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PREFACE. 


HE ſeveral volumes which contain theſe valuable 

Memoirs were originally publiſhed at different 
times, from the year 1701 to 1774: the principal view 
of thoſe who were concerned in making publick theſe 
relations, was the promotion of piety and virtue ; 
that the comfortable expreſſions of ſo many religious 
perſons, in their laſt moments, might excite others 
to follow their example; and that, through obedience to 
the Lord's requirings, and humble walking in his 
fear, they might witneſs the ſame good end; and 
have their portion with theſe, and A ighteous of a 
generations in the kingdom of everlaſting reſt and 
peace, when time to them here ſhall be no more. 


The accounts are intereſting to all, and ala to 
every age, are particularly adapted to 'the peruſal of 
young perſons of both ſexes, to whom they are 
recommended, as valuable records, worthy to re- 
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main from one generation to another, to cele- 
brate the . goodneſs of the Lord to them who fear 
him. 


The names of the friends who were concerned in 
the firſt publications, could not well be inſerted in 
the uſual places, but from regard to their memory, 
and the benefit received from their pious labours, it 


is thought proper to mention, that in the former 


editions ſome parts were collected by John Tomkins 


and John Field, and the two laſt by John Bell and 


Thomas Wagſtaffe.— An abſtract from one of the 


K „ „ A „ „ &a «a A 


Prefaces, written by Chriſtopher Moidel, containing 
reflections on the uſefulneſs of the work, is here 


inſerted. 


Although the ſhort accounts which are given of 
© the labours, travels, and good converſation of many 
of theſe precious ſervants, and handmaids of the 
Lord, are very inviting, as well as inſtructive, in 


God, whereby they came to be what they were ; 
and that arm of power, whereby they were ſupported 


work is to ſend us to the houſe of mourning, which 
prepared to die, and enter upon an eternal ſtate. 
And if death beds were more frequented, and places 


© would make amends for that part of ſelf-denia], 


© There we often hear a more reaching ſermon in a 


< few broken words, than the moſt elegant in the 
< pulpit; eſpecially from two ſorts of experienced 
< preachers, namely, Sinners repenting, and Saints 
« iriumphing. There we may hear all agreeing in 


© one 


4 


the ſhewing forth the excellency of the grace of 
in many tribulations ; yet the main intention of tùhle 
(ſaith Solomon) is better than to go to the houſe of 


rejoicing ; that we may learn ſo to live, as to be 


of recreation leſs, we might hope the advantage 
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one common prayer, viz. Oh! let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my latter end be like his. 
There we may hear men diſcovering what they 
really believe ; often very different from what they 
formerly profeſt; and many come to have a better 
religion upon their death bed than all their life long 
before. There we may hear thoſe who have been 
pleading for fin, now crying out againſt it, as the 
ſting of death. Thoſe who have grieved, reſiſted, 
and mocked at the Holy Spirit, now ſeeking for 
ſtrength and comfort from it. Thoſe who have de- 
pended too much upon outward obſervations, and 
ſigns, now looking towards their Father's houſe for 
the ſubſtance, the water of regeneration, the bread 
of life, and che new wine of the kingdom. Now 
names, notions, traditions, controverſies, honours, 
riches, compliments, paſtimes, &c. are little regarded 
when death, the king of terrors, is in view; and 
the great judge ſtands at the door, who, without 
reſpect of perſons, judgeth and rewardeth according 
to every man's work. | 


© Now nothing will adminiſter comfort but the 
inward abſolution of our holy High Prieſt, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, nothing but the — of the bleſſc d 
ſpirit of interceſſion and adoption. Here thoſe who 
have loved God above all, and their neighbours as 
themſelves, are found to have the beſt religion; and 
to be the true believers in Chriſt, and witneſſes of 
his redemption and ſalvation; and, thoſe to be the 
true ſcholars, who have been taught by the grace ot 
God (which brings ſalvation, and hath appeared 
unto all men) to deny ungodlineſs, and the world's 
© luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſſly, and godly, in 
© this preſent world, e lah nt 2 
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There we may find the righteous, with Abraham, 
Haac, Facob, and Joſeph, encouraging and bleſſing 
their poſterity : with Maſes going up to the top of 
the mount, to take a view of the good land, in 
religious ſolitude : with Zo/hua engaging others to 
fear and ſerve him alone; with Samuel mourning 
and praying for thoſe who have forſaken the Lord ; 
with David expreſſing their faith in his promiſes ; 
with Job, Simeon, Ste hen, Paul, and others of the 
faithful ſervants and followers of Chriſt, embracing 
death, haſtening to meet it, longing to be diſſolved, 
and to be with him, their captain and rewarder. 


Thus preaching, and praying experimentally ; 
liv praiung the Lord, as the Holy Spirit gives 
utterance, upon a death bed, has often proved an 
affecting, tendering, and converting ſeaſon to many 
hearers, To ſuch a houſe of mourning (or ſhall it 
not be ſaid rejoicing) thou art kindly invited, 
Chriſtian reader! — where by hearing the dying 
ſongs, and ſayings of the ranſomed and redeemed ; 
who knew in whom they had believed, thou mayſt 
alſo come to know, and believe in that true light, 
which enlightens every man coming into the world ! 
It was by the inſhining hereof, that the feet of theſe 
bleſſed ones, (now at reſt with the Lord) as of all 
the righteous in ages paſt, were guided into the way 
of truth and peace. — This opened their eſtates, 
tried their reins, ſifted their words, weighed their 
actions, ſtayed their minds, changed their hearts, 
condemned diſobedience, juſtified faithfulneſs ; 
counſelled in difficulties ; unvailed and diſcovered 
the world, and the falſe church; and gave them 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; for whoſe ſake they ſuf- 
ſered the loſs of all, and followed him in the rege- 
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© him into that reſt which remains for the people of 
| © God,” | 


hk. 


friends to introduce theſe volumes into their families, 
to be frequently read, as remembrancers of many 
pious perſons formerly belonging to the ſociety ; and 
that theſe and ſimilar writings, but principally the 
holy Scriptures, may come to be preferred to the 
many frivolous and pernicious publications of the 
preſent time, which have a tendency to lead from 
the ſimplicity of the truth, and afford no profitable 
inſtruction or permanent comfort to the mind. 


W 


© neration and ſelf-denial; and, are now entered with 


To conclude: we wiſh it may be the concern of 
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DYING SAYINGS, &c, 


AMES PARNEL, born at Retford in Not- 

tinghamſhire, was a young man who received 
the bleſſed truth early; and about the year 1654, he 
viſited George Fox, who was at that time a priſoner 
at Carliſle, where he diſputed with and confuted di- 
vers prieſts and others. He afterwards travelled 
ſouthward, preaching truth and diſputing with its 
oppoſers, in Huntingdonſhire, the Iſle of Ely, and 
ſome other parts in Cambridgeſhire, being; then 1 in 
the eighteenth year of his age. 

He was the firſty called a Quaker, who anche 
the goſpel in the county of Effex, viz. at Stebbing, 
Felſted, Witham, Coggeſhall, Halſted, &c. by whoſe 
miniſtry many thouſands were: turned to the 16208 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

About the middle of e 1656 he came to 
„ and on the . being the e 
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of the week, he preached the goſpel to thouſands of 
people in that town, firſt at his lodging, then at the 
publick pariſh place of worſhip, and then in a great 
meeting appointed on purpoſe ; after that, he diſputed 
with the town-leCQturer, and with another prieſt in 
the French ſchool, all this in one day; in which the 
wiſdom and patience of Chriſt appeared very glori- 
ouſly, for the convincing of many who believed; 
and he put to ſilence, by his ſound doctrine, the 
ain-ſayers ; but ſome hardened their hearts, others 
beat him with their fiſts and ſtaves, particularly 
one, who ſtruck him with a great ſtaff as he came 
out of a ſteeple-houſe, and ſald, There, take that 
< for Chriſt Jeſus's ſake :* to which he returned this 
anſwer, © Friend, I do receive it for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake; and many other affronts they offered him. 
After he had laboured in Colcheſter, he went back 
to Coggeſhall, (where the profeſſors had appointed 
a faſt) from whence he was committed to Colcheſter 
caſtle, and from thence had in irons to Chelmsford 
aſſizes, and there was fined forty pounds, and com- 
mitted back again to Colcheſter, where they ſuffered 
none to come to him, but ſuch as came to ſcorn, 
abuſe, and beat him; not allowing him at ſome 
times to have food brought to him, and at other 
times took the food away when it was brought him; 
and forced him to lie on the ſtones, which in wet 
ſeaſons would run down with water. Then they 
put him into an hole in the wall, high from the 
ground, where the ladder was too ſhort by ſix feet, 
not permitting his victuals either to be brought to 
him, nor he to draw it up with a baſket and a cord, 
which his friends had provided, but he muſt either 
come down by a rope, or famiſh in the hole. After 
long ſuffering in this hole, it having no place either 
for the air or ſmoke to paſs out, his limbs were fo 
much benumbed, that one day climbing up to the top 
of the ladder, and catching at the rope with his other 


hand, 
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hand, he miſſed it, and fell from a very great height 
down upon the ſtones, whereby he was exceedingly 
wounded in his head and body, and taken up for 
dead. After that they put him into another little 
hole called the oven, (ſome ovens more broad) where 
they would not ſuffer him to have charcoal, neither 
would they accept of bail, nor body for body, which 
his friends offered, that he might recover of his hurts. 
And one day, the door being open, he did but once 
get out of that naſty cloſe hole, and walk for a little 
air into a ſtinking yard before the door, when the 
goaler came in a rage and locked up the hole, and 
ſhut him out in the yard all night, being in the cold- 
eſt time in all the winter; ſo he grew by theſe cruel- 


ties weaker and weaker, finding no mercy at the 


hands of his enemies. And near his departure he 
ſaid, (being all along borne up in much patience) 
Here I die innocently :* and further ſaid, Now I 
* muſt go:“ and turned his head, and ſaid, This 
death I muſt die:“ further ſaying, I have ſeen 
© glorious things ;* and faid to his friends about him, 
Will you hold me?* one of them ſaid, Dear 
© heart, we will not hold thee.*”* And then he faid, 
Now | go:* and ftretching out himſelf, fell into 
a ſweet ſleep for about an hour, (as he often had ſaid, 
one hour's ſleep would cure him of all) and fo drew 
breath no more. | 
He died abovt the nineteenth year of his age, in 
the year 1656. A volume of his writings was pub- 
liſhed in quarto, 1675. | | 


OHN CAMM, born at Cam's-gill, within 
the barony of Kendal, in the county of Weſt- 


moreland, was a man inclined to religion, of the 
ſtricteſt ſort, from his —_— He, with. many 
7 3 | 2 
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more, who ſought after the beſt things, ſeparated 
themſelves from the national worſhip of thoſe times, 
and met apart at a place called Firbank Chapel, and 
other places, among which people he was ſometimes 
a preacher ; but in the year 1652, he was, with many 
hundreds of the congregation, among whom were 
John Audland, Francis Howgill, Edward Burrough, 
and Richard Hubberthorn, convinced of the truth, 
by the preaching of that ſervant of the Lord, George 
Fox; and he ſubmitted to the mighty power of the 
Lord, and operation of his bleſſed ſpirit in his heart, 
and was made willing to take up the crols, and for- 
ſake the glory and friendſhip of the world; and 
after a day of great trouble, through the ſpirit of 
judgment and burning, wherein he found the old 
heavens and earth to paſs away, even as a prepared 
veſſel the Lord filled him with his power, and put 
his word into his mouth, and ſent him forth to pub- 
liſh the ſame ; and he was obedient, and travelled 


into all the northern counties, to the borders of Scots» 


land, and from thence to London, in company with 
Francis Howgill, with a meſſage from the Lord to 
Oliver Cromwell, then protector. 

After his return from London into the north, he, 
with John Audland, Francis Howgill, Edward Bur- 
rough, and Richard Hubberthorn, went ſouthward ; 
John Camm and Edward Eurrough travelling 
through the middle of the nation, the others through 
other parts, and they met together at London, with 
ſeveral others of their brethren. 

After ſome time, John Camm and John Audland, 
were called towards Briſtol, where an effectual door 
was opened to them, and many hundreds were, by 
the word and teſtimony which they publiſhed, turn- 


ed to God. 


John Camm was naturally of a weak conſtitution 
of body, and, by the daily travails that he underwent, 
ſpent his ſtrength exceedingly, and had a violent 
Sogn | . ts | cough 
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cough a conſiderable time before his death. He was 
a man richly furniſhed with the gifts of the holy 
ſpirit, patient in exerciſes, grave in behaviour, pro- 
found in judgment, quick in difcerning, and a ſharp 
reprover of wickedneſs, hypocriſy, and of diforderly 
walkers in the profeſſion of truth. Unity of breth- 
ren was his ſoul's delight; his miniſtry weighty and 
deep, not pleaſant to itching ears, but reached the 
witneſs of God; careful not to make the goſpel 
chargeable, having an eſtate of his own; and often 
ſuffered the ſpoiling of his goods joyfully, in a faith-" 
ful teſtimony againſt tithes, 
He would often call his children together, and ęx- 
hort them to fear the Lord; and would wonderfull 
praiſe God for his goodneſs, counting his bodily 
weakneſs an happineſs, being ſanctified unto him b 
that word which had ſanctified his foul, under the 
ſenſe of which he would ſay, © How great a benefit 
do J enjoy beyond many, I have ſuch a large time 
© of preparation for death; being daily dying, that I 
© may live for ever with my God, in that kingdom 
© that is unſpeakably full of glory. My outward man 
daily waſtes and moulders down, and draws towards 
its place and centre; but my inward man revives 
© and mounts upwards, towards its place and habi- 
© tation in the heavens.” 1 
The morning he departed this life, he called his 
wife, children and family, and gave them ſeaſonable 
inſtruction to love the Lord, and his way, and truth, 
and to walk in the ſame, ſaying, His glaſs was run; 
the time of his departure was come; he was to enter 
into everlaſting joy, eaſe and reſt ;* charging them. 
all © to be patient and content in parting with him;' 
and fo, preſently fainting, paſſed quietly away as into 
a ſweet ſleep, whereupon ſome about him did weep 
aloud ; at which he was awakened as out of a ſleep, 
and deſired to be helped a little upon his bed, ſaying, 


© My dear hearts, you have wronged me, and dii- 
A 3 © turbed 
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* turbed me, for I was at ſweet reſt ; you ſhould 
© not paſſionately ſorrow for my departure : this houſe 
© of clay muſt go to its place, but this ſoul and ſpirit 
© 15 to be gathered up to the Lord, to live with him 
© for ever, where we ſhall meet with everlaſting joy.” 
So, again taking his leave of every one of them, 


charging them © to be content with his departure, he 


lay down, and in a little time departed this life. 


He was convinced in 1652. 
And died - - 1656. 
Being aged about 52 years. 


Some writings of his and John Audland's, were 
collected together, and publiſhed in a ſmall volume, 


1689. 


— — — 


EORGE HARRISON, of the pariſh of Kil- 
lington, in the county of Weſtmoreland, came 

of a family of note in the world, and underwent 
ſome hardſhip from his relations upon the account of 
truth, which he received in the year 1652, and ſoon 
after travelled in the ſervice of the goſpel, in many 
counties of England, through great afflictions, ſuf- 


ferings, and perſecution, from thoſe who were high 
in profeſſion of religion in that day. 


He was an able miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and va- 


liant for the Lord. When he came into a meeting 


of profeſſors, he would challenge of them the order 
of the true church, according to 1 Cor. xiv. 30. 
44 If any thing be revealed to another that ſitteth by, 
<« let the firſt hold his peace.“ 

In the latter part of his time he went ſouthward, 


and came to Edmund's- Bury, in Suffolk, and de- 


clared truth through the ſtreets of that town ; after- 
wards he went to an inn there, deſiring ſome re- 
9 8 freſhment 
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freſhment for his money, but they would not enter- 
tain him; ſo he went to Bradfield Manger, and fet 
up his horſe in an inn, and called for ſomething to 
eat and drink; but they perceiving by his language 
that he was a Quaker, refuſed alſo to entertain him, 
and led his horſe out of the {table ; for which cruel- 
ty he meekly returned to them, in the words of 
Chriſt, Mat. xxv. 43. viz. © I was a ſtranger, and 
% ye took me not in:“ ſo that this innocent young 
man was obliged to ride abroad all night, and it be- 
ing a very wet ſeaſon, and he having been ten- 
derly brought up, took a great cold: ſo he went to 
Haveril, a town between Suffolk and Eſlex, where 
the people grievoully did beat him for his teſtimony 
to the truth ; which hardſhip, with the great cold 
that he had received by being forced abroad all 
night without food, greatly injured his health, and 
put him in a fever; after which, with difficulty he 
got to ay ct 6 in Eflex, and was kindly received 
by Robert Ludgater ; afterwards he removed to the 
houſe of Thomas Creek, of Little-Coggeſhall, a 
mile farther. | 

During his fickneſs, he felt the love and peace of 
God to be with him, and ſaid to the friends about 
him, Come friends, rejoice with me: and fo 
lay praiſing God to the laſt hour. 

He died at the houſe of Thomas Creek, aged 
about 26 years, and was buried in the orchard of 
Thomas Sparrow, tanner, at Stiſted, in Eſſex, the 
latter end of the fifth month, 1656. 


OHN WHITING, of Naylſey, in the county 
of Somerſet, in the year 1654, when John Aud- 
land and John Camm, were firſt ſent to Briſtol, and 
the adjacent counties, freely to preach the goſpel of 
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the grace of God, was convinced of the bleſſed truth. 
and received it in the love thereof, as it was profeſ- 
ſed by thoſe called Quakers; and alſo received the 
miniſters of it into his houſe, as he had the truth they 
declared into his heart: and meetings were held at 
his houſe to wait upon God, and worſhip him in the 
ſpirit of his dear Son; and for his miniſters freely to 


preach the goſpel of peace and ſalvation, as 800 


were ſent and required by him. 

And although the truth, and thoſe that received] it, 
were greatly deſpiſed in thoſe early days ;- yet this 
diſciple of Chriſt, being made partaker of the like 
precious faith that was once delivered to the ſaints, 
was zealous for the truth, it being given to him not 


only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for the ſake of 


Chriſt, amongſt the firſt of thoſe people in that coun- 
ty, and he remained faithful unto death 

In the time of his ſickneſs, and near his end, in a 
ſenſe of the love of God, and in true regard to his 
wife, who was then young in the truth, which he 
had received and profeſſed, and found peace and 
comfort in; he exhorted her, ſaying, © As thou haſt 
© believed in the light, ſo walk in it ;* which ſhew- 
ed, as he loved Chriſt the true light, he deſired ſhe 
might walk therein. And truly there are none but 
thoſe that do evil, who hate the light; neither can 
ſuch be ſaved, until they come to. believe and walk 
in the light, as all the nations of them that are ſaved 
do, and it is not doubted but this our friend did, and 
died in the faith of Chriſt, and in peace with God 
through him. 

He died the ninth of the fourth month, 1658. 
Aged about 27 * | 
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ILLIAM ROBINSON, of London, mer- 
chant, and Marmaduke Stevenſon, of Y ork- 
ſhire, huſbandman, both ſuffered martyrdom for 
their obedience to God, in bearing their teſtimony 
to his bleſſed truth in New-England, on the 27th of 
the eighth month, 1659. | 
When they were brought before the court of Boſ- 
ton, in New-England, on the 20th of the ſaid month, 
the governour ſaid to them, We have made many 
| laws, and endeavoured ſeveral ways to keep ye 
from us, and neither whipping, nor impriſonments, 
nor cutting off ears, nor baniſhment upon pain of 
death, will keep ye from among us. Give ear, 
and hearken to your ſentence : you ſhall go to the 
place from whence you came, and from thence to 
< the gallows, and be hanged till you are dead.“ 
And accordingly the ſaid William Robinſon, and 
Marmaduke Stevenſon, with Mary Dyer, were taken 
out of priſon ; who having parted with their friends 
in priſon, full of the joy of the Lord, who had count- 
ed them worthy to ſuffer for his name, and having 
embraced each other with fervency of love, and 
gladneſs of heart, in peace with God, were led to the 
place of execution the back way, leſt their innocent 
ſufferings ſhould too much affect the people; and 
when they attempted to ſpeak, their cruel perſecutors 
cauſed the drums to beat to drown their voice. And 
one of their chief preachers, meeting the ſaid ſuffer- 
ers going to be executed; ſaid tauntingly, and ſhaking 
his head in a ſcoffing manner, Shall ſuch jacks as 
< you come in before authority with your hats on ?? 
to which William Robinſon ſaid to the people, 
Mind you, it is for not putting off our hats, that 
© weare.put to death.“ And when he was upon the 
ladder, he ſpoke to the people thus: That they ſuf- 
fered not as evil-doers, but as thoſe who teſtified 
© and manifeſted the truth, and that this was the 
6 A 5 | C day 
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day of their viſitation ; and therefore deſired them to 
< mind the light that was in them, which was the 
light of Chrift ; of which they teſtified, and were 
© now going to ſeal it with their blood.“ So the 
executioner put William Robinſon to death, and af- 
terwards Marmaduke Stevenſon, who both of them 
died full of the joy of the Lord, and ſtood faſt in 
him, ſealing their teſtimony with their blood, their 
countenances not changing when the halters were 
about their necks. Their enemies not permitting 
their bodies to be taken down, they were cut down, 
and the fall broke the ſkull of William Robinſon ; 
with their knives they ript off their ſhirts, and drag- 
ged their naked bodies into a hole, not ſuffering their 
riends to take them away and bury them. After- 
wards, when a friend brought pales to incloſe the 
ground, that the brute beaſts might not prey on their 
bodies, it was denied him ; their bodies were thus 
left in a pit in the open field, which was ſoon cover- 
ed with water. | 


Here follows a Copy of WILLIAM Ropinson's 
Paper, offered to the Court before he was ſen- 
tenced to Death, concerning the Cauſe of their 
coming into thoſe Parts, for which they were put 
to Death ; which the Governor would not allow 
to be read. 


N the 8th day of the eighth month, 1659, in 
the after part of the day, in travelling betwixt 
Newport in Rhode-Iſland, and Daniel Gold's houſe, 
with my dear brother Chriſtopher Holder, the word 
of the Lord came expreſsly to me, which did fill me 
immediately with life and power, and heavenly love, 
by which he conſtrained ie, and commanded me to 
paſs to the town of Boſton, my life to lay down in 
his will, for the accompliſhing of his ſervice, that he 
had 
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had there to perform at the day appointed. To 


which heavenly voice I preſently yielded obedience, 
not queſtioning the Lord how he would bring the 
thing to paſs, being I was a child, and obedience 
was demanded of me by the Lord, who filled me 
with living ftrength and power from his heavenly 
preſence, which at that time did mightily overſhadow 
me, and my life at that time did fay Amen to what 
the Lord required of me, and had commanded me to 
do, and willingly I was given up from that time to 
this day, the will of the Lord to do and perform, - 
whatever became of my body: for the Lord had 
ſaid unto me, My foul ſhall live in everlaſting 
peace, and my life ſhall enter into reſt, for being 
© obedient to the God of my life.“ I being a child, 
durſt not queſtion the Lord in the leaſt, but rather 
willing to lay down my life, than to bring diſhonour 
to the Lord: and as the Lord made me willing, 
dealing gently and kindly with me, as a tender fa- 
ther by a faithful child whom he dearly loves, ſo the 
Lord did deal with me, in miniſtring his life unto 
me, which gave and gives me ſtrength to perform 
what the Lord br of me; and ſtill as I did, 
and do ſtand in need, he miniſtered and miniſtereth 
more ſtrength and virtue, and heavenly power and 
wiſdom, whereby I was, and am made ſtrong in God, 
not fearing what man ſhall be ſuffered to do unto 
me, being filled with heavenly courage, which is 
meekneſs and innocence, for the cauſe 1s the Lord's 
that we go in, and the battle is the Lord's ; and thus 
faith the Lord of hoſts, the mighty and the terrible 
God, © Not by ſtrength, nor by might, nor by 
«© power of man, but by my ſpirit,” ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts, << I will perform what my mouth hath ſpo- 
« ken, through my ſervants, whom I have choſen, 
« mine elect, in whom my ſoul delighteth.” Friends, 
the God of my life, and the God of the whole earth, 
did lay this thing upon me, for which I now ſuffer 
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bonds near unto death. He, by his almighty pow- 
er and everlaſting love, conſtrained me, and laid this 
thing upon me, and truly I could not deny the Lord, 
much leſs reſiſt the Holy One of Iſrael. Therefore 
all who are ignorant of the motion of the Lord in the 
inward parts, be not haſty in judging in this matter, 
leſt ye ſpeak evil of the thing ye know not: but of a 
truth, the Lord God of heaven and earth command- 
ed me by his ſpirit, and ſpake unto me by his Son, 
whom he hath made heir of all things, and in his life 
I live, and. in it I ſhall depart this earthly tabernacle, 
if unmerciful men be ſuffered to take it from me. 
And herein I rejoice, that the Lord is with me, the 
Ancient of Days, the life of the ſuffering ſeed, for 
which I am freely given up, and ſingly do J ftand 
in the will of God; „for to me to live is Chriſt, and 
“ to die is gain :”* and truly I have great deſire and 
will herein, knowing that the Lord is with me, 
whatever ignorant men ſhall be able to fay againſt 
me; for the witneſs of the ſpirit I have received, and 


the preſence of the Lord and his heavenly life doth 


accompany me, fo that I can ſay in truth, and from 
an upright heart, © Bleſſed be the Lord God of my 
© life, who hath counted me worthy, and called me 
© hereunto, to bear my teſtimony againſt ungodly 
and unrighteous men, who ſeek to take away the 
life of the righteous without a cauſe, as the rulers 
* of Maſſachuſets Bay do intend, if the Lord ſtop 


them not from their intent.“ Oh! hear ye ru- 
lers, and give ear and liſten, all ye that have any 
hand herein, to put the innocent to death, for in the 
name, and fear, and dread of the Lord God, I here 


declare the cauſe of my ſtaying here amongſt you, 


and continuing in the juriſdiction after there was a 


ſentence of baniſhment upon pain of death, as ye 
ſaid, pronounced againſt me without a juſt cauſe, as ye 
all know, that we that were baniſhed committed no- 


thing worthy of baniſhment, nor of any puniſhment, 


much 
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much leſs baniſhment upon pain of death. And 
now, ye rulers, ye do.intend to put me to death, and 
my companion, unto whom the word of the Lord 
came, ſaying, Go to Boſton with thy brother 
William Robinſon :* unto which command he was 
obedient, who had faid unto him, © He had a great 
© work for him to do.“ Which thing is now ſeen, 
and the Lord is now a doing of it; and it is in obe- 
dience to the Lord, the God of the whole earth, that 
we continued amongſt you, and that we came to the 
town of Boſton again, in obedience to the Lord, the 
Creator of heaven and earth, in whoſe hand your 
breath is; and will ye, put us to death for obeying 
the Lord, the God of the whole earth? Well, if ye 
do this act, and put us to death, know this, and be it 
known unto you all, ye rulers and people within 
this juriſdiction, © That whoſoever hath an hand 
© therein, will be guilty of innocent blood: and not 
only upon yourſelves will ye bring innocent blood, 
© but upon the town, and the inhabitants thereof, 
© and every where within this juriſdiction, that had 
© the leaſt hand therein.“ Therefore be inſtructed, 
ye rulers of this land, and take warning betimes, and 
learn wiſdom,, before it be hid from your eyes. 


Written in the common goal, the 19th of the 
eighth month, 1659, in Boſton, by one who 
feareth the Lord, who is by ignorant people 
called a Quaker, and unto ſuch am I only 

| known by the name of WILLIAM RoBINSON, 
yet a new name have I received, which ſuch 


know not. 


| ſhadow of his wings, who hath made us willing to 
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Here followeth a Copy of MARMA DUKE STEVEN=- | 


SON's Paper of his Call to the Work and Service 
of the Lord, given forth by him a little before he 
was put to Death, and after he had received his 
Sentence. | 


N the beginning of the yezr 1665, I was at the 
1 plough in the eaſt parts of Yorkthire, near the 
place of my outward habitation ; and as I walked 
after the plough, I was filled with the love and pre- 
ſence of the living God, which did raviſh my heart 
when I felt it; for it did increaſe and abound in me 
like a living ſtream, ſo did the life and love of God 


run through me like precious ointment giving a 


pleaſant ſmell, which made me to ſtand ſtil! : and as I 
ſtood a little ſtill, with my heart and mind ſtayed 
upon the Lord, the word of the Lord came to me 
in a ftill ſmall voice, which I did hear perfectly, 
ſaying to me, in the ſecret of my heart and con- 
ſcience, © I have ordained thee a prophet unto the 
© nations ;* and at the hearing of the word of the 
Lord I was put to a ſtand, ſeeing that I was but a 


child for ſuch a weighty matter. So at the time 


appointed, Barbadoes was ſet before me, unto which I 
was required of the Lord to go, and leave my dear 
and loving wife and tender children ; for the Lord 
ſaid unto me, immediately by his Spirit, that © He 


© would be as an hufband to my wife, and as a 


© father to my children, and they ſhould not want 
© in my abſence, for he would provide for them 


© when I was gone.“ And I believed the Lord 


would perform what he had ſpoken, becauſe I was 
made willing to give up myſelf to his work and 
ſervice, to leave all, and follow him, whoſe preſence 
and life is with me, where I reſt in peace and quiet- 
neſs of ſpirit (with my dear brother) under the 


PIETY PROMOTED. rs 


lay down our lives for his name's ſake, if unmer- 
ciful men be ſuffered to take them from us ; and if 
they do, we know we ſhall have peace and reſt 
with the Lord for ever in his holy habitation, when 
they ſhall have torment night and day. So in obe- 
dience to the living God, I made preparation to 
paſs to Barbadoes in the fourth month, 1658, And 
after I had been on the ſaid iſland ſome time in the 
ſervice of God, I heard that New-England had 
made a law to put the ſervants of the living God to 
death, if they returned after they were ſentenced 
away, which did come near me at that time ; and 
as 1 conſidered the thing, and pondered it in my 
heart, immediately came the word of the Lord unto 
me, ſaying, Thou knoweſt not but thou mayeſt 
go thither:“ but I kept this word in my heart, 
and did not declare it to any until the time appoint- 
ed. So after that a veſſel was made ready for Rhode 


Iſland, in which I went; and after a little time that 


I had been there, viſiting the feed which the Lord 
had bleſſed, the word of the Lord came to me, 
ſaying, Go to Boſton with thy brother William 


Robinſon ; and at his command I was obedient, 


and gave up to his will, that fo his work and ſervice 
might be accompliſhed : for he had faid unto me, 
that He had a great work for me to do,* which 
is now come to paſs. Thus for yielding obedience 
to, and for obeying the voice and command of the 


_ everlaſting God, which created heaven and earth, 
and the fountains of waters, do I, with my dear 


brother, ſuffer outward bonds, near unto death. 
And this is given forth to be upon record, that all 
people may know who hear it, that we came not in 
our own wills, but in the will of God, 
Given forth by me, who am known to men by 
the name of MARMADUKE STEVENSON ; but 
have a new name given me, which the world 
knows not of, written in the book of life. 


Written in Boſton priſon, in the eighth month, 1659. 
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bury, then of Wakefield in Yorkſhire, in the 
eginning of the ſeventh month, 1659, had a warn- 
ing from the Lord, that the time of her diſſolu- 
tion drew near, and though ſhe might be exerciſed 
with much weakneſs, yet in the midſt thereof the 
Lord would ſtrengthen her with his preſence, and 
in him ſhe ſhould overcome the laſt enemy, which 
is death : and having aſſurance of what was revealed, 
though at that time ſhe was in good health, ſhe 
made ready what might be ſerviceable when her 
change came, and about the 29th of the ſaid month, 
ſome weakneſs came upon her, which increaſed fo 
much, that ſhe was many times, to outward ap- 
pearance, near laying down the body; vet the Lord 
preſerved her in much patience, and freſh in his 
love. Her huſband being gone to the fartheſt part 
of Scotland in the ſervice of truth, to publiſh the 
day of the Lord, and preach the goſpel of Chriſt, 
was concerned to return to her; after which ſhe 
grew weaker, and being exerciſed in her affliction, 
which lay heavy upon her, ſhe called to her huſband, 
with certain friends, ſaying, Pray to the Lord 
© that he may eaſe his afflicted handmaid.* And 
the Lord moved them to call upon him, and im- 


| \ NNE DEWSBURY, wife of William Dewi 


mediately he took away the heavy affliction. Then 


ſhe magnified the Lord, ſaying, © Bleſſed be his 
© name, he hath heard our prayers, and cauſed his 
© handmaid to rejoice.” She then embraced her 
huſband in her arms, ſaying, Thou art my dear 


© huſband, thou art clear before the Lord, and haſt 


< diſcharged thy duty, and anſwered thy place, like 


© an honeſt man, large is thy reward.“ Then ſhe 
je AF 13 further 


* 
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further ſaid, Dear huſband, I am clear before the 
Lord, I have no guilt upon my ſpirit, in the 
« covenant of light and life, ſealed with the blood 
© of Jeſus, I am at eternal peace with him.” : 

She exhorted the friends preſent, ſaying, Oh! 
friends, get into the covenant, be faithful to the 
voice that cries, This is the way, walk in it.” 
Some time after ſhe called for her huſband, who 
was near, and preſently ſpake to her, ſaying, © Dear 
© wife, what wouldit thou with me-?* She anſwer- 
ed, I would have thee be with me, and ſee me 
die.“ He fat down by her, and with breathings 
to the Lord, ſhe laid down her body in peace with 
him. 


ARY DYER, a faithful woman, fearing 

God, the wife of an huſband of good eſtate 
in Rhode-Iſland, and mother of ſeveral children, 
was alſo- condemned to death at the ſame time with 
William Robinſon and Marmaduke Stevenſon, who, 
when ſhe received the ſentence, That ſhe ſhould be 
hanged at the place- of execution till ſhe was dead, 
replied, © The will of the Lord be done.“ Then 
the governour ſaying, © Take her away;“ ſhe an- 
ſwered, © Yea, joyfully ſhall I go:“ She was led 
to the place of execution between her two fellow- 
ſufferers, William Robinſon and Marmaduke Ste- 
venſon: and one of her enemies upbraiding her 
therewith, ſhe replied, © It is the greateſt joy and 
honour I can enjoy in this world :* adding theſe 
words, © No eye can ſee, no ear can hear, no 
tongue can ſpeak, no heart can underſtand, the 


© ſweet incomes and refreſhings of the ſpirit of 
© the Lord which I now enjoy.“ Having ſeen her 


two friends die before her face, and giving up dev. 
e 
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ſelf to die alſo, her hands and feet being tied, and 


her face covered, with the halter about her neck, 
and was with the Lord in joy and peace, an 
order came for her reprieve, upon the petition of 
her ſon; which being read, and the halter taken off, 
ſhe was defired to come down; but tarrying to 
wait upon the Lord to know his mind, they pulled 
her down with the ladder, and had her to priſon, 
and next morning ſhe was carried out of the coun- 
try towards Rhode-Ifland. 

And as a lively teſtimony of the virtue of truth, 
which can look death in the face, and be a record 
to future generations, How truth hath conquered 
© in a woman,” is here inſerted Mary Dyer's letter, 


which ſhe writ the day after her reprieve, as fol- 
loweth. 


The 28th of the eighth month, 1659. 


02 E more to the general court aſſembled 
in Boſton, ſpeaks Mary Dyer, even as before. 
My life is not accepted, neither availetk me, in 
compariſon of the lives and liberty of the truth and 
ſervants of the living God, for which, in the bow- 
ls of love and meekneſs 1 ſought you; yet never. 
theleſs, with wicked hands have you put two of 
them to death, which makes me to feel, that the 
mercies of the wicked are cruelty. I rather chuſe 
to die, than to live as from you, as guilty of their 
innocent blood. Therefore, ſeeing my requeſt is 
hindered, I leave you to the righteous judge and 
ſearcher of all hearts, who with the pure meaſure 
of light he hath given every man to profit withal, 
will in his due time let you fee whoſe ſervants you 
are, and of whom ye have taken counſe], which I 
deſire you to ſearch into : but all his counſel hath 
been ſighted, and you would none of his ago 

| ea 
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Read your portion, Prov. i. 24, to 32. For verily 


the night cometh on you apace, wherein no man 


can work, in which you ſhall aſſuredly fall to your 


own maſter. In obedience to the Lord, whom I 


ſerve with my ſpirit, and pity to your ſouls, which 


you neither know nor pity, I can do no leſs than 


once more warn you to put away the evil of your 
doings, and kiſs the Son, the light in you, before 
his wrath be kindled in you; for where it is, no- 
thing without you can help or deliver you out of his 
hand at all, and if theſe things be not ſo, then ſay, 
© There hath been no prophet from the Lord a- 
© mongſt you:“ though we be nothing, yet it is his 
pleaſure, by things that are not, to bring to nough 
things that are. 
When I heard your laſt order read, it was a diſ- 
turbance unto me, that was ſo freely offering up 
my life to him that gave it to me, and ſent me 
hitherto ſo to do ; which obedience being his own 
work, he gloriouſly accompanied with his preſence, 


and peace, and love in me, in which I refted from 


my labour, till by your order and the people I was 
ſo far diſturbed, that I could not retain any more 
of the words thereof, than that I ſhould return to 
priſon, and there remain forty and eight hours, to 
which I ſubmitted, finding nothing from the Lord 
to the contrary, that I may know what his pleaſure 
and counſel is concerning me, on whom I wait 
therefore, for he is my life, and length of my days; 
and, as I faid before, I came at his command, and 
go at his command. 


Mary DYER, 
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Mary Dyer, being thus freed as aforeſaid, re- 
turned to Rhode Iſland, where her huſband: and 
children dwelt, and after ſome ſtay with them, ſhe 
went towards Long Ifland, and was at Shelter 
Iſtand, and had good ſervice for the Lord; where 
ſhe thought ſhe might paſs home to Rhode Hland, 
but ſhe was moved of the Lord to return to Boſton 
again; and ſhe came thither on the 21ſt of the 


third month, 1660, and on the 31ſt of the ſame ſhe | 


was ſent for to the general court, where the go- 
vernour faid to her, Are you the ſame Mary Dyer 
that was here the laſt general ſeſſions? 

M. Dyer. I am the fame Mary Dyer. 

Gov. You will own yourſelf a Quaker ; will you 
not ? 


MA. Dyer. I own myſelf to be ſo reproachfully 
called. 


Gov. The ſentence was paſſed upon you laſt 
general court, and now likewiſe ; © You muſt return 
© to the priſon from whence you came, and there 


© remain till to-morrow at nine o'clock, then from | 


© thence you muſt go to the gallows, and there be 
© hanged till you are dead.“ 

M. Dyer. This is no more than what thou ſaidſt 
before. IN 

Gov. And now it is to be executed, therefore 
prepare yourſelf to-morrow at nine o'clock. 

M. Dyer. © I came in obedience to the will of 
© God the laſt general court, defiring you. to repeal 
© your unrighteous laws of baniſhment upon pain 
© of death, and that ſame is my work now, and 
© earneſt requeſt, becauſe you refuſed before to grant 
© me my requeſt ; although I told you, that if you 
© refuſed to repeal them, the Lord would ſend other 
© of his ſervants to witneſs againſt them.” 

Gov. Are you a prophet ? 

M. Dyer. I ſpoke the words that the Lord 
© ſpake in me.“ And beginning to ſpeak of the cal! 

of 
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of the Lord to her, the governour ſaid, Away with 
her, away with her.“ So ſhe was had to priſon, 
and kept cloſe till the next day at the ninth hour, 
when the marſhal called haſtily for her; to whom 
ſhe mildly replied, © Stay a little, I ſhall be ready 
« preſently ;* but he cruelly replied, © He could not 
© wait upon her, &c. So he had her away with 
a company of ſoldiers, beating a drum before and 
behind, that they might not hear her ſpeak ; and 
being upon the ladder at the place of execution, 
ſome ſaid to her, © If ſhe would return, ſhe might 
© fave herſelf.” 

M. Dyer. © Nay, I cannot; for in obedience 
© to the will of the Lord God I came, and in his 
vou © will I abide faithful unto death.” 

A prieſt called out to her, Mary Dyer, O repent, 
ally repent. _ 
M. Dyer. Nay, man, I am not now to re- 
laſt pent.“ | 


urn One faid, that ſhe ſhould fay, That ſhe had 
ere © been in paradiſe.” | 
om | M. Dyer. Yes, I have been in paradiſe ſeveral 
be © days :* and more ſhe ſpoke concerning her eternal 


happineſs. So ſweetly and cheerfully in the Lord 
idſt the finiſhed her teſtimony, and died a faithful martyr 
of Chriſt Jeſus, the 1it of the fourth month, 1660. 


See New-England judged ; containing an Ac- 


count of the Perſecutions and Martyrdoms of 
of the People called Quakers, 


Here 
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Here followeth the Copy of a Letter that Mary 


DER ſent to the Rulers of Boſton, after ſhe 
had received the Sentence of Death. 


To the General Court in Boſton. 

| HEREAS I am by many charged with 

W guiltineſs of my own blood; if you mean 
in my coming to Boſton, I am therein clear, and | 
Juſtified by the Lord, in whoſe will I came, who 
will require my blood of you be ſure, who have 
made a law to take away the lives of the innocent 
ſeryants of God, if they come among you, who 
are called by you curſed Quakers ; although I ſay, 
and am a living witneſs for them, and the Lord, 
that he hath bleſſed them, and ſent them unto you. 
Therefore be not found fighters againſt God, but 
let my counſel and requeſt be accepted with you, 
to repeal all ſuch laws, that the truth and ſervants 
of the Lord may have free paſſage amongſt you, | 
and you be kept from ſhedding innocent blood, 
which I know there are many among you would not 
do, if they knew it ſo to be: nor can the enemy, 
that ſtirreth you up thus to deſtroy his holy ſeed, in 
any meaſure countervail the great damage that you 
will by thus doing procure : therefore, ſeeing the 
Lord hath not hid it from me, it lieth upon me, in 
love to your ſouls, thus to perſuade you: I have no 
ſelf-ends, the Lord knoweth, tor if my life were 
freely granted by you, it would not avail me, nor 
could I expect it of you, ſo long as I ſhould daily 
hear or ſee the ſufferings of theſe people, my dear 
brethren, with whom my life is bound up, as I have 
done theſe two years ; and now it is like to increaſe 
even unto death, for no evil doing, but coming 
among you. Woas ever the like laws heard of 


among a people that profeſs Chriſt come in the 
| fleſh ? 
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fleſh ? And have ſuch no other weapons, but ſuch 
laws to fight with againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs, as 
you call it? Wo is me for you! Of whom take 
you counſel? Search with the light of Chriſt in 


me, and many more, who have been diſobedient 
and deceived, as now you are; which light. as you 


therein, you will not repent that you were kept from 
ſhedding blood, though by a woman. It is not 
mine own life I ſeek (for I chuſe rather to ſuffer 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of Egypt) but the life of the ſeed, which I 
know the Lord hath bleſſed; and therefore ſeeks the 
enemy thus vehemently the life thereof to deſtroy, 
as in all ages he ever did. Oh! hearken not unto 
him, I beſeech you, for the ſeed's ſake, which is 
one in all, and 1s. dear in the fight of God, which 
they that touch, touch the apple of his eye, and 
cannot eſcape his wrath; whereof I having felt, 
cannot but perſuade all men that I have to do withal, 
eſpecially you, who name the name of Chriſt, to 
depart from ſuch iniquity, as SHEDDING BLOOD, 
EVEN OF THE SAINTS OF THE MosT: Hicn, 
Therefore let my requeſt have as much acceptance 
with you, if you be Chriſtians, as Eſther's had 
with Ahaſuerus, whoſe relation is ſhort of that 
that's between Chriftians, and my requeſt is the 
lame that her's was; and he ſaid not that he had 
made a law, and it would be diſhonourable for him 
to revoke it; but when he underſtood that theſe 
people were ſo prized by her (as in truth theſe are 
to me) you may ſee what he did for her. Therefore 
] leave theſe lines with you, appealing to the faithful 
and true witneſs. of God, which is one in all con- 
ſciences, before whom we muſt all appear, with 
whom I ſhall eternally reſt, in everlaſting joy and 


peace, whether you will hear or forbear : with him 


you, and it will ſhew you of whom, as it hath done 


come into, and obey what is made manifeſt to you 
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is my reward, with whom to live is my joy, and 
to die is my gain, though I had not had your forty- 
eight hours warning, for the preparation to the death 
of Mary Dyer. | 
And know this alfo, that if through the enmity 
u ſhall declare yourſelves worſe than Ahaſuerus, 
and confirm your law, though it were but the taking 
away the life of but one of us, that the Lord will 
overthrow both your law and you by his righteous 
judgments and plagues poured juſtly upon ous who 
now, whilſt you are warned thereof, and tenderly 
ſought unto, may avoid the one by removing the 
other. If you neither hear, nor obey the Lord, 
nor his ſervants, yet will he ſend more of his ſer- 
vants among you, ſo that your ends ſhall be fruſ- 
trated, that think to reſtrain them you call curſed 
Quakers, from coming among you, by any thing 
you can do to them ; yea, verily, he hath a ſeed, here 
among you from whom we have ſuffered all this 
while, and yet ſuffer, whom the Lord of the harveſt 
will ſend forth more labourers to gather (out of the 
mouths of the devourers of all ſorts) into his fold, 
where he will lead them into freſh paſtures, even the 
paths of righteouſneſs, for his name's fake. Oh! 
let none of you put this day far from you, which, 
verily, in the light of the Lord, I ſee approaching 
even to many in and about Boſton, which is the 
bittereſt and darkeſt profeſſing place that ever I heard 
of; let the time paſt therefore ſuffice for ſuch a pro- 
feffion as brings forth ſuch fruits as theſe laws are. 
In love and in the ſpirit of meekneſs I again beſeech 
you, for I have no enmity to the perſons of any; but 
you ſhall know that God will not be mocked, but 
what you ſow, that ſhall ye reap from him, that will 
render to every one according to the deeds done in 
the body, whether good or evil: even ſo be it, faith 
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1A. 


\HOMAS FORSTER, of London, was con- 


a * 


1  vinced about the year 1658, and thereupon 

forſook much of this world's gain and preferment 
ty for the ſake of Chriſt (he then belonging to the 
18, civil law) and was in his life-time freely given up 
1g to ſerve the Lord with body, ſoul and whole ſub- 
ill ſtance, that he might run the race and keep the truth; 
us which made him willing to deny himſelf, and take 
ho up the daily croſs for Chriſt's ſake, that he might be 
ly truly wife, He ſoreſaw ſeveral years before it hap- 
he 


pened, that the 72 of London ſhould be deſtroyed; 
and his wife and family, at his admonition, -removed 
er- into the out- parts, and by that means eſcaped the 
uſ- judgment which afterwards came to paſs upon the 
ſed city, when it was burned by fire in the year x666. 
ing He alſo foretold the ſufferings which God's people 
ere have ſince been tried with, ſaying, The holy city 
his © will be beſieged; but bleſſed are they who keep 
[eſt © in the faith, for the time of deliverance will aſ- 


the ſuredly come, &c, And a little before his de- 
old, parture out of this world, he faid, Ah! friends, 


the © abide in God's pure holy truth all the day long, 
)h ! © and you ſhall ſee the riſing of his glory“ 
1 So he finiſhed his courſe, and fe aſleep, in the 
year 16606. N 


| m—_—_ W N. 
HOMAS ALDAM, of Warnſworth in Voxk- 
| ſhire, received the glad tidings of the goſpel 

of life and ſalvation very early, viz... in the year 
1651, by the preaching of that eminent and faitk- 
ful ſervant of Chriſt Jeſus, George Fox; at which time 
this Thomas Aldam, John Kellam, Thomas Kellam, 


„Vor. I. beatings, 


Richard Farnſworth, Thomas Goodprareapt ſeveral 
others of no eiu s HY OA ulterings, = 


2 . 
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beatings, reproaches, ſpoiling of goods, and impri- 
ſonments, he endured for Chriſt's ſake and the gof- 


pel's, being often concerned to go into market-places, 
and publick places of worſhip, bearing teſtimony 
- . againſt the wickedneſs of the world, and againſt ſuch 
teachers and leaders as cauſed them to err, through 


lightneſs, pride, and covetouſneſs, 

Before he was convinced, he was a great follower 
of the prieſts and teachcrs of thoſe times, but his 
hungering and thirſty ſoul not being ſatisfied amongſt 
them, he left them, and waited as alone, until it 


| pleaſed the Lord to ſend his ſervant George Fox, as 


aforeſaid, into thoſe parts of the country. Thomas 
having received the truth, was valiant for the ſame 


upon earth, and gave up his ſtrength and ſubſtance 


to ſerve the Lord. He was very zealous and fer- 


. vent in ſpirit, ſevere againſt evi}, but tender to the 
- leaſt appearance of that which was good, watching 
over his children in the fear of God, given to cha- 
rity, and to do good to all, 
le was one of the firſt called a Quaker who was 
impriſoned in York caſtle in the year 1652. It was 
for going to Warnſworth ſteeple-houſe, and ſpeak. 
ing to Thomas Rookbey, prieſt of that place, who 
procured his impriſonment at York, where he was 
_ kept two years and ſix months ſo cloſe, that he was 
not ſuffered once to come home, nor ſee any of his 
Children; and ſometimes not permitted to ſee his 
wife and relations when they went to viſit him, He 
was alſo fined, during that impriſonment gol. at the 


1: 


* 
= * 


* 


aſſize, for appearing before the judge with his hat on 
his head, and ſaying thee and thou to him. 

Alſo during the aforeſaid impriſonment, his adver- 
fary Rookbey, and one Vincent an impropriator, 


ſued him at the law for treble damages, and they 


G7 


made ſpoil of his goods to the value of 4.21. not leav- 


ing one cow to give milk for his young children and 


family. Thus he ſuffered for his faithful teſtimony 
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to the coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh, 
and for his free miniſtry; at other times alſo he ſuf- 


fered the loſs of goods for his teſtimony to the truth, 


And as he had been a ſufferer himſelf, ſo he had 
a tender ſympathy for the Lord's people, his breth- 


ren, who were ſufferers for the truth, and would 8 5 
the 


oftentimes to Oliver Cromwell and others, 
rulers of thoſe times, and lay the ſufferings of friends 


before them; he alſo travelled into Scotland and Ire - 


land, and went to the chief rulers there upon the ſame 
account; and he went to all, or moſt of the priſons in 


England, where there were any of the people called 


Quakers, to take a perfect account of their ſuffer- 
ings, that he might be the more capable to advocate 
their caſes before the government, being ready at 
aſſizes, ſeſſions, or elſewhere, to plead the cauſe of 


God's people. 


He had a tender regard to love and unity among 
brethren, bearing good eſteem in his mind for ſuch 
as laboured in the goſpel. . 

When he was about to undertake any jour- 
ney upon truth's account, he would call his Emily 
together, and in much humility pour out his ſup- 


plication to God to preſerve them. 


Thus having ſerved his generation in faithfulneſs, 
he was viſited with ſickneſs, in which time he ſet his 
houſe in order; and in the time of his weakneſs the 


Lord was good unto him, and eminently appeared with 


him, ſo that he ſaid to his ſiſter, near his latter end, 
That he found his ſtrength ſo renewed, that he be- 
© lieved he could get to London if the Lord required 


'* it:* But he added, © I am clear of the blood of all 


© men: I find nothing to this man, meaning Ki 
Charles: the IId. then lately reſtored to his king 
dom. 6 [EI 


The day he died he called for his hit uod 
exhorted them © to live in the fear of God; and to 
| B 2 n love 
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£ love and obey their mother.“ And fo being freely 
reſigned into the hands of God his Creator, he de- 
parted this life in the fourth month, 1660. | | 

His wife Mary Aldam, ſurvived him but three 
months. She was a woman fearing God, and ſerved 
him in her generation; and in all the exerciſes which 
her huſband paſſed through, in thoſe mg days, 
ſhe .never was heard to grudge or repine, but was 
given up in all things to God's diſpoſing. Her re- 
membrance is ſweet, and her name to be recorded 
amongſt the faithful of God's people: ' ſhe received 
truth by the miniftry of George Fox, at the fame 
time her huſband did, and bore teſtimony to the ſame 
truth, according to her meafure. 

He had alſo two ſiſters, faithful women. 

He wrote ſeveral tracts in defence of truth, and 
his ſon T. Aldam publiſhed a ſhort teſtimony con- 
cerning him, in 1690, | 


— —— — 


A been PATRICKSON, formerly of 
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Stockhow in Cumberland, received truth with 
the firſt in thoſe parts, and was made by the Lord 
a miniſter of the everlaſting goſpel ; he travelled 
Into ſeveral parts of England, and through Scotland, 
Ireland, and the Iſle of Man, and was dihgent in at- 
_ tending meetings, admoniſhing and inftri:ing the 
weak, and remained ſtedfaſt to the end. He was P 
alamb-like ſpirit, meek, gentle, not eaſily provoked, 
ready to do good, and walked honeſtly, was of godly 
"converſation, and preached therein to thoſe that were 
enemies tothe goſpel ; fo that they would confefs, 
If all the Quakers were like him, ſurely they were 
g good people.“ When taken ſick, he ſaw he muſt. 
þ Af this life, and immediately the incomes of the 
"oye of God did break in upon his ſpirit, with ſweet 
8 gs 115 | comfort 
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comfort and conſolation; and he ſaid, * The Lord 
© hath given me an aſſurance of that bleſſed inheri- 
< tance that never will have end. 

Thus this faithful witneſs finiſhed his teſtimony, 
and ended his race of this mortal life, the latter end 
of the ſixth month, 1660. 


FILLIAM LEDDRA, an inhabitant of the 
iſland of Barbadoes, who came alſo into 
the juriſdiction of bloody Bolton in New-England, 
to viſit his friends who lay under great ſufferings i in 
priſon, was himſelf caſt into priſon, and locked in 
chains, with a log of wood tied to him, lying down 
and riſing up with the fame, during a very cold 
winter, in an open priſon, till the firſt month, 16671, 
when he was brought to the court at Boſton with 
his chains and log at his heels, The court told 
him, © That he was found guilty, and was to die.“ 

W. Leddra aſked, © What evil have I done?“ 
The court replied, That his own confeſſion was 
as good as a thouſand witneſſes.” 

W. Leddra. What was that?“ 

The court anſwered, That he had owned, that 
thoſe who were put to death (viz. William Robin- 
ſon, Marmaduke Stevenſon, and Mary Dyer) were 
innocent for which they died; and that he would not 
put off his hat in Fouh and that he would ſay thee 
and thou to the m. ſtrates. 

Wi. Leddra. hen you put me to death for 
a ſpeaking Eagle, and 1 not pulling off my 
* cloaths.” 

After ſome more words they pronounced ſentence 
of death upon him, and on the 14th of the firſt month, 
1661, they knocked off his chains, and he took his 
leave of his fellow-priſoners in moſt tender love, led as 
B 3 a EP 
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a ſheep to the ſlaughter, in the meekneſs of the ſpirit 
of Jeſus, reſigned up in the will of God to ſeal the 
truth of the teſtimony he had borne; with his blood. 
So, being enen with the guards, and as he 
was about to aſcend the ladder, he ſaid, All that 
© will be Chriſt's diſciples muſt take up the croſs.” 
And ſtanding where the guards ordered him, with 
an exceeding freſh living countenance he ſpoke to 
the people, and ſaid, © For bearing my teſtimony for 
the Lord againſt deceit, and the deceived, am I 
brought here to ſuffer :* which much affected the 
people. And as the executioner was putting the 
halter about his neck, in the meekneſs and ſenſe of 
Chriſt Jeſus he faid, © I commit my cauſe to thee, 
O God. And juſt at turning off the ladder he 
called out, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit .. 


\ 


An EPISTLE of WILLIAM LEDDRA, to Friends, 
written by him the Day before he was put Death. 


To the Society of the little Flock of Chriſt, Grace 
5 and Peace be multiplied. 


Moſt dear and inwardly beloved! 
„ HE ſweet influences of the morning ſtar, like 
a flood, diſtilling into my innocent habita- 
tion, hath ſo filled me with the joy of the Lord in 
the beauty of holineſs, that my ſpirit is as if it did 
not inhabit a tabernacle of clay, but is wholly ſwal- 
lowed up in the boſom of eternity, from whence it 
had its being. 
Alas! alas! what can the wrath and ſpirit of 
man that luſteth to envy, aggravated by the heat and 
ſtrength of the king of the locuſts, which came out 
of the pit, do unto one that is hid in the ſecrets of 
the Almighty ; or unto them that are gathered un- 
der the Gedling wings of the Prince of Peace; 2 
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der whoſe armour of light they ſhall be able to ſtand 
in the day of trial, © having on the breaſt-plate of 
« righteouſneſs, and the ſword of the ſpirit, which 
« is their weapon of war againſt ſpiritual wicked- 
« neſs, principalities and powers, and the rulers of 
« the darkneſs of this world, both within and with- 
« out?” O my beloved, I have waited like a dove 
at the windows of the ark, and have ſtood ftill in 
that watch, which the Maſter, without whom I could 
do nothing, did at his coming reward with the ful- 
neſs of his love, wherein my heart did rejoice, that 
I might in the love and life of God ſpeak a few 
words to you, ſealed with the ſpirit of promiſe, that 
the taſte thereof might be a favour of life to your 
life, and a teſtimony in you of my innocent death. 
And if I had been altogether ſilent, and the Lord 
had not opened my mouth unto you, yet he would 
have opened your hearts, and there have ſealed my 
innocence with the ſtreams of life, by which “ we 
« are all baptized into that body which is of God, 
« with whom and in whoſe preſence there is life, 
in which, as you abide, you ſtand upon the pillar 
and ground of truth: For the life being the truth 
and the way, go not one ſtep without it, © leſt you 
© ſhould compaſs a mountain in the wilderneſs; for 
© unto every thing there is a ſeaſon.“ As the flow- 
ing of the ocean doth fill every creek and branch 
thereof, and then retires again towards its own be- 
ing and fulneſs, and leaves a favour behind it; ſo 
doth the life and virtue of God flow into every one 


of your hearts, whom he hath made partakers of his 


divine nature; and when it withdraws but a little, 
it leaves a ſweet ſavour behind it, that many can ſay, 
they are made clean through the word that he 
„ hath ſpoken to them.” In which innocent con- 
dition you may ſee what you are in the preſence of 
God, and what you are without him. "Therefore, 
my dear hearts, let my. enjoyment of the life _ 
| 4 = | 
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be your hope, your joy and conſolation; and let the 


man of God flee thoſe things that would lead the 


mind out of the croſs, for then the ſavour of life will 
be buried; and though ſome may ſpeak of things 
that they received in the life, as experiences, yet the 
life being veiled, and the favour of it left behind 


waſhed away by the freſh flood of temptation, the 


condition that they did enjoy in the life boaſted of 


by the airy thing, will be like the manna that was 


gathered yeſterday, without any good ſcent or ſa- 
vour. For it was only well with the man while he 
was in the life of innocency, but being driven from 
the preſence of the Lord into the earth, what can he 
boaſt of? And although you know theſe things, and 
many of you much more than I can ſay, yet for the 
love and zeal I bear to the truth, and honour of 
God, and tender deſire of my ſoul to thoſe that are 
young, that they may read me in that from which I 
write, to ſtrengthen them againſt the wiles of the 
ſubtle ſerpent that beguiled Eve, I fay, ſtand in the 
watch within, in the fear of the Lord, which is the 
very entrance of wiſdom, and the ſtate wherein you 
are ready to receive the ſecrets of the Lord. Hun- 
ger and thirſt patiently, be not weary, neither 

ubt ; ſtand ſtill, and ceaſe from thine own work- 


ing, and in due time thou ſhalt enter into the reſt, 


and thy eyes ſhall behold his ſalvation, whoſe teſ- 


timonies are ſure, and righteous altogether: let 


them be as a ſeal upon thine arm, and as jewels 


about thy neck, that others may ſee what the Lord 
Has done for your ſouls. Confeſs him before men, 
yea, before his greateſt enemies; fear not what 
they ean do unto you: greater is he that is in you, 


than he that is in the world ; for he will cloath you 


with humility, and in the power of his meekneſs. 
Fou ſhall reign over all the rage of your enemies 
in the favour of God, wherein, as you ſtand in faith, 
'ye'are the ſalt of the earth, for many ſeeing oP 
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© good works, may glorify God in the day of their 
« viſitation.* Take heed of receiving that which you 
ſaw not in the light, leſt you give ear to the enemy. 
Bring all things to the light, “ that they may he 
« proved whether they are wrought in God, The 
« love of the world,, the luſt of the fleſh, and 
« the luſt of the cye, are without the light, in the 
« world;”” therefore poſſeſs your veſſels in all ſancti- 
fication and honour, and let your eye look at the 
mark. © He that hath called you is holy; and if 
there be an eye that offends, © pluck it out, and caſt 
« it from you.” Let not a temptation take hold, 
for if you do, it will keep you from the favour of 
God, and that will be a fad ſtate, for without grace 
poſſeſſed, there is no aſſurance of ſalvation: & By 
« grace ye are ſaved, and the witneſſing of it is ſuf- 
ficient for you, to which I commend you all, my 
dear friends, and in it remain your brother, 


Boſton goal, the 13th of WILLIAM LEDDRA. 
the firſt month, 1660-1. | 


. — CIR —— * 


ICHARD HUBBERTHORN was born in 

N, the north part of Lancaſhire; his father was 
a yeoman of the county, and of good repute, 
Richard was his only ſon, inclinable from his youth 
to religion, fearing the Lord, and was faithful in all 
things according to the light and knowledge re- 
ceived ;. his natural diſpoſition was meek and lowly; 
he loved peace among men, and ſometimes preached 
ainong his ſober companions, -. Wig 

. When. it pleaſed God to raiſe up his people in the 
north. parts of England, this ſame perſon. was one 
among the firſt, whoſe heart the Lord touched with 
the ſenſe of his power, and he went through great 
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afflictions, through the difpenfation of the grace 
and ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, till the ſame power 
that killed, did make alive; and that wounded, alſo 
healed; and being raiſed by the holy ſpirit of the 
Lord, he was made a miniſter of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel, and accordingly went forth in the name and 


power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and travelled to and 


fro the nation for the ſpace of nine years; and thou- 
ſands were as feals to the power and verity of his 


miniſtry, and of his faithfulneſs among the churches 


of Chriſt, 


He was a man of ſmall ſtature, of a weak con- 


ſtitution of body, and though flow of ſpeech, yet he 


was very wiſe, and knew his ſeaſon when to ſpeak, 
and when to be ſilent. When he ſpoke, it was with 
ſuch diſcretion and plainnefs of words, that reached 
perfectly the matter intended; and his fpeech being 
with grace, and his miniſtry ſavoury, God made him 
and his ſervice a bleſſing to many. He was not eaſi- 
Ty moved into grief by adverſity, or into joy by proſ- 
perity; a faithful contender for the living faith once 


delivered to the faints, which ſtands in the power of 


God, and worketh by love. 

He was, with many others of the people called 
Quakers, taken from the Bull and Mouth meeting- 
houſe in London, and had before' Sir Richard 
Brown, who with his own hands did violence to 
him, and then committed him to Newgate, where 
being confined with many others, in a cloſe naſty 


priſon, he was taken ſick, and in a few days grew 


weaker and weaker. 
About two days before his deceaſe, ſome of his 
deareſt friends viſiting him, aſked, If any thing 
was on his mind?” His anſwer was, That there 


as no need to diſpute matters, he knew the 
ground of his ſalvation, and was fatisfied for ever 
: Lan his peace with the Lord God; and we know, 
faid he, one another well, and what each of us can 
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© ſay about theſe things.” During his ſickneſs he 
expreſſed much love to friends; and his mind was 
deemed out of all viſible things; and ſeveral times 
he would fay, © The word of the Lord is with me:“ 
And farther faid, © That faith which hath wrought 
my falvation I well know, and have grounded ſa- 
< tisfaction in it.“ In the time of his ſickneſs, he was 
kept feeding in retiredneſs within, ſo that one might 
feel his ſtrength in the ſpirit that kept him ſo ſtill, 
that it was not remembered that he groaned all the 


time of his ſickneſs. On the ſeventh day in the 


morning, he aſked for the miſtreſs of the houſe, and 
ſaid, * This night, or to-morrow, I ſhall depart 
hence.“ The next morning he ſaid to one fitting 


by him, Do not ſeek to hold me, for it is too ſtrait 


© for me; and out of this ſtraitneſs I muſt go, for J 
© am wound into largeneſs, and am to be lifted up 
on high, far above all.“ So in the evening, being 
the firſt day of the week, and the 17th of the ſixth 
month, 1662, he finiſhed his courſe, according to 
his own words, and was gathered up to his Father. 
He wrote many treatiſes, which were collected 
together and publiſhed in one volume quarto, 1663. 


» —  — —— 


T7 DWARD BURROUGH, born in the county 

, of Weſtmoreland about the year 1635; of 
honeſt parents, was in his childhood ripe of *know+ 
ledge, and did far excel many of his years: Prey 
hairs were upon him when but a youth, and he was 
inclinable to the beſt things, and the neareſt way of 


worſhip according to the ſcriptures, aſſociating with 
the beſt men. His natural diſpoſition was bold and 


manly, what he took in hand, he did with his might; 
r ee Faculty 239d Gary bo bY ee 
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ed; he delighted in conference, and reading of the 
e 
hen it pleaſed God to viſit his people in the 
north of England, this ſervant of Chriſt was early 
called, viz. in the year 1652, when about ſeventeen 
years of age; and he was fent forth by the ſpirit of 
the Lord to preach the everlaſting goſpel, repent- 
ance, converſion, falvation, and remiſſion of fins, in 
the name and power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Saviour of mankind. He was an able minifter of 
the glad tidings of falvation in moſt parts of Eng- 
land, and through Ireland ſeveral times, and in Scot- 
land and Flanders; and his miniſtry was made ef- 
fectual by the mighty power of God, in turning 
many thouſands from darkneſs to light: for as he 
began early, fo he laboured much in the heat of 
the day, breaking up rough places, and untilled 
ground, and often walked as it were among briars 
and thorns, from which he met with great oppoſi- 
tion; but he broke through them all, not regard- 
ing the oppoſition, and the ſufferings that he met with 
for the good of fouls. His induftry in the Lord's 
work was very great, he ſeldom having many hours 
repoſe, making the Lord's work his whole buſineſs, 
not taking ſo much liberty as to ſpend one week to 
himſelf, about any outward occaſion, in ten years; 
and it was his grief if any opportunity was miſled in 
doing good. He was a man of no great learning 
{which men ſo much admire), yet he had the tongue 
of the learned, having had experience of the work 
of God in many conditions, ſo that he could fpeak a 
word in due ſeaſon, to the underſtandings and con- 
ſciences of all men with whom he converfed; for 
his words adminiſtered grace to the hearer. 
Alt the age of nineteen, in the year 1654, he came 
up to London, and was one of the firſt who preached 
in that city, and great oppoſition he met b E 
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but God made his miniſtry effectual to the conver- 
ſion of hundreds. He continued about London very 
much, at times, between eight and nine 
ſpeaking of the things of the kingdom of God. 
His heart was much drawn towards London, and 
he often ſaid, when ſufferings came for the goſpel's 
ſake, © I canfreely go to that city, and lay down my 
© life for a teſtimony of that truth which I have de- 
© clared through the power and ſpirit of God.? 

In the year 1662, viſiting friends in the city of 
Briſtol, he took his leave, and ſaid to many, I am 
going up to the city of London, to ſuffer among 
© friends in that place. And a little after his re- 
turn to the ſaid city, he was taken from a meeting 
of the people called Quakers, at the Bull and Mouth 
meeting-houſe, by ſoldiers under the command of 
Sir Richard Brown, mayor, and committed to New- 
gate; not for evil-doing, but for teſtifying to the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and for the worſhip of God; 
there he lay in priſon with more than one hundred 
of his friends upon the fame account; many of them 
being ſhut up among felons in naſty-places ; and for 
want of priſon-room they grew weak, ſickened and 
died, among which this young man was one; his 
ſickneſs increaſing upon him daily, ſtill in much pa- 
tience he was carried through all. 

He was in prayer often both day and night, 8 
ng at one time, I have had a teſtimony of the 
© Lord's love to me from my youth, and my heart 
© hath been given up to do his will; I have preached 
the goſpel freely in this city, and have often given 
up my life for the goſpel's fake : Lord, rip open my 
© heart, and fee if it be not right before thee. Another 


time he ſaid, There lies no iniquity at my door; 


but the preſence of the Lord is with me, and his 


© life I feel juſtifies me. Afterwards he faid, * Lord 


© thou haſt loved me when I was in the won, and 
+ have loved: des from my cradle, and from ug 
1 1 you 
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© youth unto this day, and have ſerved thee faith- 
© fully in my generation.“ He ſpoke to friends that 
were about him, © to live in love and peace, and love 
© one another:* and ſaĩid, The Lord takes the righte- 
+ ous from the evil to come;* and prayed for his 
enemies and perſecutors, and ſaid, Lord, forgive 
© Richard Brown who impriſoned me.“ Again he 
ſaid, Though this body of clay muſt turn to 
© duſt, yet I have this teſtimony, that I have ſerved 
© God in my generation; and that ſpirit which hath 
lived, and acted, and ruled in me, ſhall yet break 
© forth in thouſands.” And in the morning before 
he departed, being ſenſible of his death, he ſaid, 
© Now my foul and ſpirit is entered in its own be- 
ing, with God, and this form of perſon muſt re- 
© turn from whenge it was taken.“ And after a 
little ſeaſon, he gave up the ghoſt, as a martyr for 
the word of God, and teſtimony of Jeſus, 


He was born in 1635. 
Began to preach 1652. 


He wrote many treatiſes, which have been col- 
lected and publiſhed in a folio volume, 1672 
" JUMPHRY SMITH, of Little Cowrne, in 
the county of Hereford, formerly a publick 
preacher, - was convinced of truth about the year 


* 5 1 


1655, and came to be an able miniſter of the goſpel of 


Chriſt, which he freely preached, and turned many 
to righteouſneſs, and gave forth many warnings and 
exhortations to the people, as may be ſeen at large 
in the printed collection of his works; and the Lord 
ſhewed him in a viſion, in the fifth month, 1660, the 
as ak _ deſtruction 
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deſtruction of the city of London by fire, which was 
ſix years before it came to paſs ; and which viſion he 
publiſhed as a warning to the people to repent; part 
whereof is as follows : 


Part of the Viſion of HUMuPHRVY SMITH, which he 
ſaw concerning the burning of the City of Lon- 
don in the fifth month, 1660, which was three 


Years before his Deceaſe, and ſix Years before it 
was fulfilled, 


ND as for the city herſelf, and her ſuburbs, 
| and all that belonged to her [I beheld] a 
fire was kindled therein, but ſhe knew not how; 
even in her goodly palaces, and the kindling of it 
was in the foundation of her buildings, and there 
was none could quench it, neither was there any 
able: and the burning thereof was exceeding 
great, and burned inward in an hidden manner, 
which cannot be expreſſed ; and the fire conſumed 
the foundations which the city ſtood upon, and all 
the buildings fell, and it confumed all the lofty things 
therein, and the fire ſearched out all the hidden places, 
and burned moſt in fecret places, but the conſump- 
tion was exceeding great wherewith it was conſumed. 
© And as I pafled through her ſtreets, I beheld 
her ſtate to be very miſerable, and very few were 
thoſe that were left in her, who were but here and 
there one, and they feared not the fire, neither did 
the burnings hurt them: but they were and 
walked as mournful people, and the fire burned 
every where, fo that there was no eſcaping of it. 
And thus ſhe became a deſolation, and as an aſs 
< toniſhment; for the burning was ſuffered of God 
© for her chaſtifement, and could not be quenched 
© nor overcome: and there was none could ' ſtop 
the flaming, and the fire conſumed all things, both 
© ſtone and timber, and burned under all ming, 
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| © and under all foundations, and that which was 
| © lifted up above it fell down, and the fire conſumed 
| © it; and the flaming continued, though the foun- 
© dation was burnt up, and all the lofty part brought 
| © down by the fire: yet there was much old ſtuff, 
| © and part of broken defolate walls and buildings 
in the midſt, which the fire continued burning 
© againſt, and that which was taken, as to make 
© ute of, which yet eſcaped the fire, became uſeleſs 
© in mens hands, as a thing of nought. And the 
© viſion thereof remained in me, as a thing that was 
© ſecretly ſhewn me of the Lord. 
Now let wiſe men find out the matter, 
© and her prudent men read, and her divines. (ſo 
© called), interpret the viſion, that her day is at 
© hand, and let every one look to their own ways.” 
This, with much more that Humphry Smith 
faw, was publiſhed and printed in the year 1660, as 
. a warning, that people might ſtand in the day of 
trial, and endure the hour of trouble, | 
. Beſides other things which the Lord revealed to 
bim, he had alſo a clear ſight of bis own ſufferings, 
and death thereby: for about the year 1662, tra- 
velling among many friends about Lendon, he told 
ſome of them, © That he had a narrow path to paſs 
h:“ and ſaid ſeveral times before he was 
taken up, He ſaw he ſhould be impriſoned, and 
< that it might coſt him his life.“ Taking leave of 
his friends, he ſet forward, in the will of God, 
weſtward, and being in a meeting of the people 
called Quakers at Alton in Hampſhire, he was taken 
from thence, and had before the twa lieutenants of 
the county, who committed him to the ſtinking 
cloſe priſon. of Wincheſter, where, after a whole 
year's impriſonment, he fell fick; and in the time 
of his fickneſs he ſpoke many precious words to 
friends about him, ſignifying, © That he was given 
Sup ta the will of God, either in life your 
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'aS BR And as he lay under great illneſs,” he ſaid, © My 


ed © heart is filled with the power of God: And then 
N- ſaid, © It is good for a man at ſuch a time as this, to 
ht BY © have the Lord to be his friend.” Another time he 
f, faid, Lord, thou haſt ſent me forth to do thy will, 
gs and I have been faithful unto thee in my ſmall 
Ng © meaſure, which thou haſt committed unto me; 
ke © but if thou wilt yet try me further, thy will be 
eſs done.“ Alfo he ſaid, * I am the Lord's, let him 
he . do what he will.” 2 * the on 2 by > 
as ture, he prayed earneſtly, ſaying, rd, hear 
** b — and groans of thine oppreſſed, and 
I, deliver my ſoul from the oppreſſor: Hear me, O 
lo © Lord, uphold and preſerve me. I know that my 
at © Redeemer hveth ; Thou art ſtrong and mighty, 
| O Lord.“ And prayed, © That the Lord would 
th © deliver his people from their cruel oppreſſors; 
as and for thoſe who had been convinced by him, 
of That the Lord would be their teacher.” ... , 
He lay quiet and fill, ſenſible to the laſt moment; 
to and died a priſoner for the truth in the common goal 
8, of Wincheſter, on the 4th of the eighth month 
a— | 166 p. (7 135 4 2 lit 
Id | He writings were printed together in a ſmall vo- 
is BY lume in quarto, 1683, "954 n 
48 2 iin A 
of **ùẽ᷑— 
le TOHN' AUDLAND was born in the county of 
en Weſtmoreland, near Cam's-gill: when a child, 


of he was ripe and quick of underſtanding; and about 


ng the eighteenth year of his age the Lord inclined his 
le heart towards himſelf; he delighted in reading the 
ne ſcriptures, and having a large knowledge and me- 
to mor y, could diſcourſe of things relating to religion, 


en and became an eminent preacher, not only amongſt 
1. de mod ſtrict fort, of proſeſſors, but eee 
A | ac 
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| | 
| at chapels, and publick pariſh places of worſhip, 
j where great multitudes of people would flock after 
| him 

4 About the twentieth year of his age he married 
| Anne Newby of Kendal, belonging to the fame re- 
| ligious meeting (afterwards the wife of Thomas 
fl Camm, of Cam's-gill, in Weſtmoreland.) This 

1 John Audland was one of thoſe before mentioned, oft 
who was convinced the firſt time that he heard 
George Fox at Firbank chapel, and received him 2 
into his houſe ; and ſeeing the emptineſs of his own | 25 
high flown notions and profeſſion in religion, he ſat 


down in ſilence and aſtoniſhment, like Job, for * 
many days; and great was the work of the Lord I 


upon him, being {tripped of his earthly wiſdom, c 
and in that ſtate he mourned and wept bitterly, for c 
he ſaw where he had been, and that it was the Lord 0 
alone that could help him. And in great compaſ- « 
ſion the Lord revealed his ſaving health and arm of 0 
power, by which he raiſed him up, and filled him c 
with wiſdom and ſtrength for the: performance of 
that work he would concern him in; in gathering 


home the outcaſts of Iſrael, and the diſperſed of Jacob, . 
and ſent him forth to preach redemption, in the le 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to, the poor, and de 
deliverance to the captive, and the day of vengeance ſa 
upon the wicked, Leaving all his outward concerns, c 
he went forth, and the dread, wiſdom, and majeſty . 1 
of the Lord was with him, and many hundreds were di 
turned to the Lord through him, as an inſtrument e. 
in God's hand. Briſtol, and ſeveral counties in the * 
weſt ol England, were witneſſes of the power and 
efficacy of his miniſtry, who with John Camm, e 
were of the firſt of thoſe called Quakers who went. f 
to that city, preaching © Chriſt Jeſus the light of the e 


© world.“ He was often concerned in diſputations, v 
and the Lord furniſhed him with matter, ſo that he b 
ſtopped the mouths of gainſayers; his „ h 
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large and free, affecting almoſt to all ſorts of people, 
and he had a word in ſeaſon to all conditions; but 
notwithſtanding he was young and ſtrong, yet that 
ſervice much ſpent him ſeveral years before he 
died. | | Fs 
He had been ſeveral times in priſon for his teſti- 
mony's ſake, as at Newcaſtle, and Briſtol; ' and 
often in great perils, ſore beatings, and cruel mock- 
ings, both of the rabble, and alſo of the bitter fpirited 
profeſſors, but through all the Lord preſerved him 
faithful. Growing weak by a lingering diſtemper 
of a cough and conſumption, he would often fay 
in his ſickneſs, Ah! thoſe great meetings in the 
© orchard at Briſtol, I may not forget; I would fo 
„ gladly have ſpread my net over all, and have ga- 
© thered all, that I forgot myſelf, never conſidering 
the inability of my body; but it is well, my re- 
< ward is with me, and I am content to give up and 
, + with the Lord, for that my ſoul values above all 
things.“ | 8” 9 
Near his death, friends viſiting him, the Lord did 
wonderfully open his mouth in exhortation, to their 
great refreſhment and joy, as if he had been without 
ſenſe of ſickneſs. He had a tender regard to his 
dear wife who was big with child ; © But in this, 
ſaid he, © my will is in true ſubjection, ſubmitting 
© to the will of the Lord, whether life or death.“ 
He deſired his wife to give him up freely to the 
diſpoſing hand of the Lord; and the Lord ſtrength- 
ened her, freely to recommend kim into his hands, 
which made him eaſy. | | 5 
He was often, in the time of his ſickneſs, ex- 
ceedingly filled with the high praiſes of God, be- 
ing overcome in the ſenſe of God's love, joy, and 
everlaſting peace. When he grew weaker, he 
would be helped up upon his knees, and upon his 
bed fervently ſupplicated the Lord, in the behalf of 
his whole heritage, that © they might be preſerved 
in 


= aa FS.. 


| 
1 


＋ 


C4 


44 PIETY PROMOTED. 


t in the truth, out of the evil of the world; and that 


his goſpel might ſpread, and be publiſhed, to the 
gathering of all that appertain to Iſrael: And. ſo i 
| he was ſweetly taken away in the joy of the Lord, 
on the 22d of the firſt month, in the year 1664. 


| He was convinced. in 1052, 
And died — — 1664. 
Being aged about 34 years. 


His writings. are collected together with John 
Camm's. Ts | 


- i 


RISCILLA COTTON, formerly wife of Ar- 
thur Cotton, who then dwelt at Plymouth in 
evon, now of Colcheſter in Eſſex, was one of 
the firſt that received friends in Plymouth; namely, 
{Rn Audland and Thomas Arey, in 1654, and ſhe 
ved an honourable life, and was valiant for truth, 
and often bore publick teſtimony to it in ſteeple- 
houſes, and other places, againſt the prieſts and pro- 
fellors, who walked out of the truth; and for her 
teſtimony ſhe ſuffered ſeveral impriſonments and 
cruel dealings from them, and other inſtruments em- 
ployed by them. Moreover ſhe travelled in ſeveral 
places, bearing teſtimony for truth in the living pow- 
er of God. Sbe alſo in her life-time gave forth ſeve- 
ral good papers, which are printed; and laſtly, the 
day ſhe died, ſhe left a paper for friends, as a teſti- 
mony of her good will and love to them all; which 
is as followeth: | rb 230 


The 
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WT The Teſtimony of PxrscrLLAa Cor row, to Friends, 
WY < LL my dear friends, who have found your 
© Redeemer, oh! wait upon him at all times, 


that you may ſtand continually in his prefence, 
© where life is, that with the light you receive from 
him, you may ſee your thoughts, and deny them, 
that in ſtayedneſs you may be kept, when the haſty 
froward ſpirit would arife, and keep it down. And 
wich the meaſure of God's ſpirit all may be weigh- 
(ed, the words to what they tend, that no Tightnels 
may appear in your words, nor unſavourinefs, that 
W © no offence come, butedification by all you ſpeak. — 
© Let the elders watch, that at no time the younger 
may fee lightneſs, laughter, or words of offence, 
but that you may always keep down the evil in 
© yourſelves, and may miniſter grace to all you have 
to do withal, that God's ſpirit be not grieved; fo 
© keep the field clean, that was once ploughed up 
and made green and beautiful, that no ſtones nor 
© hurtful weeds grow in it to oppreſs the ſeed, 
© And friends, the croſs is the power of God: when 
= © you flee the croſs, you loſe the power; that which 
= © pleafeth ſelf, is above the crofs, and that which 
pleaſeth man, is above the crofs ; and that which 
= © ſhwuns the crofs, yields to the carnal part, and loſes 
its dominion ; though the crofs ſeems fooliſhneſs, 
ſtand in it; though it feems weak, ſtand in it; 
© though it be a ſtumbling-block to the wiſe, ſtand 
in it; there the dominion, authority, and crown is 
received. And this is not for to be exerciſed 
in only for a time, as at your firſt convineemerit, 
Wy © but daily, even to the death, as long as a deſire, 
* will, or thought remaineth in you, contra ry to God's 
pure light; and as you wait in the light, you will 
come to know a croſs in the uſe of meat, So 
© an 
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© and apparel, and keep to the croſs when alone, or 
© in company; what the pure mind of God-ſtands i 
© acainſt in you, that the croſs is againſt. So friends, 
£ watch daily to keep Chriſt's command, Take up | 
© your daily croſs, be not at liberty one day, but 
deny thy own will, thy own thoughts, and thy own 
£ ſelf, Taking up the croſs, you feel the power, the 
© ftrength of the Lord God, which breaks down all, 
© keeps in order, in ſafety, and in peace; and this 
© preſerves from ſtubbornneſs, wi/fulneſs, and headi- 71, 
© neſs, and brings all to be ſubject, as dear children, 
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© unto God, and ſubject one unto another as bre- + 
© thren. In the light and in the croſs there is no evil WF e 
© thoughts, no hard ſpeeches, no contention, no lov- « 
© ing pre-eminence; but as brethren and ſiſters, WF « ; 
© pitiful, tender-hearted, courteous, forgiving, for- ot 
© bearing, long-ſuffering, and ſupporting one ano- on 
ther; here the power of the croſs is known, which 

© brings al-to God's praiſe, and to his honour and WY © 
* glory, and to his children's proſperity and peace: ſp 
: Bo let it be, Amen.“ 186 


PRIScILILIA Cor rox, 


AFTER this, ſeeing her departure was nigh at hand, 
ſhe deſired ſeveral friends to be called; being come, 
ſhe deſired to be lifted up in her bed; and in a ſen 
of life ſhe ſpake ſuitably to every ene for ſome time, 
exhorting friends to © peace and unity, and to keep in 
© the croſs, which is the power of God, that all might 


s witneſs a mortification to ſin, and a renewedneſs to be 
life, that the living God and his holy truth might be 1, 
© honoured by all; and that friends might keep out al 

© of the faſhions and cuſtoms of the world, both in 4 
words and apparel, every one anſwering the truth 4 
| 6 therein.“ 


After 
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After this ſhe called for her huſband, who was at 
that time weak; embracing him, ſhe ſaid, My dear 
£ huſband, the Lord hath largely manifeſted his love 
© to us, and large has been our experience thereof, 
© ever ſince he brought us together to this day; and 
now my dear, the Lord will ſeparate us, but grieve 
not, let thy eye and expectation be to him, and the 
© Lord who hath hitherto helped us, will be thy hel 
and ſupport; in whom let thy truſt be for ever“ 
In like manner ſhe called for her daughter, and gave 
her charge to live in ſubjection to God's truth; 
and to forſake what ſhe was convinced of to be 
< ſin and evil;* ſaying, if ſhe feared the Lord, and 
© walked in his truth, it ſhall be well with her; but 
© if not, thou wilt be miſerable;* ſhe alſo ſpake to 
other friends and relations, which for brevity is 
omitted. Afterwards ſhe ſaid, Let me lie > Sr 
that I may di2;” ſo in great ſtillneſs and quietneſs 
ſhe departed this life, about four hours after ſhe had 


ſpoken theſe words, the 4th day of the ſixth month, 
1664. | 


ARY PAGE, wife to William Page, of Wel- 
lingborough in the county of Northampton, 
was taken ſick in Warwick priſon, where ſhe had been 
a priſoner eleven months and upwards, for the teſti- 
mony of the name of the Lord; which faithful teſti- 
mony ſhe ſealed with her blood, to the joy of all that 
beheld her innocent paſſage. This handmaid of the 
Lord, upon her death-bed, in great power exhorted 
all to be faithful, and abide in the covenant of 

© light, and be truly obedient in the meek, humble, 
and ſelf-denying ſpirit of our Lord Jeſus, that in 
£ the pure love and righteouſneſs of God, all the 
children of our Father might live in union with the 
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_ © unto thee ; nothing will fatisfy them but thy: pre- 
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Lord, and one with another, to bear a faithful teſti- 
* mony for the Lord; whatever became of the body, 
it would, (ſhe told them) be well every way, and 
to the praiſe and glory of the Lord for ever. Many 
times when ſhe her exhortation, ſhe poured 
forth her ſpirit in ſupplication to the Lord with great 
fervency, and what follows is noted, Oh!] I hon 
powerful God, who art the ſearcher of all hearts, 
© behold thy hendnnaid; and if there be any thing 
< that is not upright before thee in the heart of thy 
© handmaid, make it known to me, thou ſearcher of 
© hearts : for thou knoweft J delight to ſtand approv- 
ed in thy fight; thou haſt not failed thy handmaid 
© in whatever thou haſt called me to unto this day; 
but thy preſence hath attended me, and comforted 
me through every trial and beſetment, that the ene- 
my of my foul] hath compaſſed me about withal. 
Oh bleſſed God | How haſt thou: kept and pre- 
«£ ſerved me to thyſelf, and through the power of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, made me to trample upon the 
© enemy of my ſoul's peace: therefore in the name 
and power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, doth my ſoul 
© praiſe thee, O my God, for my preſervation in the 
© power and authority of thy ſpirit, to bear my faithful 
< teſtimony for thee my God, all my days until I 


< have finiſhed my courſe in thy will. Oh Lord 


i my ſtrength and life for ever and ever. And dear 


Father, look upon thy poor oppreſſed ones, that have 
© rio life but in thee: Oh! how do they cry in a 
ſenſe of their miſery : Lord help, or we die. Oh 
©. Lord! thou knoweſt their neceſſities; and their 
wants are not hid from thee, whoſe righteouſneſs, 
« without thee is as filthy rags: therefore do they ry 


< ſence. - 'Oh powerful Father] raiſe up thy on be- 


4 2 in the power and authority of the Lord Jeſurs 
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© may be lifted up, and every hungry and thirſty foul 
< ſatisfied with the bread and water of life, which thou 
< freely handeſt forth by the hand of our Mediator 
© Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, not for any thing that we 
© have done, or do, but for thy own name's fake, that 
© all fleſh and boaſting may be laid in the duſt, and all 
crowns caſt down before thee, that thou alone may 
have all the glory, whoſe right it 1s over all, faith 
my ſou), for ever and ever. And yet notwithſtand- 
ing that all we have or receive, is in thy free mercy 
in Chriſt Jeſus, yet this giveth not any liberty to 
ſin, oh! Lord thou knoweſt; but rather engageth 
us, that are born again, to abhor ourſelves, and to 
ſtand upon our watch diligently, that the enemy 
© may not enter with any of his wiles, to cauſe us to 
© abuſe thy grace and free mercies, which thou haſt 
© fo freely manifeſted to us, in the name of the Lord 
© Jeſus, when we had not any power to help our- 
© ſelves: therefore doth my ſoul, with the ſouls of thy 
dear and faithful children, cry unto thee to keep us 
© pure in thy holy power, that in meekneſs and true 
© {incerity of heart, we may wait upon thee, and be 
© obedient in whatever thou calleſt us unto, even to the 
© loſs of huſband, or wife, or children, or whatever 
© elſe thou requireſt, if it be to the laying down of 
© the outward man, for thy glorious truth ; it will be 
< well every way with all that have not any comfort 
or help but in thee, thou ever-living God, to whom 
© be all glory and honour for ever. And Father of 
© life, bleſs and preſerve all the people that make 
mention of thy holy and eternal truth, here and 
© here-away, and all my fellow-priſoners, with all oQ 
© ſuffering members every where; and my dear huſ- 
© band and children, bleſs and preſerve them, and 
© take care of them: oh! my God, do well for 
them every way, in keeping them faithful, with my 
© own foul, unto the end of our days, whether they 
© be few or many, thy will be done, Oh! thou holy 
Vor. I. C 6 eternal 
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eternal God, keep thy dear children from whence I 
came: oh Lord ! thou knows how dear they are to 
© me; but I commit them wholly to thy care, oh 
my God, who I know Grin will never fail 
© them that are of an upright heart, and cannot be 
© ſatisfied but with thy living eternal preſence in the 
© Lord Jeſus, to whom I commit them all, if I never 
£ ſee their faces in the outward any more; I know it 
will be well both with me and them, as we give up 
© unto thee, to be ordered according to thy will, our 


© little time we have here to be upon the earth, to 


© the glory and honour of thy great name, thou ever- 
© laſting glorious Father of life, to whom alone it 
© doth belong, ſaith my ſoul, with the ſouls of all thy 
© beloved and faithful children and ſervants, that thou 
© haſt choſen to glorify thee, who alone is God over 
© all, bleſſed for ever and evermore.*” And when 
ſhe had done, a friend aſked her how ſhe did, ſhe ſaid, 
© I am weak, but I would go home: What, ſaid the 
friend, to thy eternal home? ſhe ſmiled and faid, 
© Yea, when it pleaſeth my heavenly Father.* Her 
tender and loving huſband being there with her, and 
friends weeping by her, after a little time ſhe ſaid, 
Give me up freely into the arms of my heavenly 
© Father ;* and ſhe ſpake no more, but ſoon finiſhed 
her courſe with joy, and laid down her body in peace, 
on the 17th of the tenth month, 1665. 


OBERT HATTON, of Hatton in Cheſhire, 


an eminent miniſter of the goſpel, and faithful 
in his labours and travels, to preach the ſame for 


many years. By a good example, he adorned the 


doctrine of Chriſt, and in his innocent life preached 
righteouſneſs at home and abroad. He was ſolid and 


grave, and had a good ſenſe of God upon his ſpirit, 
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and a divine underſtanding of things that tended to 
the honour of God, and the church's peace, He dear- 
ly loved unity, and laboured earneſtly to promote it ; 
every appearance of that which obſtructed it, was 
grief to him; but the increaſing fellowſhip of the 
church his ſoul rcjoiced in: he was zealous for the 
holy truth, and concerned for the glory of God ; his 
ſoul hated the very appearance of evil, and a ſharp 
reprover of the looſe, prophane, heady and high- 
minded, and ſuch that were lovers of pleaſures more 
than lovers of God. Being a profeſſor of the wiſ- 


dom that is from above, he was mild in exhortation, 


and loved tenderneſs in whomſoever it appeared, and 
was ready to help the weak ; in ſuffering, of a noble 
ſpirit, bold for the truth, wholly reſigned to the will of 
God, come what would come ; being a man of cou- 
rage, he alſo gave great encouragement unto ſuffer- 
ing friends; a faithful follower of the lamb, what- 
ever tribulations or impriſonments he met with, or 
fines that were impoſed upon him, for the teſtimon 

that the Lord had given him to bear. When ſpoken 
to not to preach, he mildly anſwered, © If the Lord 
© kindle a facrifice, who can forbear to offer.“ And 
wherever he travelled, he left a good favour behind 


him, 


The day before he departed this life, ſome of his 
friends were with him, to whom he ſpake of things 
relating to the inner man, and faid cheerfully, My 


* tpirit is very eaſy, and there is no guilt or burthen 


© upon me.“ At their parting he ſaid, The Lord 
* knows whether we may fee the faces one of another 
again.“ And the day following laid down his head, 
no doubt in peace with God, and is at reſt. 
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ICHARD FARNSWORTH, of Balby in 
Yorkſhire, was one of thoſe whom the Lord 
raiſed up early in the work of the miniſtry ; he ſuf- 
fered about twelve months impriſonment, at Banbury 
in Oxfordſhire, in the year 1655, and many were 
turned to God by him. He was mighty in diſcourſes 
and diſputes with prieſts and profeſſors, and after much 
labour in the work of the miniſtry, and great ſuffer- 
ings and perſecutions, he at laſt finiſhed his teſtimony 
in London, in the year 1666. 

A little ſpace before his departure out of this life, 
ſitting up in his bed, he ſpoke in as much power and 
ſtrength of ſpirit as he had ever done at any time in 
his health, thoſe words following: Friends, God 
hath been mightily with me, and hath ſtood by me 
at this time, and his power and preſence hath en- 
compaſſed me all along; God hath appeared for 
the owning of my teſtimony, and hath broken in 
upon me as a flood, and I am filled with his love 
more than I am able to expreſs ; and God has really 
appeared for us: if God himſelf had come down, 
and ſpoken as a man, he could not have ſpoken 
more clear to us than he_hath done, by the man 
teſtimonies from heaven in his people. Therefore 
E beſeech you, friends, here of this city of London, 
whether I live or die, be you faithful to your teſti- 
mony God hath committed to. you.” 
He publiſhed many ſmall tracts in defence of truth, 
which have not been collected. . | 
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LDWARD PARKER, of Thornbury in Glou- 
ceſterſnire, was convipced of the bleſſed truth. 

by John Audland and John Camm, at their firſt com- 
ing into thoſe parts, about the year 1654. He bore 
a publick teſtimony for truth, and continued faithful 
| | to 
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to his death. On his dying bed he gave living teſti- 


monies to the truth, many friends and others being 
preſent. His laſt words were, Lord come, thy ſer- 
< vant is ready ;* and then departed this life, in the 
year 1667, in the 5oth year of his age, 


LEANOR CANNINGS, wife of Joſeph 

Cannings, of Thornbury in Glouceſterſhire, 
was convinced by John Audland and John Camm, 
when they came into that country, She was a zea- 
lous woman, and often exerciſed in bearing a faith- 
ful teſtimony for the truth againſt the prieſts, for 
which ſhe ſuffered many and great abuſes from the 
rude people. She continued a ſincere-hearted friend 
to the end of her days, and on her dying bed gave 
many good exhortations to friends about her, ſaying 
a little before her death, © I am well ſatisfied, and am 
going to a better habitation.” ; 

She was buried at Haſel, the 19th of the firſt month, 

about the 73d year of her age. 


Ce 
| ENRY PONTYN, of French-Hay meeting, 
| | was a faithful labourer in the miniſtry of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as well beyond ſea, as in this na- 
tion of England; he endured many ſufferings and 
hardſhips, and ſeveral years impriſonment at Glouceſ- 
ter, for his faithful teſtimony for God, and continued 
faithful to his death. On his dying bed he faid, 
© 'The Lord hath done well for me, and the chaſtiſe- 
ments of the Lord are good ;* exhorting his chil- 
dren and friends about him, to © live in the fear of the 
© Lord, that they might die in his favour,” ſaying, 
© the end will crown all.“ oe Pk. POR. 
He died in the 67th year of his age. 
C 3 MARY 
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TARY HARRIS, of London, went often with 

her relations to the meetings of the people called 
Quakers, and had a love raiſed in her to the bleſſed truth, 
and to them who held it in a pure conſcience; yet ſtill 
lived in the cuſtoms and faſhions of this evil world. But 
the ſame love of God that had begotten tenderneſs 
in her heart, and love to truth, followed her, and 
would not ſuffer her to ſit down in the world with- 
out trouble; and the Lord viſited her with great 
weakneſs, fo that ſhe grew ill, and fell into a con- 
ſumption for about three years. Being often viſited 
by Joſiah Coale, and put in mind to conſider whe- 
ther the hand of the Lord was not upon her for 
her unfaithfulneſs and diſobedience , ſhe did con- 
ſider the matter, and the Lord ſet it home upon her 
heart, and ſhe cried to him for merey, and applied 
ber heart to the Lord, and his faithful meſſengers, 
ſaying, © I have hardened my heart at many precious 
© meetings, when the Lord hath ſmitten me; and 
© I have ſeen plainly that the Lord would have 
gathered me; but I ſaid in my heart, If I receive 
© this, if I give up to this, I muſt be a Quaker, 
and I cannot be a Quaker. Then would I take 
my heart from attending upon the miniſtration of 
truth, and then my heart became more hard. 
What ſhall I do, ſaid ſhe, that now I may receive 
the faithful ſayings of the ſervants of the Lord ? 
Oh ! that my heart were open; but it is ſhut and 
hard: when ſhall I find mercy in this ſtate ff * 
She remained ſo for ſome time, and grew weaker 
and weaker in body ; and on the firſt day ſhe took 
her bed, ſhe was much under the righteous judg- 
ments of the Lord, and felt his word in her heart 
as fire; but the Lord in judgment remembered 
mercy, and having brought her very low, he ſhewed 
her the child's ſtate, which ſhe with great delight 
. deſired; 
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deſired; and indeed ſhe became as a little child, fit 
for the kingdom of heaven. Then did the Lord rend 
the veil, and ſhewed her his glory, and the preciouſ- 
neſs of his pure truth ; the light ſhined out of dark- 
neſs, and in it ſhe ſaw light, and received the know- 
ledge of God; and her heart was filled with joy 
and praiſes to the Lord, ſaying, © I am well; I feel 
© no pain; I am full; my cup runs over; I am 
© filed as it were with marrow and fatneſs; I have 
« ſeen his glory, and taſted his precious truth. How 
© pure is God's everlaſting truth ? Nothing fo pure ; 
and they who indeed receive it, are made pure by 
© it * praiſed be the Lord who hath made me par- 
© taker of it, and placed me among his people: oh 
© btefled God, who hath given me cauſe to ſing 
* aloud of thy praiſe ;* with many precious words 
which ſhe ſpoke. to ſeveral perſons who came to 
viſit her, ſuitable to their ſeveral conditions; ſhew=- 
ing to ſome, who lived in pleaſure, her hands, ſaying, 
© See here, the Lord hath made theſe bones bare for 
© my rebellion4 becauſe I would not ſubmit to his 
precious truth, he hath brought me to the duſt, 
© and I muſt lay down this body as a facrifice : oh! 
do not you ſtand out, it will coſt you dear, if 
© ever you find mercy.* Then ſhe would ſing praiſes 
to the Lord, and exhorted all ſpeedily to embrace 
truth, and warned others proſeſſing truth, from fol- 
= lowing the faſhions of the world; crying to the 

Lord to waſh her thoroughly, Some would ſay to 
| her, It may be thou mayeſt recover. No, no,” 
ſhe replied, © I muſt lay down this body for my 
© rebellion: in my vain life, if any had ſaid I ſhould 
© recover, it would for a little time ſeem to refreſh, 
s me; and if they had faid, Surely I could not 
© live long, it would caſt me down; but now I lo 
© for death; I muſt lay down this body ;” for, ſaid 
ſhe, © when I rlccited God's everlaſting truth, I 
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© received the ſentence of death: and this ſhe was 
politive in all along. 

More ſenſible expreſſions ſhe uttered, which I 
omit for brevity. But about half an hour before her 
departure, ſhe was taken with a very great trem- 
bling, and ſeemed to be ſomewhat troubled ; when 
one near her ſaid, What is the matter? Art thou 
in any doubt concerning the truth of which thou 
art made partaker ?” She replied, No, no; that 
is God's pure everlaſting truth, which the people 
of God, called Quakers, are made partakers of, 
and for which they ſuffer ; that is everlaſting, that 
is the true ſpirit, and their God is my God; and 
although I ſee it not now as I have ſeen it, yet I 
bring in my teſtimony, that is the truth that ſhall 

abide for ever; that is pure, and nothing that is 
defiled ſhall be ſheltered under it : that is the truth 
which enlighteneth every man coming into the 
world: the little feed in me is become great, 
great, great! Bleſſed be God who hath placed me 
among his people, and I poſſeſs what they poſſeſs; 
and when the faithful die as I die, my portion 
will be their portion ; and my cup is full, it runs 
over and over.“ Then ſhe breathed a little thicker 
for about the ſpace of a quarter of an hour, and fo 
without groan or ſigh, or the leaſt motion, ſhe ſhut 
her eyes and ſlept. Glory to God for ever. 
She died at the widow Mary Forſter's, near Smith- 
field, London, in the year 1668, 
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TJOSIAH COALE, born of a family of good re- 
pute among men, near the city of Briſtol, was 
convinced of God's everlaſting truth, through the 
powerful miniſtry of that ſervant of God John Aud- 
land, about the year 1655. The word of life pierced 

| Joſiah 
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Jofiah to the heart, and wrought effectually to his 
ſalvation and redemption. He walked for a time 
under. deep judgment, and mournfully, ſo that he 
became a gazing-ſtock and wonder to his former 
acquaintance z but God's arm was ſtrong, and 
plucked up every evil plant, and purified him, 
and made him fit for the Lord's uſe, and an able 
miniſter of the everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus z 
an inceflant labourer, few more ſpent in God's ſer- 
vice; his ſout ſeemed wholly bent upon fpreading 
the name of Chriſt. His declaration was to the 
ungodly like an axe, or hammer, and a ſword 


ſharp and piercing, being moſtly attended with an 


eminent appearance of the dreadful power of the 
Lord, to the cutting down many tall cedars, and 
making the ſtrong oaks to how ; but to the faithful 
and diligent, who minded the things of Chriſt more 
than their own, oh! how ſoft and pleafant were 
the ſtreams of immortal life that run through him, 
to the refreſhing of thoſe ! Yea, it was his life and 
joy to be ſpeaking the word of the Lord, and not 
his own words; and many thouſands were hving 
witneſſes to the power, virtue, and efficacy of his 
miniſtry; but, above all, he was terrible to the 
ſowers of ſtrife, ſecret backbiters, and ſuch as did 
rend the holy body, and ſeparate from the life, love, 
and fellowſhip of the bleſſed truth; who, in their 
own ſelfiſh ſpirits, ſet themſelves over their brethren, 
by feignedneſs and deceitful appearances, to the de- 
ſtroying the ſimple-hearted. 5 

In his converſation, his kindneſs was ſo mixed 
with ſeriouſneſs, and his familiarity with a ſtaid and 
exemplary behaviour, that he was an honour to the 
truth, and therein a confirmer of his holy teſtimony 
and weaker brethren, 5 
He was hardy, valiant, and fixed; not of pare 
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who ſhun the croſs, or fell their birth-right for a 
meſs of pottage. He baulked no danger for the fake 
of his bleſſed teſtimony, which he bore faithfully in 
England, Holland, the Low Countries, and Bar- 
badoes ; and had alſo fore travels among the heathen 
in America, as in Maryland, Virginia, and New 
England, preaching the goſpel of Chriſt among them. 
He travelled on foot through the wildernefs, from 
Virginia to New England, in danger of wild beaſts 
and venomous creatures, much hunger and cold, 
and wearineſs, and through bogs and waters, often 
obliged to eat cheſnuts for food when hungry as 
appears at large in the record of New England's 


perſecution. 


He was a good example, as well for his liberalit 
as faithfulneſs; for as the proſperity of God's trut 
was above all things moſt in his eye, ſo he was always 
cautious of making the goſpel chargeable to any; for 
having ſome eſtate of his own, he freely employed 
it in the Lord's ſervice, counting nothing too dear 
for the name and ſervice of the Lord. : 

Thus having ſpent his natural ſtrength in this 
heavenly warfare, for the promotion of the glorious 
truth of the Lord, and for the advancement of its 


Intereſt and dominion in the world, for above twelve 


years together, he did, with perfect underſtanding, 
and in an extraordinary enjoyment of the Lord's 
preſence, to the refreſhment of the beholders, cheer- 
fully lay down his mortal body. 

\ Fra Fox viſiting him upon his ſick bed, que- 
ried, whether he had any thing on his mind, to 
© write to friends in England, or beyond fea!” He 
ſaid, That he was clear as to writing to them; that 
© as the Lord by his power had carried him through 
_ © England and other nations, ſo he had nothing to 


© write, but he deſired his love to be remembered to 
© all friends.“ 
After 
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After this he ſaid to friends about him as follow-. 
eth: Well, friends, be faithful to God, and ſeek 
nothing for ſelf, or your own glory; and if any 
thing wrong ariſe, judge it down by the power 
of the Lord God, that fo you may be clear in his 
ſight, and anſwer his witneſs in all people, then 
will you have the reward of life : for my part, I 
have walked in faithfulneſs with the Lord, and I have 
thus far finiſhed my teſtimony, and have peace with 
the Lord, and his majeſty is with me, and his 
crown of life is upon me: ſo mind my love to 
all friends.“ Then he ſpoke to Stephen Criſp, 
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ſaying, © Dear heart, keep low in the holy fear of 


8 God, that will be thy crown.“ Afterwards he 


ſaid. A miniſter of Chriſt muſt walk as I have 
© walked.” Then he deſired George Fox to pray, 
that he might have an eaſy paſſage: and friends ſee- 


ing him begin to be heavy, deſired him to go and 


lie on the bed, which he did; and friends ſat about 
him, and held him. He was filled with the virtue and 
power of the Lord, which was over all ; and in that 
he paſſed away, in the arms of friends, as he ſat on 
the ſide of his bed, and had a very eaſy paſſage into 
eternal life. | 

He died in London, aged thirty-five' years and 
two months, in the year 1668. 

He laboured in the miniſtry twelve years, and 
writ many treatiſes, which were collected together, 
and publithed in one volume quarto, 1671. 


ICHARD PIKE, of Cork in Ireland, was 

born at Newbury, in England, about the year 
1627, and went to Ireland in the army, which was 
ſent from England, for the reduction of that nation, 
upon the inſurrection of the natives. While he was _ 


os 


6 PIETY PROMOTED. 
the army, he had the character of a ſober conſcienti- 


ous man, but of great courage, for which he was much 
eſteemed by his ſuperiour officers. In thoſe days he 
was religiouſly inclined, and one who fought the 
Lord, and the Lord was pleaſed to be found of him; 
and revealed his truth unto him ; for in or about the 
year 1655, the Lord ſent ſome of his faithful miniſ- 
ters (called Quakers) unto that nation, to preach the 
everlaſting goſpel, by whom he was convinced ef the 
way of life and falvation, unto which he became obe- 
dient, and foon denied the uſe of carnal weapons, for 
the deſtruction of mankind ; and in other things tak- 
ing up the croſs of Chriſt, _— the ſhame, and 
for truth's ſake became a great ſufferer, by patiently 
enduring reproaches, abuſes, and impriſonments, as 
well as loſs of outward ſubſtance. As he was a 
faithful follower of the Lord Jeſus, ſo he was greatly 
beloved by all faithful friends who knew him; and 
his deportment, converſation and commerce in the 
world, was ſuch as adorned the bleſſed truth, being a 
very upright and juſt, as well as an inoffenſive man; 
inſomuch, that his greateſt perſecutors have been heard 
to ſay, If there were any good or honeſt men among 


cold, which ended in a flux, that brought him very 
low, the prifon being thronged, and without conveni- 
ence at that time for the ſick. The goaler indulged 
him for a little time to be a priſoner in his own houſe; 
after his coming home, the diſtemper increaſing upon 


him, brought him exceeding weak and low, though 


in much pain, yet very patient under it, and retired 
to the Lord in a ſweet frame of ſpirit. The fifth day 
before he died, came that worthy mother in Iſrael, 
Suſannah Mitchel, to viſit him; who fitting in ſilent 
waiting upon the Lord by his bed- ſide, was moved to 


Pr 55 


© 25 
< the Quakers, he was one.“ In the year 1668, he 


was, with ſeveral friends more, caſt into priſon, by 
one Rye, then mayor of Cork, for meeting together 
to worſhip God; in which place he got a violent 
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pray, which ſhe-did with great fervency of ſpirit; at 
which time alſo the power of the Lord attended him 
in a wonderful manner, greatly melting and tender- 
ing his ſpirit, cauſing him to give forth ſeveral ſweet 
and heavenly expreſſions ; and though he was neither 
able nor fit to riſe out of bed before, through' weak- 
neſs, yet the prefence and power of the Lord fo 
ſtrengthened him, that he immediately-roſe out of his 
bed (as one that ailed little) and put on his clothes, 
in order to go to the priſon, to ſee and meet his dear 


companions, . and fellow-ſufferers. His wife and 


friends preſent, ſeeing this ſudden alteration, were in 
great hopes the Lord would reſtore: him to his health 
again. So he went abroad to priſon) as one that was 
not ſick, and had a good meeting with friends there 
the goaler gave him leave in the evening to return 
home again, which he did, with little appearance of 
illneſs; but ſoon after his return (as one that was 
only raiſed from his death bed, to give his laſt viſit to 
his beloved friends) his diſtemper returned again, and 


he grew exceeding ill that night, and ſo continued 


growing worſe, till about the third day in the even- 
ing, at which time he was ſo bad, that it was con- 
cluded he was dying: but in his weak condition, the 
power of the Lord was felt again in an extraordinary 


manner, ſo that he was revived, and as one that had 


new life and ſtrength given him; and he ſpake of the 
wonderful love of God to his ſoul, and the preciouſ- 
neſs of truth, with ſeaſonable exhortation to all that 
were about him. Thus he continued until the fifth 
day, whereon he died, having a ſpirit of diſcerning 
given him from the Lord, by which he ſaw, and ſpake 
directly to, the inward ſtates and conditions of moſt 
or all that came to viſit him, giving counſel and ad- 
vice accordingly; and in particular to ſome ho had 
been unfaithful, he ſpake ſo home to their ſtates, that 
they were almoſt amazed, warning them to prize 
their time, and be more faithful for the time to come. 

Vol. I. * D He 
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He alſo called thoſe of his children that were cometo 
ears of underſtanding, in particular, Joſeph, Eliza- 
4 and Ebenezer Pike, and gave them heavenly ad- 
vice and counſel; and among the reſt, he ſpake to 
them to this purpoſe: Fear the Lord, and be faith- 
© ful to him, and be obedient to your mother, and 
then the Lord will be a father unto you, and pro- 
© vide for and bleſs you, and let the bleſſing of your 
< dying father reſt upon you ;* with more that cannot 
now be remembered, It would require a volume 
to contain the many bleſſed and heavenly ſayings and 
exhortations (if they could be remembered) which 
came from him in the time of his ſickneſs, eſpecially 
the two laſt days of his life, ſome of which were taken 
from his mouth, and committed to writing by a friend 
preſent, and were read at his burial, 
He quietly departed this life in thefourth month, 
1668, being about 41 years of age, 


CC — —— 


HOMAS LOE, of Oxfordſhire, was a faith- 
ful ſervant and miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
converted many to truth, eſpecially in Ireland, where 
he travelled through great hardſhips. His firſt going 
thither was about the year 1657; Francis Howgill, 
Edward Burrough, and others, having been there be- 
fore him. He had an excellent gift, found and clear 
in the miniſtry, powerful in ſpeech, ſharp and quick 
in his underſtanding, and many people flocked after 
him, and received truth by his miniſtry in that na- 
tion, and others he confirmed in the truth who were 
Convinced before, He was often publickly engaged 
with prieſts and oppoſers, and the Lord made him a 
ſharp inſtrument in his band, to contound the _ 
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ſaries of truth, and the mouths of gain-ſayers were 
ſtopped ; his company was very deſirable, being plea- 


ſant and ſweet in converſation, ſympathizing with 


his friends in affliction, which ſo accompliſhed him, 
that he could ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon. He was 
ſeveral times a priſoner for the teſtimony of truth, and 
went out of England ſeveral times to viſit the nation 
of Ireland, in which travels his natural ſtrength was 
much impaired: he alſo laboured in the work of the 
miniſtry in London, being often there, and was taken 
ſick in that city, expreſſing on his death bed, what 
great encouragement and glory he ſaw and felt of the 
Lord, as followeth, | 
Glory to thee, O God, for thy power is known 
© God is the Lord.“ Then ſpeaking to William 
Penn, whom the Lord had made him inſtrumental to 
convince, he ſaid, * Dear heart, bear thy croſs ; ſtand 
faithful for God, and bear thy teſtimony in thy day 
© and generation, and God will give thee an eternal 
crown of glory, that ſhall not be taken from thee. 
There is not another way that the holy men of old 
walked in, and it ſhall proſper; God has brought 
immortality to light, and immortal life is felt, glory, 
lory, for he is worthy : my heart is full, what ſhall. 
I fay? his love overcomes my heart; my cup runs 
© over, my cup runs over, glory, glory to his name 
© for ever; he is come, he has appeared, and will a 
« pear: friends, keep your teſtimony for God, live 
© with him, and he will live with you.“ Another 
time he ſaid to fome friends, Be not troubled, the 


a a «a „ 


© love of God overcomes my heart.“ And again, 


he ſpoke to George Whitehead, and other friends 
preſent, viz. © George, the Lord is good to me; this 
day he has covered me with his glory: I am weak, 
© but I am refreſhed to ſee you : the Lord is good to 
me.“ Another friend aſked him, How art thou, 
© 'Thomas?”? he anſwered, © I am near leaving of you, 
I think; but as well in my ſpirit as I can deſire, 

D 2 :: I bleſs 
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IJ - bleſs the Lord; and I never ſaw more of the 
glory of God than I have done this day.“ And 
then his departure being expected, the power of the 
Lord aroſe in him, and he ſung to the Lord, Glory, 
© glory to thee for ever.” And fo continued praiſing 
God for ſome time, which much affected the ſtand- 
ers by. | 

He. departed in peace with God, on the.5th of. the 
eighth month, in the year 1668, at London, 


22 K.. 


TP RANCIS HOWGILL, of Greying, in the 
IT county of Weſtmoreland, an early miniſter of 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, was convinced of the bleſ- 
fed truth by George Fox, at that notable meeting at 
Firbank Chapel, in Weſtmoreland, in the year 1652. 
He ſoon became a powerful miniſter, and preached 
Chriſt freely as he had received him. He came to 
London with Edward Burrough early, to viſit that 
city; and travelled to Briſtol, and divers parts of the 
nation, and ſuffered impriſonment in Appleby: goal, 
in the year 1652, and a naſty ſtinking priſon it was; 
but he was ſet at liberty the latter end of the year, and 
grew valiant and bold for the name of the Lord; 
travelling up and down on foot, preaching the goſ- 
pel: he went to the ſteeple-houſes, and to many 


places, warning both prieſts and people of the -day of 
the Lord that was coming upon them, directing 


them to Chriſt Jeſus their Teacher and Saviour. 
He came alſo to London, on foot, with John 
Camm, to admoniſh Oliver Cromwell, ſoon after he 


was made Protector; and he went with Edward Bur- 


rough into Ireland, and preached Chriſt under great 


Jufferings there, until he and Edward Burrough were 


baniſhed by Henry Cromwell out of Ireland. Aſter- 
Wards 
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wards he was impriſoned in London, in the year 16671, 
at the time when the fifth-monarchy people did rife 
up in arms, but being clear of that bloody act, he 
was ſet at liberty, and continued labouring up and 
down the nation, in the work of the Lord, and turned 
many to God; until the latter end of the fifth month, 
in 1663, when he was ſent for out of the market in 
Kendal, by the magiſtrates, who tendered him the 
oath of allegiance, and becauſe for conſcience ſake he 
could not take it, they ſent him to Appleby goal; and 
at the aſſizes for refuſing to take the oath, ſentence of 
premunire was given againſt him by the judge, in 
theſe words, © You are put out of the king's protec- 
tion, and the benefit of the law; your lands are con- 
© fiſcated to the king during your life, and your goods 
and chattels for ever; and you to be a priſoner dur- 
© ing your life.” | 
F. Howgill replied, * An hard ſentence for my 
© obedience to the commands of Chriſt; the Lord 
forgive you all.” | 
Judge. Well, if you will yet be ſubject to the 
© Jaws of the king, the king will ſhew you mercy.” 
F. Howgill. © The Lord hath ſhewed mercy unto 
me, and I have done nothing againſt the king, nor 
© government, nor any man, bleſſed be the Lord, and 
© therein ſtands my peace; for it is for Chriſt's ſake 
© 1 ſuffer, and not for evil doing.“ And fo the court 
broke up, and many were ſorry to fee what was done 
againſt him; but he ſignified, © how contented and 
. | Jan he was, that he had any thing to loſe for the 
© Lord's precious truth, of which he had publickly 
© borne teſtimony, and that he was counted worthy to 
© ſuffer for it.” He was kept a priſoner in Appleb 


goal four years and an half, and his body being muc 


{pent in his publick travels and labour in the goſpel, 
was not able to endure ſuch cloſe confinement, though 
he did bear his ſuffering in much patience and cheer- 
fulneſs until the time of his deceaſe. eee 
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He was taken ill the 11th of the eleventh month, 
x668, and though his departure drew nigh, he was. 
kept in perfect underſtanding, being often very fer- 
vent in prayer, and uttered many comfortable expreſ- 
ſions to the refreſhment of thoſe about him. Tw O 
days before his death, his wife and friends being pre- 
ſent, he ſaid, Friends, as to matter of words you 
N — not expect much more from me, neither is 
© there any great need of it, or to ſpeak of matters of 
„faith to you who are ſatisfied ; only that you re- 
member my dear love to all friends who inquire of 


© me, for I ever loved friends well, and any other in 


© whom truth appeared; and truly God will own his 
people, as he hath ever hitherto done, and as we have 
© daily witneſſed; for no ſooner had they made that 
act againſt us for baniſhment, to the great ſuffering 
© of many. good friends, but the Lord ftirred up 
enemies againſt them, even three great nations, 
whereby the violence of their hands was taken off. 
© I fay again, God will own his people, even all 
© thoſe that are faithful; and as for. me I am well 
and content to die, I am not afraid at all of death: 
and truly one thing was of late in my heart, and 
© that I intended to have writ to George Fex, and 
< others, even that which I have obſerved, which 
thing is, that this generation paſſeth away, when ſo 
© many good and precious friends, within theſe few 
years have been taken from us; and therefore 
friends had need to watch and be very faithful, ſo 
© that we may leave a good and not a bad favour to 
© the next ſucceeding generation, for you ſee that it 


© is but a little time that any of us have to ſtay 


< here.” Ws | | 
Often he ſaid in the time of his ſickneſs, * That 
© he was content to die, and that he was ready; and 
+ praiſed God for the many ſweet enjoyments and 
$ refreſhments he had received on that his priſon- 


| * houſe bed, whereon he lay, freely forgiving all 
| : 8 0 who 
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© who had a hand in his reſtraint. And he ſaid, 
© This was the place of my firſt impriſonment for the 
© truth at this town; and if it be the place of my 
© laying down the body, I am content.” 

Several perſons of note, inhabitants of Appleby, 
as the mayor and others, went to viſit him, ſome of 
whom praying God might ſpeak peace to his ſoul, he 
ſweetly replied, © he hath done it;* and they all ſpoke 
well of him. A few hours before his death, ſome 
being come to viſit him, he prayed fervently with 

many heavenly expreſſions, © That the Lord by his 
© mighty power would preſerve them out of all ſuch 
© things as would ſpot and defile.* A little while 
after, recovering ſome ſtrengtli, he further ſaid, © I 
© have ſought the way of the Lord from a child, and 
© lived innocently, among men; and if any in- 
© quire after my 8 end, let them know that I die 
in the faith that I lived in and ſuffered for. "Theſe 
words he ſpoke, with ſome other words in prayer, 
and ſweetly finiſhed his courſe in much peace with 
the Lord, in the eleventh month, 1668. 

He laboured in the goſpel 16 years. His works 
were printed in about 740 pages in folio, 1676, 


A A ARGARET MOLLESON, wife of Gilbert 
Y & Molleſon, of the city of Aberdeen in Scot- 
and, was in her youth an inquirer after the beſt 
people, and joined herſelf in worſhip with the moſt 
ftri and refined in profeſſion then in that city; but 
it having pleaſed God, who beheld her . 
deſires after himſelf and his righteouſneſs, to ſe 

ſome of his faithful witneſſes and ſervants called 
Quakers, from the nation of England, into the north 
of Scotland, who'tpreached the everlaſting goſpel, 
ſhe was one of che firſt in thoſe parts that received 
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And coming to taſte of the unſpeakable love of 
God, ſhe delighted often to retire therein, out of the 
incumbering cares of her family and buſineſs : and 
although her love to her huſband, and cares of her 
many children were great, yet her greateſt care was 
to draw nearer and nearer unto the truth and living 
God, the chiefeſt beloved of her travailing ſoul ; for 
that end ſhe often reſorted to the publick meetings of 
the people called Quakers, as well as frequently in 
private with the Lord in prayer; which gave her 
huſband (who was not one called a Quaker) cauſe to 
fay, That her knees were wore with kneeling at 


__ © prayer.” 


For about four months before her departure hence, 
he uſually found her, when he awaked in the night- 
time, in meditation ; and after her departure he alſo 
faid before ſeveral people coming to viſit him, that 
- © he had loſt a true Mary and a Martha, none know- 
ing how great his Joſs was, and he could not but 
© much lament it.” Fr oth 

On the 16th of the tenth month, 1669, in the 
morning, ſhe was taken ſuddenly fick, and the fame 
day in the evening died in child-birth, having been 
for ſome time before made ſenſible of her end; yet 
her phyſician, not ſuppoſing that ſhe had been fo 
dangerous, faid to her, © ſhe needed not fear, his life 
for her's;* to which ſhe anſwered, © Fear I have 
© no cauſe, but thou wilt ſee thou art miſtaken.* At 
which time many relations and neighbours being in 
her chamber were in forrow; among whom was a 
2 profeſſor and an old acquaintance of her's, who 

ſired thoſe about her to pray for her; which ſhe 
hearing, when others thought ſhe had been dying, 
anſwered, My advocate is with the Father, and my 
£ peace is made: I am feeding at a table none of you 
perceive.“ Some lamenting much her being like 
to be taken away from her nine children, who were 
all about her bed, ſhe ſaid, As many of 9 . 
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<. ſhall truly fear the Lord, and follow him, ſhall be 
© provided for:* which hath been fince truly fulfilled. 
And fixing her eyes on her ſon Gilbert, (who was 
then about ten years of age) ſaid in a heavenly frame 
of ſpirit, © Truth is precious, cleave to it. She 
obſerving the people in her chamber much lamenting, 
faid to them, © Settle yourſelves, and be ſtaid in your 
© minds, for ye are now to ſee the laſt.“ And ſhe 
being to reap eternally the fruit of her great and 
many ſpiritual labours, had true cauſe given her then 


to declare before thoſe preſent, viz. Now inter- 


© ruption is to ceaſe, and my eternal joy is already 
© begun :* the certain earneſt of which ſhe mecdind, 
and often preferred before all other enjoyments. 

Her life and converſation, as well as her latter end 
here, were ſuch as gained her not only great love and 
eſteem from friends of truth, but alſo from others of 
her acquaintance. | 

She departed on the 16th of the tenth month, in 
the year 1669, about the 42d year of her age, at 
Aberdeen, in Scotland. | _—_ 


Of a Child about Thirteen Years old. 


EA FURLV, daughter of John 
1, Furly of Colcheſter, in the county of Eſſex, 
was a child that loved the Lord, and alfo thoſe who 
feared him; her delight was to hear truth preached, 
and to be with ſuch as excelled in virtue; ſhe 
feared and hated a lie, and lived and died in the 
faith which the people called Quakers profeſs. She 
was taken ſick at her father's houſe in Colcheſter the 
I1th of the twelfth month, 1669. FT Re 


” 


Two.days before ſhe died, being filled with the 


love of God, the uttered many precious fayings con- 


cerning 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


70 PIETY PROMOTED. 


cerning the Lord, and his mercies towards her; pray- 


ing to the Lord that ſhe might be faithful to the 
end. And in the preſence of ſeveral perſons ſpoke as 
followeth : Whatever is not of thyſelf, O Lord, 
© purge out of me; yea, purge me thoroughly, leave 
© no wicked word in me, thruſt away the power of 


© darkneſs: O Lord, make me able to praiſe thee ; 


© let me not come into that way which is evil, for 
© if I do, I ſhall diſhonour thee and thy truth : I hope 
© I ſhall never rebel againſt thee more, but have full 
© ſatisfaction in thee, and in thy ways, and not in 
© the evil one and his ways. Waſh me, O Lord, 


© thoroughly, let not an unadviſed word come out 


© of my mouth. Shew them, O Lord, the evil of 
© their ways, that have done evilly, and lay a bur- 
den upon their ſpirits, that they may leave it. I 
feel no pain, the Lord is good to me; good is the 
© will of the Lord; let thy will be done in earth as it 
is done in heaven: everlaſting kindneſs haſt thou 
© ſhewn me, and I hope I ſhall never forget it while 
© 1 am in this world.“ With more in admira- 
tion of the kindneſs and mercies of God, and her 
deſire to ſerve him whilſt ſhe lived. | | 
And to one of her brothers ſhe ſaid, © Improve th 
© time, for thou knoweſt not how ſoon thou maye 
© be taken away;' warning him of the danger of an 
evil life; and took him about the neck and kiſſed 
him, ſaying, © Mind what I ſay, O dear brother; 
and with many more words ſhe exhorted him. She 


.alſo admoniſhed her other brothers with tender ex- 


preſſions, ſaying, © Love the Lord, brothers; love 


good men: hate the devil; but oh, love the Lord, 


and then you will be a joy to your father and mo- 


ther.“ When ſhe ſaw one of her ſiſters weep, ſhe 


ſaid, Weep not for me, I am very well. All 
© ſerve the Lord, that he may be your portion: in 


.C = father's houſe there is bread enough, there is 
© fulneſs, want of nothing; yea, there is fulneſs of 


_ © bread, 
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| © bread, durable riches and honour; I deſire never 


to forget the Lord.” 

As ſhe walked in innocency, ſo ſhe died in peace, 
and entered into glory the 16th day of the twelfth 
month, in the year 1669, aged 13 years and five 
weeks. IL | 


ILLIAM SIMPSON, born in Lancaſhire; 
where he alſo received the truth, was a 
faithful miniſter and prophet of the Lord, much 
concerned in going through markets and towns, and 
to great men and magiſtrates, and prieſts houſes, and 
publick places of worſhip, declaring againſt their 
falſe worſhips, and evil ways and works; and was 
often impriſoned for the truth, and underwent cruel 
and hard ſufferings by the goalers. 

In the year 1670 he went to Barbadoes, in company 
with that faithful ſervant of God John Burnyeat, 
to preach the goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus in that iſland 
and after they had ſome ſervice for God there, he 
was taken ſick of a fever, in which time he felt 
great peace and conſolation of the ſpirit. After he 
had been ſick ſeveral days, he ſignified to friends 
about him, © that he ſhould die.“ In the obſerva. 
tion of his ſubmiſſion and innocent behaviour on his 
ſick bed, ſome ſhed tears, which he taking notice of, 
tenderly deſired, © That they ſhould not be grieved.” 
Growing weaker, and his voice low, he faid to thoſe 
about him, Friends, be noble, and do not hinder 
me in my paſlage, for I am an innocent man.“ 
And by what more was ſaid at that time, friends 
were aſſured that his heart was wholly fixed upon 


A few hours before he died, a perſon came to viſit 
him, who had not been (though invited) at any 
meeting William had been at in that iſland, and 
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taking him by the hand, aſked him, © how he did,” 
He anſwered, © I am a very ſick man ;* and looking 
towards the man, he was endowed with the power 
and ſpirit of the Lord, by which he marveloufly 
preached the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, for 
about a quarter of an hour, praiſing and magnifying 
the Lord; which was ſo contrary to the expecta- 
tions of thoſe about him (conſidering the circum- 
ſtances of his weak condition) that it cauſed amaze- 
ment, trembling, and tears. He preached the{doc- 
trine of perfection, and freedom from ſin on this 
fide the grave, exhorting friends © to be valiant for 
© truth upon earth; and that they ſhould not be again 
< intangled with the yoke of bondage; but to ſtand 
© faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt has made them 
free; that every bond and yoke might be broken, 
© that that which is pure of the Lord God might go 
© free in all; that God might be glorified and ho- 
© noured, and they preſerved. in the day of trial, 
© which muſt come upon all fleſh; and fo to grow 
from grace to grace, and from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
and from one degree of holineſs unto another, and 
that a daily growth might be witneſſed in all.” 
Farther ſaying, Oh friends! it is the life that the 
© Lord looks at; for he that hath the Son hath life; 
© and he that hath not the Son hath not life; ex- 
© amine yourſelves; if without the Son, without 
< life.“ He was often praiſing and glorifying God 
after this manner; © Oh! all that is within me praiſe 
and magnify the Lord God, who is worthy for 
© ever and ever of all glory; everlaſting praiſes to 
© the God of my life, who only is worthy, and lives 
© over all, and is above all, God bleſſed for ever. 
6. Amen.” | | 5: 1295 

About three hours after he had given this teſti- 
mony, he departed this life in much quietneſs, being 
the 8th day of the twelfth month, 1670, and was 
by NE 81 2 | honourably 
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honourably buried in a garden belonging to Richard 
Forſtal, at Bridgetown in Barbadoes. 


OSEPH COALE, of Reading in the county of 
Berks, when a young man about nineteen years 
of age, was convinced of truth in the breaking forth 
of God's bleſſed day in our age. When the mini- 
ſters of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord came to Reading, he 
received their teſtimony, and was one of the firſt in 
the county of Berks that ſuffered 4mpriſonment on 
the truth's account. In the year 1655 he was com- 
mitted to the compter in Reading, by Henry Frewin, 
Tuſtice, and afterwards to the goal, for declaring in 
the publick place of worſhip, © That Cain's ſacrifice 
vas not accepted, but was an abomination to the 


He preached the everlaſting goſpel, and the day 
of God's viſitation to the world, and his miniſtry 
was effectual, not only for the convincement, but 
alſo for the eſtabliſhment and confirmation of many, 
he being experienced in the works and dealings of 
the Lord, and alſo of the wiles and baits of the 
enemy of the ſouls of mankind; a faithful witneſs- 
bearer to the truth, not in words only, but in life 
and converſation alſo; walking in innocency and 
lowlineſs of mind, in which he was a good example 
and pattern, as became the goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, 

Being delivered out of priſon (in the year 1656) 
he travelled into the Welt of England, to viſit his 
friends and brethren who were priſoners for the 
truth in Launceſton goal in Cornwall, where, at that 
time, our dear friend George Fox was alſo a pri- 
ſoner; and in compaſſion to their ſufferings he was 
concerned to lay before Juſtice Anthony Nicols the 
cruelty of the goaler towards his friends, carrying alſo 
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with him a letter from George Fox to the faid juſ- 
tice; who, inſtead of relieving the oppreſſed, com- 
mitted the ſaid Joſeph Coale to the reſt of his friends 
at Launceſton, as a vagrant; and he lay there many 
months (after he was fined at the aſſize) for the moſt 

art in a wretched place called Doomſdale, a place 


- where they uſed to put murderers, after they were con- 


demned to die; it was ſo noiſome, that it was ob- 
ferved, few that went in ever came out in health ; and 
the excrements of the priſoners, that from time to 
time had been put there, had not been carried out 
(as the people faid) for many years; fo that it was 
like mire, and in ſome places to the tops of the 
ſhoes in filth, and the goaler would not let 
friends clean it, neither would he let them have 


beds or ſtraw to lie on.—Being releaſed, he went 


on farther weſtward to viſit friends, but was com- 
mitted by Juſtice Ceely again to Launceſton goal as 
a vagabond, where he lay three months. 

In the year 1657, he being, with other friends, 
met to worſhip God near Penryn in Cornwall, 
Captain Fox, Governor of Pendennis Caſtle, with a 
troop of horſe, came and abuſed friends in a wicked 
manner, and Joſeph was much beaten, and ſome of 
his blood ſhed, to the hazard of his life. 

He was alſo afterwards, for declaring truth in the 
publick places of worſhip at Exeter, fell upon by 
the rude people, and haled by the hair of the head, 


and had to the town-hall, and from thence to goal, 


and they put a great pair of double irons upon one 
of his legs, and ordered the goaler not to let him have 
any bed nor ftraw to lie upon; but the next week he 
was ſet at liberty. 

In the ſame year he was committed to Dorcheſter 
goal, for exhorting people torepentance in the market- 
place at Lyme, and for declaring truth! in the ſteeple- 
houſe at Bridport. . 
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In 1661 he was again impriſoned at Exeter, for 
not ſwearing, being taken from a peaceable meeting 
and tendered the oath. And many other times he 
haz arded his life for the teſtimony of the bleſſed truth, 
in ſtocks, and ſtonings, and divers other hardſhips 
and difficulties. 

He was once in Ireland with Edward Burrough, 
in the ſervice of the goſpel. 

And laſt of all, he was committed to the goal of 
Reading, on the 13th of the fifth month, 1664, by 
William Armourer, a Juſtice of the Peace, becauſe, 
for confcience ſake towards the Lord, he could not 
break his command, who had ſaid, “ Swear not at all.“ 
And after fix years being ſhut up in priſon, and much 
deprived of common air to breathe in, he was much 
impaired in his health. In the time of his ſickneſs 
he gave forth many heavenly exhortations to friends 
who came to vilit him ; and this was his faith, which 
he declared on his dying bed, ſaying, That the 
© light of that glorious everlaſting day of the Lord, 
© which is broken forth in this our day, ſhall never 
be extinguiſhed, notwithſtanding all that men can 
do: And though,” faid he, © it may be in the hearts 
of men to deſtroy and root out, if it were poſlible, 
the righteous from off the earth, yet the Lord doth 
not intend fo, neither is it in his heart to ſuffer it 
to be fo, but to exalt his own name and kingdom 
over all; and the wrath of man ſhall turn to the 
glory of Gad, and the reſt he will reſtrain.* _ 
Death was made eaſy to him; and near his de- 
parture he bid one of his fellow-priſoners farewell; 
and reſigned up to him that office of love and care 
which he exerciſed amongſt his.brethren and ſiſters, 
in bonds for the truth's ſake. And being filled with 
heavenly love and life, and fully ſatisfied, he laid 
down his head in peace, and full aſſurance of ever- 


laſting reſt and joy in the Lord, aged about thirty- 
ene years. 50 3 
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| ILLIAM CAPTAIN came out of England 
with his parents into Ireland, after the civil 
| wars; and was convinced at Montmelick meeting; 
he was bred a. ſcholar, in his youth intended for a 
| prieſt; he was a faithful, patient, and deep ſufterer for 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and often in pri- 
| ſon for meeting to worſhip-God, and for tithes, hold- 
| ing forth a good converſation, as became the goſpel. 
| In the time of his ſickneſs, ſome friends being pre- 
| 


| 

ſent, he ſaid to them as followeth; The Lord hath 
| appeared unto me in a wonderful manner, when 
| * I was ready to. fink under great affliction; then 
did he take me by the hand, as he did Iſrael of 

old, and raiſed me over mine afflictions; and where- 
as I had need of a phyſician, the Lord was unto FR t 
| < me inſtead of a phyſician; and when I had need of v 
< patience, he gave me patience; and when I had FR i: 
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| need of ſleep, he accompanied me with his living FRF c 
1 preſence from time to time; whereby my ſoul was 
| © iweetly conſolated, ſo that I can ſav with the 
| « Pfalmiſt, © It is good for me that I was afflicted ;'? 
and with Simeon, that “ mine eyes have ſeen his 
.« ſalvation ;” and with Job, that “ my Redeemer 
_ « liveth, and mine eyes have ſeen him :?* See 
© how good the Lord is; Oh! my ſoul, praiſe thou 
the Lord, let all that is within me praiſe the 
© Lord.” Another time he faid, © The truth which 
the Quakers profeſs, is the way to ſalvation.” 
He died a priſoner for the teſtimony to truth, the 
Zoth day of the ninth month, 1672. 
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Ann SMITH, born at Beſthorp in Not- 
tinghamſhire, formerly a paſtor of an inde- 
pendent congregation, and living after the ſtricteſt 

manner 
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| - 
manner of that people, was convinced of God's 
everlaſting truth about the year 1658. He was 
a faithful labourer in the goſpel, and many were 
turned unto God by his miniſtry; for he approved 
himſelf a miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, in labours, in tra- 
vails, in watchings, in neceſſities and diſtreſſes, which 
came upon him through the often ſpoiling of his 
oods, and long and tedious impriſonments of his 
2 and for refuſing to pay tithes to an im- 
priator, he was kept cloſe priſoner one time twenty- 
one weeks among felons in Nottingham goal: And 
another time, he had the value of 421. taken from 
him at the ſame time he was in priſon, for 71. de- 


manded by Dove Williamſon, prieſt of Elton. 


Indeed many were his ſufferings for his teſtimony 
to the truth, which for brevity's ſake are omitted; all 
which he patiently endured, as ſeeing him who is 
inviſible, that he might hold faſt faith and a good 
conſcience. 

In the times of his impriſonment he writ ſeveral 
uſeful books, which remain in the printed collection 
of his writings. And when he was at liberty, he 
travelled abroad, to the ſtrengthening of them who 
did believe. And though he was often viſited by 
ſickneſs, he was kept in patience and contentment z 
and much of the power and preſence of God ap- 
peared in him many times, when he was in great 
weakneſs of body, to the admiration of the be- 
holders, 5 | 

In his laſt ſickneſs he was a great comfort to them 
who viſited him. After he had been ill ſeven weeks, 


his pains began to ceaſe, but other diſtempers came 


upon him which he bore with great patience, wait- 
ing quietly, and having his mind retired; he ſpoke 
little till one evening, when many friends being 
in the room ſitting in ſilence, and he in his bed, he 
turned towards them, and plentifully declared of the 
love of God; and friends were much refreſhed and 
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tendered. He alſo teſtified of a large portion which 
he had in life eternal. "Then he ſpoke to friends, 
To be mindful of truth, and of their ſervice there- 
© in, more than of their daily food; and ſo com- 
© mitted them to the grace of God.” 

The day before he was taken away he called for 


all his children (which were ſix or ſeven) and tenderly 


exhorted them, © Lo keep in the fear of God, and to 
© love the truth, and God would be a father and 
portion to them; and the next day he departed this 
© life, being the ꝙth of the eleventh month, 1672. 
His writings were publiſhed in one volume folio, 


1675 intitled Balm from Gilead, &c. 


ARGARET KELLAM, who was con- 
vinced about the year 1651, travelled much 
in truth's ſervice in the breaking forth thereof, 
and many were convinced by her. She alſo ſuf- 
fered imprifonment for the fame at Exeter, York, 
and Banbury in Oxfordſhire ; great was the courage 
that attended her in preaching truth in the ſtreets, 
markets, and publick places of worſhip, and to the 
rulers of the people; and the Lord was with her. 
She finiſhed her courſe in faith, expreſſing The 
© great peace ſhe enjoyed with the Lord, and the 
 clearneſs of conſcience ſhe had before him ;* and 
ſo departed this life in the year 1672. 


Emmy 


LEXANDER JAFFRAY, of Kingfwell in 
Scotland, born in the city of Aberdeen, was 

one who early remembered his Creator, and as he 
grew in years he increaſed in a religious concern 
towards God, and love to thoſe whom he eſteemed 
| | to 
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to fear him; and joined when young with the Preſ- 
byterians, though he was educated in another form 
of religion; but fome time after, when thoſe people 
got into rule and government, they forgot their 
former low and perſecuted condition, and grew high, 
rigid, and fierce perſecutors of others; therefore he 
ſoon diſliked them, and ſignified the ſame to ſome of 
the chiefeſt among them, having been himfelf one of 
thoſe commiſſioners who were deputed by the nation 
of Scotland to treat on articles with king Charles II. 
then in Holland, in the year 1650. 

After he left the Preſbyterian way, for ſome time 
he was among the Independents, and finding them 
alſo to be for ſetting up themſelves, and perſecuting 
others, he could no longer follow them. After this 
he remained in private for ſome years a ſolitary 
mourner, not joining with any profeſſions in re- 
ligion; not ſuftering ſeveral of his children to be 
fprinkled or baptized (as they called it) becauſe he 
could not own their way of conſtituting of national 
churches; and this was long before he was called a 
Quaker. In this ſolitary retirement he ſought the 
Lord, waiting for a people who were ſpiritually 
touched with a divine coal from the altar, to kindle 
true and ſpiritual ſacrifices to God. $08: 

When firſt he heard that God had raiſed up a 
people in England, who directed all to God's pure 
light, ſpirit, and grace in their own hearts, as the 
ſure teacher and leader into all truth, worſhip and 
religion, he ſaid, he felt his heart to leap within 
© him for joy.“ And after weighty examination con- 
cerning that people called Quakers, he found his 
heart and ſoul united to them: this was in the year 
1662, a time when it was as bitter a croſs even as 
death to own them, eſpecially to one of his repute. 
Shortly after were ſeveral more men of note in that 
nation convinced of the ſame way of truth, as John 
Swinton, 
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Swinton, David Barclay, Alexander Skene, Thomas 
Mercer, and others. i | 


This made the prieſts and others perſecute them; 


but they ſtood their ground through the grace of 


God, and boldly bore their teſtimony (particularly 
this Alexander Jaffray) valiantly contending for the 
truth in conferences with the Biſhop of Aberdeen, 
and the chief preachers of that city. 

He was faithful in his teſtimony to the truth to 
the laſt; and in his ſickly old age was impriſoned 
many miles from his own houſe, for non-payment of 
tithes: and this is remarkable, that a little before 
this impriſonment, he being near to death, as.was 
Judged by all who ſaw him, he ſignified under his 
hand, being altogether unable to ſpeak by a great 


ſwelling in his throat, © That his God had yet a 


© ſervice for him to 20 for Him, in ſuffering for his 
© precious truth; anc that he was not to die at that 
© time.” 

He was taken ſick the latter end of the fourth 


month, 1673, and during the twelve days of his ſick- 


neſs, he uttered many living teſtimonies to the truth 
before many witneſſes, both friends and other people, 
who vilited him; a few of them are as follow: 

He faid, © "That it was his great joy and comfort 
c in that hour, that ever he had been counted wor- 
< thy to bear a teſtimony to, and ſuffer for that pre- 
© cious teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus, his inward ap- 
« pearance in the hearts of the children of men, 


© viſiting all by his light, grace, and fpirit, that con- 


s vinceth of ſin; and that it was, and would be the 
great judgment and condemnation of many in this 
nation, particularly of the profeſſors, that they have 
© fo ſlighted and deſpiſed, yea, hated the ſaid light 
and witneſſes thereunto.* | 


Sometimes being overcome in ſpirit, he ſaid, 


Now Lord, let thy fervant depart in peace, for 


mine 


) 


a. a. a a6. a as i a he >. ham 


PIETY PROMOTED. 81 


© mine eyes ſpiritually have ſeen, my heart hath felt, 
© and ſhall ever feel thy ſalvation.” 
He alſo propheſied of a great and near trial ſhort- 
ly to come, wherein fome that were not what the 
© ſeemed to be, ſhould be diſcovered and fall; but 
© the upright and lowly ones, the lowly ſhrubs ſhould 
be preſerved, when tall and ſturdy oaks ſhould be 
© overthrown z* which is ſince fulfilled upon ſome. 
He farther ſaid, © That the Lord had given him 


the garments of praiſe, inſtead of the fpirit of 


© heavinels.” 


Sometimes when very ſick he would bleſs the 
Lord, © That now fighting with a natural death, he 
© had not an angry God to deal with. Oh! ſays 
he, © the ſting of death is fully gone, and death is 
mine; being reconciled to me as a ſweet paſſage, 
through him that loved me. Another time ſeeing 
the candle almoſt out, he ſaid, My natural life is 
© near an end, like hat candle, for want of nouriſh- 
© ment or matter to entertain it; but in this we 
© ſhall differ, That if it be let alone, that goes out 
with a ſtink, and I ſhall go out with a good favour, 
© praiſes to my God for ever.” 

A little before his breath ceafed, he ſaid, © He had 
© been with his God, and had ſeen deep things; 
about which time he was filled with the power of 
God in a wonderful manner, which much affected 
thoſe preſent, and ſoon after he died like a lamb, be- 
ing the 6th day of the fifth month, 1673, aged fifty- 
nine years, and was buried in a piece of ground ſet 


apart near his own houſe at Kingſwell, the 8th of 
the ſame month. 0 
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ANE WHITEHEAD, wife of Themas White- 
head of North-Cadbury in Somerſetſhire; her 
maiden name was Jane Vaugh, born in Weſtmore- 
hand, her relations living about Hutton in the fame 
county, whom ſhe left in obedience to the Lord, and 
travelled in his ſervice, and bore witnefs againſt the 
| falſe ways and worthips of the world, and for the 
fake of her teſtimony endured much perſecution, _ 
In the year 1655, coming to Banbury in Oxford- 
 fhire to viſit her dear friend Anne Audland, then a 
priſoner for the truth, ſhe, for bearing witneſs there- 
to, and againſt their cruelty and wickedneſs, was al- 
fo taken and committed to priſon, and lay there five 
weeks; and not long after, coming again to the ſaid 
town, the magiſtrates tendered her the oath of ab- 
juration; which ſhe refuſing for Chriſt's fake, who 
faith, <« Swear not at all,” was impriſoned. twelve 
months in a Jow wet naſty placg, in the winter fea- 
fon, that ſometimes ſhe would be over ſhoes in 
Water, which ſhe endured with much patience. 
In the fourth month, 1662, ſhe was again im- 


- Priſoned at Banbury, for worſhipping of God at a 


meeting of the people called Quakers, where the lay 
in the fame naſty priſon three months. "Theſe things 
ſhe ſuffered before ſhe was married. Afterwards, 
Thomas Whitehead aforefaid, took her to be his 
wife, by whom ſhe had five children that ſhe left be- 
hind her. | : 

At Ivelcheſter ſhe endured five months impriſon- 
ment, with a young child ſucking at her breaſt, in a 
cold winter, for ſpeaking the words of truth and ſo- 
berneſs to the prieſt of North-Cadbury ; but the 
Lord upheld her by the word of his power, in the 
manifold exexciſes and tribulations which ſhe paſſed 
through, too tedious here to relate. "Thoſe abuſes 
which ſhe endured brought her tender body into 
weakneſs, which did attend her ſeveral years _— 
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ſhe died, and under the great exerciſes and weakneſs 
of body ſhe acknowledged, That the Lord was 
c wonderfully good to her;“ and did often ſay, 


© That the Lord had broken in upon her, and with 
© his heavenly preſence did fill her, to the comfort of 
© her ſoul: and ſaid, O that the Lord may never take 


his preſence from me.“ To the laſt ſhe was kept 


ſenſible; and declared, © That ſhe had the teſtimony 
© of God's love, and that it would be well with her, 
© 2nd that ſhe had no defire to live any longer in 
this world.“ And charged her children to be obe- 
dient to their father, and that they ſhould mind 


© truth, and then the bleſſing of the Lord would be 


© with them.“ | 

The morning before ſhe died, being fenfible her 
death was at hand, ſhe told a friend, © That ſhe was 
going to her long home; and ſoon after departed 
this life, in the love and peace of God, on the 28th 
day of the ſeventh month, in the year 1674. 


| *— 


"ILLIAM BAY LEV, a Baptiſt teacher at 

Pool, was convinced of the blefled truth, as 
profeſſed by the people called Quakers, in the year 
1655, and travelled up and down in many places in 
the ſervice of the Lord. His gift in the miniſtry, 
both as to matter and utterance, was plain and pre- 
valent; he divided the word aright, for he fed the 
fat with judgment, and yet he had milk for babes, 
and ſtronger meat for thofe of riper age. He was 
mighty in the holy Scriptures, being well acquainted 
both with the hiſtory and myſtery thereof, through 


the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, which gave him a 


true underſtanding in both. It was given him not 
only to believe and preach the word of faith, but alſo 


to ſuffer for the fame, fometimes by cruel perſecn - 


| ; 
| 
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tions, being thrown down and dragged upon the 
ground by the hair of his head; and his mouth and 
Jaws endeavoured to be rent and broke aſunder, that 
the ground whereon he lay was ſmeared with his 
blood ; yet, as if this butcherinz of him had not 
been enough to make him a ſacrifice, a heavy groſs 
bodied perſecutor ſtamped upon his breaſt with his 
feet, endeavouring to bcat the breath out of his body; 
and when this perſecutor had done his pleaſure, he 
commanded the goaler to take him away, and put him 
into ſome naſty hole for his entertainment and cure. 
For the maintenance oi his family, he ſeveral times 


aadventured his life upon the mighty waters, being 


maſter of a ſhip; and many beyond the ſeas were 
partakers of his labours, and comforted by his miniſ- 
try: in his return home from viſiting friends in Bar- 
badoes he fell ſick; and a little before his departure, 
deſiring to be remembered to his dear wife and chil- 
dren, he ſaid, Well, ſhall I lay down my head in 
© peace upon the waters? God is the God of the 
© whole univerſe, and though my body fink, I ſhall 
< ſwim a-top of the waters: and remembering his 
love to friends in general, and ſome by name, he im- 
mediately ſung, (being filled with the power of God) 
© The creating word of the Lord endures for ever. 
He ſpoke to them who ſat by, and took ſeveral by 
the hand, exhorting them To fear God, and not 
© to fear death.“ And ſaid, Friends at London 
£ would have been glad to have ſeen my face; tell 
© them I go to my F ather, and to their Father; to 
< my God, and to their God: remember my love to 
my wife; ſhe will be a ſorrowful widow, but let 
© her not mourn in ſorrow, for it is well with me.“ 
He then took his leave of the friends on board, ſay- 
ing, © I ſee not one of you, but wiſh you all 8 


A friend of New England aſked him, How it was 


„with him ;* He ſaid, © I am perfectly well; mind 
© my love to friends in Rhode Iſland and New a 
| © land, 
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© Jand, and to friends in Barbadoes ; I went freely 
© in tender love to them.“ He uttered more ſenſible 
words; and about half an hour paſt four in the morn- 
ing departed this life as if he had gone to ſleep, being 
on the 1ſt day of the fourth month, in the year 1675, 
on board the Samuel of London, in the latitude of 
46 degrees and 36 minutes N. 

A collection of his writings was publiſhed in one 
volume quarto, 1670. 


—— ... ̃— 


Concerning a Child about Thirteen Vears old. 


OSEPH- BRIGGINS, ſon of William Briggins, 
of Bartholomew Cloſe in London, having been 

a dutiful child to his parents, and ready to receive 
inſtruction, was taken ſick the 20th of the fourth 
month, 1675. On the 26th of the ſaid month, be- 
ing, as it was thought, very near death, after he had 


lain ſilent for about an hour, he began to appear full of 


joy and pleaſantneſs, ſaying, * I ſhall praiſe the Lord, 
for he is only to be praifed;* with many more 
words which they could not remember, but that he 


þ ſaid, in admiration, Oh! I have never heard of 
XZ < any other God but thee, my holy One; I have 
© heard of thee, but now ſee thee in glory. Calling for 


his father and mother, he ſaid, © Father, father, oh! 


father, oh | pure and glorious is my Saviour which 


© hath appeared, and hath taken me into his kingdom. 
© Oh! my eye hath ſeen his glory.“ And then he 
prayed, Thou moſt glorious God, great and won- 
« derful things are brought to paſs by thy own pure 
© holy power, by which thou haſt revealed thy Son. 


© Oh! my King, let all people fear and ſtand in awe 


© of thy power, by which thou haſt gathered many 
© out of their ſinful ways into pure obedience to thee, 
Vol. I. F © Oh 
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«© Oh! thou haſt given us a pure knowledge. Oh! 


c pure, glorious, and holy God, let thy life reach 2 
© unto all my dear friends, and keep them that 
© know thee, ſure and ſtedfaſt upon thy holy founda- h. 
tion, Chriit Jeſus my King, whoſe appearance is RY u 
very glorious at this day, and of his government no FRF g 
© end is to be, but thouſands of thouſands ſhall come y 
© to ſee, and be made partakers of his glorious bright 

© ſhining day.” 

Another time he ſaid, © There are many ways and 

© baptiſms in the world; but, oh! thou pure, holy, 

© holy One, we have known thy fpiritual baptiſm MF ] 
© into Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, by whom the living FR XY 
© water we have known and felt; oh! it is indeed ppb 
© exceeding pure, by which we have been waſhed b. 
© from all our fins. Oh! my King, thou waſt ſlain, he 
and by the virtue of thy pure blood we have this FRF a 
given. Oh! that all may wait continually upon »5 
© thee, that they may be kept from all the deceitful FR þ 
© ways of the world.“ And to thoſe ſtanding by, he FR 
© ſaid, Mind and ferve the Lord in your day, for h 
the holy truth received by you is the way in Which! 
© you muſt wait and obey;' with much more: and [RR « 
then lay ſilent a little while; but again faid, * Ihe þh 
© Lord hath taken me into his kingdom, he hath diſ- n. 
© covered the freſh ſprings of his love to my ſoul: 0 
© all that know the Lord, be obedient to his power, c 
© and he will diſcover himſelf more to you, and you 0 
ſhall know more. "Thouſands, thoufands, millions, c 
© ſhall the Lord call.“ With more words after ſome c 
time of ſilence. = c 

Some who knew him very well, wondered to hear WW pi 

him ſpeak as he did, and ſaid, That they had never | 

© heard ſuch words come from him before;* he re- ty 
plied, © The Lord hath fully made known that to my | «© 
< foul which I had ſome feeling of before.“ The next c 
day he was very earneſt in prayer ſoftly to himſelf, but 0 
ſome words were heard, viz. Oh!] let all that know c 


© the pure truth, come and receive it, faith my ſoul ;? 
and 


be ſaid much, in warning them to © ha 


p 
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and he ſung of the olive tree, and of the fruit thereof, 
which he fed on, and of his refreſhment thereby. 
He was aſked, what he meant by the olive tree; 
he ſaid, The tree of life.” Many more ſayings he 
uttered before he departed to his everlaſting reſt, 
which was on the 3d day of the fifth month, in the 
year 1675. | 


OBERT SANDHAM, born near Petworth 
in Suſſex, was convinced early of truth at 
Youghall in Ireland, where he then dwelt, and ſoon 
became a faithful follower of it, and ſufferer for it, 
bearing a Redfaſt teſtimony to it againſt oppoſers : 
he was a preacher of it in his life and converſation 
amongſt the inhabitants of that town until the end 
of his days. He lay ſick two weeks, in which time 
he often exhorted friends that came to viſit him to be 
faithful to the truth; and to ſome gy 2 therein 
en out of a 
© lukewarm ſtate, leſt the portion thereof ſhould be 
© theirs.” Some relations and neighbours viſitin 


dim, he exhorted them to receive the truth; for, ſaid 


he, I bear my teſtimony now on my dying bed, that 
it is the truth which the Quakers profeſs, therefore 
© be faithful to the Lord and his truth whilſt you have 
health and ſtrength, and delay not till you come to 
© a dying bed, as too many are apt to do, for then 
© oftentimes men and women find it enough to bear 
© their ſickneſs and pains;* which affected moſt 


preſent, 


To his wife, with whom he had lived about twen- 


ty-four years in much love, he ſaid, © I am freel 
given up to the Lord's will, I therefore defire thee 


© alſo to give me up, and bear my death with patience, 


and the Lord will make up thy loſs of me in being 
* near unto thee.“ He often exhorted his children 
E 2. | © to 
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© to love the Lord and his truth, and be obedient to 
© their mother, to love one another, and all honeſt 
© friends, and delight to go to meetings.“ One of 
his children being of age to remember what he ſaid, 
he ſaid to her, © Tell thy two young liſters when they 
© are grown up, that it is my charge to them ſo to 
do, for they may not remember what I ſay to them 
© now, and the Lord will be a father to you, and a 
© huſband to your mother.“ Seeing one of them 
crying, he ſaid, Be good children, love the Lord, 
© and obey your mother, and though I am taken 
© away, you'll have your mother left with you, and 
© ſhe will take care of you.“ Quickly after he drew 
nigh his end; being in a ſweet frame of mind, re- 
figned to the Lord's will, often ſpeaking of his mer- 
cies to him, he ſaid, © The Lord hath fully ſatisfied 
my deſires;' taking a ſolemn farewel of his wife 
and children. A friend being preſent, prayed to the 
Lord to be near him in that preſent exerciſe, and 
make his paſſage eaſy; after which he took the ſaid 
friend by the hand, and expreſſed his great peace and 
fatisfation, and paſſed away, being ſenſible to the 
laſt. He died the 28th of the eighth month, 1675. 


— 


Ty OBERT JECKEL, of Newcaſtle upon 

Tyne, in the county of Northumberland, 
having a deſire to viſit George Fox, who was then 
at Swarthmore, ſet out on his journey in company 
with ſeveral friends, but began to be ſick the ſame 
day that he went from home, and was ill at ſeveral 
places by the way; but ſtill preſſed forward, and 
would not be ſatisfied to ſtay ſhort of Swarthmore, 


where he came the 2d of the fifth month, 1676, but 


went to bed preſently after he came in, and lay fick 
there nine days. During his illneſs, theſe following 
| words, 
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words, with many more, were ſpoken by him, viz. 
No ſeparation like unto this, ſoul ſeparated from 
the body, the ſpirit returning to God that gave it, 
and the body to the earth from whence it came : 
great has the lovingkindneſs of the Lord been 
© unto me, and not unto me only, but unto all my 
dear friends who are faithful unto death. — I have 
© always been faithful to the truth, as to what was 
© manifeſted ; for God hath loved me from a child.“ 
And he added, ſpreading out his hands, © O the 
© blefled precious truth is above all the world, and 
© this is my living teſtimony I have to bear for the 
© Lord, and his truth; for always I loved truth, and 
preferred it before all the world; for truth is pre- 
© cious, and to be valued before all things: there- 
© fore, oh my dear friends ! prize this precious truth, 
for it abides for ever; let nothing divert your minds 
from that ſervice for truth you have, for as that is, 
© kept to, truth anſwers truth in every heart. As to 
the principle of truth, it will reign over all; though 
* ſtrange things may happen in this nation, yet the 
© Lord will crown his bleſſed truth, and his glory is 
over all: therefore, all my dear friends, be faithful 
to that manifeſtation in your own particulars, for a 
« profeſſion will ſtand none in ſtead, unleſs they live 
in the life and power of truth.“ And another time 
he ſaid, Though I was perſuaded to ſtay by the 
© way (being indiſpoſed) before I came to this place, 
© yet this was the place where I would have been, 
© and the place where I ſhould be, whether I live 0 
* 606.” | 
George Fox viſiting him, exhorted him to offer 
up his foul and ſpirit to the Lord who giveth breath 
and life to all, and takes it again; he lifted up his 


. 


hands and ſaid, The Lord is worthy of it, and I 


have done it.“ George Fox then aſked him if he 
could ſay, Thy will, O God, be done on earth, 
© as it is done in heaven; and he lifted up his hands 

3 and 


Ip 
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and eyes, and cheerfully ſaid, He did it.” His mouth 
was often filled with praiſes to the Lord, exhorting 


thoſe about him, ſaying, Dear friends, dwell in love 


and unity together, and keep out of jars, ſtrife, 
and contentions, and be fure to continue faithful 
to the end, and be not weary in well-doing ; for 
this is a good teſtimony, They that continue faith- 
ful to the end ſhall be ſaved.” And he faid, © If 
any bad ſpirits ſpeak evil of me when I am gone, 
you are living witneſſes, (ſpeaking to two friends 
preſent, who were his neighbours) that I am an 
innocent man, and the Lord hath cleared me, and 
I lay down my head in peace, As to my wife, I 
give her freely up to the Lord; for ſhe loveth the 
Lord, and he will love her. 1 have often told my 
dear wite, as to what we have of outward things, 
it was the Lord's firſt before it was ours; and in 
that I deſire ſhe may ſerve the truth to the end of 
her days. And now, my dear friends, I commit 
you all to the Lord, to be preſerved and kept in his 
everlaiting power, and bid you all everlaſtingly, 
yea, everlaſtingly farewel.” Again he ſaid, * All is 
done, and to the Lord I leave you all, I commit 
you all, farewel.” Afterwards he faid, Let us 
go dense in peace, for I ſhall go hence; and be no 
more ſeen in mutability.” 

In much patience the Lord did keep him; * he 
was in perfect ſenſe and memory all the time of his 
weakneſs, often ſaying, Dear friends give me up, 
© and weep not for me, but be willing to bear a part 
* with me, for I am content with the Lord' s doings.” 
And often ſaid, © That he had no pain ;* but gradu- 
ally declined, often lifting up his hands while he had 
ſtrength, praiſing the Lord, and made a comfortable 


,, nonwue”t Ss 


end on the 11th of the fifth month, Sn 
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ILLIAM SIXSMITH, of Warrington in 
y \ the county of Lancaſter, a young man about 
twenty-one years of age, was in time of health a pat- 
tern of piety and good example. When he was taken 
ſick he freely reſigned himſelf into the hand of the 
Lord, refuſing a phyſician, ſaying, J am fatisfied 
© with the Lord's love; and that he knew his Re- 
© deemer lived, who, if he pleaſed, was able to reſtore 
© him to his health, and if not, he was content.* In 
the time of his ſickneſs he was very patient and quiet, 
often praiſing God. A little before his death, calling 
his father, with an innocent look he gave him his 
right hand, ſaying, © I deſire thou wilt not be trou- 
< bled,* and fo laid down his life in peace, the 24th 
of the 7th month, in the year 1677. 


RANCIS PATCHET, of Scotforth in the 
county of Lancaſter, was a priſoner for his teſti- 
mony againſt tithes. The prieſt who proſecuted him, 
removed him up to the Fleet-priſon in London, where 
he died. | 
In the time of his ſickneſs he prayed, © O Lord 
© Godeverlaſting, glory and honour for ever be given 
to thy name; thou haſt made way for thy redeemed 
* as in ancient days, when thou madeſt the ſea dry 
land for thy people Iſrael to go through; O glory 
and honour for ever be unto thy name, who art un- 
changeable in all thy ways. Thou madeſt man in 
thy own image, but he loſt it through diſobedience, 
© But, O Lord, in thy unſpeakable love, thou ſendeſt 
thy only ſon Chriſt Jeſus to redeem him. Oh! 
© everlaſting praiſes to thy name for ever ;* with 
many other words. Again, he ſaid, There is no 


God like our God; he has given his Son a light 


© into 


they were; and ſuffered with them both in perſon 
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© into the world, and his ſalvation to the ends of the 
© earth,—Oh ! this bleſſed day, wherein truth hath 
© appeared : oh ! England's glory: oh! friends, obey 
© the truth, love the truth, buy the truth and fell it 
© not: oh! Chriſt Jeſus is the way, the truth and the 
© life.” Again, he faid, © Glorious is the houſe of 
© God, a houſe of holineſs, a pure houſe, a houſe of 
© love, and its gates praiſe; our God is a conſum- 
© ing fire; he conſumes all that is bad, all impurity, 
© all uncleanneſs, all that is unholy, all that is wrong: 
and ſo went on praiſing God for ſending his Son for 
the redemption of man, and ſpoke much of the Lord's 
making a way for his people in the nation of Eng- 
land. At another time he ſaid, © My ftrength fails 
me.“ On which, one by him replied, © I hope the 
© Lord doth not fail thee :* he anſwered, © Through 
© mercy the Lord never failed me;* with more con- 
cerning the Lord's building of Zion, &c. And at 
another time he ſaid, ſpeaking of the Lord, Oh! 
thy precious light, in which I ſee thy glory: What 
© will become of them that deſpiſe thy light !* Again, 
he ſaid, © The falſe prophet and the hireling, the Lord 
t will cut down, and all that reſiſt his bleſſed power- 
ful work which he hath begun in this nation of 
England;“ with more words of exhortation to 
friends, and praiſes unto God, and ſo finiſhed his 
teſtimony a priſoner for truth, the 2d of the tenth 


month, 1677. 


—— é —̃—— 


rrPHEN SMITH, was born the 29th of be 


ſeventh month, 1623. He received the truth in 
the love of it, in the year 1665, and gave up to obey 


and walk therein; he truly loved God's faithful meſ- 


ſengers and people, how deſpiſed and ſuffering ſoever 


and 
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and eſtate, by impriſonment and ſpoil of goods, for 
his tender conſcience and teſtimony on behalf of 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

He was a man fearing God, and of good report, 
being an exemplary preacher of righteouſneſs in his 
converſation, and one truly kind and ready to do good 
in his day; ſo God alſo endued him with a living 
miniſtry, and experimental teſtimony to tell of his 
goodneſs to others, from an inward ſenſe thereof in 
himſelf, and to the comfort and encouragement of 
many who heard him. He travelled in divers parts 
of the nation, in the work and ſervice of God, in the 
goſpel of his Son. a 
In the time of his ſickneſs, when he was in the 

reateſt extremity of weakneſs, he often declared 
of the © lovingkindneſs of the Lord God, by which 
© he was upheld above the fear of death.“ 

To ſeveral who came to viſit him, he ſaid, It was 
a bleſſed and heavenly thing to have the mind clear 
and free from all troubles and cumbers of this 
world (as he faid his mind was) having given up 
all to the will of the Lord, that it might be done 
on earth as it is in heaven”; adding, © oh what a bleſ- 
ſed habitation is this for the ſoul of man to reſt in, 
© which I have a full aſſurance of !! At another time, 
one who came to fee him, he exhorted to © dread and 
fear the Lord God, and to repent of all, whatſoever 
© that holy and pure witneſs in his conicience makes 
© manifeſt to be evil; ſo if happily he might find 
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_ © mercy with the Lord, which will be better to thee,” 


ſaid he, © than all the world beſides.* A little after, 
another perſon coming into the chamber, and the 
power of the Lord being with him, He deſired ſhe 
© might fear the Lord, that thereby ſhe might be 
© preſerved out of all evil;* and added, Love the 
© truth above all, for the truth is a very precious 
thing; and be ſure keep low and . and be 


* not high- minded, nor exalted above the pure mw 
© nel 
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© neſs of God in thy conſcience, for that would be 
© hurtful.” - 

Another time, in remembrance of the tender deal- 
ings of the Lord to him, he ſaid to his ſons who were 
preſent, * My days are very near drawing to an end; 
and though my father and mother caſt me off when 
I was a little lad, the Lord hath always preſerved 
me, and his bleſſings did always attend me, having 
been often in many great dangers, both by ſea and 
land: ſo having my mind ſober and chaſte to God, 
© and having the fear of the Lord placed in my heart, 
© by which I was preſerved out of evil, I did the 
© thing that was right in the ſight of the Lord, ſo 
that I found favour of the Lord, and gained the love 
© and favour of people, in dealing juſtly and truly 
+ with all people, not wronging any man: and this 
he gave in charge to his ſons, that they might always 
be kept © ſober and chaſte in their minds, having al- 
© ways regard to the fear of the Lord placed in their 


hearts, that thereby they might be preſerved out of ß 
© evil, and doing always that which is juſt and right; = 


© and to be ſure to be courteous and kind to all, lov- 
© ing the good in all, and bearing their teſtimony 
© againſt the evil in all, whereſoever it did appear. 
And farther ſaid, Whenſoever you go about that 
© which is weighty, take counſel of good and found 
© friends, ſo that all things may be done to the glory 
© and honour of the Lord and his bleſſed truth, in 
© which your bleſſings are all yea and amen.“ And 
moreover adviſed his ſons, ſaying, Do not run into 
© the cumbers of the world, but wait upon the Lord, 
and he will find out a way for you in his time; for 
£ the Lord is cal.ing, and taking me out of, and from 
© all troubles and cumbers, and from the evil that is 
© coming upon this wicked world, in a good time, 


© wherein I am aſſured of that ſound and perfect peace, 


£ wherein my ſoul will reſt with the Lord for ever; 


©. ſo that I have no more to do now, but deſire the 


© Lord 
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© Lord to make my paſſage eaſy to my heavenly 


6 reſt.” 5 

A little before his departure, being filled with the 
ſpirit, he praiſed and magnified God, and prayed, ſay- 
ing, Lord, and deareſt God, oh! aſſiſt in this paſ- 
« ſage from death to life,* and ſoon after ſaid, « Now 


» 


I] am going into my ſweet ſleep ;?* and rang 696 
laid down his head in perfect peace with the Lord, 
the 22d of the ſeventh month, 1678, at his houſe 
near Guildford in Surry, aged 55 years. 


EAR BARCROF T, daughter of William 


Barcroft, near Edenderry, in King's County, 
Ireland, was a young woman of an innocent con- 
verſation; obedient to her parents, and loving to 
all, but eſpecially to the godly, whoſe company was 
her delight; and as her life was good, To was her 
death. In the time of her ſickneſs ſhe defired to 
have the tenth chapter of Luke read, wherein two paſ- 
ſages were remarkable to her; the one of the man 
inquiring who was his neighbour; the other of 
Martha and Mary; at the reading of which ſhe was 
much refreſhed. The morning before ſhe died, it 
was obſerved the prayed with a low voice, and did 
wreſtle in ſpirit with the Lord; and in the afternoon 


S the Lord did ſo appear for her help, that the pangs of 
= death were as it were taken away, fo that ſhe ſung 


hymns and ſpiritual ſongs of praiſe to Chriſt her Re- 
deemer. Afterwards the aid, Oh! that I might 
© live with thee for ever, and for evermore;' then ſhe 
took leave of her parents and relations. Being aſked 


how ſhe did, ſhe anſwered, *< I feel. neither pain nor 


* trouble;* and hearing her mother weep, ſaid, < Why 
* doth my mother weep, for I am well?” ſo with 
tneſe and ſome other words, which cannot be well 
remembered, 
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remembered, becauſe of the ſorrows of thoſe about 
her, ſhe departed this life with the ſeal of aſſurance in 
the true faith, and is gone to her reſt, and hath left 
a good memorial behind her. 

She died the 27th of the eighth month, 1678, in 
the 19th year of her age. 


HOMAS ROBINSON, ſon of Thomas 
Robinſon of Bridgend near Kelſo in Scotland, 
was convinced of the truth about three years before his 
parents, when he was about 13 years of age, and but 
few friends in thoſe parts; and he was ſo effectually 
converted, that although many endeavours were 
uſed, both by promiſes and threatenings, they were 
not able to overturn his faith. 

He was a youth of a ſober and religious conver- 
ſation, inſomuch that he was a wonder to many; 
and by his faithfulneſs to the truth (though a child) 
- he was very inſtrumental to the convincement of 
his parents, who afterwards lived and died in the 
fame faith. Many diſputes he had with the prieſts 
and others, and was ſo furniſhed with arguments, 
that they were often aſtoniſhed at him. 

About the twentieth year of his age, God was 
pleaſed to call him to the work of the miniſtry; at 
which time he was concerned to go to publick 
places of worſhip, and bear teſtimony to the people 
againſt their evil deeds. His miniſtry was living, 
and he had a clear diſcerning of the ſpirit of anti- 
chriſt, that ſecretly worked for the hurt of God's 
heritage, which he adviſed friends to watch againſt. 

He travelled through the northern counties of 
England, and alſo viſited all the meetings of friends 
in his own nation, and had ſeveral fights of things 


to coine, ſome of which he ſaw come to paſs; and 
| alſo 
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alſo had a viſion of his own death two years before 
he died: at laſt he was viſited with ſickneſs, which 
continued about ſeventeen weeks,. and in all that 
time he was not heard to repine, or ſpeak frowardly, 
though his ſickneſs was attended with much exer- 
ciſe; but many times he fung praiſes to the Lord, 
to the affecting of others who heard him; and de- 
clared, That he valued not the pains and trouble of 
© his body, if it was the Lord's will ſo to try him; 
but that the Lord's everlaſting truth might be 
« raiſed over all; and all lets and hindrances be 
© taken out of the way, and he to feel preſervation 
© in the truth, to the end of his days ;* with many 
more good expreſſions. 

The night before he died, he intreated his parents 
not to repine at the Lord's doing, ſaying, © It was his 
© will to remove him from the evil to come.“ After 


-a little ſilence, his father aſked him If he had 4 


thing more upon his mind to fay?* He anſwered, 
Little more, but that all might be kept faithful 
< who profeſs the. truth, the precious truth.“ Soon 
after he fell aſleep, and ſlept till about break of day, 
and then departed this life on the 2d of the eighth 
month, 1678, about the 23d year of his age. 


X7ILLIAM COALE, of Maryland in 
America, was convinced of the bleſſed 

truth about the year 1657; he was a man of an in- 
nocent and tender ſpirit, of true judgment, and ſtood 
in the power and love of God againſt unrighteouſ- 
neſs and falfe liberty; and for true liberty in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and. for holineſs, peace and unity in the 
church ; he freely and tenderly preached the croſs 
of Chriſt, and was living and weighty in his teſti- 
mony : he ſuffered impriſonment in James-T own 
Vor. I. G priſon 
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priſon in Virginia with George Wilſon, a friend of 
Old England, who travelled into America to preach 
the goſpel, whom the magiſtrates of that town perſe- 


cuted to death, after they had cruelly beaten and 


whipped him, and kept him long in iron chains: 


the ſaid William Coale was alſo much decayed in his 


body by that cruel impriſonment, and never recover- 
ed it. | | 

His viſit to friends in Virginia was very ſervice- 
able to many; ſome were turned to the Lord through 


his ne + and many were eſtabliſhed in the bleſſed 


truth; and in the time of his ſickneſs he was cheer- 
ful in ſpirit, freely given up to the will of God, as a 
living man prepared to die, ſaying, © The living 
< preſence of the Lord is with me ;* with many more 
words of the great ſatisfaction he had from the Lord 
concerning his peace, ſaying, I bleſs the Lord, I 
© have finiſhed my courle, and I have nothing to do 
„but to wait on the Lord to die.“ So in a ſhort 


time he departed very peaceably and quietly about 


the year 1678. 


(HRISTOPHER BACON, of Pollinghill in 
® Somerſetſhire, was formerly a ſoldier in the 
king's army: about the year 1656 ſome of the 
Lord's ſervants, called Quakers, coming into that 
country to preach the goſpel, he went to one of the 
meetings, not to receive good, but rather to ſcoff 
and deride ; but, through the Lord's mercy he was 
reached in his conſcience, and received the bleſſed 
truth in the love of it; and afterwards received a 
diſpenſation of the goſpel of Chriſt to preach, and 
was a diligent labourer in the work of the miniſtry; 
he travelled to London, and into Ireland and Ws 
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and many parts of the nation of England, and ſeve- 
ral were convinced of the truth by him. 

In the year 1678 he came into the county of 
Cornwall, and there fell ſick, being weak of body 
before, but had a good meeting with friends in the 


town: and upon his ſick bed he defired a friend by 


him to write comfortably to his wife, if the Lord 
ſhould take him away, and adviſe her, That ſhe 
© bring up her children in the fear and counſel of the 
Lord; and it was his fervent deſire that his wife 
© might be kept in the truth; and for all friends,” 


And ſaid, Since it is my lot, after many great la- 


& bours and travels for the ſervice of truth, for me 
© to come here and lay down my body, I am well 
ſatisfied in God's will and pleaſure, and am at this 
© time free and clear in my mind, willing to be 
© with God.” Then making ſome pauſe, he ſaid, 
Oh! friends, keep in mind your latter end, and 
that will make you draw nigh to the Lord, and 


* ſeek after him.” And further ſaid, © Friends, 


© take heed that you loſe not an heavenly inheritance 
for an earthly.“ And the day before he died, be- 
ing the firſt day of the week, he ſpoke to friends as 
they were going to meeting, minding his dear love 
to friends, and ſaid, © The Lord's preſence be 
© amongſt you, for his preſence hath attended me 
in all my labours, travels, ſufferings and exerciſes, 
for his name's ſake. His end drawing near and 
his body weak, he continued to the laſt moment in 
ſweet harmony, and lifting up his hands, in much 
quietneſs and peace he gave up the ghoſt the 29th 
of the tenth month, 1678, aged about fifty-hve 
years. or” | 
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ARAH BECK, wife of John Beck of Dockra, 

in the county of Weſtmoreland, was an inno- 
cent woman, and one that feared the Lord ; even 
from a child her heart was ſet to ſeek him and the 
proſperity of his truth, and the welfare of all people ; 
and her chiefeſt care was to ſerve and obey the Lord. 
Being ſick near unto death, ſo that it was thought 
ſhe was dead, but recovering a little, ſhe faid, © I was 
« well, I was very well, if I had gone.“ And after 
that ſhe praiſed and magnified the name of God, 
which much affected the hearts of many who were 
with her in her ſickneſs; and ſhe ſaid, © O Lord, 
© thou haſt ſatished my ſoul ; I defired that I might 
© praiſe thee, and I am ſatisfied, honour, glory, and 
© hallelujahs be to thee, thou God of my life : Oh! 
© I feel ſweet peace, and great joy: Oh! the joy that 
© 1s laid up for the righteous ! Oh! who would not 
but fear the Lord? Who would not but be faith- 
© ful?” And taking leave of her huſband, and her 
friends one by one, ſhe ſaid, with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, © i am near going ; this ſweet end will 
come; it makes my heart glad when I remember 
my end; it will be the happieſt hour that ever 
came to me.“ Some obſerving her to be in great 
pain and very ſick, faid one to another, It is very 
© hard:* ſhe anſwered, © Nay, it is very eaſy, for the 
© Lord ſweetens it: Oh! thou glorious God, thou 
© haſt ſatisfied my foul; I am filled with thy pure 
< preſence;* with theſe words, O that I may praiſe 
© thee while I have breath. and being?” as indeed 
ſhe did, for even at the very hour of death ſhe ſaid, 
Call in the family;* and holding her huſband by 
the hand, made ſweet melody in her heart, ſaying,. 
© Dear God, what ſhall I render to thee for this 
© evening facrifice?”* And fo went on praiſing God 
till her natural ſtrength failed, then turned her face 
to the pillow and faid no more; but died as if ſhe 
| | bad 
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had fallen aſleep, being the 13th of the ſixth month, 
in the year 1679. 


ILLIAM ALLEN, of Earlſcoln, received 

the bleſſed truth in the year 1654, and the 

power of the Lord made a ſpeedy change in him; 
for ſoon after, he had a diſpenſation of the goſpel of 
Chriſt Jeſus given to him from God, and he was 
ſtirred up with zeal againſt the falſe ways, worſhips, 
ſuperſtitions and profaneneſs of thoſe times; which 
produced living teſtimonies from him, in divers 


XZ towns and places where he travelled, againſt thoſe 


things which were evil; this ſometimes occaſioned 
him to come under hard ſufferings and impriſonments, 
in which he behaved himſelf as a faithful ſoldier of 
Chriſt Jeſus, and a good example to his fellow-ſuf- 
ferers; preaching the goſpel of peace, both in life and 
doctrine, which had a ſweet and comfortable effect 


upon many, who were reached in their conſciences 


by his teſtimony and miniſtry, and by his innocent 
converſation; ſo that they embraced the truth he 
preached and ſuffered for, and became heirs of the 
ſalvation of God, to their everlaſting comfort, and 
the furtherance of the goſpel. p 

He was of ſevere carriage to ſuch as made pro- 
feſſion of truth, and walked not with a ſtrait foot in 
the goſpel; but was very tender over all ſuch as 
were young, and under exerciſe about their inward 
condition, and ſometimes ſpoke effectually to their 
conditions, to the eaſing of their afflicted ſpirits. 

He was an example in the county where he lived, 
encouraging friends to obſerve the good order of the 
truth, and to keep the goſpel void of offence, not ex- 
alting himſelf above his brethren, but bore a good 
reſpect to them, and to their counſel and judgment. 
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He ſerved the Lord Jeſus, and his church and 
people, without wearineſs to the end of his days; 
and would lament the condition of thoſe who fat 
down at eaſe, and often ſaid, * That a terrible day 
would overtake them Who were at eaſe in Zion.” 
In the time of his health, when he was able to go 
abroad and viſit friends, he would fay, © God hath 
made me a huntſman, and I muſt viſit many of 
© them who are in their holes and caves; I muſt 
© be clear of their blood:” and would ſpeak of the 
fore travails and pangs he had for ſome, which often 
made his ſoul forrowful. 

His labours in the goſpel were chiefly in the 
counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, and Eſſex; 
and for his teſtimony he was impriſoned in Col- 
cheſter Caſtle, where he was inſtrumental to gain 
divers to the truth. He was alſo impriſoned at 
Cambridge, and at Fly, and Lynn in Norfolk, and 
many were turned to God by his miniſtry. 

He was a diligent labourer in the Lord's vine- 
yard for about twenty-four years ; in the laſt year 
and half of his life he was much afflicted with 
bodily weakneſs; but would often fay, © That he 
« was content with the will of his Father.“ In the 
time of his ſickneſs he ſhewed the meekneſs and 

tience of Chrift, which dwelt in him; and was 
filled with the peace of God to the laſt, fo that he 
faid, * He could ſhout for jov, but that he wanted 
« ſtrength of body; and which,” he ſaid, © was but 
an earneſt of what he ſhould more fully enjoy 
© when his earthly tabernacle was diſſolved.“ He 
ſpoke largely of the enjoyment of the glory of God 
in his ſoul, and of the aſſurance he had of eternal 
life: ſome of his expreſſions were as follow: 

The earth is filled with the glory of the Lord: 
© praiſes, praifes unto my God, who reigns over 
© all: he hath redeemed my ſoul from the grave, and 
« my life from the horrible pit: he hath plucked 
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7 my feet out of the mire and clay; glory, glory be 


given unto thy 4 * name: Ohl m 
« as for my part, I have fought the good fight, and 
have kept the faith;. and a large ſhare of the glor 
of my God is ſealed in my ſoul; it is but an n——__ 
that I have here, of that crown of life and glory 

which my Father hath in ſtore for me.” 

Concerning his ſickneſs, he ſaid, © It hath pleaſed 
the Lord to exerciſe me, as he did Job, for the 
c trial of my faith and patience: I have trodden his 
« ſteps theſe twelve months: a full reward thou haſt 
given me of life and glory. Oh! my good God, 
© how good art thou to me? I have received abun- 
dance of good at thy hand, and ſhall not I receive 
c alittle evil? Bleſſed be thy name for thy goodneſs : 
© my cup overflows, I cannot utter it ;* and fo con- 
tinued, often ſpeaking of the glory of the Lord that 
reſted upon him; and charged friends to be faith- 
ful, that the fear of God might always reſt upon 
their hearts, that they might anſwer his love, in 
yielding obedience to his requirings; and then, if 
they did meet with exercifes for the trial of their 
faith, yet the Lord would be with them if they abode 
faithful to the end; and the fame crown of life they 
ſhould enjoy, which he had an aſſurance of. There- 
© fore,” ſaid he, © watch, and keep your garments, and 
© oil in your veſſels, that you may be ready to enter 
© with the bridegroom; but as for thoſe that ſhall 
© continue in hypocriſy and diſobedience, and ſhun 
© the croſs of Chriſt, and neglect to work while it 
© 1s day, the night will come upon ſuch unawares, 
© and the fooliſh virgins ſtate they will be found in; 
© and though they may deſire oil of the wiſe, the 
© wiſe will have none to ſpare; but the door will 
© be ſhut upon ſuch, and miſery will be their por- 
tion.“ He alſo gave good counſel] to his two 
daughters, ſaying, There was a bleſſing for them, 
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for their father's ſake, if they would bow to truth, 
© and abide faithful therein.” 

He longed to haſte away; but was. alſo willing to 
wait God's pleaſure. 

More was ſpoken by him, as friends came to viſit 
him, and as his ſtrength would permit, which was 
not taken in writing. 

After his ſpeech grew low, he could not well be 
heard, and ſeemed for ſome haurs as if he was de- 
parting ; at laſt he ſaid to a friend, © I was almoſt 
© gone, but I cannot go yet; there is ſome ſecret 
© counſel of God in it.“ After ſome little time, more 
friends coming in, he was enabled to declare much 
to them, exhorting them to faithfulneſs, and ſaid, I 
© am glad to ſee my friends about me: I go to my 
© God and your God, my Father and your Father ; 
© my boſom is full of love to all my Father's children; 
and then ſaid, Now, Lord Jeſus, how acceptable 
© is it to leave all the world, and be gathered up to 
© thee:? and ſo committing his ſpirit to the Lord, 
ſoon fell aſleep. | 

His end was honourable, and he is crowned with 
immortality and eternal life; he left the world in a 
good age, having attained to about 63 years: he died 
the 21ſt of the eleventh month, 1679, at Earlſcoln 
in the county of Eſſex. 


* 


Bedfordſhire, and grandaughter of William 
wibury, of Warwick, aged about twelve years, 
being taken ſick, and her aunt finding her under a 


Ms SAMM, daughter of John Samm of 
E 


concern of mind, aſked her, Why ſhe walked ſo 
© often alone in the garden, when ſhe was well?“ for 
ſhe would many times be weeping alone: ſhe re- 
plied, Dear aunt, I am troubled for want of a full 

* * aſſurance 
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«© aſſurance of my eternal ſalvation ; for not any 
« knows ny exerciſe but the Lord alone, what I have 
gone through fince I came to Warwick ; it was 
© begun before I came, but it was then ſmall : this 
« was my trouble, I thought I ſhould not live long, 
© and that if I did die, I did not know whither my 
« ſoul ſhould go; but I hope the Lord will give me 
« ſatisfaction before I die: it is but hope, and though 
but hope, yet for this my ſoul ſhall praife his name 
© for ever. The next day, having more aſſurance 
of her future happineſs, and ſome friends coming 
into her chamber, ſhe ſaid, © I have been twice in 
© my days nigh to death, but the Lord in his tender 
« mercy prolonged my days, that I might feek his 
face in the light of Chriſt, and come to be ac. 
© quainted with him before I go hence.“ Alfo ſhe 
ſaid, © If this diſtemper do not abate, I muſt die; but 
my ſoul ſhall go to eternal joy, eternal and ever- 
© laſting life and peace with my God for ever.“ She 
ſaid at another time, They that live longeſt endure 
© the greateſt ſorrow; therefore, O Lord, if it be 
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© in peace with thee;“ with many more good 
words, f = 
The day following ſhe deſired all to go forth of 
the room: after a conſiderable time, her mother and 
grandfather went in again, when ſhe ſaid, I have 
© now received full ſatisfaction of my eternal ſalva- 
© tion. It is now done, it is now done.“ And after 
ſaying ſomething to her mother, ſhe ſaid, © I am very 
* willing to die, that the Lord may glorify his name 
© this day, in his will being done with me:“ often 
praying to the Lord to lay no more upon her than 
the was able to bear, faying, Help me, O my God, 


c that 1 may praiſe thy holy name for ever. Her 


grandfather adviſing her to ſtillneſs, ſhe anſwered, 


Dear grandfather, I ſhall die, and I cannot but 


* praiſe the name of the Lord whilſt I have a Mr 
1 do 
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© do not know how to do to praiſe him enough.“ 
Her grandfather inquiring how ſhe did, ſhe replied, 
© I have had no reſt to-night, nor to-day. I did not 
* know but I ſhould have died this night, but very 
* hardly I tugged through it; but I ſhall die to-day, 
and a grave ſhall be made, and my body put into 
* a hole, and my foul ſhall go into heavenly joy, and 
(to everlaſting peace for evermore.“ After more 
expreſſions, her aunt aſked her if ſhe thought ſhe 
was upon her death bed, ſhe replied, © Yea, yea, I 
© am upon oy death bed, I ſhall die to-day; and I 
© am very willing to die, becauſe I know it is better 
for me to die than to live.“ After ſome time, and 
other expreſſions, ſhe inquired the time of the day; 
which being told her, ſhe ſaid, © I thought it was 
© more; I will ſee if I can have alittle reſt and ſleep 
© before I die.” So lay ſtill, and had a ſweet ſleep, 
and awaked without complaint; and then in a quiet 
and peaceable frame of ſpirit laid down her head the 
fame day in peace, being the gth of the ſecond 
month, 1680, in the 12th year of her age, 


ICHARD SAMBLE was born at a place 
called Penhall in the pariſh of Enoder in the 
county of Cornwall, and baptized according to the 
manner of the church of England the 24th of the 
fifth month, 1644, and his education was accordingly; 
in which he continued until it pleaſed God to call 
him by his grace, and to reveal his Son in him, about 
the year 1666, at which time the Lord ſent ſome of 
his meſſengers, called Quakers, into thoſe parts, to 
make known the way of ſalvation, and to turn peo- 
ple from darkneſs to light; whoſe teſtimony he re- 


ceived and cloſed with, and, like Ephraim, lamented þ 


his miſpent time, under a form. without power. He 
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WAS brought into deep humility, and fat down in 


ſilence in the aſſemblies of God's people for ſeveral - 


years, in tenderneſs, fear, and trembling, waiting 
upon the Lord for that wiſdom which is from above. 
And ſometimes when his heart was filled with the 
power of the Lord, he would in much , tenderneſs 
ſpeak a ſentence or two in a meeting of God's peo- 
ple, which was received and accepted. And though 
his preſence was contemptible to the great men, 
orators and diſputers of this world, yet his teſtimony 
was made powerful to many. | 

He was improved in his gift for the work of the 
miniſtry through great diligence; and in his laſt fix 
years he travelled frequently from county to county, 
viſiting the meetings of friends in many parts of 
England and Wales. And at his return from his 
journeys he attended diligently to his trade, which 
was a taylor, for the help of his family. 

He gave up his weak body to ſpend and be ſpent 
in God's ſervice, and was as careful of his time as 


if he had ſeen the ſhadows of the evening ſtretched 


out. | 


He adorned his teſtimony by a circumſpect life, 
and was very temperate; and all things were fo 
ſanctified to him in the fear of the Lord, that he was 
a ſweet ſavour in his day. His wife did not remem- 
ber that ever ſhe heard him ſpeak one unſavory word, 


© during the twelve years ſhe was his wife, being con- 
tented in every condition, exhorting her and his 


children to live in God's fear. In the church he was 
a nurſing-father ; never ſparing his labour, though 
many times through much difficulty to viſit the peo- 


ple of God, both in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; re- - 


buking ſome, exhorting others, and comforting and 
confirming many in that heavenly power that accom- 
panied him; being willing to ſerve the Lord with all 
his heart, mind, underſtanding, and ſtrength. 
About the firſt month, 1680, being then on his 
| Is | travels 
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travels (and having been weak ſome months before) 
he was taken ſick at Pool in Dorſetſhire ; from 
whence he wrote an epiſtle to friends in Cornwall, 
the county where he was born, and where he re- 
ceived truth, alſo where his family dwelt, which is as 
followeth : | 


+ 


To Friends in Cornwall. 


« Dear Friends, 


Send this falutation, as though it were my laſt 

© unto you, wherein I take my leave of you in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, deſiring you all may obey 
the truth, and live and die in it. The many ſweet 
and heavenly opportunities which my ſoul hath, had 
with you, are freſh in my remembrance. And 
now, dear hearts, my body grows very weak, but 
my foul is ſtrong in the 2-1 who hath greatly 
renewed the laſting ſeal of his love unto my foul 
this morning. Oh! how could I ſleep when m 
heart was ſo awakened unto the bleſſed ſenſe of my 
acquaintance with the Lord, which ſounded through 
my ſou}, that my name ſhould not be blotted out 
of the book of life, and of the holy city, the hea- 


cious' ſtones, and the river of the water of life 
flows; where the gates are not ſhut by day, neither 
is any night there: which, when my foul heard, 
my heart was diſſolved and broken within me, and 
my head was as it were turned into water, and 
mine eyes guſhed out with tears, in the conſidera- 
tion of the endleſs love of God to ſuch a poor 

creature as I. 

Now, dear friends, who are truly near to me in 
© the Lord, you know the time of our firſt knowledge 
© and acquaintance, which was a time of love, and 

| to 
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to this day A pray: is klled with the ſame towards 
© you, though I am like, as to the outward, to ſce 
© your faces no more. 

Oh, friends! be not enſnared nor entangled with 
< thin's of this world, nor let your minds go out of 
© truth, and fo Joſe the everlaſting ſtay and ſupport of 
your fouls in the laſt day; but rather let go all, and 
© hold faſt the truth, and keep your hearts from being 
© over-run with the world's ſpirit; and fo will the 
© ſpirit of truth ſpring up in you as a well to refreſh 
«© your ſouls. 5 

And all you, whoſe hearts are truly tendered 
© to the Lord, whoſe trials and exerciſes are not 
© a few, be not daunted nor diſcouraged, although 
© the enemy may ſeek to frighten you witli many 
* temptations, and would ſeek to lead you out 
Jof the fellowſhip z which exerciſe my ſoul has 
© ſometimes paſſed under. But bleſſed be the Lord 
© for ever, the enemy 1s found a liar; for the Lord 
© has been pleaſed to make.this ſick bed to me better 
than a king's palace; and I have great fellowſhip 
with my laſt day, and do rejoice in the Lord, who 
* doth ſo ſweetly viſit me with the glorious light of 
© his countenance : it is with me as it is with one 
© who has travelled many weary journeys, and at laft 
is come to the ſight of his deſired end, which when 
© he ſees, greatly rejoices in a ſenſe of a further fa. 
« tisfaction which he ſhall after enjoy; even ſo it is 
© with me, who have paſſed no opportunity where J 
© ſaw the way of life clear and open before me, but 
© have been ready night and day to do the will, and 
© anſwer the requirings of the Lord; ſo running, as 
© one in a race, knowing my time that it is but 

ſhort: and bleſſed be the Lord, I have great peace 
and ſatisfaction in this my weak and low condition 
and am fatisfied, ſeeing my lot was not at tais time 
among you, that it is here in this place; I hope it 
wilt be well, whether I live or die. | 

Vor. I. ES "And 
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© And, my dear and well-beloved friends, dwell 
< in love one with another, walking in the unſpotted 
© life, ſo ſhall you grow up as pleaſant plants in the 
garden of the Lord, and the dew of life will more 
and more deſcend upon you, and this you will feel 
from day to day; and when you ſhall come to 
< your latter end, your reward will be ſure with the 
Lord. 

I have much in my heart towards you, but my 
© ſtrength fails me; only this I defire of you, ſeeing 
4 am like to leave my wife and tender babes with 
© you, (whom I know not whether I ſhall ſee more) 
great is my love and tender reſpect to them, for we 
© have lived from the beginning as two joined together 
by the Lord, who gives victory over the world; be- 
lieving that when I am gone, the care of my God wil 
be over them ; I have been a tender father to them, 
and they have been to me very tender children, and 
my wife hath been to me as bond of my bone and 
fleſh of my fleſh, yet I muſt leave botn her and 
them unto the Lord. . _ 

This I would leave with you, my dear brethren 
and ſiſters, who have known me from the begin- 
ning, that you eſteem ot her, when I am gone, as 
one who was wife to him that was made willing in 
his day to ſpcnd and be ſpent for God's truth, and 
his churches ſake; and I deſire you in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that my dear wite may meet with no 
diſcouragcments from you; the is a tender woman; 
and then you will be encouragers of her. I know 
when this comes to your hands there will be no 
want of ſorrow ; but I truſt in my God, that both 
my dear wie and you will be ſo endowed with the 
power and preſence of the Lord, that if you ſhould 
hear of my going hence, you will conclude, as 
becomes true chriſtians, that you muſt come to 
me, and that I cannot come to you. 


And 
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© And ſo my dear friends, in the opening free love 
© of God, which this morning my ſoul is viſited 
« withal, I dearly ſalute you, deſiring the Lord may 
© be an huſband to my dear wife, and a father to my 
© children, and you-friends to both. | 

© And whereas I have never been wanting in my 
© Jabour and ſervice for the glory of the Lord and 
© your good when with you; and if the Lord yet 
© lengthen my days, I truſt I ſhall be as ready and 
© as willing as ever I have been; ſo conclude in a 
© ſweet and living ſenſe of that love which will never 
© die, my wife's dear huſband, my children's tender 
father, and your own dear friend and brother, in 
© the immortal ſeed of life, where we are nearly and 
* dearly related one to another. 


© RICHARD SAMBLE.' 
Pool, the 1ſt of the firſt month, 1680. BER 


Thus our dear friend had a true ſenſe of his death, 


and this letter manifeſts that he was a true chriſtian, 
a good huſband, a tender father, and a faithful friend 
and brother; they were his dying and laſt words to 
them, as he ſaid, for he did not live to fee his family 
and friends in that county to whom he did write, 
though he lived ſome weeks after this. 

| Recovering a little ſtrength, he was deſirous to be 


at home with his wife and ſmall children and relations 


in Cornwall; and in order to it, he travelled in much 


weak neſs to Topſham, and after a few days reſt he 


reached to Champet, near Mourton in Devonſhire ; 
there he fell into a relapſe, and his wife came to him. 
The day before his departure, taking leave of his 
wife, he ſaid, Ohl my dear wife, come hither to 
* me, and let me take thee in my arms once more. 


© The Lord will be to thee an huſband, and a father 
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© to our little children, as thou abideſt faithful to the 
Lord. Then, after a few words more to her, he 
prayed a conſiderable time ; yea, as long as life laſted, 
he was praiſing and magnifying the Lord. And to a 
friend who viſited him a little before his death, as he 
lay weak on his bed, he declared how well it was 
for him, that he did give up to the Lord's requir- 


© ings, to ſpend and be ſpent for the churches ſake? 


and Had, © He knew his time would be but ſhort, 


© and labours, travels, and exerciſes would have 
© their end, and be no more;* with many more 
expreſſions in much tenderneſs, with tears running 
down his cheeks which was a great comfort to the 


friends preſent. 


So he finiſhed his teſtimony, and ſlept with his 
fathers, the 15th of the third month, 1680, and 1s 
entered into reſt from his labours, and his works 
follow him; aged 36 years. 

Several of his epiſtles and teſtimonies were pub- 
liſhed in a ſmall volume, intitled, A Handful after 
the Harveſt Man, in 1684. 


— ———— 


OHN MATERN was a German, and educated 
in the learning of the ſchools, intending to be a 
prieſt: but it pleaſed God to viſit him, even in his 
own country, in the year 1674, and his wife's father, 
Chriſtopher Proham, who was a prieſt, was con- 
vinced alſo, and was a faithful friend, and died in 
peace with God in England, where they and their 
families came to live. 
John Matern laboured about ſix years in great 
integrity, inſtructing youth in the knowledge of the 
tongues, and endeavoured to bring them unto the 
fear of the Lord, and knowledge of his bleſſed truth. 
He lay ſick about a week, and about four hours _ 
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he departed, at his deſire, they called the pe of the 
ſchool into his bedchamber, where he had a meet- 
ing with the family, and he was filled with divine 
praiſes, magnifying the great power of God, and 
his prayer was fervent, © that the Lord would carry 
© on the good work begun among the children, and 
© proſper his truth daily every where ;* he exhorted the 


= children, as they ſat round about him, © to be faithful 


© in their meaſures to a little, and more ſhould be 
© added. And he gave thanks to God for many 
particular mercies, but more eſpecially, that he had 
received the knowledge of the everlaſting truth, and 
© had walked uprightly therein 3* for which, he de- 
clared at that time, that he had the teſtimony of a 
* good conſcience, and was entering into eternal reſt 
with the Lord.” 

He died in reſt and peace on the 1ſt of the ſeventh 
month, 1680. 


4 
\LIZABETH HUNTINGTON, daughter of 
Robert Huntington of Bowſtedhill in Cum- 
berland, was of an innocent life and converſation, 
and a good example of a meek and gentle ſpirit, care- 
ju] and tender over all in whom the leaſt appearance 
of truth manifeſted itſelf. When it pleaſed the 
Lord God by his mighty power, to raiſe her up as an 
inſtrument in his hand to declare his wonders, and 
ſhew forth his praiſe, her travels and labours were 
8 for the truth's ſake, to turn people unto the 
ord; being not ſatisfied to eat her morſel of bread 
alone; and her faithfulneſs to truth, was as a crown 
to her latter end. | „ 
About the ſeventh month, 1678, her mouth was 
opened by the power of the Lord, in which ſhe grew 
in the truth, and the Lord gave her wiſdom abun- 
dantly, ſo that ſhe became . 5 for the Lord, and 
8. e 
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bore an honourable teſtimony for his name and 
truth, and by her faithfulneſs many were turned to 
the Lord, for ſhe laboured earneſtly for the good of 
all people. In the year 1679 ſhe travelled into 
Northumberland, Bichoprick, and Yorkſhire; and 
in 1680 ſhe viſited friends in Scotland, with her 
companion Frances Liddle, and returned to her fa- 
ther's houſe after about three months travel. Soon 
after ſhe went again into- Northumberland, Biſhop- 
rick, and Yorkſhire, and returned in the ſixth month. 

Upon the 3d of the feventh month ſhe was taken 
ſick, and after ſome time, ſhe faid to her ſiſter, © 1 
« muſt leave this troubleſome world, and go into 
< immortality ;* the Lord kept her near to himſelf; 
and as though ſhe had fallen afleep, ſhe laid down 
her head in peace on the gth of the ſeventh month, 
and was buried the 1oth, in the 23d year of her 
age. In the miniſtry two years. 


—— — 


OHN STEEL, of Cumberland, was brought to the 
knowledge of the truth in the year 1654, and was 
obedient thereunto, and the Lord gave him a publick 
teſtimony to bear not long after he was convinced, 
which continued with him to the end of his days. 
He was a man of an excellent ſpirit, and clear in 
diſcerning the ſtates and conditions of many, unto 
whom he was made very ſerviceable by good coun- 
ſel, wholeſome advice, and inſtruction. His man- 
ner in publick teſtimony, was to deliver himſelf in 
few words, and not often, yet very weighty. He 
was ſevere againſt deceit and wrong ſpirits, but 
very willing always to encourage the well-doers; 2 
good example in converſation in his family, and 
abroad amongſt men, as well as in the church. 
When he was firſt taken ſick, he faid to his wife, 
© I muſt leave thee:* She replied, * My dear, why 
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© art thou of that belief?* He anſwered, © It is my 
« belief, and that I ſhall be well, and get to the place 
of pleaſantneſs that I have been travelling for above 
« theſe twenty years 3* exhorting her © to take heed to 
© the pure light wherewith ſhe was enlightened ; 
« for,” faid he, © It is the way, and there is not ano- 
© ther.” He bore a living teſtimony on his dyin 
bed, in the name and power of the Lord, to ſeveral 
who came to viſit him, both friends and other people, 
exhorting, warning, and reproving, as he was moved 
of the Lord. 

Ihe day before he died, ſeveral friends being come 
to fee him, he bid them © fit down and mind well 
«* what he ſaid; he then uttered many weighty ſayings, 
which were not written down ; but this was remem- 
bered that he ſaid, None could die the death of 
© the righteous but they that lived the life of the 
© righteous : though death may ſeem hard to ſome, 
© it doth not ſeem hard to me; for I feel my paſſage 
« ſweetened this day.' He exhorted friends © to keep 
© in. the unity, and beware of a wrong ſpirit;* and 
then ſaid, © I have little more to friends, but it may 
© be I may have ſomething to ſay to others. 

And after a little time he deſired ſeveral of his 
neighbours, who were not called Quakers, to be 
ſent for, and moſt of them being come, he ſaid, © I 
© am not aſuamed this day to ſay, the Spirit of the 
Lad is upon me ;* and fo declared to them ſeveral 
weighty things; and ſaid, © though ſome of you 
© have been long in a profefſion of religion, if the 
© queſtion were put to you, What is the guide of your 
© minds? TI believe you will be put to a ſtand for an 
© anſwer :* ſome of their hearts were fo reached, that 
they wept. A few hours before he died, he uttered 
many heavenly expreſſions in prayer to the Lord, to 
the great refreſhment of the ſtanders by. Thus 
the Lord, who alone is worthy of praiſe, accompanied 
him by his power to the laſt. W 

He died in Cumberland in 1680. 


ALICE 


* 
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LICE CURWEN, of Lancaſhire, who with 


her huſband Thomas Curwen, travelled in the 
work of the miniſtry in divers parts of America, as 
New-England, New-York, Long-Iſland, Rhode- 
Iſland, and Barbadoes ; and after many long jour- 
neys, and much ſervice, returned home about the 
third month, 1677. 

The ſaid Alice being upon her dying bed, was aſked, 
© if ſhe thought ſhe ſhould recover of her ſickneſs ;* 
To which ſhe anſwered, I do not know what the 
© Lord has to do, but I am freely given up to his will, 
c whether it be life or death.“ Another time, com- 
© plaining of the unfaithfulneſs of ſome profeſſin 
«© truth, ſhe ſaid, * But thoſe who are faithful, the Lord 
© will preſerve them, though they meet with many 
© trials and beſetments, both inwardly and outwardly.” 
And again, All ſtand faithful for the Lord in their 
© day, and none need be afraid of death, for it will be 
© as eaſy to them as it is to me.“ She often in the 
time of her ſickneſs made melody to God in her 
heart, and ſaid, Oh! my heavenly Father, how haſt 
© thou filled my cup, and made it to overflow; for 
© ] can do no leſs than bleſs and praiſe thy eternal 
© name.* Deſiring often, God's will might be 
c done, whether it was life or death; for to me to 
live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.“ She exhorted 
friends to © be diligent, and to know life and virtue 
in themſelves ; for,” ſaid ſhe, © the time will come 
© that words ſhall ceaſe, and life ſhall more ariſe ;” 
and ſaid, if ſhe did live, ſhe muſt declare it; and 


_ © if ſhe did die, ſhe muſt leave it as a teſtimony for 


© the Lord.“ Toward the latter end of the laſt 
night ſhe lived, her pain was great, and ſhe ſpoke 


to friends about her, ſaying, © Pray to the Lord for 


© me, that he lay no more upon me than I am able 
© to bear; that I may not offend this good God.“ 
13 
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Immediately ſhe prayed to the Lord, and had a little 


h WE eaſe, lying {till as if ſhe had been in a ſlumber, and 
ewas ſweetly carried through to the end. 

Ss 7 She dicd in London in the year 1680, 

e , 5 T — 

I, EXE FNILES BARNARDISTON, of Clare in the 
* county of Suffolk, came of a family of great 
e account in the world, and had his education accord- 
„ WE ingly at the univerſity; but when he received the 
truth, he ſaw not only the emptineſs of thoſe things, 
g but of their way of worſhip alſo; and, like Moſes, 


© choſe rather to join with the poor ſuffering people 
© of God (called Quakers) than to enjoy the plea- 
© ſures of fin for a ſeaſon.“ After he was con- 
yerted, it pleaſed God to commit a diſpenſation of 


de the goſpel unto him, and to lay a neceſſity upon him 
eco preach the ſame; which he faithfully performed 
er to the day of his death, not regarding the tenderneſs 
it oc his body ſo much, as to fulfil the will of God. 
5 When he was about to enter upon an hard jour- 
A 


ney, or was otherwiſe exerciſed, he would fay, It 
© is but for a ſhort time, and we ſhall have done in 


to © this world; I deſire that I may be faithful to the 
ed end, that I may enjoy that from the hand of the 
ue © Lord, that I received the truth for. If it had not 
ne © been to obtain peace of conſcience whilſt I am in 


= © this world, and hopes of everlaſting reſt with God 
min the world to come, I would never have left the 
glory and pleaſure of this world, which I had, and 


aſt * might have had a ſhare of, with them that are in 
ke it; neither would I now leave my houſe and home, 
or * where J have a loving wife, with all that a man, 
Je * fearing God, needs to deſire, if it was not to obey 
d.“ * the Lord, and to make known his truth unto 


others, 
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© others, that ſo they may come to be ſaved: for this 
© cauſe do I forſake father and mother, wife and 
© eſtate; and whoſoever thinks otherwiſe of me, 
© with the reſt of my faithful brethren whom God 
© hath called into his work, to declare his name and 
© truth among the ſons of men, they are all miſtaken 
© of us, and I would they knew us better.“ And fo 
he continued faithful in the Lord's work to the end; 


and was bleſſed in his labour, for he turned many to ; : 


righteouſneſs. 


It pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with ſickneſs im his 5 l 


return from London to Chelmsford, and his ſickneſs 
was ſhort; in whieh time he gave teſtimony to the 


goodneſs of God, and faid, © The Lord was his 8 


© portion, and that he was freely given up to die, 


< which was gain to him;' and on the 11th of the 


_ eleventh month, 1680, he departed in peace. 


In the next year a ſmall volume was publiſhed, E ; 


containing certain teſtimonies relating to him, 


ORDECAI HEARN, was a young man 
whom the Lord in mercy reached unto in his 

tender years, and called by his holy Spirit in his heart, 
and he hearkened to the call of the Lord, fo that he 
became a prepared veſſel hy the Lord for his uſe and 
| ſervice. God opened his heart, and mouth alfo, 
ſometimes to declare of his goodneſs and mercy, and 
ſpeak to the praiſe of his grace in the congregations 
of his people, until the 23d year of his age, when it 
leaſed the Lord to accept of his mite, offered in 
faithfulneſs and ſincerity, and to cut his work ſhort 
in this evil world, and give him his heavenly crown 


of reward. ; 

+ He was viſited with illneſs which brought him into 

a conſumption; and in his weakneſs. and. great 
affliction 
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affliction of body, he ſaid to ſome friends who ſtood 
by him as ne lay in bed, as follows: + Bleſſed be the 
Lord, that ever he made me to remember my 
< Creator in the days of my youth, ſeeing old age is 
© not like to be my portion; but a portion hath the 
© Lord provided for me among the faithful, in which 
© my ſoul rejoices with you, dear friends; for this is 
dur joy, and the crown of our rejoicing. Another 
time ne ſaid, Friends, the Lord is wonderfully good 
> FR < unto me in my fore affliction; he comforteth me 

with his ſweet pr ſenc.,, which is more to me than 
s RX « all the fading things of this world: oh! it is good 
s MX <« to truſt in the Lord, for he never faileth them that 


e <« put their truſt in him.“ And fo he lay in a ſweet, 
is FX quiet, and tender frame of ſpirit. 
e, Many friends being about him, he exhorted them 
with tears on his cheeks, © To follow the Lord fully, 
XX <« and to go on in his work and ſervice, and the Lord 
d, would be with them ;* which he ſpoke in fo Jivin 


a ſenſe of the Lord's power, that thoſe about him 
were much broken into tears, which, when he be- 
held, he with a ſweet heavenly countenance ſaid, 
Friends, weep not fur me; it is well with me; 
death is no terror to me, for the ſting thereof is 
© taken away, io that I am not afraid to die, And 
although my body be laid in the duſt, yet in this, 
« dear friends, remember that I am now going but a 
© little before, and you mult follow me.“ And ſoon 


jan 
his 
art, 
he 


and BW after theſe words were ſpoken, he raiſed himſelf upon 
fo, his knees, being in bed, and returned “ praiſes to the 
and Lord for his goodneſs and lovingkindneſs, that was 
ons 


© then ſhed abroad in their hearts. And beſought the 
Lord, that he would be with his ſervants and hand- 
© maids; and that he would proſper that work which 
he had begun.“ > 55 
At another time, a near relation came to viſit him, 
whom he entirely reſpected and loved, who had much 
loſt his former condition in the truth, to whom he 
ſpoke 


d in 
hort 
own 


into 
Freat 
Con 


5 


— > 
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ſpoke in love and tenderneſs, ſaying, * Oh! that our 
portion might be together: I fear thou deſpaireſt : 
© oh! do not diſtruſt the Lord, for he is all- ſufficient, 
© he is able to reſtor thee: but J fear thou doſt 
< diſtruſt his mercy: on! the thoughts of it ;s more 
© grievous to me than all my afflictions: oh! that 


< we ſhould be ſeparated, that grieves me.“ Being 


full of pain and weak, h groaned, ſaying, © curely 


< the Lord will r leaſe me in his time; urely the 


© Lord wi.l eaſe me of this pain ; for I am pained, ] 
© ] do not deſire to live here.“ And when he drew 
nigh his departure, he awaked out of fleep or flumber, 
and ſoon after his mother diſcerning him to breathe 
ſhort, ſaid to his ſiſter, I think thy brother is now 
dying: and he hearing her voice, ſpoke theſe 


words, © I am glad, I am glad; I go away with 


and called for his father, mother, and ſiſter, 


7 


© Joy: 


to kiſs them, and ſaid, * Weep not for me, for I 
< have peace with the Lord.“ He lived fome hours 
after, and lay praiſing hint, ſaying, The Lord is | 


© worthy to be waited upon, he will reieaſe me in his 
© own time, &c. and ſpeaking to thoſe about him 
he ſaid, © To outward appearance my time is but 
« ſhort in this world; but this I have to ſay, the 
© Lord hath been good unto me in my pilgrimage, 
© and therefore be you faithiul unto the Lord in his 
< requirings, to the end of your days, and he will 
© never leave you nor forſake you.“ 

He quietly departed this life the gth day of the 
ſeventh month in the year 1681, being 23 years and 
ten months old, at Sawbridgworth in Hertfordſhire. 


DB 


OAN KELLAM was one that truly feared God, 
and was a goud example where ſhe dwelt : ſhe 


J 


Was of found judgment, and well experienced in the 


work 
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work of the Lord; zealous for his honour, and faith- 
ful to the teſtimony of truth; an encourager of 
virtue, watching over the young, and an inſtructor 
of them in the right way of the Lord. She could 
ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon to an afflicted foul, having 
paſſed through many ſtates, and ſeen the wonders an 

oodneſs of the Lord therein; and was as a mother 
in Iſrael. | 

In the time of her ſickneſs ſhe gave good advice 

to them ſhe left behind her, that © they might perſe- 
< vere in faithfulneſs, to the finiſhing of that work 
© which the Lord had for them to do. She departed 
this lite in the year 1681. 


—— ——— — 


HE Teſtimony ſof THOMAS GET TO, 

of Bandon in Ireland, about eight hours before 
his departure out of this life; being weak in body, 
but fervent in mind, and perfect in memory; taken 
from his mouth the 22d of the third month, 1682: 
© I have known the terrors of the Lord for fin, 


EZ © and for tranſgreſſion committed againſt him in the 


time of my youth; but he that is an everlaſting 
fountain of life and mercy, did not leave me in the 
« greatneſs of my wickedneſs, but in the abundance 


3 | © of his pity and compaſſion viſited me, and did lay 


© hold on me by his judgments, and awaken me, 
© even in that dead ſtate and condition he found me 
© in, and made manifeſt his living truth, viz. Chriſt 
£ Jeſus the light of the world, which enlightens 
© every one that cometh into the world, of the whole 
© ſtock of mankind ; ſo the light and life being made 
© manifeſt unto me, it became the joy of my heart, 
© and the life of my ſoul; and I was brought to ſee 
© that I muſt come to deny the world, and the glory 
© and riches thereof, and the honour thereof, and all 

Vox. I. 1 © things 
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things that are beneath: and it became a great 
< croſs unto the fleſhly part, which I ſaw I muſt daily 
© keep unto; for when I went from that which cru- 
| © cified me unto the world, and the world unto me, 
| © my enemy prevailed over me; ſo that I ſaw the 
| © words of Chriſt fulfilled in me, who declared, 
| « Whoſoever doth not bear his croſs, and come after 
j « me, cannot be my diſciple.” So when I came to 
© ſee that heavenly treaſure made manifeſt, and re. 
© vealed in my ſoul, and kept my affections there- 
unto, the yoke of Chriſt which ſeemed to be ſo 
heavy, became light; even ſo it is unto all them 
that keep in faithful obedience unto him, and take 
up his daily croſs; my travel was towards the ſpi- 
ritual kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; I ſaw a race ſet before me, and I ſaw, if 
I did run with all my might, it was poſſible for me 
to obtain the prize ; ſo that therein I have had an 
exerciſe of my faith ; for had I not believed in the 
object of my faith, Chriſt Jeſus, it had been im- 
poſſible for me to run that bleſſed race; and as I 
was faithful and obedient unto the manifeſtation of 
« Chriſt, which is God's righteouſneſs manifeſted 
« and received in the internal parts, I received daily 
« ſupplies of ſtrength in my greateſt exerciſes. Unto 
< whom then ſhall I return the glory and the praiſe of 
| © this wonderful work of my falvation, and eternal 
1 c happineſs, but unto Chriſt Jeſus, the great fountain 
| © of life, mercy, and truth, and righteouſneſs ? which 
[ © ] do deſire to return at this time, and at all other 
© times, unto him who lives and reigns for ever, 
| God over all, bleſſed for evermore. 

And now, my friends, as the Lord brought theſe 
© things unto my remembrance, I could do no lefs 
© than declare unto ou the wonderful dealings of the 
© Lord to my ſoul, that all thereby might receive the 
© inſtructions of the Lord, who is forewarning the 
« ſons and daughters of men, according to the 
Rs | | « greatneſs 
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greatneſs of his wiſdom. And certainly, although 


the Lord never created man to deſtroy him, yet his 


determination ſhall ſtand for ever; that is, they 
that take warning in the day of their viſitation, and 


© do return with all their hearts, and with all their 
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ſouls, ſhall find the way of life made manifeſt, and 
revealed in them, which leads unto the Father, 


who is an eternal fountain of life: but they that 
neglect the day of their viſitation, muſt be ſhut up 


under darkneſs, until the great day of the Lord; 


and then they ſhall come to know they have re- 
belled againſt him, and muſt know his righteous 


judgments, although it be to their everlaſting de- 


ſtruction; ſo here they ſhall ſee and know that their 
deſtruction was and is of themſelves ; and God will 


be glorified, even in the deſtruction of his enemies. 


Now it is the deſire of my heart and ſoul, even 


before the Lord God Almighty, that all may be 


warned and awakened out of that ſtate of deadneſs 
and ſecurity, which the 


and they may lay hold of his mercy in the day of 
their vifttation. And as for my dear friends, who 
have known the gathering arm of his power into 
the holy habitation of our God, which is Jeruſa- 


lem, which is from above, the mother of us all; 1 


warn you all-in the fear of the Lord to be careful 


god of this world hath 
brought them into, that fo the righteous judgments 
of the Lord might be made manifeſt unto them, 


to keep your habitation, for in that conſiſts your 


ſafety; for while Iſrael kept the place, wherein 
God ordained them to be outwardly, Balaam could 
not curſe them. nor no enchantment could be found 


3 


to prevail againſt them; but when the wiles of 


their adv rſaries enticed them out of their habita- . 


tions, how many thouſands were deſtroyed thereby? 
The enemy ſtands without this holy habitation of 


the people of the Lord, to entice his people to mix - 


with a wrong ſeed, and then we give our ſtrength 


2 4 to - 
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to our enemies, and ſo loſe that heavenly treaſure 
which God hath committed to our charge. And 
notwithſtanding the enemy hath prevailed over 
many upon this account, yet I have taken notice 
of the goodneſs of this heavenly Shepherd, and 
great Biſhop of our fouls, who hath ſought after 
them alſo, that have been ſcattered out of the fold 
by that means. And many he hath Jaid hold on by 
the crook of his judgments, and brought them 
back to the fold again. And behold how many 
have periſhed, to the grief of the Shepherd, and 
of the flock alſo. But, oh! for ever bleſſed and 
praiſed be the Lord, that hath kept and preſerved a 
remnant that hath faithfully followed him, who are 
built upon the rock Chriſt Jefus, where they ſtand 
ſtedfaſtly, ſhewing forth the greatneſs of his love; 


and are as a city on a hill, that are ſeen far and 


near ; and are become the light of the dark world, 
by the ſhining of their holy converſation ; ſhining 
by reflection, as receiving their light continually 
from Chriſt Jeſus, the true light of the world. So 
blefſed are all they who know the gathering into 
this city, and abide ſtedfaſt unto the end; for the 
Lord hath choſen mount Sion unto himſelf, that 
from thence his glory might be proclaimed through- 
out all generations. And now, my dearly beloved 
friends, who I dearly falute, even in the bowels of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; oh ! my love 


unto you all is beyond expreſſion, who have kept 


in faithful obedience unto the truth; oh! the bleſſed 
ſatisfaction that we have found in him, when we 
have been gathered into his name, and there drank 
together in one ſpirit, ſo that our ſouls have been 
exceedingly refreſhed, and we have been made 
partakers of the heavenly bread, which hath been 
broken plentifully unto us, even at the table of the 
Lord. Oh! never forget thoſe bleſſed opportu- 
nities, but as you are kept in ſpiritual health, you 
will feel a hungering after the bread of life, day 

| after 
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e after day, and a thirſting after the water of life 
© alſo; and being kept here, you are capable of the 
© blefling of the Lord, and will ſee the ſcripture 
© fulfilled in yourſelves, which faith, “ Bleſſed are 
« they that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for 
« they ſhall be ſatisfied.“ 

About eight hours after he had delivered this to 


friends preſent, he died in peace the 22d of the third 


month, 1682. 


ILLIAM WILSON, of Longdale-chapel 
in the county of Weſtmoreland, was a man 
of an innocent life, and though he had little of out- 
ward learning, yet God was pleaſed to teach him 


himſelf, and called him to bear a teſtimony to his 
name; and he did it faithfully, not only in many - . 


parts of this nation, but in Germany, and he was 
ſeveral times in Scotland. 

He was a man of a lowly and meek ſpirit, upright 
and juſt among his neigubours, which cauſed them 
often to ſubmit their matters in difference to his 
arbitration, in which he was careful to find out the 
truth and ground of things, and would never coun- 
tenance deceit; and in this ſervice he had ſucceſs, 
ſeldom miſſing his deſired end, viz. To make peace. 
Faithful he was in his teſtimony for the truth, and a 
ſufferer for the ſame in the priſon at Kendal, in the 
year 1666, and ſeveral other times afterwards, as well 
as by diſtreſs on his goods. Beſides that, he ſuffered 
cruel mockings, ſtoning, blows, and wounds, both 
from prieſts and people, particularly at Eſhdale in 
Cumberland, where he exhorted the people to mind 
© that of God in their conſciences, and turn to that 
© holy light and law which he had put into their 
© inward parts, that by the ſame they might come to 


+ know the will of God, and do it.“ Becauſe of wy | 
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and ſuch like words, one Parker, a prieſt, did beat 
and wound him, and with one of his crutches broke 
his head, and cauſed the blood to run down his 


two 
ſhoulders; and the prieſt being lame, and not able « tt 
as he would to effect his cruel purpoſe, cauſed his MY fat 
horſe to be brought, on which he mounted, and in | ] 
the ſight of the people broke his ſtaff in three pieces ſtee 
upon William's bare head, which made the people 16: 


cry out againſt ſuch mercileſs work; but before the 
ſaid Parker got home he was ftruck with fick- 
neſs that he never came more to the ſteeple-houſe; 
and during the time of his ſickneſs he was very 
loathlome, and fo died. 

A few weeks after the ſaid W. Wilſon went to 
the ſame place at Eſhdale, and for ſpeaking a few 
words to the people, one Fogo a prieſt, took him by 
the hair of his head, pulled him to the ground, and 
drew him out of the ſteeple-houſe; alſo in rage and 
cruelty abuſed his brother Michael Wilſon ; but a 
few months after, this ſame Fogo riding over ſome 
ſands, accompanied with ſeveral people, fell into a 
quickſand, and was immediately ſmothered. 

William Wilſon left behind him a widow and two 
daughters, to whom he was a true huſband, and a 
tender father, inſtructing his children © to keep in 
the fear of the Lord, and to walk in the way of 
truth, which he walked in himſelf ;* often ſaying to 
them, © it would be the beſt portion that they could 
«enjoy. :: 
| His ſickneſs was ſhort : being lately returned from 
a Jong journey, wherein his body was much ſpent 
and weak, he faid, I have not ſerved the Lord un- 
« fruitfully : I have no trouble upon me: and I am 
© very ſenſible that all is well with me.“ Again he 
faid, He was content, whatſoever way the Lord 
< pleaſed: he was as a dove, harmleſs; and as a 
_ © Jamb, innocent.“ A few hours before he died, at 
which time he walked ſeveral times over the wh, 
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he ſaid, as he had often before, My peace far exceeds 
muy pain;” and ſtanding upon his feet, between 
two friends, he ſaid, Oh that every one would mind 
EZ © the Lord, that they might keep life ;* and then he 


ſat down, and drew breath no more. 
He died at his own houſe at Longdale-chapel- 


a ſteel in Weſtmoreland, the 1oth of the fifth month, 


* 


ARAH CAM M, daughter of Thomas Camm, 
of Cam's-gill in Weſtmoreland, and of Anne 
his wife, a child of nine years old, was viſited with 
ſickneſs the 13th of the ſeventh month, 1682. 


= She declared that ſhe ſhould be taken away by 


death, ſaying, © I am neither afraid nor unwilling to 
© die, but freely am given up thereto in the will of 
God.“ And when ſhe faw her relations weep, 
would ſay, Oh! do not fo, do not ſo.“ Her father 
aſked her, © If ſhe could not pray to the Lord for 
© help ?* Her anſwer was, She could, and did pray.“ 


| And further ſaid, © It was her belief, that the Lord, 


© the great God of heaven and earth, would keep 
© her, and preſerve her ſoul, whatever might become 


8 | © of her body.“ In the fifth day of her ſickneſs, be- 
ing under more than uſual exerciſe of mind and 


ſpirit, after a little ſpace ſhe revived, and fat up- 
right in her bed, and with a cheerful countenance 
ſaid as followeth: My ſins are forgiven me, and 
© I ſhall have a reſting place in heaven.“ Then 
looking at her mother, ſhe ſaid, Oh! my mother, 
© there is alſo a place prepared for thee in heaven, 
* and thou ſhalt as certainly enjoy it as any here. 
© I do not, ' ſaid ſhe,* ©* deſire my mother's death, or 
© removal from you; yet we ſhall meet in heaven 


ein God's time,” And fecing her friends woeps 


Y 
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ſhe ſaid, Oh you ſhould not do ſo; I am well, I am 


well.“ Her father deſired the company to withdraw, 
leſt they ſhould trouble her, but ſhe ſoon called them 
in again, and ſaid, Shall I go down to the horrible 
«© pit? Nay, the Lord hath redeemed my ſoul :* ſhe 
called her brother, to whom ſhe ſpoke very ſenſibly : 
and to her ſiſter ſhe ſaid, © Be content, for it is, and 
- © it wil be well with me. I mutt go to a more 
© fair place than ever my eyes beheld. It will be 
© well with me, and all that fear the Lord, for we 
© ſhall have everlaſting joy in heaven, when the 
© wicked ſhall be tormented in hell.* Seeing her 
ſiſter weep, ſhe ſaid, © Do not cry, dear Mary, left 
© thou grieve the Lord; be ſubject to the Lord's 
© will in all things, and love, and be faithful to the 
© truth, and do not forſake thy religion, whatever 
© thou ſuffer for it.?“ And further ſaid, I am ſatis- 
© fied with my religion: I will not forſake it, though 
© I ſhould be fed with the bread of adverſity and 
© water of affliction; oh! praiſes, praiſes to my God, 
© and my Father, and our Father, which art in heaven, 
© hallowed be thy name; and ſo ſaid to the end of 
the Lord's prayer twice over; and the third time till 
ſhe came to that petition, © Thy will be done in 
© earth, as it is done in heaven,“ which ſhe ſpoke 
deliberately, ſignifying to them about her, © that 
© they were all to mind that; for,” ſaid the, © I am 
a wc given up to his bleſſed will in all things: 
6 praiſe: to my God; bleſs his name, O my ſoul.” 
Another time her father having her in his arms, 
ſhe ſaid, Oh! my dear father, thou art tender and 
« careful over me, and haſt taken great pains with 
me in my ſickneſs, but it availeth not, there is no 
© help nor ſuccour for me in the earth; it is the Lord 
© that is my health and phyſician, and he will give me 
< eaſe and reſt everlaſting.” Near her end ſhe took 
leave of the family, particularly ſaying with a plea- 
fant voice, Farewell, farewell unto you all, only 
| farewell; 
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« farewell; ſignifying, that now ſhe had no more 

to ſay; and ſo went on praiſing the Lord, continuing 

jn a ſweet frame till ſhe died. | 
She died the 18th of the ſeventh month, 1682. 


—— <K nz 


OSEPH FEATHERSTONE, of Crowland in 

Lincolnſhire, was a man whom the ndued 
with much meekneſs, he loved truth, and to do the 
will of God, In the time of his ſickneſs he was 
freely reſigned unto the will of God, ſaying to his 
wife, My dear, give me up to the will of the Lord, 
© for I can freely give up all.“ When fome cf his 
friends came to viſit him, he exhorted them to faith- 
fulneſs, and ſaid, The Lord will make a dying bed 
© comfortable to you; that though he felt much ſick- 
© neſs and pain upon his body, yet the refreſhment he 
© felt from the Lord made al his troubles eaſy.* He 
prayed © that his wife and friends might be preſerved 
© in God's holy fear and undefiled way, to bear a 
© teſtimony to the bleſſed truth to the end of their 
© days.* The day before he died, being ſomewhat 
reſtleſs, his wife ſaid, © Dear heart, thou art reſtleſs ;* 
he anſwered with a cheerful countenance, © Doſt thou 
not know where the weary go to reſt ?* and ſaid, 


my reſt and fellowſhip is with the Lord.“ A little 


E before his death, he reſted a pretty while, and being 


aſged, how he did, he ſaid, I am well, bleſſed 
be the Lord;' and deſired his wife to be ſatisfied 
then lifting up his hands, he ſaid, © O Lord, thou art 


dhe eternal God;* and ſo fell aſleep in the Lord, 


the 26th of the ninth month, in the year 1682, 


JUDITH 
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* DITH FELL, a young woman about 24 years 
of age, daughter of Thomas and Anne Pell, 
near Ireby in Cumberland, was never inclinable to 
vain company, nor to pride nor lightneſs of carriage, 
but always was very ſober, and ready to be a good 
example to others, ſo that ſne did abundantly enjoy 
the love of the Lord, inſomuch that upon her tick 
bed ſhe was wonderfully filled, to the refreſhment 
of others. Her ſickneſs increaſing, which was at 
times very ſevere upon her, ſome inquired of her, 
how ſhe did, ſhe replied, I am well every way, 
If I ſhould live never ſo long, it can never be bet. 
© ter; for my heart is fully ſatisfied, and my foul 
© magnihes God, who is worthy for ever.“ Ano. 
ther time ſhe requeſted her father © not to deſire her 
© health ;* for ſhe faid, That ſhe felt that which 
© was beyond all her weakneſs and ſickneſs :* another 
time ſhe ſaid, © That the ſting of death is removed, 
© and that ſhe felt victory over the grave; and fo 
praiſed the Lord, ſaying, * Surely it is thou, O God, 
© that lives and reigns, and wa reign for ever; and 
they are ever bleſſ d who ſerve thee, and fear thy 
name. Thou, O God, reigns in the hearts of 
the ſan ified, and thou haſt ſanctified my heart, ſo 
that I can truly praiſe thy name. Thou knoweſt, 
Lord, for what end thou haſt caſt me on this bed 
of {ickrels, ſurely it is for the glory of thy name; 
therefore, Father, lorify thyſelf in me.“ 

The day before ſhe died, ſhe ſaid, She ſaw that 
© that day ſhe was given to her friends; and fo con- 


tinued quiet and eaſy in her ſpirit, and ſeveral times 


ſlept ſweetly. At ihe end of that night her ſickneſs 
increaſed, and the deſired to fee ſome friends, and 
ſhe ſpoke ſome words to their great refreihment. 
The next day, after great fits of illneſs, ſhe broke 
© fo.th in praiſes, ſaying, © He is come that brings 
joy: Oh! the ſtreams of his love run over all, even 


© to 
Net 
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to the ſkirts of the garment! Oh! now is the 
(fountain ſet open for Judah and Jeruſ..lem to bathe 


ars gin; once more ſolace thyſelf, my ſoul, and delight 
ll, WT « thyſelf in thy Saviour, for I feel his love and life run 
to WE « afreih in my ſoul, ſo that now my ſpirit doth mag- 
se, WE © nify him that lives for ever.“ Her diſtemper pre- 
od We vailing upon her, they thought that ſhe would not 
0} WE have ſpoke any more, but ſhe lifted up her head and 


ſaid, This is the way to reſt, this is the way to reſt 
«© for ever.“ In alittle time after ſhe drew her laſt 
breath, and ended her life comfortably, in the year 
1682. PE 


— — 


OHN ORMSTON, eldeſt ſon to Charles 
Ormſton, was an example of ſobriety and god- 
lineſs, having from a child ſhunned evil; and when 
he was mocked for refuſing to k-ep company with 
others in their vain recreations, he bore it patiently, 
not reviling again, He was given to retirement, 
and a careful inſtructor of his younger brother. 
He was much troubled with a bleeding, which 
brought him into a conſumption, and he told them 
abont him, he did believe he ſhould die.“ Being 
near his end, he deſired his father to pray by him, 
which he did; and about three or four days before he 
died, he inquired of his ſiſters the day of the month; 
which being told him, he anſwered, © The 22d ſhall be 
© my day;* which proved true, for upon the 22d of 
the tenth month, 1682, he departed this life, and is 
entered into that bleſſed reſt prepared for the faith« 

tul, aged 20 years and four months, 


THE 
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HE dying words of Thomas Vokins, ſon of 
| Richard and Joan Vokins, of Weſt Charlow 
in the county of Perks; the day before his departure 
he prayed thus: © Oh! bleſſed God, if it be thy will 
© to take me this night, make my paſlage eaſy; not 
© my will be done, thy will be done; Oh Lord! thou 
© deliveredſt Jacob out of all his troubles.” 

Another time he ſaid, There is a good ſpirit, as 
© well as a bad ſpirit; and if the good ſpirit be taken 
© heed unto, it will be felt as ſtrong to lead into 
good, as the bad ſpirit is to lead into wickedneſs,” 
And not one hour before he died, his mother and 
others being preſent, he ſaid, Mother, the Lord is 
© exceeding good to me, and hath been all along 
© this eight or nine weeks of 'my exerciſes, and 
< when I could hardly ſpeak, his ſweet preſence hath 
© been with me, and his life hath ſweetly refreſhed 


© me. 


As his mother fat by him, ſhe felt the power of 


the Lord, and ſhe ſpake to friends in the chamber to 
be fill, and this innocent young man died like a lamb, 
without ſigh or groan, and thoſe preſent felt the 
power of the Lord with him at his departure, and 
were greatly refreſhed; much was ſpoken by him 


of the goodneſs of the Lord, but his voice being 
low, it could not well be heard. = | 


He died the 23d of the ſecond month, 1683. 


ONAH LAWSON, fon of Thomas Lawſon of 
Weſtmoreland, aged about 14 years, was a youth 
well inclined, of a peaceable ſpirit, and not known to 
tell a lie. He was taken ſick of the ſmall-pox, and 
in his ſickneſs, his father putting him in mind of the 
difference betwixt this world and heaven, where is 
nothing but joy; the lad anſwered, * Ay, father, 1 


S hope I have but little to anſwer for, and that I have 
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© a good conſcience; I have abhorred lying and 


1 = © ſwearing, and what I ſaw to be evil, and am 
ire willing to die, if it be the Lord's pleaſure, or to 
vin WT © live to praiſe him.* His ſiſter weeping, he ſaid 
not do her, Weep not, I hope we ſhall meet in a better 
ou place.“ Soon after he uttered theſe words to the 

= Lord, © The time thou haſt appointed for me on 
as © earth, give me grace to praiſe thy name.” Pre- 
-en ſently after, as if anſwered from heaven, he ſaid, 


nto O ſweet God.“ 8 

He died on the 23d of the twelfth month, 1683. 
After his death, his father found the following verſes 
of Jonah's making, viz. 


Humility the ſpring of virtue is; 

Humbling thyſelt, virtue thou canſt not miſs, 
Delight in virtue; vice be ſure to ſhun : 
He's happy that a virtuous courſe doth run. 


r of 

r to | 

mb, — 

th | | 

and LIZABETH BRAITH WAIT, a young maid 


of 17 years of age, who died in priſon, for the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, at Kendal in Weſt- 
moreland. From a child, God by his grace inclined 
her heart to love, fear, and ſerve him; and ſhe was 
truly obedient. to her parents, ſober and chaſte in her 
life and converſation, kind to all, and of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit. She was, with ſeveral others of the 
people called Quakers, taken up by a warrant, for 


ach not going to church (ſo called) and carried to Kendal 
100 gaol; after ſome time ſhe had liberty a few days to 
ad be at her brother's houſe; but complaint being made 
* the againſt the keeper, the was ſent for, and was not 
e is eaſy till ſhe returned to priſon, for ſhe ſaid, That 


is my place, and my preſent home; there I have 
mmoſt peace and content.” | CPN 
Vor- I. K About 
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About two months after her commitment ſhe was 
taken ſick in priſon, and her mother coming to viſit 
her, aſked, © If ſhe had a mind to go home ?? She re- 
plied, No, no; I am at home in my place, to my 
< full content; and if my God ſo order it that I be 
diſſolved, I had rather die here than in any other 
place; I am glad that I got to this place before I 
began to be ſick; here I have peace and true con- 
© tent in the will of God, whether life or death; I 
am only grieved that there ſhould be ſo little ten- 
© derneſs or pity in the hearts of my perſecutors, to 
© keep ſuch a poor young one, as J am, in priſon; 
© the Lord forgive 3 ] can freely.“ And further 
ſaid, That her impriſonment was by the permiſ- 
< ſion of the Almighty, who is greater and above 
the greateſt of my perſecutors, who I believe will 
© ſhortly ſet me free from theſe, and all other bonds, 
© over all their heads; and in his peace, in true pa- 
< tience I poſleſs my ſoul} and am contented, if it be 
© his will, to be diflolved.* A friend aſked her, 
© Why ſhe was fo. willing to die ??-< Oh!" faid 
ſhe, < I have ſeen glorious fights of good things.“ 
The friend queried, * What things ?* She anſwered, 
They are fo excellent and glorious that it is not 
© utterable; and now I have nothing but love and 
© goodwill to all:“ but more eſpecially ſhe was glad 
in the love and unity that ſhe felt with friends; © with 
© whom,” ſaid ſhe, I have been often refreſhed in 
© our meetings together, with the refreſhment that 
© comes from the preſence of the Lord: Oh! the 
© good evening meetings that we have had.“ Ano- 
ther time ſhe ſaid to her mother, They ſay, that 
© we ſhall ſpend all our riches with lying here in 
© priſon: nay, our riches are durable, and our trea- 
© ſure hidden, laid up in heaven.“ Her mother ſee- 
ing her lie under great weight of ſickneſs, would 
ſometimes weep, but ſhe was always troubled at it, 
and faid, © Dear mother, do not weep, but reſign 
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me freely up into the hand of the Lord; weep not 


© for me, for I am well, Chriſt my Redeemer is with 
© me.” And to her ſiſter ſhe ſaid, Come lifter, lie 
© down with me, do not forrow for me, I am well 
content to live or die; for my God hath bleſſed 
me, and will bleſs me, and his bleſſings reſt upon 
me.“ A little before ſhe departed her ſpeech failed 
after which ſhe would ſing in her heart, lifting up 
her hands with a cheerful countenance, and taking 
her friends by the hand, with great affection, ſo fell 
aſleep in the Lord on the 28th of the ſeventh month, 


1 


in the year 1684. 


— — — 


6 ILLIAM GIBSON, born in Caton neat 


Lancaſter, about the year 1629, being a 
ſoldier in the garriſon in Carliſle, he with three 
others, underſtanding that a preacher called a Quaker, 


who was a ſtranger, had appointed a meeting in 


that city, agreed to go together to the meeting, with 


an intent to abuſe the ſaid friend, whoſe name was 


Thomas Holmes; William coming firſt to the meet- 


ing, and hearing the friend powerfully declaring the 


truth, was fo affected and reached by his teſtimony, 
that he ſtept up into the meeting, near the place 


where Thomas Holmes ſtood, knowing the deſigns 
of his fellows, waited to defend the friend, and bid 


any that durſt offer to abute him; from which time 


he became a conſtant frequenter of friends meetings, 


2nd quitting his place in the garriſon, employed him- 


ſelf in the trade of ſhoe-making, and waited upon 


God in filence, under the exerciſe of his power, for 
the ſpace of three years; afterwards he received a 
diſpenſation of the goſpel to preach, and he became 
very ſerviceable in divers places of the county of 


| Lancaſter, On the 22d day of the ſixth month, 


K 2 1662, 
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1662, he married Elizabeth Thompſon, daughter of 
William Thompſon, of Croſmore in Lancaſhire, and 
ſettled in Sankey meeting near Warrington for ſome 
years, and ſome were convinced of truth by his 
miniſtry, who continue faithful to this day, and 
many others confirmed in the bleſſed truth, fo that 
his memorial is of good favour in thofe parts. He 
afterwards travelled ſouthwards in the work of the 
goſpel, was impriſoned at Maid{tone in Kent, for 


his teſtimony, which impriſonment was long; from 


whence being diſcharged, he went to London, and 
removed his wife and family thither, where his ſervice 
was well known to friends in that city, and many 
other parts of the nation, and many are the ſeals of 
his miniſtry; and though he was ſevere in reproof, 
and terrible in his miniſtry to the hypocrite, and the 
workers of iniquity, yet he was as a tender father to 
the mourners in Zion, and divided the word aright, 
ſpeaking a word in ſeaſon to the tempted, aMicted, 
and travailing ſoul ; a cheriſher of ſuch as loved and 
feared the Lord; and oftentimes his miniſtry was 
to the refreſhment of the weary, and the overflow- 
ings of his cup adminiſtered true comfort and con- 
folation to the thirſty panting ſouls. 
He was a lover of unity amongſt brethren, but a 

a ſword againſt that ſpirit, which, under pretence of 
love to the light of Chriſt Jeſus in their conſciences, 
would plead for a liberty that was out of the truth, 
and ſought to draw others from the footſteps of the 
Aock of Chriſt; to which purpoſe he wrote a book, 
intitled An Epiſtle of Love. In brief, he was a man 
devoted to the ſervice of God, and was an example 
to believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, 
in ſpirit, in faith, and in purity, who gave attend- 
ance to reading, and to exhortation, and to doctrine, 


was given to hoſpitality, and apt to teach, and was ' 


approved as a miniſter of God; he had ſuffered 
hard impriſonments, and the ſpoiling of his goods, 
jor 
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for his teſtimony's ſake againſt hireling prieſts, who 
feed themſelves and not the flock, and againſt their 
maintenance by tithes, 5 

In the third month, 1684, he travelled into his na- 
tive country Lancaſhire, and in his return home was 
taken ſick of an ague and fever, but got to London; 


and he continued ill for three months. On his ſick 


bed, he exhorted friends who came to viſit him, to 
© faithfulneſs, and truſt and confidence in the Lord, 
© and to the love of the brethren;* and teſtified 
© againſt that ſpirit which © leads out of unity into a 
© ſelf-ſeparation.” | 

He left two ſons and one daughter, to whom he 
gave good advice in the time of his ſickneſs, direct- 


ing them to that © bleſſed and divine light of Chriſt, 


O 


which he had preached, and by which he had re- 
ceived the knowledge of God, and by walking in 
it, ſalvation to his ſoul; deſiring that they might 
know the ſame, and walk in it;* ſaying, it will 
ſhew you what is good, and what is evil; refrain 
from evil, and do the good; take heed to God's 
word in your hearts, ſo you will know your ways 
cleanſed by it:“ and he charged them to © avoid 
all vain and idle company, and to be diligent in 
frequenting the aſſemblies of the Lord's people, 
and to have an ear open to receive the good coun- 
© ſel and advice of them who fear the Lord, and are 
* faithful to him, and to keep ſociety with ſuch, and 
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© flee youthful luſts, which war againſt the ſoul;? 


moreover he ſaid, © Love the righteous judgments of 
the Lord, and have regard to the fear of God, and 
love humility, ſo ſhall you receive wifdom and un- 
* derſtanding; be obedient to your mother, and be 
* tender over her; and be not conceited nor high- 
* minded};* he alſo charged them to © read the ſcrip- 
* tures, and other good books.“ Thus did this good 
man, like Abraham, charge his children to walk be- 
fore the Lord; he was very reſigned,” and given up 

K 3 to 


to die, and expreſſed his love to the brethren, ſaying, of 

© My love in the Lord Jeſus is to all the Faithfa]” vw 

© remember my dear love unto them, and to all the th 
© faithful labourers.” 2 

He died the 20th of the ninth month, 1684, and ti 

was honourably buried in friends burying-ground in al 

Bunhill- fields, many hundreds of friends and brethren y 

accompanying his corpſe to the grave. W e 
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HARLES ORMSTON, merchant at Kelſo in 
Scotland, was convinced of the truth about the 
year 1665. He was a good example and pattern of 
godlineſs, which he ſhewed forth in the upright life 
and converſation he had amongſt men, and bore a 
faithful teſtimony among the friends of that meeting 
to which he belonged, and at whoſe houſe the meet- 
ing was kept unto his dying day. 

n the year 1688 he was caſt into Edinburgh priſon, 
upon the account of his owning thoſe people called 
in ſcorn, Quakers : he remained priſoner about twen- 

-two months; and his wife, who was not at tha: 
time called a Quaker, having ſeveral times made ap- 

lication to the privy council for his releaſe, did at 
ae obtain an order for the fame on the 20th of 
the twelve month, 1669. And after this, friends 
ſettling their meeting at his houſe, the Earl of Rox- 
burgh, whole lodging was hard by, being angry that 
it ſhould be fo near his gates, cauſed the town militia 
to be raiſed, and by force hauled friends out of their 
meeting, and laid ſeveral of them up in priſon, 
amongſt whom C. Ormſton was one. His adverſary 


at length perceiving that neither keeping them * 
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of their meeting-room, nor yet locking up his doors, 


would hinder them from meeting under the pillars of 
the houſe, he gave over his perſecution. 

Thus our friend fell ſick about the latter end of 
the year 1684, and continued to grow weaker for 
about two months time; having before put his out- 
ward affairs in order, and feeling himſelf nigh his 
end, upon the 21ſt of the twelfth month, 1684, in 
the evening, he called for his two ſons, the elder 
whereof came to him, whom he took by the hand, 
and exhorted him to a faithful walking in the truth, 
as he had formerly done, and inſtructed them in 
many things. And ſoon after he fell aſleep in the 
Lord, having left a good favour of his upright life 
and converſation behind him. 


—_—_________ 


DWARD JEFFERYS, of Charlecot in 

Wiltſhire, after he had ſpoken ſeveral precious 
words to thoſe that were with him upon his death. 
bed, was concerned to give forth the following. 
paper, which being remarkable, is here inſerted, viz, 


A Word of Exhortation and Warning from the Ser- 
vant of the Lord, Edward Jefferys, the power of the 
Lord conſtraining him to exhort all to taithfulneſs, 
ſaying, | 
© Dear HEaArwTs! a trying 7 is yet coming 

© on this nation; for the Lord will farther viſit it, 


and he will ſweep away thouſands to the grave. 


C] proghely of it in the pure fear of Almighty God, 
© who ſpeaks through me his inſtrument, who have 
© followed him faithfully, and now heaven's Joys are 

for all thoſe that faithfully 


. F follow 


— 
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© follow him, as I have done: I have walked in the 
© narrow way of life and peace; but how many are 
© running in the broad way that leads to deſtruction! 
© all my time from my youth upward I was inclinable 
© to that which was good; and who would ſpend his 
© day in vanity and folly, ſeeing the ſhortneſs of 
© time that we have here, compared with that we 
© ſhall have hereafter ? Near hearts, be not concerned 
© for me, although the Lord 1s pleaſed to remove me, 
© he will raiſe up many friends when Tam gone. [ 
© muſt certainly go the way of all fleſh, and it will 
© be but a little time before you will come after me. 
Therefore I deſire you may fo walk as becomes the 
© bleſſed truth of our God, for becauſe of pride the Lord 
is offended with many that are under the profeſſion 
© of the truth, which I have ſought to promote in my 
day, and that the Lord would carry it on to his own 
© praiſe : often hath my heart been bowed down in 
© the night ſeaſon, intreating the Lord in behalf of 
© all; often crying to the Lord for the reſtoration of 
© poor fallen man, univerſally ; often hath my ſpirit 
© been poured out to the Lord for the king that now 
is, that he might be a promoter of the bleſſed 
truth and righteouſneſs in his day: but I fear whe- 
© ther he will be the man; yet, I fay, the Lord will 
© raiſe up one in his ſtead, that ſhall be as a nurſing 
© father in Iſrael, God's truth ſhall proſper in this Neut d 


4 , Lam 
£ land. wh 

| | Biſho 

The 4th of the I ith month, 1685. Larou 

To 7 f which 
The deceaſed was a faithful man in his day, and a He 


miniſter of the goſpel of peace, and laboured therein ir, 
freely for the good of ſouls; he died in peace with Ene 
Goc, and is at reſt, | 


ROBERT 
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OBERT WIDDERS, born in Upper Kellet 
N in Lancaſhire, of honeſt parents, was a ſeeker 
1. WH after the Lord, and the knowledge of his way; and 
hen George Fox viſited thoſe parts, he received the 
knowledge of the truth, which was in the year 1652. 
He was a faithful ſervant of Chriſt, and laboured 


-1 bor the good of fouls; and to that end, in the year 
ne. 1077, he travelled with George Fox in divers parts 
of America, as Barbadoes, Virginia, Maryland, Ja- 


maica, Long Iſland, Rhode Ifland, &c. ; great perils 
they went through both by ſea and land, and in the 
E wilderneſs, and lying in the woods, in danger of wild 
beaſts, yet through all the Lord ſupported him, and 
kept him faithful to the end. 

He was many times concerned to go to the publick 
places of worſhip to call the people to repentance, for 
which he endured hard ſufferings, as at Coldbeck 

ſteeple-houſe, where the people threw him down 
among the ſeats, afterwards dragged him out into. the 
yard, and . threw him on the ground, punching and 


wy 
. beating him fo cruelly, that the blood guſhed out at 
ed his mouth, and he lay for dead. And for ſpeaking 
ho. Mo the people at Acton ſteeple-houſe, he was ſent to 


| Carliſle gaol, where he lay in a dungeon among 
thieves a long time, and was not ſuffered to come 
out day nor night, till he was releaſed. At 
Lamplough ſteeple-houſe they tore the clothes upon 
his back, and the hair off his head. And in 
Biſhop Aukland, ſpeaking to the people as he paſled 
chrough the town, they ſtoned him with ſtones, 
which very ſorely bruiſed his head. 


TP He afterwards travelled into Scotland with George 
rein or, and there went to a ſteeple-houſe called New 
vieh Aunckland, beſides many other places, where in the 


fear of God, and love to the people's fouls, he was 
conſtrained to direct them to the word of God in their 
carts, Through all which ſufferings the Lord 8 * 
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and preſerved him by his power, bleſſed be his ever- pale! 
. laſting name for ever, 5 e 
e 


Alſo, for his faithfulneſs in his teſtimony againſt 
tithes, and for the true worſhip of God in ſpirit and 
truth, he had much ſpoil made of his goods; but when 
his cattle, corn, and houſhold goods were as it were 
by wholeſale ſwept away, he was not in the leaſt de- 
Jected or concerned, knowing well for what he ſuf- 
tered : his loſs on theſe accounts was of conſiderable 


value. B 
He was faithful, noble, and valiant for God's 


truth over all its gainſayers ; though he was not large iM th 
in declaration, yet he was large in integrity and zeal, ry 
and was endowed with a word of wiſdom, and in . 0 
diſcerning and ſound judgment, and gave good advice . 
and admonition to friends, for eſtabliſhing them in 7 
the faith wherever he came, and the Lord proſpered i ©... ' 
his work in his hand. | | _ 
During the time of his ſickneſs, he was in a re- — 


ſigned frame of mind, given up to the will of God Ml V. 
and ſpoke of the mercies of God to his church, ſay- 


ing, © God will comfort Zion, and repair her decayed 8 
places, and make her deſart as a paradiſe, and her. a 
© wilderneſs as the garden of the Lord: mirth and. too 
Joy ſhall be found there, thankſgiving, and the Er 
© voice of praiſe.* At ancther time, ſpeaking of his , as 
- own experience, he ſaid, * That the work of righ- . 1 


' © teouſneſs is peace, and the effect of righteouſneſs is 
s gquietneſs and aſſurance for ever.“ And would often 
upon his death bed ſay, his heart was filled with the nes 


© love of God; and-that there was nothing betwixt f hy 
. © him and the Lord.“ Saying to the Lord, © Thou. Une 
* © haſt taught me the way of life, and makes me ful! 1 
of life, and makes me full of joy with thy coun- . 75 


© tenance.” | | | 
His love to God, and goodwill to his brethren, P'. 
filled his heart with tender and heavenly comfort, fo 


that within two hours before his death he diſcourſed 
” | ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly with friends preſent, and paſſed quietly and 
patiently away in the iſt month, 1686, after he had 
been a believer in the truth thirty-four years, being 
then in the ſixty- eighth year of his age. 


——_v____—_ 


Of a young Maid about 15 Years of Age. 


ARBARA SCATIF, daughter of William Scaif 
and Iſabel his wife, of Blackſide near Appleby 
in the county of Weſtmoreland, with her ſiſter Mary, 
were both of them taken ſick on the 3oth day of the 
firſt month, 1686, within one and the ſame hour, of 
the ſmall-pox, and were both of them dutiful children, 
ſearing God, and making profeſhon of the principle 
of light and life in Chriſt Jeſus, which the people 
called Quakers bear teſtimony to. | | 
At the beginning of their ſickneſs divers of the 
neighbours came to viſit them; but Barbara ſaid, 
© Mother, ſuffer but a few to ſtay ; when they have 
* ſeen us, deſire them to go into the houſe, for we 
© have no need of ſuch empty talk as is uſed amongſt 
too many; we would be quiet, that we may pray 
© to the Lord to forgive us the faults we have com- 
© mitted; and if he ſpare us our lives at this time, I 
© hope and believe we ſhall amend, and have a care 
« of diſpleaſing the Lord while we live.” About the 
7th day of her ſickneſs, ſhe prayed to the Lord, ſay- 
ing, O Almighty God! TI cry to thee ; blot out all 
* my tranſgreſſions, O Lord, and all my fins; let 
* them come no more into thy remembrance, I beg 
© it of thee, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, with all 
© my ſoul, and with all my ftrength ; and let thy 
© favourable countenance be upon me.“ And alſo 
prayed, © that the Lord would confirm and ſtrengthen 
© her weak ſiſter, to give up herſelf freely, as ſhe 
SN bleſſed 
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© bleſſed the Lord ſhe herſelf had done ;* then prayed 
for her parents, and many ſupplications beſides, for a 
conſ:derable time, in the preſence of ſeveral people 
that were not called Quakers, who ſaid, How can 
© any die better than ſhe is like to do?? To her 
brother ſhe ſaid, © Be faithful to the Lord, and to 
© thy religion, &e. And being aſked if ſhe could 
freely part with her dear relations, her anſwer was, 
© I can freely part with and leave them all, for the 
< enjoyment of the comfort and happineſs which my 
© ſoul is made ſenſible of: and praiſed the Lord for 
the riches of his grace and .comfort that ſhe had 
received from him to her immortal ſoul. Being 
preſſed to receive ſome meat, ſhe ſaid, Do not 
trouble me with meat, for if thereby you think to 
© keep me, it is all-in vain; for I muſt die and leave 
© you: neither would I defire to live for all the world, 
© for to be with the Lord is better than ten thouſand 
© worlds, with whom I ſhall reſt for evermore, even 
with God and his faints, his faithful people and 
£ ſervants : glory to his name for evermore.” 

She in her ſickneſs manifeſted great love to her 
parents, as alſo to her ſick ſiſter Mary, ſaying, < Go 
© to her, do not ſtay with me, whatever may befall 
me, that too ſharp ſickneſs may not fall on her, 
© until ſhe know her peace with God,“ &c. To her 
brother ſhe gave more religious counſel, ſaying, 
Love the Lord with all thy heart, and with all thy 
© ſoul, all thy life-time ; love not the world, nor the 
© pleaſures thereof, &c. All the time of her ſickneſs 
ſhe was tender in her ſpirit, and cirgumſpeR, not an 
unbecoming word proceeding out of her mouth; 
kind and pitiful to thoſe about her, not ſo much con- 
cerned at her own ſickneſs as for them who attended 
her, conſidering the trouble they had in helping her. 

That day ſhe had lain a month ſick, (being much 
like as ſhe had been for three weeks before) the was 
very cheerful, and able to-expreſs herſelf, and my to 
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4 her mother, What thinkeſt thou of this forenoon ?? 
* Her mother aſked her what ſhe meant; ſhe replied, 
e 


„It will go far in my time in this world, for the 
Lord will eaſe me ere long, take away all my pain, 
and wipe away all tears from mine eyes.“ Call in 
my father, ſaid ſhe, that he may ſee my departure. 
Her father being come, he ſaid, Barbara, how doſt 
thou? ' She replied, © I am ready to leave this 
© world ; therefore, father and mother, be content, 
© and bear me company a little while.” And about 
the firſt hour in the afternoon, ſhe departed this life, 


as if ſhe had fallen aſleep, on the 27th of the ſecond 
month, 1686. 


4 
— . —_ . — — 


Of her Siſter, about 18 Vears of Age. 


TARY SCAIF, elder ſiſter to the aforeſaid 
Barbara, taken ſick the ſame hour that ſhe 


was, and for whom her ſiſter Barbara had been often 


tenderly concerned in ſupplication to God, to piv 
her the knowledge of his peace that hath no end, whot = 
lived about two weeks after her ſaid ſiſter, her ſick- 
neſs being alſo the ſmall-pox : and in the Lord's time, 
who keepeth covenant, and ſhews mercy, and/giveth 
the ſpirit of ſupplication and prayer to them that 
believe, he gave her a clear underſtanding, and ſhe 
prayed unto God as followeth: © O great God 
© Jehovah, of heaven and earth, whole ſplendor 
© filleth heaven, and thy wonders fill the earth, 
have mercy upon me thy handmaid, who am as a 
< worm before thee, yet part of thy creation : Lord, 
© help my weak ſoul, revive my drooping ſpirit ; by 
© thy conſolating preſence ſtrengthen my faith, I be- 
| © ſeech thee, and help me through this exerciſe ; I 
© beſeech thee, Lord, that thy will may be done in 
Vol. I. L r 
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© earth, as it is done in heaven;* and continued in 
prayer a conſiderable time, ſupplicating for a willing 
mind to reſign herſelf up to God, &c. 

She was much inclined from a child to read the 
holy Scriptures, and ſhe often ſpoke of Job and Da- 
vid, and others of God's ſervants in former ages: 
© And now” (faid ſhe) © I do know God's love to be 
© the ſame-to me as it was to them; ſo that I am 
neither afraid nor unwilling to die; for God 
blotteth out my tranſgreſſions, and Jays nothing to 
my charge; 1 do believe there is a place pre- 
pared for me in heaven. And, dear mother, do 
what thou canſt not to ſorrow; my love is great 
to thee, and my advice 1s, that you go and live 
near ſome good meeting, and bring up my brother 
© amongſt friends.“ And her ſiſter being dead, ſhe 
ſpoke of her own death alſo, and was ſatisfied that 
her ſoul ſhould aſcend up to God in heaven, where” 
(faid ſhe) © I believe my ſiſter Barbara's foul is 
© aſcended to reſt with the Lord for ever.“ Her 
ſickneſs increaſing, ſhe grew weaker, and departed 


this life on the 13th of the third month, 1686. 
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NN WHITEHEAD, wife of George White- 

head, of London, was an early believer in the 
bleſſed truth; and in the year 1656, ſhe travelled on 
foot about 200 miles in Cornwall, to viſit George 
Fox and other friends in Launceſton priſon in that 
county ; and in that journey convinced many people, 
ſome of whom were of account; and in her return 
confirmed and eſtabliſhed ſeveral who were newly 
convinced. She continued a faithful woman to the 
end, and was very ſerviceable in the church of Chriſt, 


not only in reſpect to her miniſtry, but alſo to the 


poor widows and orphans, and to the ſick, whom 
. ſhe 
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ſhe did truly conſider, and ſpared not herſelt to ſerve 
them who were in diſtreſs, ſo that nothing might be 
wanting. 

In the year 1686, finding herſelf indiſpoſed in 


health, ſhe went a few miles out of London to a 


friend's houſe, where Js weak, about four 


days before her deceaſe, ſhe ſaid in the preſence of 
ſeveral friends, © I would not have you too much 
© concerned about me; as to my going hence, I am 
in the hand of the Lord: I deſire the God of peace 
and love may be among all friends, and that they 
may be kept in love, and peace, and concord, unto 
which were gathered in the beginning ; that 
the ſame which gathered us in the beginning, may 
always preſerve friends in the ſpirit of love, and of 
the ſame mind: as the God of love and peace may 
pleaſe to diſpoſe of me, I am content in his will.” 

Her ancient friend Mary Stout of Hartford viſiting 
her, and ſhe being aſked if ſhe knew her, replied, 
© Yes, very well, it is Mary Stout: I have my me- 
mory very well, and my underſtanding is clear, 
though I am very weak; but I am given up unto 
the will of the Lord, whether to die or live; for J 
© have been faithful to him in what I knew, both in 
© life and death.“ When ſhe diſcovered any friends 

to be troubled, ſhe would ſay, There is no cauſe ' 


@ a K K aA A... K. 88 


for you to be troubled or concerned, for I am well, 


© and in peace, and have nothing to do.“ 

Beſides the many ſeaſonable, tender, and chriſtian 
exhortations and counſels which on her dying bed ſhe 
gre in the love of God to particular friends, ſome 

riends from London coming to viſit her, ſhe ſaid, 
© What, do you come on purpoſe to ſee me? I take 
© it as an effect of the love of God; and I pray 
© God bleſs your children.” Another time to one of 


the ſame friends ſhe ſaid, Remember me to all 


friends; I pray God bleſs their families; and if I 
© never ſee thy face more, it is well with me; God 
x | ; | © doth 
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© doth know my integrity, and how I have walked 
before him; J am in charity with all friends; be 
© not over careful or troubled for me, but be retired 
© and quiet :* and the evening before ſhe died, ſhe 
faid to her huſband, © The Lord is with me; I bleſs 
© his name, I am well. It may be you are afraid I 
© ſhall be taken away, and if it be ſo, the will of the 
© Lord be done. Do not trouble yourſelves, nor 
* make any great ado about me, but, my dear, go 
to bed, go to reſt; and if I ſhould ſpeak no more 
* words to thee, thou knowelt the everlaſting love of 
God.“ And another time ſaid, © She had done with 
all things in this life; that ſhe had nothing troubled 
© her, but was at true peace and eaſe every way: and 
a few hours before ſhe departed ſaid, Though I am 
in a dying condition, yet it is a living death; and 
though weakneſs doth ſeize on my body, yet my 
© underſtanding and ſenſe are as perfect and clear as 
* when I was in perfect health.“ So, in true love 
and charity with all, ſhe quietly departed this life on 
the 27th of the fifth month, 1686. 


MARIAH DREWET, of Cirenceſter in 
Glouceſterſhire : his life and converſation 
_ preached, for he was faithful according to the mea- 
fure the Lord had given him, and turned not his back 
in time of ſuffering, but rather bleſſed the Lord that 
he was found worthy to be one of that number to 
have his faith tried; often praying for his perſecutors. 
On the Iith of the ſeventh month, 1686, he was 
viſited with ſickneſs, and the Lord fo filled his foul 
with his love and preſence, that three days before his 
death he ſignified, if it was the laſt teſtimony he had 
to bear, * That the love, and preſence, and peace of 
God was with him;' and that he could truly ſay 
Bs 
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(as good old Simeon did) © he had ſeen the falvation 
6 of God.“ The night before his departure he _ 
to his wife, © Go to bed, thou haſt need of reſt, giv 
© me up to the Lord, whoſe preſence | feel, as I re- 
© ſign up thee; 2 may the Keeper of nel. that 
© good Watchman, that neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps, 
© be with thee.” At other times he prayed, * O 
Lord, ſtrengthen my poor body that I may praiſe 
© thy name; my reſt is in thee, &. Oh! the large- 
© neſs of thy love that I feel. O Lord, hear my 
© cries, and bear up my head in all my exerciſes. 
© Oh! thy ſweet preſence, and freſh ſprings that I 
feel! Glory, and honour, and praiſes, be unto thy 
© name for ever, „Lord help me, and keep me cloſe 
© to thy power :' with divers other petitions that 
he put up to the Lord; admoniſhing people who 
came to vilit him, and warning the young to fear 
God, and watch againſt thoſe things that did corrupt 
youth; exhorting them to faithfulneſs, that it might 
be well with them upon their dying. bed, as it was 
with him. He uttered many more heavenly expreſ- 


After lying half an hour, as if he had been aſleep, 
he went away quietly without ſigh or groan ; and fo 
departed this lite on the 25th of the ſeventh month, 
1686, 


— ——̃ 


OSEPH FULLE R, a young man about twenty- 
five years of age, fon of Abraham Fuller of | 
Queen's county in Ireland, having been ſick three 
days, his father deſired ſome relations to ſit down 
and wait upon the Lord in Joſeph's chamber: and he 
being aſked if it was not tireſome to jit, ſo long, his 

anſwer was, © I bleſs the Lord for this opportunity.“ 
His brother s wife aſking him how he did, he ſaid,, 
L 3 © I have 
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© I have had a weariſome night; but I have had joy 
in the preſence of the Lord. Next night he ſang 
praiſes to the Lord, and ſaid to his ſiſter, * Never 
© ſince I was born Tach words came from me; this 
© is from the Lord.“ More he ſaid to the fame pur- 
poſe to his father; and further ſaid to him, © Tell all 
© my brothers and ſiſters that they take their minds 
from the things of this world, and have their minds 
© fixed upon the Lord.“ 

About a quarter of an hour before his death, he 
faid to his ſiſter, © See what hour it is:“ ſhe replied, 
It is ſeven. Then he aſked her, © Lies my head 
right for dying '—if it doth not lie right, do thou 
lay it right.“ She told him it did lie right. And 
ſo he lay untik he drew his laſt breath, which was a 
quarter paſt the ſeventh hour in the morning, on the 
17th of the ſeventh month, in the year 1686. 


AVID BARCLAY, of Ury in the kingdom 
of Scotland, (father of Robert Barclay, the 
eminent apologiſt for the true Chriſtian divinity, as 
held forth by the people called Quakers) was con- 
vinced of truth in the feventh month, in the year 
1666, being then in the fifty-ſixth year of his age, 
and abode 3 in the truth, and in the conſtant unity with 
the faithful friends thereof to the end ; having fuitered 
the ſpoiling of his goods, and many other indignities, 
beſides ſveral tedious impriſonments, after the ty 
t1xth year of his age. 

In the latter end of the ſeventh month, 1686, be 
ing paſt the ſeventy-ſixth year of his age, he was 
taken with a fever, which continued upon him for 
two weeks ; during which time he fignified a quiet 
and contented mind, freely reſigned up to the will 

of GR, About two- 5 before he died, being 
troubled 
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troubled with the gravel, in an agony he ſaid, © I am 
going now ;* and then inſtantly checking himſelf, 
added, but 1 ſhall go to the Lord, and be gathered 
© to many of my brethren, who are gone before 
© me.” Upon the fith day of the eighth month, 
between two and three in the morning, he growing 
weaker, his eldeſt fon Robert came to him, and he 
ſaid, Is this my ſon?” Robert anfwered, Yea; 
ſignifying his travail, That he that loved him might 
© be near him to the end:? To which he anſwered, 
© The Lord is nigh ;* repeating it once again, he 
ſaid, © You are my witneſſes in the preſence of God, 
that the Lord is nigh:“ a little after he faid, © The 
© perfect diſcovery of the Dayſpring from on high; 
© how great a bleſſing it hath been to me and my 
© family !' Robert Barclay's wife deſiring to know 
if he would have fomething to wet his mouth; 
he anſwered, It needs not;* ſhe faid it would re- 
freſh him; he laid his hand upon his breaſt, ſay- 
ing, He had that inwardly that refreſhed him :* after 
a little while, he added, the © truth is over all.“ He 
took his eldeſt ſon Robert to him, and bleſſed him; 
and prayed God he might never depart from the 
truth. When his ſon's eldeſt daughter came near, 
he ſaid, © Is this Patience? Let patience have its per- 
© fect work in thee.* And after kiſſing his ſon's 
other four children, he laid his hands upon them, 


and bleſſed them. And perceiving one by (who 


was not of our ſociety) weeping much, he wiſhed 
ſhe might © come to the truth,* bidding her © not 
«. weep for him, but for herſelf.* 

A ſober man, an apothecary, that waited upon 
him in his ſickneſs, coming near, he took him by the 
hand, ſaying, * Thou wilt bear me witnefs, that in 
© all this exerciſe I have not been curious to tamper, 
nor to pamper the fleſh.” The man ſaid, Sir, I can 
bear witneſs that you have always minded the better 
Sand more ſubſtantial part, and rejoice to ſee the * 
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end the Lord is bringing you to:? he replied, © bear 
a faithful and true witneſs; yet it is the life of 
righteouſneſs* (repeating theſe words twice over) 
© that we bear teſtimony to, and not empty profeſ- 
ſion.“ He ſuppoſing a man that was by him to be 
a carpenter, ſaid to his fon, See thou charge him 
© to make no ſuperfluity upon my coffin,” 

About three in the afternoon there came ſeveral 
friends from Aberdeen to viſit him, and he took 
them by the hand, and ſaid, © They were come in a 
© ſeaſonable time.“ After ſome words were ſpoken, 
and that Patrick Livingſton had prayed, which ended 
in praiſes, he held up his hands and ſaid © Amen, 
© amen, amen for ever.” And after they ſtood 
up looking at him, he ſaid, © How precious is the 
© love of God among his children, and their love 
© one to another! Thereby ſhall all men know that 
you are my diſciples, if you love one another. 
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© How precious a thing it is to ſee brethren dwell. 


© together in love! My love is with you; I leave it 


© among you.“ He perceiving ſome of his friends 


to weep, ſaid, Dear friends, all mind the inward 
© man, heed not the outward; there 1s one that doth 
regard, the Lord of Hoſts is his name.“ After 


he had heard the clock ſtrike three (in the after- 
noon) he ſaid, Now the time comes;* and ſoon 


after he was heard to ſay, ©* Praiſes, praiſes, praiſes 
© to the Lord: let now thy ſervant depart in peace: 
© into thy hands, O Father, I commit my ſoul, 
© ſpirit, and body. Thy will, O Lord, be done on 
© earth as it is in heaven.“ A little after five in 
the morning, on the 12th of the eighth month, in the 
year 1686, he fell aſleep like a lamb, in remarkable 
quietneſs and calmneſs, there being preſent about 


twenty perſons beholding his end. 
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ENJAMIN PADLEY, fon of William and 

Elizabeth Padley, of North-Cave in the eaſt- 
riding of Yorſhire, was a young man that walked in 
humility, and love towards God, and to all who 
walked in his truth: the Lord was pleaſed to raiſe 
him up to bear teſtimony to his everlaſting truth, in 
the aſſemblies of his people; and his great delight 
was in the proſperity of the truth, for which he faith- 
fully and zealouſly laboured to the end of his wy 5% 
having regard to the motion of God's ſpirit in his 
miniſtry, and living according to his teſtimony. He 
was ſound, plain, and weighty in his declaration, 
and kept low and humble, in a deep ſenſe of the need 
he had to wait upon God, for the renewing of his 
mercies, and freſh openings of the ſprings of life and 
love from God, to help him forward in his fpiritual 
travail, that he might perſevere to the end ; and to 
which he did much exhort, and ſtir up friends where 
he came. 

He was taken ſick the 17th of the ſixth month, 
1687, which ſickneſs continued about eight days, in 
which time ſeveral friends, and alſo neighbours and 
relations, came to ſee him; and in the fenſe of 
God's love he declared truth amongſt them. There 
being ſome preſent who did not profeſs the ſame 
truth with us, he ſaid © It is not for any outward 
© thing we travel abroad, not any man's filver or 
© gold that we feek, or covet after; but it is for the 
© gaining of ſouls: for we have ſuffered the loſs of 
© our goods, ſcoffings, ſcornings, and impriſonments, 
© ſo that it may appear that it hath not been the benefit 
© of any man's goods or eſtate that hath been in our 
© eyes, but for the performing the will of the Lord, &c. 
Again he faid (ſeveral of his neighbours being pre- 
ſent) It is well for them that can ſay on their dying 
© bed, that their ſins and iniquities are blotted out.” 
And prayed to the Lord © that he would mix mercies 


and 
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and righteouſneſs. And obſerving his wife to weep, 
he ſaid, © O why doeſt thou ſo? Thou muſt not do 
© ſo; but keep to truth, and fear not but all will be 
© well.” At night he ſaid to her, © Go to bed, and 
© be not troubled about me.“ And friends viſiting 
him, he ſaid, Jam glad to ſee ſo many of your faces, 
© which I thought I fhould not have done, ſeeing 
the Lord hath been pleaſed to viſit me with fick- 
© neſs, ſo that J am not like to continue many days 
© here; but I feel nothing, but all is well.“ When 
his friends would be careful about ſome phyſician to 
help him, he ſaid, I have a phyſician the world 
© knows not of.” 

When he drew near his end, he defired to be 
helped upon his knees, and was fo powerful in 
prayer to the Lord, conſidering the weakneſs of his 
body, that it was an admiration to all preſent ; and 
after that few words proceeded from him, but he 
weakened apace, and the next day departed this 
life, being the 25th of the fixth month, 1687. 


————̃— 


Some ſenſible Words ſpoken by E LIZABETH 
W1LLs, aged about 12 Years, when ſhe lay 
upon her dying Bed. 


LIZABETH WILLS, daughter of Daniel 

and Mary Wills, of Northampton river in 
Weſt- Jerſey in America, was viſited with an ague 
and fever, which continuing ſome days hard upon 
her, ſhe often called upon the Lord, ſaying, © The 
Lord help me, the Lord eaſe me;* patiently beg- 
ging of God for help in her great exerciſe, and her 
cries were felt to proceed from the ſtirrings of life. 
On the ſixth day of her ſickneſs, her extremity be- 
ing great, ſhe deſired to be removed to her 2 
; Wno 
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(who at that time was very ill in another chamber) 
and her mother underſtanding it, ſhe came to her, 
which much ſatished the child; and when ſhe had 
manifeſted her love to her mother, for a litttle time, 
ſaid, Now I am well, Lord God of power and 
glory, all power, glory and honour be given to 
© thee for ever, Amen; for thou haſt helped me, 
© thou glorious God of life, thou hat caſed my 
© heart, O thou powerful God of glory; praiſes, 
© and glory, and honour, be given to thee for 
© ever, Amen. O thou God of eternal glory ! 
© what ſhall I ſay unto thee? all praiſes be given 
© unto thy name, thou glorious God of life, thou 
© haſt helped my ſoul; praiſes tor ever be given 
© unto thee for ever, and or ever, Amen. Often 
ſaying, * What I ſpeak, God gi es me to ſpeak” 
and then ſpeaking much more to the ſame effect, all 
tending to the praiſe and glory of God, and to the ex- 
tolling of his great and wonderful name; often ſay- 
ing, © God is good, God hath touched my heart. 
Now I am well, I feel no pain, I am willing to 
© live, I am willing to die; I am willing to leave 
© the world, or I am willing to ſtay in the world ;” 
alſo ſaying, I did not know God would have given 
© me ſo much to ſpeak, for I was never ſenſible of 
© theſe things before.“ Then ſhe took her father 
by the hand, and kiſſed him, ſaying © Farewell, my 
dear father; and then took her mother by the hand 
© and kifled her, ſaying, © Farewell, my dear mother ;? 
and then her brothers, taking each of them by the 
hand, and kiſſed them, ſaying, © Farewell, my dear 
© brothers ;* and laſtly, took her ſiſters by the hand, 
and kiſſed them, faying, Farewell, my dear 
© ſiſters :;?* her father hearing her uſe that expreſſion 
to every one of them, ſaid, Where is that farewell 
© thou ſpeakeſt of ?? ſhe looked upon him, and readily 
anſwered, © It is in my heart.? 1 

| Her 
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Her ſpeech was ſo affecting, that it exceedingly 
tendered the hearts, and cauſed tears to run much 
from the eyes of all preſent ; which ſhe beholding, 
as one without all ſenſe of ſorrow, looked upon 
her father, ſaying, © Father, thou art troubled ;* he 
anſwered, .no, he was not troubled, but glad; it 
was more to him to behold her in that condition, 
than life, or length of days. Then ſhe ſaid, © I 
am well pleaſed.” She beholding her mother 
weeping, ſaid, My mother is troubled ;* her mother 
anſwered, ſaying, ſhe was not troubled, but deſired 
her to be content in the will of God; then ſhe 
ſaid, J am content.” 

She ſeveral times enquired for a ſervant boy, 
whom ſhe knew to be negligent, and often would lie 
out all night, and at the ſame time was gone, and 
that night late he came again; ſhe deſired to ſpeak 
with him, ſo ſoon as ſhe heard he was come; and 
when he came to her, ſhe ſtedfaſtly looked upon him, 
as one renewed with ſenſe and ſtrength, ſaying, 
God gave me much to ſpeak laſt night, and thou 
© walt not here; it were better for thee that thou 
© wouldſt walk with God; thou muſt die as well 
© as I; thou muſt go to the grave as well as I, and 
if thou doſt not do better thou ſhalt have torment, 
© and I ſhall have peace; it would be better for thee 
© that thou wouldſt walk with God, but time is paſt 
© and gone, and cannot be recalled: Is it not better 
c for thee to do well than ill?” | 
On the 11th of the eighth month, 1687, ſhe de- 
parted this life in peace and reſt with the Lord. 


—  ___Q—_ 


\ MARGARET BERRY, wife of William 
Berry, of Choptank in Maryland, was a 
mother in Iſrael, a teacher of good things, and the 
; Lord 
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Lord was with her; ſhe was «diligent in meeting, 
and ſtirred up friends thereunto, faithful to the Lord 
in all the trials and exerciſes ſhe met with in this 
world, not willing to gratify the world's ſpirit ; but 


ready to teſtify againſt all ſuperfluity in what kind 
ſoever, in apparel, or other ways; went plain and de- 
cent in modeſt apparel, with ſobriety, and was ex- 
emplary therein to young women, preferring a meek 
and quiet ſpirit, as the beſt ornament z willing to do 


good to all, eſpecially to the houſhold of faith; care- 
ful to ſee all things in order in her family, diſcreet, 


chaſte, obedient in her place, ready to give up her 
© huſband freely to the Lord's ſervice, and loved unity 
* amongſt friends. 


As ſhe lay upon her death bed (her huſband being 


from home in the ſervice of truth, with Daniel 


Gould, of Rhode-Ifland) before ſeveral friends, the 


| ſaid, © I am freely given up to the will of the Lord, 


© and if it be his will to remove me hence, I am well 
© ſatisfied with what his will and pleaſure is, and am 
< ſatished that I ſhall lay down my hcad in peace 
© with him, bleſſed be his name forever: and though 
© my pain be great, I am kept and borne above my 
pain, through the goodneſs of the Lord, in that { 
© have nothing laid to my charge; but that I have 


«© diſcharged my conſcience in his fight by his aſſiſt- 


© ing power.“ So finding herſelf very weak in body, 


not knowing how ſhort her time might be, the de- 
ſired her brother Pitt to write what ſhe had on her 


mind by way of will, and faid, © I would have all 


left to my dear huſband (if living): and if any 


part of what I have done, or the whole, be not 


© agreeable to his mind, he may make it void at his 
« pleaſure; for I would not do any thing that ſhould 
< grieve him, for he never deſerved it at my hands.” 
Then ſhe alſo deſtred him to write a letter for her 
to her huſband, as followeth : | 
Vol. I, M © Dzar 
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© DEAR and loving huſband William Berry, 


& 
© after my endeared love to thee, and thy com- „ 
< panion, I thought meet to let thee know, that be- 
ing very weak in body, and not knowing what tjge < 
© will of the Lord is touching my outward man; yet MW „ 
in this I am comforted, that the Lord is not want- MW «< 
© ing to refreſh me with the ſmiles of his counte- „ 
< nance, and J am ſatisfied it ſhall be well with m 46 
< inward man, and that when I ſhall lay down my 45 
© head, it will be in peace with the Lord, into whoſe | 
© hands I commit myſelf, being freely given up, WW , 
© whether life or death, which is more ſatisfaction 4 
© than my tongue can expreſs. q « 

* So, dear hart, having ſomething in my mind, 
© to have wrote as a will, and I could not fee thy WE . 
face {which thing I more delired than any outward "= 
© enjoyment) ſo could not confer with thee; y-t it I 
is not my mind to do any thing to grieve thee: WF « 
© but when thou peruſeſt it, thou mayeſt, if it pleaſe « 
© thee, perform or make void at thy pleaſure; Which 
© I leave to thy conſideration, not deſiring that thou WW « 
*© ſhouldit be ſtreightened in thy mind upon this ac- { « 
© count; but as I have faid, it may be with great ti. 
« clearneſs: ſo committing thee, with myſelf, unto WW « 
© the Lord, I take leave, and remain thy true and [WW « 
© loving wife, | : 8-6 
< MazGaRET BERRY.“ 
The 12th of the ſecond month, 1688. c 
g 
The day ſhe departed, ſeveral friends being there, 
ſhe deſired them to be called together, and ſaid, «I WW d. 
© have ſomething to ſay, if the Lord enable me, as te 
touching my burial, my dear huſband being from hi 
© home, it mult be left to you, and I deſire there T 
© may be nothing of great preparation for the ſame, ne 
though ſome may ſay it is covetouſneſs, it matters n 
not; we have enough: but I am againſt gratify- fr 
© ing the world's ſpirit; for ſince J profeſſed the p. 


© truth, 
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truth, I never had unity with ſuperfluity at burials 
or marriages, eſpecially at burials, and have borne 
my teſtimony often againſt ſuch things, as ſome of 
you are my witneſſes, and my dear huſband is one 
with me, and I know if ſuch a thing thould be at 
my burial, it would grieve him, who is gone upon 
truth's account, and I have freely given him up. 
So if any friend have any thing 'to object, they 
may freely ſpeak.” 185 

All the friends were one with her in that concern; 
and the farther ſaid, © I deſire you may all keep in 
unity, and be of one mind.“ She deſired friends to 
© remember her dear love to her dear huſband, and to 
Daniel Gould, and friends.“ At another time ſhe 
ſaid unto friends that were with her, Have your 
© eyes to God, whom I deſire may ſupport the little 
© remnant that is left behind: there are but a few, but 
the Lord is all- ſufficient, and as you are faithful, 
© you will be preſerved; for indeed there are a few 
that have the weight of truth upon their ſpirits. 
© The Lord, if it be his will, raiſe up ſtandard- 
© bearers, and carry on his own work.* At another 
time, ſhe ſaid, Sure people bad need have notuing 
© to do at this time, but to wait upon God, when it 
© ſhall pleaſe him to remove them: —and if it be fo 
© with me, O how will many do wien their dying 
© hour approaches !* Then faid, © Lord, haſten thy 
work, tor there is no eaſe upon this bed for m 
© body ; but I ſhall be at eaſe when my body is laid 
© in its cod bed of clay.“ Some hours. before ſhe 
departed, ſhe deſired all friends to go to bed, and 
took leave of them as if ſhe was going to her long 
home, (as indeed-ſhe was). A little before ſhe de- 
parted, the Lord gave her eaſe, which the ſaid ſhe 
never expected in her body, for which the praiſed the 
name of the Lord: ſo lay itill afterwards, being 


* 
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freed from the pangs of deaih, as appeared by her 
patient waiting the appointed time of the Lord, as if 
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ſhe was flumbering, and in that ſtillneſs continued 
till ſhe gave up the ghoſt; and no doubt but ſhe is 
bleſſed: as ſhe lived in the Lord, ſhe died in him, 
and is reſted from her labours, and her good works 
followed her. 

She had given many other heavenly exhortations 
not noted to ſeveral friends, and to her youngeſt ſon 
and others of her family and relations, exhorting all 
to faithfulneſs, diligence, and true humility before 
the Lord. 


ARGARET THOMPSON, wife of John 
N TIhompſon, near Montmelick in Ireland, 
being upon her death bed, a few days before ſhe died, 
calling her children to her, ſaid to them, © Fear the 
Lord, abide in the fear of the Lord; I do not 
© allow you any thing further, than as you abide in 
© the truth, and love one another; 2 that ſhe 
ſaid, The Lord helps me, and I find all temptations 
taken away.“ Another time ſhe ſaid, They that 
die in the Lord, have unity one with another.“ She 
confeſſed the love of God, and faid, © I will lean 
upon my beloved; and further ſaid to friends pre- 
ſent, dear brethren and- ſiſters, © I exhort you in the 
Lord to love one another, and walk in God's truth 
for ever. Women friends, I exhort you all in the 
love of God, govern well in your own-houſes, or 
elſe you cannot-govern well in the church of Chriſt. 
Likewiſe, young women, be ſober-minded, and fear 
the Lord, and be charitable, and walk in love to 
the end. Dear friends, I ſalute you all in the Lord, 
and J here give in my teſtimony againſt paying of 
tithes, for J never paid any tithes, nor I never 
conſented to the paying any, this being my laſt 
teſtimony.“ She alſo exhorted friends to keep to 
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ginning, bearin 
faſhions of the world. 
month, 1688. 


her teſtimony againſt the vain 
She died the 5th of the third 


Cr rn——_—_—_Y 


ENRY HAYDOCK, of Warrington in the 

county of Lancaſter, was a faithful man in 

life and converfation, and walked as becometh the 
bleſſed truth, which he made profeſſion of. 

When he was upon his dying bed, and in outward 
appearance nigh gone, the Lond, who is the God of 
the living, raiſed him up by his divine power, to 
the admiration of thoſe preſent, to bear a living teſ- 
timony for him, which was on this wile, viz. 

Friends, I was never a publick preacher in all 
my life ; but now, by the power of God, I am 
one at my death, glory be to God for evermore, 
who hath the life and breath of all men in his 
hand, and can lengthen at his pleaſure ; who knows 
how to diſpoſe of us: therefore, friends, be you all 
faithful to the Lord, for great things will the Lord 
bring to paſs for his people, who are true in their 
hearts to him; ſuch as ſerve God faithfully ſhall 
have a living reward from him, and their reſt ſhall 
be with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; which reſt my foul 
is already entered into, and is ſet down with God 
in the paradiſe of his pleaſure, taking its repoſe with 
God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
all the holy men of God fince the foundation of 
the world; and though my body go down to the 
earth, yet my ſoul and ſpirit thall have its reſidence 
with the living God in heaven, where they who are 
unfaithful to the Lord cannot come: 1 was well 
nigh my laſt breath, but the Lord looſed my tongue, 
that I might declare of his goodneſs.” 
| M 3 Again 
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their firſt love, which they had received in the be- 
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Again he ſaid, © The Lord in my healthful days 
© did put his living word in my heart, and though I 
© have been by ſome looked upon as a ſtripling, and 
© as one that knew not much of the things of God, 
< yet my ſoul hath had many ſweet ſeaſons and op- 
© portunities,* 

Again he ſaid, © I have a good wife, faithful and 
© loving to me, and three ſweet children; call them 
© that J may kiſs them before I die, for my time here 
will not be long.” So they brought one of his 
daughters to him, and he ſaid, Thou art Elizabeth, 
my youngelt daughter; ſilver and gold I have not 
© much to leave thee; thou haſt hitherto been a good 
child, the bleffings of the living God reſt upon 
thee, and the bleſſing of me, thy dying father, be 
with thee alſo.“ Then he took his ſon, and ſaid, 
Thou art Roger, my ſweet fon, in thee have I 
taken great delight, yet now. thy father 1s about to 
take his laſt breath; and that which I deſire of the 
Lord is, that he will bleſs thee and thy two liſters, 
and bleſs you all, that you may keep: up my name, 
and live as your father hath done; though I have 
© nut filled up the number of many years, yet I, thy 
«© father, do witneſs peace with God: and with that, 
being pretty much ſpent, he ſaid, © The Eord bleſs 
© thee my ſon, and thy two ſiſters; the bleſſing of 
« your father be with you all.” Then he called for 
his daughter Alice, and ſaid, Thou art Alice, my 
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© firt-born, and I love thee well, et hath been real 


© and true; and though ſome men. cap ſhew it more, 
© yet I love you all well, and I hope the Lord's care 
© will be over you when Lam dead and gone; and I 
believe you will not want.“ So claſping her in his 
arms, he kiſſed her, and bid her farewell: and then 
ſaid, © I have now made an end of what lay upon my 
© mind; therefore everlaſting, living, pure, inviſible 
© God, into thy hand of power I recommend my 
* ſoul;? and ſo lay ſtill and quiet till a little before 

| | his 
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his departure, when the pangs of death ſeized on 
him; then were his ſighings many, yet had the favour 
of life in them: afterwards he lay ſtill and very quiet, 
rejoicing in his ſpirit, and ſaid, My ſoul doth mag- 
© nify the Lord, and my ſpirit rejoiceth in God my 
Saviour, who hath ſaved me from fin; but what 
© ſhall I fay to the rebellious ? If they will ſerve the 
© Devil, they will have a bad portion in the end.” 
And he faid, Though there may ſome of all per- 
« ſualions find ſalvation, yet that people, in ſcorn 
© called Quakers, who are really faithful to God, are 
© fatished in God, and they know falvation to their 
© immortal ſouls, having been redeemed by Jeſus 
© Chriſt who is come to fave many.“ He prayed for 
his brother and ſiſter, ſaying, O Lord, thou knoweſt 
I have one brother and ſiſter, who are not in that 
„faith which I am about to lay down my head in; 
Lord, bring them to it, if it be thy bleſſed will, and 
confirm them in the ſame, that they may receive 
© that bleſſed reward thou haſt made my ſoul a witneſs 
of.“ After this he ſaid, © My ftrength now failing, 
as to my outward man, I once more recommend 
my ſoul into thy hands, Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

He departed this life the 5th day of the fourth 
month, 1688, aged about 33 years. 


ILLIAM DEWSBURY was one whom 
God raiſed up in the morning of his glorious 
day, broken forth in our age. | 
After that eminent ſervant of Chriſt, George Fox, 
was ſet at liberty, (having been almoſt twelve months 
in Derby gaol, whereof near ſix months he was in 
the dungeon, for his teſtimony to the truth, in the 
year 1651) he paſſing from thence through feveral 
counties, came to Balby in Yorkſhire, where he was 
inſtrumental 
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inſtrumental to convince ſeveral friends, who were 
afterwards ſerviceable in their days, viz. Richard 
Farnſworth, Thomas Aldam, Thomas Goodyear, 
Thomas and John Kilham, James Naylor, &c. &c. 
George Fox having a meeting at Lieutenant Ropers 
houſe, William Dewſbury and his wife came to it, 
and heard truth declared! the ſame evening, the 

having ſome conference with him, confeſſed to the 
truth and received it ; and after fome time William 
Dewſbury publickly preached the ſame truth, 

In the year 1653 he went into Weſtmoreland, 
Cumberland, and Lancaſhire, and declared truth 
both in ſteeple houſes and in meetings, and under- 
went great ſufferings : he was impriſoned at York, 
and alſo at Northampton in the year 1654. Indeed, 
God made him an eminent inſtrument in his hand, 
for the publication of his mighty day of power, 
preaching repentance in order to the remiſſion of 
{ins; and he bore a faithful teſtimony to the free 
grace of God to mankind. The Lord was with 
him, and proſpered him in his manifold ſufferings, 
travels, labours, and exerciſes in the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and word of the miniſtry, as may be ſeen in his 
ſeveral books and epiſtles, collected together in print. 
Many were made ſenſible of the benefit of. his la- 
bours, counſel, admonition, and encouragement to 
the good and welfare of their immortal ſouls : for 
the Foul in whoſe dread and zeal he laboured, 
endowed him with faith and courage, and great 
boldneſs for his name and truth; and he publiſhed 
the ſame in great plainneſs, and in the ſimplicity 
thereof. To, the tender-hearted he was exceeding 
mild, but to the ſtubborn and lofty he was ſharp and 
plain; admonifhing them, and declaring the righteous 
judgment of God againſt that ſtate ; watching with 
much patience and longſuffering the recovery of 
ſuch, who through the ſubtlety of the enemy had 
fallen from the truth, and from the unity with the 
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people of God : but when any made it their work to 
cauſe diviſion and diſcord, and to ſow ditlention 
among brethren, he would plainly teſtify againſt 
them, as he did in his laft viſit to London. | 

A little before his departure he had a concern up- 
on him for the honour of God, and that thoſe who 
had believed, and made profeſſion of the truth, might 
anſwer it in an holy and blameleſs converſation, 
which he would often fay, © could not be done by 
© largeneſs of knowledge, and ſtrength of compre- 
© henfion, but by a real dying to their wills and 
© aftections, by virtue of the daily croſs.” 


'The envy of wicked and unreaſonable men was 


very great and fierce againſt him, eſpecially in thofe 
early days of his travels and labours ; and for the ſake 
of his teſtimony he was often beaten, ſtoned, and 
impriſoned. He neither feared their malicious 
threats nor blows, but boldly went forth, publithing 
the truth, teſtifving to that of God in all conſ:iences; 
and the hand of Divine Providence often delivered 
_ out of the hands of his enemies, for his name's 
ke. 

A few weeks before his deceaſe he came up to the 
city of London, and vitited moſt of the publick 
meetings there, and bore a faithful teſtimony to 
truth, and for love and unity; preaching up the 
croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world 
is crucified unto us, and we unto the world.“ 
Gal. vi. 14. 

n the third month, 1688, he was in London, and 
intended to have tarried there with friends till the 
yearly meeting, which was approaching, but was 
taken ill about the 29th of the ſame month, ſo that 
he could no longer be in the city: he then deter- 
mined to return home, but bef re he went he left a 


letter for the yearly meeting, which is as followeth : | 


(Dear 


— 7 - 
c — 5 ” — — 
——— ñ3ñꝗ34 3.]0.— 2 U::E·— ũ—— — — T — 


R a Ga ax K K „ „ _ 2 


166 PIETY PROMOTED: 


Dear Friends and Brethren, 


I did not know til! this laſt night but that I 
© ſhould have been wich you at the yearly meeting, 
© but it pleaſed the Lord to viſit me with my ancient 
© diſtemper, which hath accompanied me in priſon ; 
© and ſince I was relcaſed, the diſtemper was fo ſharp 
upon me, as to my ſenſe, this laſt night I did not 
know whether I mould have lived to have ſeen 
another day: but crying to the Lord, he ordered 
and cleared my way to £0 into the country, ſo that 
I cannot be wich you at this yearly meeting; but 
deſire the Lord to aſliſt you with his bleſſed power 
and heavenly life, to bring in the ſcattered ones 
to their everiaiting comfort, and his glory for 
ever. Amen. | 
And that it may be ſo with you, is the prayer of 
your loving brother, 

* WIILIA DEWSBURY-.' 


London, the 3oth of the third month, 1688. 


He lived but ſeventeen days after he left London ; 
making ſhort journeys he got home to Warwick ; 
and a few days before his departure, ſome friends 
being together with' him in his chamber,.he riſing 
up in his bed in great weakneſs of body, ſaid to 
them as followeth : | | 

© My God hath yet put in my heart to bear a 
© teſtimony to his name and bleſſed truth. I can 
© never forget the day of his great power and bled 
© appearance, when he firſt ſent me to preach his 
© everlaſting goſpel, and proclaim the day of the 
© Lord to all people: and alſo he confirmed the ſame 
© by ſigns and wonders. — Therefore, friends, be 
« faithful, and truſt in the Lord your God; for this 
I can ſay, I never played the coward, but as joy- 


fully 
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© fully entered priſons as palaces, bidding my enemies 
to hold me there as long as they could; and in the 

riſon houſe I ſung praiſes to my God, and eſteemed 
the bolts and locks put upon me as jewels; and in 
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victory : for they could not keep me any longer 
than the determined time of my God. 

And, friends, this I muſt once again teſtify to 
you in the name of the Lord God, that what I ſaw 
above thirty years ago, {till reſts as a teſtimony to 
l-ave behind me, That a dreadful terrible day 1s at 
hand, and will certainly come to paſs; but the 
time when, I cannot ſay: but all put on ſtrength in 
the name of the Lord, and wait to feel his eternal 
power to preſerve you through the tribulations of 
theſe days that approach very near: in the ſenſe of 
which I have often been diſtreſſed and bowed in m 
ſpirit, with cries and tears to my God for the pre- 
ſervation of his heritage. 

And this I have further to ſignify, That my 
departure draws nigh : bleſſed be my God, I am 
prepared, I have nothing to do but die, and put 
off this corruptible and mortal tabernacle, this 
fleſh, that hath ſo many mfirmities ; but the life 
that dwe:ls in it, aſcends out of the reach of death, 
hell, and the grave; and immortality, eternal life, 
is my crown for ever and ever. 

© Therefore, you that are left behind, fear not, 
nor be diſcouraged, but go on in the name and 
* power of the Lord, and bear a faithful teſtimony 
© tor him in your day: and the Lord will proſper his 
© work in your hand, and cauſe his truth to flouriſh 
© and ſpread abroad; for it ſhall have the victory, 
and no weapon formed againſt it ſhall proſper. The 
© Lord hath determined it ſhall poſſeſs the gates of 
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his enemies, and the glory and the light thereof 


So 


* ſhall ſhine more and more unto the perfect day.“ 


the name of the eternal God I always got the 
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So he concluded in prayer to the Lord, ,with 
fervent breathings and ſupplications for all his people 
every where, but more eſpecially for his dearly be- 
loved friends aſſembled together at the yearly meeting 
in London; where he had intended to have been, if 
the Lord had given him health ; his dear love was to 
all friends who enquired after him. 

He departed this life at his houſe in Warwick, in 
a good old age, on the 157th of the fourth month, 
1688. — His writings were publiſhed in one volume 
quarto, 1689. OE 


ILLIAM BRIGGINS, of London, was 
convinced of the bleſſed truih about the 
year 1671, the manner whereof was as followeth : 
He frequented the Preſbyterian meetings, and 
about that time diſſenters being perſecuted, the in- 
formers and officers came to the meeting where he 
was. Their preacher ſlipped away by a private 
door ; and' he, as well as other hearers, made the 
beſt of their way to eſcape. | 


— Then it came in his mind to go and fee how it 


fared with the Quakers ; ſo he went to their meeting 
in Gracechurch-ftreet, and got as much out of ſight 
as he could, for fear of being ſeen. There William 
Bailey was declaring, and after a little time came a 
mob and informers with a band of ſoldiers : theſe 
ruſhed into the meeting, and he expected the preacher 
to flip away; but to his great ſurpriſe he went on 
preaching, till they haled him away into the yard, and 
had him to their guard. 
After they had carried him away, another friend 
ſtood up and preached ; and they returning, took him 
away allo. And at this time it opened in his mind, 


that it was the truth they declared, and that they 


' knew 
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knew it was worth ſuffering for. Between that time 
and the year 1685, he met with great ſufferings and loſs 
of goods for his peaceable frequenrting of meetings 
to worſhip the Lord ; he was twice a priſoner in the 
Counter and in Newgate, many months at a time; 
and by reaſon of his {trait confinement in priſons, 
being much impaired in his health, grew weakly and 
ſickened: and although his pains were great, yet, as 
he ſaid, © His eye was to the Lord; that the Lord 
© had been good to him from his youth unto that 
day; and praiſed him that he was pleaſed to reveal 
© the knowledge of his Son, our Lord and Saviour, 
© unto_him ; and that through the aſſiſtance thereof, 
© he was directed to do unto all mankind as he would 
© have others do unto him.” 

He adviſed all © to be faithful to the Lord ; and 
though they had received but little, yet in the good 
improvement thereof, he would give them more 
talents.” Above all things he cautioned, © to keep 
out of the incumbrances of this world; and that 
we aſſiſt the poor and needy, and adminiſter of our 
abundance in this world, to help them in their 
neceſſity; and whatever condition the Lord is 
pleaſed to ſuffer to come on us, we ought to be 
content.“ He ſaid he witneſſed that ſaying of the 
prophet Ifaiah, ch. xxvi. ver. 3, 4, fulfilled, Thou 
« wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is 
<« ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee. Truſt 
ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah 
* 1s everlaſting ſtrength.” And that, © if at any 
* time we ſhould be in diſtreſs, either inward or 
© outward, if our dependance and eye were to the 
Lord, and with an upright heart patiently waited 
© on him, he in his own due time will work deliver- 
© ance,” as he faid, © I have experienced many a 
time.“ ; 

This was it that rejoiced his heart, and made him 
willing and ready to ſuffer whatever the Lord ſaw 
Vor. J. 5 N meet 
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meet for him. And though weakneſs of body 
increaſed, he felt the ſpirit of the Lord to lift up his 
ſtandard, to which he retired, and was ſtrengthened 
in his inward man. A little before he departed, he 
ſounded forth a pleaſant harmony, which made all in 
the room admire; and after ſome time ſaid, © Lift 
© me up: then he uttered many heavenly expreſſions 
concerning his aſſurance of reſt and peace with the 
Lord; for he faid, © In this laſt agony death hath 
© been hard, and done his worſt ;* that he then felt 
the living power of the Lord, which was above 
death, and praiſed the Lord he had gotten the victory, 
ſaying, It is recorded in the Scripture, ſome mens 
< {ins go beforehand to judgment, and ſome follow 
after; but through the great mercy of God, I have 


« witneſſed mine to go before, and have nothing to 


do but to die.” 

He adviſed all to keep to meetings, and watch over 
their words and actions, to have their dependance on 
God, and they ſhould find him a preſent help in the 
time of need. - 

Then he called all in the room by their names, 
and deſired, © that the Lord might direct them, and 
keep them all in faithfulneſs to him 3” and that they 
might experience that Scripture fulfilled, © It's ſhewn 
« unto thee, O man, what is good, and what the 
„Lord requireth of thee, to do juſtly, love mercy, 
« and walk humbly with the Lord thy God; to viſit 


« the fatherleſs in their afflictions, and to keep un- 


£ ſpotted from the world.“ CD 

Hie was kept in his ſenſes to the laſt, and after he 
had ipoke much, being faint, called for ſomething to 
take; then bidding all preſent farewell, he laid down 
his head on his pillow, and in about an hour after 
departed this life in much ſtillneſs, the 27th of thg 
Afta month, 1688, in the both year of his age. 
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RACE WATSON, daughter of Samuel 
| Watſon of the county of York, was well in- 
clined from her infancy, being obedient to her parents, 
and hating a lie; and in the latter part of her time, 
was much given to retirednels and reading. 

In the time of her ſickneſs ſhe had more than or- 
dinary concern in a travail of ſpirit and combating 
with the enemy of her ſoul, in which exerciſe ſhe 


kept cloſe to the power of an endleſs life inwardly, 


and waited until the Lord had given her victory over 
the enemy, and delivered her from his ſecret tempta- 
tions; thus having paſſed through the miniſtration 
of judgment, her enemy, the crooked ſerpent (as ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf) was driven far from her dwelling, 
ſo that nothing hindered her refreſhments; and the 
well ſpringing up, her joy was great, and through 
her experience ſhe ſung the ſong of Moſes, and the 
ſong of the Lamb, in a ſpiritual triumph, with hu- 
miliation and brokenneſs of ſpirit. She ſpoke ſea- 
ſonably and diſtinctly concerning the wiles of the 
devil, © who,' ſhe faid, © had laid his ſnares in trades, 
dealings, and converſation in the world, and alſo 
© in families.“ And though, according to common 
prudence, one would have adviſed her to ſilence (her 
weakneſs of body conlideredy yet ſhe was ſo full, 
and had ſuch conſtraint upon her, that words flowed 
from her a long time in great ſweetneſs and hea- 
venly refreſhment; inſomuch that thoſe who were 
with her were humbled before the Lord, in the ſenſe 
of his preſence, which cauſed many tears. 

And as any came into her chamber, whether her 
friends (called Quakers) or others, ſhe had a ſuit- 
able teſtimony, as if ſhe had felt no weakneſs of 
body; ſo that much was ſpoken which was not taken 
85 ſome of that which was taken, is as follow- 
en; | 
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© Oh heavenly Father! whak haſt thou done for 
me this night! How haſt thou removed thFcrooked 
ſerpent! And not only removed him, but taken 
him quite away; fo that I can fay truly, oh hca- 
venly Father thy will be done! "Thou haſt ſhone 
in upon me with thy marvellous light; thou haſt 
ſhewed me the glory of thy houſe, the moſt glori- 


think thou hadſt ſuch a place for any, much leſs 
for me a poor worm, a pelican, once ready to 
think myſelf deſtitute.” 

Again ſhe ſaid, But now hath the Lord taken 
me up; he hath removed the crooked ſerpent ; ſo 
that I can fay, I defy him, I defy him.” 

And further faid, © If thou requires my life this 
night of me, I freely give it unto thee: oh hea- 
venly Father, thy will be done; if thou haſt farther 
work for me, keep me in that which I now enjoy, 
for there will my greateſt care be; thou haſt made 
my cup to run over, over, over. O heavenly Father, 
thou haſt taken away all my pain: I am as if I 


ailed nothing, though of myſelf I could do no- 


thing, ſcarce move one of my fingers, my tongue 
being ready to cleave to the roof of my mouth ; 
but thou haſt been a light to my feet, and a lantern 
to my path: how can I ceaſe praiſing thee, thou 
God of power, thou art more unto me than corn, 
wine, and oil. Thy love is ſweeter to my taſte 
than the honey, or the honey-comb. Oh! it is 


more to be valued than the coſtly pearls, and the 


rich rubies: the gold of Ophir is not to be com- 
pared unto it: O bleſſed, O praiſed, O magni- 
fed be thou for ever.” 


When ſhe was aſked, how ſhe did, her reply was, 


©] am but weak of body, but ſtrong in the Lord, 


C 


and in the power of his might.” 
Once ſhe was queſtioning ſomething, but check- 


ed herſelf, ſaying, « Why do I ſo? my caſe is no 


© doubting 
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© doubting one, the Lord hath created a clean heart, 
© and renewed a right ſpirit within me, ſo that all 
© fears and doubts are taken away: the gates are 
open and the angels are ready to receive me into 
© the boſom of my heavenly Father, where I ſhall 
© {ing praiſes with his redeemed ones.” 

It was not perceived, in all the time of her ſick- 
neſs, that ſhe defired to live; but many times ſhe 
ſaid as above, If thou requires my life this night, it 
© is freely given to thee. Oh! Lord, do with me 
< what thou pleaſeſt; Oh! heavenly Father, thy will 
© be done. What haſt thou done for me a poor 
« ſtripling in compariſon of many? Thou haſt made 
© my bed, thou haſt taken away my pain, and my 
© ſickneſs is gone.” 

She further ſaid, The Lord hath a people in this city, 
© (London) and other parts, that he will take to himſelf, 


and crown with glory and honour.” And ſhe ex- 


horted thoſe preſent, © To prize their time, and not 
to give themſelves too much to the things of this 
world. How many,” ſaid ſhe, © have laid up great 


c 
© © riches, earthly treaſure, and in one night have been 
1 


deprived of all !? | 
Her ſiſter weeping by her, ſhe ſaid, © Weep not; 
remember David and be comforted ; the tongue 
of men and angels cannot declare the wonderful 
greatneſs of God. O heavenly Father, how fen 
ſible of thee haſt thou made me? Thou haſt 
ſtrengthened me, otherwiſe I ſhould not have been 
able to ſpeak ſo much of thee. With thee is 
* fulneſs of joy, and at thy right hand are rivers of 
© pleaſure for evermore.” ? 
She ſpoke of the parable of the ten virgins, and 
ſaid, Oh! therefore, keep upon your watch tower, 
© that whether he come at midnight, or cock crow, 
or dawning of the day, you may be ready, for that 
is the wedding chamber indeed, and he is the hea- 
«* venly bridegroom.” 


N 3. ” * Speaking 
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Speaking of her parents and relations, who, ſhe 
| faid, © were as near unto her as the fleſh to the bone; 
and taking her ſiſter by the hand, ſhe faid to her, 
Though we be ſeparated outwardly, we ſhall 
© meet in the kingdom of glory. Oh! what cauſe 
have I to bleſs the Lord on their behalf, who I 
am ſure never countenanced any evil in any of 
us, but reproved it. The words of my dear and 
tender mother I do remember ſince I was but ten 
years of age, who ſaid, ſhe had fought the good 
fight of faith, and the crown of glory was laid 
up for her. Theſe words having remained upon 
my mind, and taken deep impreſſion upon me, I 
can now fay, I finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
ſhall receive the crown of glory” | 

She further ſaid, © That the Lord was a God at 
© hand in fix troubles, and in ſeven; nay, if thou 
© bringeſt me to the eighth, thou wilt never leave 
me: Such was her confidence in the Lord. 
And ſo ſhe departed this life in London, the 20th of 
the ſixth month, 1688, aged nineteen years and nine 
months. | 
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87 FEATHERSTONE, daughter of 
a ) Joſeph Featherſtone and Sarah his wife, aged 
about 15 years, was inclined in her tender years to 
hear the voice of wiſdom, and to remember her 


Creator in the days of her youth. From a child 


ſhe was harmleſs, and obedient to her parents, and 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit. She was taken ſick the 
gth of the ſeventh month, 1688, | 
Her mother coming to her, ſhe told her, That 
© ſhe thought ſhe ſhould be taken from her;“ and 
when her mother would ſend for a doctor, ſhe faid, 
« She was freely given up to the will of the Lord, 
| Whether 
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© whether to live or die.“ And farther ſaid, © It was 
© ſhewed her, that ſhe was not of a long life; and 
if this be the time of my change, I am content.“ 
Her ſickneſs increaſing, her mother was much con- 
cerned; at which ſhe was troubled, and ſaid, Dear 
mother, thy dear and tender love to me hath been 
very great, and in that love I deſire we may reſt, 
© freely given up to the will of God; for the Lord 
© may not ſee meet to truſt me in this wicked 
© world any longer.“ She faid further, © O the 
© abominable pride of this world! there are ſome 
© among us, which can take liberty to faſhion them- 
© ſelves in many things like unto the world, both in 
their habit, and other needleſs things: Oh! but 
© the Chriſtian life is another thing; this is not the 
© adorning that we are to put on; for if the righte- 
© ous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the wicked and 
© ungodly appear?* Her diſtemper being violent, ſhe 
then ſaid, * Never ſo ſick in my life; O ſick at my 
© heart! O Lord, in mercy remember me, and bear 
me up above all my afflictions, for my heart truſt- 
© eth in thee.” Being aſked by her mother, whe- 
ther ſhe would be buried by her father, or at ano- 


C ther burying-place, ſhe anſwered, © Dear mother, 


© bury me where thou and my father (her father-in- 
© law) pleaſe, I leave it to you; it is no matter 
© how many miles diſtant theſe bodies lie, our ſouls 
© ſhall one day rejoice together ;* with more words, 
bidding them about her not to trouble her, or give 
her any thing without ſhe defired it; and ſo lay ſtill 
in a good frame of mind, with a ſweet countenance, 
bearing her ſickneſs in much patience ; often ſaying, 
© O my dear and heavenly Father ! come away, come 
away, for my heart truſteth in thee.” And ſo fell 


aſleep in the Lord, the 17th of the ſeventh month, 
1688, | 


GEORGE 
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EORGE GRAY, of Achorthies in Scotland, 

was a ſufterer for the truth ; a poor man in this 

world, yet rich in faith; of mean education, yet 

endowed with divine wiſdom, and bore a ſound and 
faithful teſtimony amongſt the Lord's people. 

A little before his departure, being filled with the 


power of the Lord, he gave weighty exhortations to 


all preſent, eſpecially to his children: and to ſome 
friends that came to ſee him, he faid, He had not 
© kept back the word and counſel of the Lord from 
© them; and now he could ſay, it was good doctrine 
© to leave nothing to do till a dying bed :* ſo finiſhed 
his teſtimony, and laid down his body the 8th of 
the twelfth month, 1689. 
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OAN VOEINS, wife of Richard Vokins of the 


county of Berks, a faithful woman, and labourer 


in the goſpel: after ſhe had received God's bleſſed 


truth, ſhe was much concerned that her relations: 
alſo might receive the ſame truth, and by her upright 
converſation, and good example among .them, with 
the bletling of God, and aſſiſtance of his grace, 
her huſband, father, and children, received the truth; 
and her huſband was a ſufferer for the ſame, in his 
impriſonment in Reading gaol, and her eldeſt fon 
alſo. She having received a diſpenſation of the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt to preach to others in this 
nation, was alſo concerned to viſit divers provinces 
and iſlands beyond the ſeas; and in order thereunto, 
took ſhipping from Graveſend in the twelfth month, 
1679, and viſited New-York, Eaſt and Weſt- Jerſey, 
and ſome part of Pennſylvania (which at that time 
3 | Was 
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was not much inhabited) Long-Iſland, Rhode-Iſland, 
and New-England, and ſeveral of the iſlands, as 
Antigua, Nevis, and Barbadoes. 

In her journey to theſe places ſhe endured many 
hardſhips and ſufferings, yet through all ſhe was 
ſupported by the power of Chriſt, whoſe peace ſhe 
felt in her foul; and on the 3d day of the fourth 
month, 1681, ſhe returned from Barbadoes to Eng- 
land, and landed at Dover; at Sandwich ſhe ex- 
horted the prieſts and people of that town, in their 
publick place of worſhip, © To forſake their vanity, 
© and to come to the ſpiritual worſhip of God;* and 


3 laid before them the danger of the one, and the 


benefit of the other. 
After her return home to England, ſhe continued 


in her diligence in the Lord's work, and care and 


ſervice in his church and among his people, to the 
end of her days. About the yearly- meeting time, 
anno 1690, ſhe went up to London to viſit friends; 
and but a few weeks before her death, by a letter, 
dated from London, ſhe ſignified to her dear friend 


| Theophila Townſend (another faithful woman-la- 


bourer in the goſpel at Cirenceſter) © That now her 


# ſervice was finiſhed;' and ſaid, © I could gladly have 


© laid down my body here among the Lord's wor- 
© thies, yet ſeeing 1t is ordered otherwiſe, I ſubmit 


| © to the will of my God, and do think to go home- 


© ward in a little time.“ She had alſo faid not long 
before, to the ſaid Theophila Townſend, being then 
with her, © That ſhe had ſome * papers which ſhe 
© defired might be made publick after her deceaſe, 
© expecting her time was not to be long in the body, 
© being well ſatisfied ſhe ſhould lay down her head 
© in peace with God, let death come when it would.“ 


* Which papers are printed, intitled, © God's Mighty Power 
© Magnified," &. | 
And 
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And according to the ſight ſhe had, the time of her 
deceaſe was near at hand, for ſhe did not live to get 
home, but coming to Reading, there ſhe fell ſick, 
and upon her dying bed ſpoke to her ſon Richard 
Vokins as followeth: Son, my weakneſs is great, 
and my pains very ſtrong ; but the Lord is large 
© In his fove to me, and good to me; he gives me 
© patience to bear my pains, which are ſtrong. Ah, 
© fon, I have learned a good leſſon, Paul's leſſon, in all 
© ſtates to be content; and now I have nothing to do 
© but to die.“ So putting forth her hand to take her 
leave of him, ſhe farther ſaid, © Son, remember the 
© Lord, and he will remember thee: my love is to 
thy wife, and to all my children.“ After a little 
ſtop, and her ſpeech low, ſhe ſpoke theſe words again, 
© He will remember you; be you faithful to him, 
* and he will bleſs you, and you ſhall be bleſſed.” 
She departed this life the 22d of the fifth month, 
1690, having finiſhed her courſe, and kept the faith. 


OBERT LODGE, of the county of York, 

was convinced of truth in the year 1660, and 
was a faithful miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, and a valiant 
ſufferer for the teſtimony of a good conſcience. He 


travelled in the work of the goſpel, both in this na- 


tion and in Ireland, and turned many to righteouſneſs, 
and did build up many in the moſt holy faith: He 
was not only a planter, but a waterer in the vine- 
yard, a ſon of conſolation indeed. 4 

+ The time of his ſickneſs was but ſhort; a friend 
viſiting him, he gave ſome account of his infirmi- 
ties, and queſtioned his recovery: but he ſaid, © I he 
© Lord knows my heart, that I have ſeryed him; and 
| | of 
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© it hath been of more account to me, the gaining of 
„one ſoul, than all my labours and travels.“ The 
friend going again the next day, and ſ-eing him near 
his end, was ſorrowful; to whom he ſaid, © What, 
ve muſt meet again, we muſt meet again in eter- 
< nity:* another friend taking leave of him, he called 
him by his name, and ſaid, © It is well with me, and 
I have no diſturbance in my mind. The Lord 
© knows I was never commiſſioned to go any way, 
© or to do any thing, but I have willingly anſwered 
© him; and the Lord, who hath been my rock and 
refuge, my ſhield and buckler, and a ſanctuary to 
me, hath been with me all along to this very 
day.“ He ſpoke much more in praiſes to the 
Lord for his many deliverances, praying © for the 
© continuance of God's life and love to his whole 
heritage.“ After which he ſpoke little, but, "That 
© all was well with him;' and faid, © Blefſed be God, 
I have heavenly peace;* and ſo fell into a ſweet 
ſleep, and went away, being on the 15th of the 
ſeventh month, 1690. e 


PLD BURNYEAT was born in the pariſh of 


Lowſwater in the county of Cumberland, about 


the year 1631: and when it pleaſed God to ſend 
his faithful ſervant George Fox, with other of the 
the meſſengers of the goſpel of peace and ſalvation, 


to proclaim the day of the Lord in the county of 
Cumberland, and north parts of England, this ſer- 


vant of Chriſt was one that received their teſtimony, 
in the year 1653, when he was about 22 years of 


age: and through his waiting in the light of Chriſt 


Jeſus, unto which he was turned, he was brought 
| | into 
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into deep judgment, and gr:at tribulation of ſoul 
(ſuch as he had not known in all his profeſſion of 
religion) and by this light of Chriſt were manifeſted 
all the reproved things; thus he came to ſee the 
body of death, and power of fin which had reigned in 
him, And felt the guilt thereof upon his conſcience, 
ſo that he did poſſeſs the fins of his youth : © Then,” 
© ſaid he, I ſaw that I had need of a Saviour to ſave 
© from ſin, as well as the blood of a ſacrificed Chriſt 
to blot out fin, and faith in his name for the re- 
miſſion of ſins ; and ſo being given up to bear the 
indignation of the Lord becauſe of ſin, and wait 
till the indignation ſhould be over, and the Lord 
in mercy would blot out the guilt that remained 
© (which was the cauſe of wrath) and ſprinkle my 
c heart from an evil conſcience, and waſh our 
© bodies with pure water, that we might draw 
© near to him with a true heart in the full aſſur- 
© ance of faith, as the Chriſtians of old did, Heb, 
&. 2. 

Thus did this ſervant of the Lord, with many 
more in the beginning, receive the truth (as more 
at large may be ſeen in the journal of his life) in 
much fear and trembling, meeting often together. 
And great was the dread and glory of that power, 
which in one meeting after another was richly 
manifeſted amongſt them, to the breaking and 
melting many hearts before the Lord. Thus, being 
taught of the Lord, according to Iſaiah liv. 13. 
John vi. 45. they became able miniſters of the 
goſpel, and inſtructors. of the ignorant in the way 
of truth. Fete 

After four years waiting, moſtly in ſilence, he 
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appeared in a publick teſtimony, being at firſt con- 


cerned to go to divers publick places of worſhip, 
reproving both prieſts and people for their deadneſs 
and formality of worſhip, for which he endured fore 
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Heating with their ſtaves and bibles, &c. and im- 
priſonment in Carliſle gaol, where he ſuffered 23 
weeks impriſonment for ſpeaking to one Denton a 
prieſt at Briggham. | 

After he was at liberty, he went into Scotland in 
the year 1658, where he ſpent three months, travel- 
ling both north and weſt: his work was to call people 
to repentance, from their lifeleſs hypocritical pro- 
feflion, and dead formalities, and to turn to the true 
light of Chriſt Jeſus in their hearts, that therein the 
might come to know the power of God and the re- 
miſſion of ſins. 27 5 55 

In. the year 1659, he went into Ireland, and 
preached the truth in many. parts of that nation: 
and about the ſeventh month following, meeting with 
Robert Lodge, a miniſter concerned in the fame 
work, he joined with him, and they laboured to- 
wether in that nation for about twelve months, in 
the work of the goſpel, and returned to Cumberland 
in the ſeventh month, 1660. 

In the year 1662 he travelled to London, where 
he met with George Fox, Richard Hubberthorne, 
and Edward Burrough; and in his returning home 
through Yorkſhire, at Rippon he was committed to 
priſon, and kept. fourteen weeks, for viſiting the 
friends who were priſoners there. 

After he was diſcharged of that impriſonment he 
returned home, where he abode, except at times 
viſiting friends in the adjacent counties, till the 
beginning of ſummer in 1664, when he took ſhip- 
ping again for Ireland, and viſited moſt of the meet- 
ings in that nation: from thence he 'embarked for 
Barbadoes, in order to perform his journey into Ame- 
rica, which had lain before him br four years; and 
from Galway he arrived at Barbadoes, after a paſ- 
ſage of ſeven weeks, and ſtayed three or four months 
there, and had great ſervice, and much exerciſe alfo, 
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occaſioned by the imaginations of John Parrot, and 
that fleſhly liberty he had led many into, not only 
there, but in Virginia and other places : from Bar- 
badges he went to Maryland about the ſecond 
month, 1665, and afterwards to Virginia, labouring 
in the work of the goſpel: in the fourth month, 
1666, he came to New-York, ſo to Rhode-Ifland, 


New-England, and Long-Iſland, till the ſecond 


month, 1667, at which time he went again to 
Barbadoes, and ſpent that ſummer there; and in 
the ſeventh month of the ſame year, he failed from 
thence, and arrived at Milford-haven in Wales, 
and laboured much in the goſpel in this nation, from 
the time of his arrival from America, till the latter 
end of the year 1669, when he went over and did 
ſpend that winter among friends in Ireland, and re- 
turned to London in the year 1670, 

In the fifth month, 1670, he embarked for Bar- 
badoes again, in company with William Simpſon, 
who died in peace with the Lord in that iſland ; 
from thence he went to New-York, Long-Iſland, 
Rhode-Iſland, and New-England, and afterwards 


to Virginia and Maryland, where he met George 


Fox and ſeveral brethren juſt come from Jamaica; 
afterwards, having ſpent much time and labour up 
and down in America, till the 25th of the ſecond 
month, 167 3, they came from the Capes of Virginia, 
and arrived at Galway in Ireland, the 24th of the 
third month, and from «thence they came to the 
yearly-meeting at London in 1674. 

From that time he continued in this nation, la- 
bouring among the churches until the eighth month, 
1681, when he went to Ircland again, and tarried 
there till the ſixth month, 1684, then he came into 
Cumberland, and ſo to Scotland, and into the north 
parts of England, again viſiting the meetings of 


friends, and fo returned to Ireland the 25th of — 
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firſt month, 1685, where he tarried till the time of 
his deceaſe. 

In the latter part of his life he had ſome inten- 
tions to go for England about the year 1688, but 
ſeeing the troubles and wars in Ireland coming on, 
and that many afflictions would attend friends in 
that nation; and people being poſſeſſed with fears, 
fled for England; but our dear friend, though he 
had opportunity, had no freedom to go, but gave 
himſelf up to ſtay with friends there, and bear a part 
of the ſufferings that might attend them; in which 
time he was a precious inſtrument in the Lord's 
hand, able and ſkilful in the miniſtry, for the com- 
forting of his people; for he was a cheerful en- 
courager of them, a dear friend and true brother, a 
diligent overſeer, and tender father; a perfect and 
upright man in his day; having been at a pro- 
vince- meeting at Roſean-Allies, where he bore a 
living teſtimony to the comfort of friends; he went 
from thence to Montrath and Balinakill, and ſo to 
a monthly-meeting at New-Garden; after which. 


he came home with John Watſon, and feeling him- 


ſelf not well, took his bed, and was viſited with a 
fever, and continued lick twelve days; in all which 
time he was preſerved in his ſenſes, and in a ſweet 
frame of ſpirit; he often ſaid, He was finely at eaſe, 
and quiet in his fpirit, and the Lord did attend him 


with his heavenly power and preſence.” 


So he peaceably departed this life on the 11th day 
of the ſeventh month, 1690, and was decently buried 


at New-Garden the 14th of the ſame. 


Convinced at the age of 22 
A labourer in the goſpel 33 years. 
a 


His writings were printed in one volume quarto, 
1691, entitled, Truth Exalted, &c. 
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Of RokERT BARCLAx, of Urie in Scotland. 


HIS worthy man of God, whoſe character is 
written for the example and encouragement 
of ſuch who may receive the eternal truth, in which 
he lived and died, and likewiſe for a teſtimony to 
the power and goodneſs of God, in raiſing him up 
to his church, and to his laſting memorial in the 


churches of Chriſt. He was the ſon of Colonel 


David Barclay, deſcended of the Barclays of Mathers, 
in the kingdom of Scotland, an ancient and honour - 
able family among men, and of Katherine Gordon, 
from the Gordons of the houſe of the Duke of Gor- 
don. He was born at Edinburgh in 1648, educated in 
France, and had the advantage of that tongue, as 
well as the Latin; he returned to Scotland about 
1664, being 16 years of age, where by the example 
and inſtruction of his honeſt and worthy father, that 
in his abſence had received the everlaſting truth, he 
came to ſee and taſte an excellency in it, and was 
convinced thereof about the- year 1667, and publick- 
ty owned the teſtimony of the true light, enlighten- 
ing every man. He came early forth a zealous and 
fervent witneſs for it, enduring the croſs, and deſpiſing 
the ſhame that attended his diſcipleſhip, and received 
the gift of the miniſtry, in which he- laboured to 
bring others to God, and his labour was not in 
vain in the Lord. He was much exerciſed in con- 
troverſy, from the many contradictions that fell upon 
truth, and upon him for its ſake, in his own coun- 
try chiefly; in which he ever acquitted himſelf with 
honour, particularly by his Apology for the Chriſtian 
Divinity profeſſed by the people called Quakers, 
which contains a collection of our principles, il- 
luſtrated and confirmed, with many authorities: he 
wrote divers other books which are printed, - 

| VS 


ZU hee Won 


PIETY PROMOTED. 1385 


have been of good ſervice to the truth and church 


of God. He travelled often in Scotland, and Eng- 
land, and alſo in Holland and Germany, to ſpread 


the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He loved the 


truth, and the way of God, as revealed among the 
people called Quakers, above all the world, and was 
not aſhamed of it before men, but bold and able in 
maintaining it, ſound in judgment, ſtrong in argu- 
ment, cheerful in travels and ſufferings, of a pleaſant 
diſpoſition, yet ſolid and plain, and exemplary in his 


converſation; he was a learned man, a good Chriſ- 


tian, an able miniſter, a dutiful ſon, a loving huſband, 
a tender and careful father, an eaſy maſter, and a 
good and kind neighbour and friend: theſe eminent 
qualities in one who had employed them fo ſervice- 


ably, and that had not lived much above half the 


life of a man (having outlived his father but four 
vears, and died at leaſt thirty years ſhort of his age), 
aggravates the loſs of him. | 

His ſickneſs was ſhort: our friend James Dicken- 
ſon, of Cumberland, in his travel into that nation, 
viſiting him when on his death bed, as he fat b 
him, the Lord's power and preſence bowed their 
hearts together, and Robert Barclay was ſweetly 
melted in the ſenſe of God's love, and with tears 
expreſled his love to all faithful brethren in England, 
who keep their integrity to the truth; and added, 
Remember my love to friends in Cumberland, 
and at Swarthmore, and to dear George, meaning 


George Fox, and to all the faithful every where; 
and ſaid, God is good ſtill, and though I am under 


great weight of ſickneſs and weakneſs as to my 
© body, yet my peace flows, and this I know, what- 
ever exerciſes may be permitted to come upon me, 
it ſhall tend to God's glory, and my ſalvation, and 
in that J reſt.” 

1 He 
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He died at his. own houſe at Urie in Scotland, the 
third day of the eighth month, 1690, leaving behind 
him ſeven children, four ſons and three daughters. 


He was born — — — — 1648 
Convinced of truth — — —— 1667 
Wrote his firſt book for truth  — 1670 
And his notable Apology, in and about the ; oy 

27th year of his age — —— 75 


He died in the forty-ſecond * year of his age. 
A collection of his writings in one volume folio, 


was publiſhed, 1692. 


EORGE FOX was born in the fifth month, 
1624, at Drayton in Leiceſterſhire: At elevert 
years of age he knew purity and holineſs; in the 
19th year of his age, in the year 1643, he left all, 
and travelled up and down the nation, viſiting many 
people who were ſeeking the Lord, until the year 
1646, at which time he entered into his more pub- 
lick miniſtry; for he was ſent of God, as the apoſtles 
were in the primitive times, to turn people from 
darkneſs to fight, directing all to mind the light of 
Chriſt Jeſus in their own hearts, In the year 1648, 
ſeveral mectings of friends were gathered to God's 
teaching through his miniſtry ; in which miniſtry 
he faithfully laboured forty- four years, through much 
ſufferings and many perils of various forts, as by the 
journal of his life doth largely appear. 

God gave him length of days, ſo that he ſaw his 
children in the faith, unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration, to a great increaſe. And great was his care 
for the preſervation of thoſe who had received truth, 

that 
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that they might walk in the ſame; and to that end 
he gave forth many faithful epiſtles, and good exhor- 
tation and advice, for good order and diſcipline in 
the church of Chriſt, f 

He, preached the goſpel effectually but two days 
before he died, viz. on the 11th of the eleventh 
month, 1690, at Gracechurch-ſtreet meetinghouſe 
in London. After meeting he ſaid, J am glad 1 
© was here; now I am clear, I am fully clear.“ He 
was the ſame day taken ill, and continued weak in 
body for two days, at the houfe of Henry Goldney 
in White-Hart-Court in Gracechurch-ſtreet, and 
lay ih much contentedneſs and peace to the end, be- 
ing very ſenſible; in which time he mentioned divers 
friends, and ſent for ſome in particular, to whom he 
expreſſed his mind for ſpreading truth and friends 
books in the world; ſaying alſo to ſome friends, 
All is well, and the ſeed of God reigns over all, 
and over death itfelf; though I am weak in body, 
yet the power of the Lord is over all, and over all 
© diſorderly ſpirits; theſe were his wonted ſenſible 
expreſſions, being in the living faith and ſenſe there- 
of, which he kept to the end, | 

On the 13th. of the eleventh month, 1690, he 
quietly departed this life in peace, about the tenth 
hour in the night: ſo he ended his days in a faithful 
teſtimony, in perfect love and unity with his bre- 
thren, being about the 67th year of his age. | 

He was concerned in the publication of many final 
tracts, and ſome volumes of a larger ſize, upon re- 
ligious fubjects, in his lifetime. After his deceaſe, 
in 1694, was publiſhed, © A Journal or Hiſtorical 
Account of his Life, Travels, Chriſtian Experiences, 
© and Labour of Love in the Work of the Miniſtry: 
© with a Preface.* By W. Penn, in one volume 
folio. And in the year 1698, was publiſhed, * A 
Collection of many Chriſtian Epiſtles, Letters, and 

s Teſtimonies,* 
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© Teſtimonies, written by that eminent Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, G. Fox,“ in folio. And in 1706, a 
large collection of his writings was publiſhed, in a 
folio volume, entitled, Goſpel Truth demonſtrated.” 


— 


AMES MARTYN, born at Eaſt- Acton in the 
county of Middleſex, in the year 1646, was con- 
vinced of truth, 1672. He was a man whoſe con- 
verſation adorned the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, which 
he preached, and faithfully and zealouſly laboured to 
ſpread the truth abroad; on which account he tra- 
velled in America as well as in England. The firſt 
time he went to America was in 1682, and returned 
into England in the beginning of 1684; he went 
over into America a ſecond time in 1685, and re- 
turned again in the latter part of 1687 : after which 
he continued labouring in the miniſtry, according to 
the gift of Chriſt received. 8 
He was a weakly man in body, and being taken 
ſick when he was abroad on a journey in Eſſex, and 
near his end, he ſaid as followeth: Good is the 
© Lord, great is his work which he hath wrought in 
© the hearts of his people, to whom he hath given 
power to follow him faithfully in the regeneration, 
© through great tribulations, and hath made their 
© garments white in the blood of the Lamb, who 
© hath cleanſed and redeemed them from the vain 
© converſation of the world: ſo that the image of the 
« earthly is done away, and the image of the heavenly 
© is born: and their converſation ſand treaſure is in 
© heaven, and it is their hearts delight to be there 
© alſo.* In which blefled work this dear fervant of 


the Lord made a good progreſs, even to the — 
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j of his courſe with joy; and he received witneſs in 
, himſelf that he pleaſed God to his great conſolation. N 
. In the time of his ſickneſs he had free acceſs to | 
| the Lord, who was pleaſed to give him the returns 
of his divine love and life, to the overcoming of his | 
heart and ſoul, and comfort of them who were with 
him. O! the heart-breaking power that attended 
him night and day, which cauſed him to ſing forth 
| praiſes to the God of his life. He often ſaid, 
2 W + Oh! precious it is to dwell low with the Lord 
p © not to afpire too high, but to keep in the low 
uf © valley, where the ſtreams of life flow freely.“ 
11 Again he ſaid, Oh my dear God, how good art 
0 thou to me! thy goodneſs breaks my heart! 
ond * my dear Father, I have loved thee ever ſince I 
ſt © knew thee ! I have followed thee faithfully ever 
d © ſince I did know thy truth] thou bleſſed God ! let 
it © all that is within me praiſe thy name] thou haſt 
5 given me a good reward | death is ſwallowed up of 
h life: thou haſt given me victory over the grave, 
0 my ſoul longs to be with thee;' with much more, 
| even continually praiſing the Lord, and rejoicing in 
n his mercy; admoniſhing friends who viſited him, 
d to live in the life of their profeſſion; ſaying, © For a 
= « profeſſion without life will ſtand none in ſtead when 
in © they come to die: it is a dreadful condition to fee 
n © death approaching, and the terrors of God lie upon 
Ny © the conſcience for difobedience. Oh it is a bleſſed 
AF thing, when death approaches, to know peace and 
10 © conſolation with the Lord, and an anſwer of © well 
in « done.“ He afterwards ſaid, Oh what a bleſſed 
he © thing it is to feel life. Friends, life is that which 
ly will make your hearts glad.“ When his ſpeech was 
in almoſt gone, thoſe about him could many times hear 
re him ſay, My ſoul praiſes the Lord, my ſoul is glad 
of * with thy joy.“ Thus he finiſhed this life in great 
peace with the Lord, on the 3oth day of the eighth 
month, 
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month, 1691, at the houſe of John Salmon of 
Bocking, near Braintree in Eſſex, and was buried in 
friends burying-ground at Ratcliff near London, the 
3d of the ninth month following; aged 45 years. 
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ARAH BECRKWIT IH, daughter of Marmaduke 

Beckwith of Audbrough near Marſham in Y ork- 
ſhire, was from a child ſober and grave in her de- 
portment, not addicted to light and needleſs words, 
but behaved herſelf as one that was watchful leſt ſhe 
ſhould offend the Lord, or be an evil example unto 
others. She was obedient to her parents, and ten- 
derly affectionate unto others, ſincerely devoted to 
ſerve the Lord, and ſeek his kingdom and the righ- 
teouſneſs thereof : ſhe loved retirement, and when , 
buſineſs was over, would walk alone in the fields and 
other places, where ſhe ſought the Lord, and would 
fing praiſes to him, when ſhe thought no perſon ſaw 
or heard her. | 

In her ſicknefs ſhe was much troubled with ſhort- 
neſs of breath, and often prayed to the Lord, © to 
© enable her to praiſe him whilſt ſhe lived.” 

About five days before her deceaſe, having ſome 
eaſe, ſhe deſired to be raiſed up in her bed, and fpoke 
largely of the tender dealings of God with her, de- 
firing thoſe who were young, * to prize their time, 
© not knowing how few their days might be; for,” 
faid ſhe, © many are the temptations of the enemy, 
© eſpecially to youth, preſenting length of days, to 
© perſuade them, that it is ſoon enough to trouble 
© themſelves with ſuch a concern, for ſo he would 
© have perſuaded me; and many ways was I tempted, 
© which cauſed ſuch exerciſes that I was wo 

© mig 
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© nigh to deſpair; and I ſought the Lord night and 
day; no ear heard me but the Lord alone, who 
© heard my call, and afterwards gave me ſome com- 
« fortable aſſurance of my falvation : but the enem 

© hath been very buſy, and has ſorely hurried me 
© ſince the beginning of this illneſs. Afterwards ſhe 
prayed, © O Lord, give me full aſſurance of my ſal- 
vation before I depart hence! O Lord, let not m 

diſtemper overcome my ſenſes, till I come to a full 


2 * F I pray thee, let not my deſires ceaſe, 


© till thou anſwer the deſires of my heart; and let 
© nothing quench thy love.“ And the Lord anſwered 
her cries, and cauſed her cup to overflow, ſo that ſhe 

ſung heavenly praiſes to the God of her ſalvation. . 
She alſo gave tender advice to her ſiſters, and de- 
ſired them to love and fear the Lord above all, and 
keep in the truth, ſaying, Oh! preſs after it, to 
© feel the working of it in your own hearts; and 
* when you are in it, keep in it, and under the go- 
vernment of it; and heed not to deck yourſelves, 
© but be meek and low; none ought to pride them- 
© ſelves in any endowment, either beauty, or any 
© other thing; becauſe it is not their's, but the Lord's 
© who gave it them, and can take it away when he 
< pleaſeth, ſaying, What is all now to me? She 
alſo ſpoke of the condition of ſome who were grown 
careleſs, and were got into liberty; © Such' ſaid ſhe, 
© are ill examples to thoſe that are coming up: and 
ſaid, There were many who profeſſed truth, that 
© knew little what truth is: that it did not conſiſt 
only in coming to meetings, and wearing plain 
© apparel, and the like, unleſs they come to feel the 
© operation of truth in their own hearts; for all ſuch 
© outward appearances will ſtand in no ſtead, without 
© the love of God be inwardly felt and enjoyed. It 
© is an eaſy thing to come to meetings; and ſome 
© are ready to think, that doing ſo, and behaving 
© themſelves 


A 
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< themſelves ſoberly, is ſufficient ; but the Lord ſeeth 
© at all times, and he will have no ſuch mockery. I 
© bleſs God, I have not been guilty of ſeeming what 
© ] was not.” 

Her love was great to faithful friends, and ſhe 
much deſired their company, and wonderfully prized 
the love and mercies of God, faying, It is not for 
| © my deſerts, for I had nothing to engage the Lord 
| © with, but it is his free love to me.“ She further 
| ſaid, There was man's righteouſneſs, and the 
c righteouſneſs of God; but man's righteouſneſs 
© muſt be rent off, and man covered with the righ- 
© teouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus, who ſaid, © J lead in the 
« way of righteouſneſs, in the midſt of the paths of 
« judgment, that I may cauſe thoſe that love me to 
ce inherit ſubſtance.” And ſpeaking of the way of 
truth, ſhe ſaid, © It is a ſtrait and narrow way, and 


Ln — — — — „ 


oo ni 


- 


| © not to be kept in without a daily watch; but N 
| © although a ſtrait way, yet it is a pleaſant path, and v 
| c delightfome. Oh! here is peace in abundance ; it p. 
© is ſo ſweet, I. could delight always to enjoy it, and al 
to live therein; gold is not worthy to be compared in 
| © to it.“ She thus continued, taken up with heavenly m 
| thoughts, ſaying, Lord, give me fully to drink of Jo 
| © the well of water that is within the gate, for thou m 
| © haſt raiſed my heart, and I am overcome with thy bl 
| © love: Ol! I long, I long. O Lord, open thou the lo 
| < windows of heaven, and pour of thy bleſſings into in 
| my ſoul, until there be no room to receive, that J 
| © may bleſs and praiſe thy name.” tr: 
| Her end drawing near, ſhe prayed the Lord to give in 
| her an eaſy paſſage; and taking leave of her ſiſter gr 
| Hannah, ſhe ſaid, Dear ſiſter, thou haſt been near his 
| © and dear to me, and careful of me, the Lord re- be 
| © quite thee, and be near to thee when thou comeſt to 
< to lie on thy dying bed.“ So, near morning, her FI 
diſtemper growing upon her, ſhe ſaid, I am as Cf 


ſenſible 
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© ſenſible as any of you, and I am well content to 
© die; I have no doubt of my falvation:* with man 
more good expreſſions, which could not be perfectly 
underſtood, her voice being low; but ſhe was ſenſible 
to the laſt, ſaying within a very little time of drawing 
her laſt breath, © Lord, take me away; Lord, take 
me away :* and preſently after ſhe gently and com- 
fortably paſſed out of this world, to live for ever in 
the world which hath no end. 

She departed this life the 24th of the ninth month, 
1691, about the 20th year of her age. 


—ñ— ̃——— . 


TEPHEN CRISP, of Colcheſter in Eſſex, 
received the bleſſed truth about the year 1655, 
when he was about 27 years of age. He was a 


preacher of the everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus 
about thirty-five years; and in that ſervice travelled 


in many parts of England, Scotland, Holland, Ger- 


many, and the low countries, (as by the printed 


journal of his life more largely appears) and endured 
many hardſhips for his faithful teſtimony to the 


bleſſed truth. He was greatly capable, through his 
long experience, to adviſe and give counſel to perſons 
in all conditions. | 3 
In the latter part of his days he was unable to 
travel much, yet was diligent in preaching the goſpel 
in Colcheſter and London. He lay ſome time under 
great exerciſe and weakneſs, occaſioned by a ſtone in 
his bladder; and about four days before he died, 
being under much bodily weakneſs and pain, he ſaid 
to George Whitehead, who came to viſit him, I fee 
© an end of mortality, yet cannot come at it: I de- 
© fire the Lord to deliver me out of this troubleſome 
Vor. I. P and 
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© and painful body; if he will but ſay the word, it 


© is done: there is no cloud in my way; I have a 
© full aſſurance of my peace with God in Chriſt 
© Jeſus; my integrity and uprightneſs of heart is 
© known to the Lord, and I have peace and juſtifica- 
£ tion in Chriſt Jeſus, who made me ſo;' (that is, 
upright to God). He deſired his love to all the 
faithful in the church of God. To another friend 
he ſaid, © I have fought the good fight of faith, and 
have run my courſe, and am waiting for the crown 
© of life that is laid up for me.* And to another 
friend that viſited him, he ſaid, © Serve the truth for 
< the ſimple truth's ſake, and it will preſerve thee to 
the end, as it hath done me.“ In his great pain of 
body, feeling the word of patience to ſupport him, he 
ſaid to the friends watching with him, Grow in the 


word of patience, that it may keep you alſo in the 


© time of need.“ The day before he died, he ſaid, 
I hope I am gathering.“ George Whitehead, near 
parting from him, ſaid, Dear Stephen, wouldeſt 
< thou have any thing to friends?“ After ſome pauſe 
he gave this anſwer, Remember my dear love in 
£ Chriſt Jeſus to all.” And on the 28th day of the 
ſixth month, 1692, he died in the Lord, at Wandſ- 
worth, near London, in the 64th year of his age. 
About two years after his death was publiſhed a 
collection of his writings, in one volume quarto, 


which contains an account of his life, &c, 


— .... — 


LIZAB ETH WHID DON, wife of Henry 
Whiddon, of Cork in Ireland. She was from 

her childhood given to ſobriety, and was a woman of 
an exemplary life and converſation. She was called 
of the Lord to give teſtimony to his name and truth, 


though ſhe was backward and unwilling to be con- 
cerned 
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cerned in ſo weighty a work, yet afterwards grew 
more ſtrong, and did declare of the wonderful things 
of God. In the time of her ſickneſs ſhe enjoyed 
great refreſhment from the preſence of the Lord, 
which did tender the hearts of friends preſent, and 
cauſed her to praiſe and magnify the God of her ſal- 
vation. Her brother Joſeph Pike viſiting her one 
morning, inquiring how ſhe did, ſhe ſaid, Oh! 
dear brother, though I have not flept all this night, _ 
yet I am as one that wants it not; though my body. 
is extraordinary weak, yet I am ſtrong, the power 
of the Lord carrying me over all weakneſs ; but 
© above all, the Lord ſaid this night to me, in the 
© powerful and freſh openings of life, Thou ſhalt 
« praiſe me in the heavens ;** which hath ſo over- 
© come my ſoul, and raiſed my ſpirits, that Fam as 
one that wants no ſleep, or ſenſible of pain or 
« weaknels:* and ſo went on in praiſing and magni- 
fying the Lord, with many good. expreſſions that 
cannot well be remembered. About a day before ſhe 
died, obſerving her ſiſter Elizabeth Allen to weepy, 
ſhe looking upon her with a compoſed countenance, 
ſaid, © Siſter, why doſt thou weep?* She anſwered, 
being unwilling to part with her, Oh! I ſhall go to 
C 3 joy and felicity, where I ſhall be at 
w reſt,” 7 
She departed this life the 23d of the fifth month, 
1693, to receive the recompenſe of reward, even a 


crown eternal, of which ſhe had received before= 
hand a full aſſurance. 


ARAH BROWN, wife of Captain Brown of 

Leiceſterſhire, and mother to Samuel Brown, 

phyſician in the town of Leiceſter, was one who did 

in her young years fervently and ſincerely ſeek the 

Lord, and frequented = blies of the beſt w_ 
2 0 
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of people in that day, called Puritans ; afterwards 
the joined herſelf to the Baptiſts, among whom ſhe 
walked inoffenſively, | 

But when it pleaſed God to raiſe up his people 
called Quakers, in the northern parts of this nation, 
and gave ſome of them commiſhon to publiſh the 
way of life and ſalvation, ſhe received their teſtimony 
with great joy #nd thankfulneſs to the Lord, and was 
a nurſing- mother among that people. And her huſ- 
band, at her requeſt, gave up his houſe for friends to 
keep meetings in, (even at the breaking forth of 
truth in that day) and ſhe counted nothing too dear 
to part with for truth's ſake. She-was a good ex- 
ample in converſation, in temperance, in meeknels, 
and chaſtity, towards thoſe with whom ſhe was con- 
cerned: a faithful wife, and a tender mother ; a lov- 
ing relation, and a good neighbour and firm friend: 
ſhe had a word of comfort in due ſeaſon to many 
when in afflictions: ſhe loved to viſit the widow and 
the fatherleſs; the priſoners and the houſe of mourn- 
ing, and to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, 
and to waſh the ſaints feet. She ſuffered impriſonment, 
and ſpoiling of goods, for the truth's ſake, counting 
all as droſs and dung that ſhe might win Chriſt. 

When death came, ſhe received it with contented- 
neſs, being given up to God's good will and pleaſure. 


A friend viſiting her in her laſt ſickneſs, ſaid to 


her, The Lord hath ſent his meſſenger,” (meaning 
that her end was at hand) ſhe made anſwer, © He is 
.. © come;* and deſired the Lord to give her an eaſy 
paſſage. She was firſt taken ill with a violent pain 
in her legs, and her fon Samuel Brown being pre- 
ſently called, ſhe prayed to the Lord to mitigate the 
violence of her pain, and to give her ſtrength to 
bear his hand with patience. Her ſon was much 
grieved for her, which ſhe perceiving, ſaid, Child, 
do not do ſo; rejoice and be glad, for thou haſt no 
© other cauſe z thou haſt been a dutiful and _— 
. © {air 


or Sir William Springet of 
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© ſon to me, even to the full. The Lord anſwered 
her prayer, and in a ſhort time took away the violence 
of her pain; and ſhe praiſed the Lord and bleſſed his 
name for his mercies and goodneſs ; ſpeaking of his 
great mercy and favour to her al] her life long, to 
the great comfort of her children about her, and 
bleſſed her fon, ſaying, © The Lord bleſs thee and 
© thine, for thy love and duty to me; for I do rejoice 
that thou waſt born unto me.“ Alſo to her ſon's 
wife ſhe ſaid, © Daughter, thou didſt promiſe to take 
© care of me when weakneſs ſhould approach ; and 
© now thou art as good as thy word: the Lord bleſs 
© thee and thine for all your love to me.“ And in 
the ſenſe of the love of the Lord to her ſhe prayed, 
O Lord, guide thy poor handmaid into thy ever- 
© laſting kingdom, where I may ting hallelujahs to 
© thee for ever.“ 

She gave order, two days before her departure, 
(being fick but ſix days) to be buried at Leiceſter by 
her grandchildren; and ſo died in a good old age, 
at her ſon, Samuel Brown's at Leiceſter, on the 3oth 
of the ninth month, 1693, aged 83 years. 


ULIELMA MARIA PENN, wife of 
William Penn of Pennſylvania, and daughter 
Bafin Her illneſs 

continued eight months upon her, in which time ſhe 
uttered many living and weighty expreſſions upon 
divers occaſions, both before and near her end. At 
one of the meetings held in her chamber, only her 
huſband and children, and one of the ſervants being 


* pare, not knowing what hour, or watch, the Lord 
* cometh. O] am full of matter |. Shall we receive 
© good, and ſhall we not receive evil at the hands of 

| 1 | © the 


preſent, in a living power ſhe ſaid, © Let us all pre- 
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© the Lord? I have caſt my care upon the Lord, he 
is the phyſician of value; my expectation is wholly 
from him; he can raiſe up, and he can caſt down.“ 
A while after ſhe ſaid, O what ſhall be done to the 
© unprofitable ſervant?” At another meeting, before 
which much heavineſs ſeemed to lie upon her natural 
ſpirits, ſhe ſaid, © This has been a precious oppor- 
tunity to me, I am finely relieved and comforted, 
© blefled be the Lord. At another time, her huſ- 
band ſpeaking to her of the peace of well-doing, 
the replied to him, © I never did, to my knowledge, 
© a wicked thing in all my life.“ To a friend, aged 
75 years, that came to ſee her, ſhe ſaid, © Thou and 
© I, to all appearance, are near our end.“ And to 
another, about 65 years old, who came alſo to fee 
| her, ſhe ſaid, How much older has th? Lord made 
© me by this weakneſs than thou art? but I am con- 
tent, I do not murmur, I ſubmit to his holy will.” 
In the heighth of her ſickneſs ſhe ſaid, © It js the 
great goodneſs of the Lord that IL ſhould be able to 
lie thus ſtill; he is the phyſician of value to me, 
I can ſay; let my tongue ſet forth his praiſe, and 
* my ſpirit magnify him whilſt I have breath: O! I 
© am ready to be tranſported beyond my {trength. 
© God was not in the thunder, nor in the lightning; 
© but he was heard in the {till ſmall voice.“ She 
called the children one day, when very weak, and 
faid, © Be not frighted children, I do not call you to 
take my leave of you, but to ſee you; and would 
© have you walk in the fear of the Lord, and with 
© his people in his holy truth.“ Speaking another 
time folemnly to her children, ſhe ſaid, I never 
© delired any great things for you, but that you may 
© fear the Lord, and walk in his truth among his 
people, to the end of your days.” 

About three hours before her end, a relation taking 
leave of her, ſhe ſaid, I have caſt my care upon 
the Lord; my dear love to. all friends.“ And 

"ih pts lifting 
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liſting up her hands and eyes, prayed to the Lord to 
preſerve them, and bleſs them. About an hour after, 
cauſing all to withdraw, in this time ſhe took her 
leave of her huſband, ſaying all that was fit upon 
that ſolemn occaſion. She continued ſenſible, and 
eat ſomething about an hour before her departure, at 
which time her children, and molt of the family be- 
ing preſent, ſhe quietly expired in her huſband's arms, 
with a ſenſible and devout reſignation of her ſoul to 
Almighty God, on the 23d of the twelfth month, 
1693, in the 50th year of her age. 


ATRICE LIVINGSTON was born in the 
year 1634, near Montroſe in Scotland. He 
received the bleſſed truth about the year 1659, and 
travelled much in the ſervice thereof, bearing a faith- 
ful teſtimony to the ſame for above thirty years, in 
many parts of England and Ireland, and moſt places 
in Scotland, where he was made a good inſtrument 
in convincing and gathering many to the knowledge 
of the inward appearance of Chriſt Jeſus, particu- 
larly -the meeting ſettled at Kinmuck in Aberdeen 
county, (the largeſt meeting in that nation) in which 
county he patiently endured ſeveral years cloſe im- 
priſonment in Aberdeen, for his faithful teſtimony to 
the truth, viz. from the year 1676 to 1679; and he 
likewiſe bore a faithful teſtimony for truth, by im- 
prilonment in Newgate in London for a conſiderable 
time, about the year 1684; and valiant he was for 
the truth, eſpecially in times of perſecution; good 
ſoldier-like, he never turned his back in the day of 
battle, but through the ſtrength of the Lord was ſtill 
amongſt the firſt in ſuffering, being fervent and 
zealous for the cauſe of truth and honour of God, 
io that his perſecutors were ſenſible that he was a 

| | ſtrengthening = 
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concord, and unity together, 
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ſtrengthening to his brethren in priſon ; and there. 
fore, that it might not be ſo, they would ſeveral times 
let him go, or miſs ſome meeting he was known to 
be at. He was true to his brethren in their afflic- 


200 


tions, and would not leave them till he ſaw an end to 


that perſecution in Scotland in the year 1679; and 
from that time no friend was impriſoned for ſeveral 

ears in that city. After H hich he returned into 
e his dear wife, who at that time dwelt in 
Nottingham; but in his latter years, he, with his 
family, lived in London. He continued to the end a 
diligent labourer in the Lord's vineyard, ſeveral times 
viſiting his native country of Scotland; and the year 
before he died, viz. 1693, he did again viſit his 
brethren there, and was attended with a plentiful 
meaſure of the Lord's power and preſence, all the 


time he was among them, though weak in body. 


After his return home, he grew weaker, until he 
departed this life on the 15th of the fourth month, 
1694, at the houſe of John Kirton in Kenſington, 
near London, being removed thither for the benefit 
of the air, where ſeveral friends were preſent wit- 
neſſes to the following heavenly expreſſions, viz. 
The day before his departure he ſaid, © I am in 
© unity with all faithful friends, and in love to all 
© men.“ About an hour before his departure, he 
ſaid, « O Father! O Father!* After this, men- 
tioning his weakneſs of body, as if he deſired more 
ſtrength to utter what was in his mind, he faid, 
© Let life reach unto all here.“ And pulling off his 
nightcap with his own hand, about half an hour be- 
fore he was removed hence, he ſaid, < Bleſſed, praiſed, 
© magnified, and exalted, be the mighty, powerful, 
great and everlaſting name of the Lord God for 
© evermore. Oh! that thy life may ariſe in full 
© dominion over all, and that friends may feel it ſo in 
call their aſſemblies; that they may be kept in love, 
od ſhew it forth in 
© word, 
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© word, work, teſtimony, life, and converſation unto 
© all ;* adding, © Life being over all: here we have 
= < all we need, and here there is a lying down in true 
= © ſubmiſſion to the will of the Lord, and laying down 
= © our heads in peace and reſt with him for evermore:? - 
which laſt words he repeated twice, and ſaid, © Here 
is victory over death, hell, and the grave, and reſt- 
© ing in peace with the Lord for evermore.” 


He died the 15th of the fourth month, 1694, about 


the Goth year of his age. 


ILLIAM WALEER, an inhabitant of 
/ Pennſylvania, but born in Yorkſhire, was 
one who bore a living teſtimony to the truth of God 
in the aſſemblies of his people. He came over to 
viit his friends and brethren in England about the 
latter end of the year 1693, in company with other 
friends from thoſe parts, which was about the time 
George Keith came over from America. This our 
friend often expreſſed his great forrow for George 
Keith, and the ſore exerciſe and trouble he gave to 
friends in America, by his contention and jangling; 
and had a teſtimony againſt that ſpirit but a few days 
before he died, That God would judge it.” 

After he had viſited friends about London, he went 
into ſeveral counties, and alſo into Wales; and re- 
turned to London, in order to be at the yearly-meet- 
ing in 1694; alittle before which time he was taken 
ſick there, and endeavours were uſed for his recovery, 
but they proved unſucceſsful. In the time of his 
ſickneſs he was often filled with the love and power 
of God in his ſoul, to the comfort of thoſe preſent. 
And obſerving ſome to weep, he ſaid, « Weep not, 
dear hearts, leſt you trouble me.“ Afterwards he 
ſaid, O the 2881 of the Lord !* And lifting 
up 
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up his hands, he faid, Lord, thou art able to do 
s wonderful things! thou ſhalt be my phyſician.— 
© Oh the wonders of the Lord ! what have I ſeen of 
the tranſcendent glory! though I ſee but a little, 
« yet it is admirable glory., Again he faid, © The 
enemy would have had me let go my hold, but I 
© ſaid, I have an intereſt in thee, and J will hold 
© thee, Lord.“ Thoſe about him being deſirous he 
might recover, he ſaid, © Nay, I have no promiſe of 
© life.” Speaking of Chriſt, he ſaid, © I can ſee 
© him; his arm is open to receive me.“ After ſome 
time he ſaid, © The Lord is a phyſician indeed, a 
« phylician of value.“ Another time he ſaid, We 
© muſt all double our diligence.* And lying in a ſtill 
frame of mind, he ſang forth in ſweet melody, as 
followeth : © His compaſſion fails not ; he waits to 
© be gracious: oh the wonders of the Lord! the 
© wonders of the Lord in the deep.“ Another time 
he ſaid, My faith is ſtedfaſt in the dear Son of 
© God; that although I am under great weakneſs 


© and afflictions, yet in the ſtrength of my Father's 


© love I ſhall be enabled to ſtand againſt the miſts 
of darkneſs; the enemy would fain looſen my 
© faith : God's people are always preſerved while 
© theywait ſtill at home. O Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! J will 
© hold thee faſt ; thy compaſſion fails not. O ſweet 
Jeſus Chriſt, I have great cauſe to hold thee faſt. 
© Oh ſweeten death unto me! oh thy ſweet preſence! 
in it there is life: oh Lord, give me ſtrength; I 
will not let thee go: thou haſt regard to them that 
fear thee, thy compaſſion fails not; thou art at my 
right hand to uphold me; oh my Saviour! thou 
art at my right hand to ſave me; thy compaſſion fails 
not, O Lord. Afterwards he ſaid, oh Lord Jeſus ! 
come, ſweet Jeſus, I long for thee; now death 
is pleaſant.” 

His wife's ſiſter being by him, he ſaid, © Fear the 
Lord God.“ She lich Wouldeſt thou any thing 
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c to thy wiſe? he anſwered, © My dear and tender 
love in the Lord Jeſus unto her, and unto all m 

= < dear friends every where; and that you may double 
„your diligence to your ſoul's comfort, the days 
you have here. My dear love to our dear friends 
in America, where I have been ſweetly refreſhed, 
and had many good meetings among them.“ After 


a little repoſe, he ſaid, Oh fountain of life !' then 
© ſtopped, and thus ſpoke again, I caſt the care of my 


dear wife and children, if living, upon the Lord; 
I truſt in him.“ After ſome reſt, he ſaid, © Lord 
= © Jeſus Chriſt, come, receive my poor ſoul : come, O 
| © my ſoul's beloved! come Lord, I long for thee 
= © if there be any iniquity in me, ſearch it out. 
= Afterwards he ſaid, I feel the angel of thy preſence 
EZ © to ſurround me: come, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, come, 
receive my ſoul into thy boſom.” Again he ſaid, 
Come, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, come away, and receive 
me out of all ſorrow; come away, my Lord.“ 
After a little time he ſaid, © I feel the fountain of 
© life, my ſoul's beloved is come ;? and ſo died in 
peace with the Lord, as thoſe then preſent can teſtify, 
W that he was in a ſweet heavenly frame of ſpirit when 
= he drew his laſt breath, which was on the 12th of 
the fourth month, 1694, at the houſe of John Padley 
in Olave's pariſh, Southwark. 


— — 


HOMAS LLOYD, formerly dwelt at Mace- 
more in Montgomeryſhire in Wales ; in his 
young days he was brought up at the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, and afterwards removed with his family 
into Pennſylvania, where he was Preſident and De- 
puty-governor of that province ſeveral years; and 
in the laſt part of his time, he had his ſhare with 
other friends, in the exerciſes occaſioned through, the 
contention 
* 
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contention of George Keith with friends in that 
country. 
Being taken ſick, and near his end, he ſaid to friends 
about him, Friends, I love you all; I am going 
© from you, and I die in unity and love with all 
c faithful friends: I have fought a good fight, I have 
kept the faith, which ſtands not in the wiſdom of 
© words, but in the power of God: I have fought, 


© not for contention and ſtrife, but for the grace of 


© our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſimplicity of the 


« ooſpel: I lay down my head in peace, and defire 


you may all do ſo: Friends, farewell all.” 
He farther ſaid to Griffith Owen, a friend who 


was then intending for England, I deſire thee to . 


mind my love to friends in Old England, if thou 


c liveſt to go over to ſee them: I have lived in S$ 
© unity with them, and do end my days in unity 
© with them, and deſire the Lord to keep them 


© faithful unto the end, in the ſimplicity of the goſ- 


© pel.” After a few days ſickneſs, he departed this 
life on the 14th of the ſeventh month, in the year 
1694, aged about 45 years (leaving fix children be- 
hind him), and was buried in friends burial-ground 


in Philadelphia. 


ARY WATSON, wife of Samuel Watſon 

| of the county of York, was one who, for | 
the ſake of the bleſſed truth, denied herſelf, and was 
made willing to part with thoſe things which ſhe 
thought ſtood in her way, abhorring all manner of 


evil; ſhe was a tender nurſing-mother, exhorting, 


and building up the young in the moſt holy faith: 


though weak in body, ſhe was much given to faſt- 
ing on religious accounts, and giving of alms; 
ſpending much of her time in private retirement, 
frequent in prayer and praiſing the Lord, delighting 
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in meditations, like Mary, of whom our Lord ſaid, 
« She had choſen that good part, which ſhall not be 
« taken away from her,” Luke x. 42. Whilſt ſhe had 
ſtrength of body to go to publick meetings, ſhe had 
a word to ſpeak in ſeaſon, ſuitable to the ſtates and 
conditions of many; and alſo was inſtrumental in 
the Lord's hand, in keeping things in good order, 
relating to church affairs. | 
In the time of her weakneſs of body, ſhe was 
ſometimes under fears, concerning her great paſſage 
from mortality; but through travail of ſoul, in the 


: living faith which ſhe received of Chriſt the author 


of. it, ſhe was kept ſtedfaſt, and obtained victory, 
which God in his own time manifeſted to her ſoul. 
And afterwards ſhe made acknowledgments of the 
ſame to the refreſhment of others. 
Several weeks before her deceaſe, ſhe mentioned, 
That the work of redemption was wrought and 
completed; and all doubts and fears were re- 
© moved; and now ſhe waited to be diſſolved, and 
© to be with Chriſt that redeemed and ſanctified 
her:“ ſo that as a wiſe virgin, ſhe was prepared 
to enter into eternal joy; and was filled with praiſes 
while any ſtrength remained ; her eye was to that 
heavenly family, out of all the families of the earth, 
where the gladly defired to be rejoicing with her 
dear children and relations gone before (as her ex- 
preſſion often was.) | 5 
She had a tender regard to her offspring which ſhe 
left behind, that they might, through the grace of 
God, be gathered to Chriſt Jeſus the heavenly 
ſhepherd; with many prayers for them, and her 
cxhortation to thoſe who were with her; and alſo for 
theſe abſent, (on her dying bed) That they might 
© walk humbly before the Lord their Creator, and 
* watch againſt all the evil temptations of this 
© world, the fleſh, and the vanity and luſts thereof; 
© that no pride, vainglory, or intemperance, they 
Vor. I. Q © might 
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might be captivated with; but abiding in the holy 

fear of God, all evil would be ſuppreſſed and lain A 

upon the croſs; and humility, righteouſneſs, meek- - 
' 


[neſs of ſpirit, and holineſs, ſhould grow up in 
them, and be not only to them as a comely gar- 
ment, but as a never-failing portion.“ 
All viſible helps and outward enjoyments failing, 2 


Aa @a a a 


ſhe had the Lord for her portion, and kept in poſſeſ=- Þ* *« 
ſion of that heavenly treaſure in her ſoul, and fed e 
upon that living bread and wine of the kingdom, 
which ſhe is now in the more full enjoyment of. 1 8 
She ſpoke often of her being ſurrounded with the . 
glory of the Lamb, and was ſenſible in her expreſ- ill 
ſions to the laſt few hours; ſhe ſaid to her huſband, f12 
© Love, pray for me.“ So gave up the ghoſt in a m. 
ſweet ſtill manner, on the 2d day of the ninth month, - 
1694. b 
Wc: 
— — — — F<. 
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' A BRAHAM FULLER was convinced of the ot 
” truth in or about the year 1660, being about i 


the 41ſt year of his age; he lived moſt of his time be 
aſter his convincemeut at Lyhenſa in King's County; e 


he feared the Lord, and was a ſerviceable man on ſe- 
veral accounts in the church of Chriſt, and bore a 


teſtimony for the truth, and was a free and open- c 
hearted man to his friends, diſtributing of his ſub- ra 
ſtance unio thoſe that were in neceflity: he was . ( 
© 50 ſick about the beginning of the eighth month, 4 
1694. : 
| in the time of his ſekneſs he expreſſed his con- bet 

cern for the profpericy of truth, and ſent to ſpeak — 
with ſome that made profeſſion of it, who did not be 
walk anſwe:able chereto, and admoniſhed them to 25 
repent, ad amend their lives. He was often in his 8 


illneſs in ſupplication to the Lord, and in returning 
. i ENG, prailcs 
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raiſes to him for his mercies which he had received, 
About the fourth day of the ninth month, moſt of his 
children being about him, and fitting a while in 
ſilence, he then prayed the Lord that he would © bleſs 
© his children, and preſerve them from the evils that 
© were in the world.“ One day having a pretty 
ſharp fit of the ague upon him, his daughter-in-law 
that attended him, ſaid, © Father, the fit thou hadſt yeſ- 
© terday went away eaſily;' he replied, Ves, the Lord's 
© power took the pain away;' he gave his children 
zood counſel and admonition, according as he had 
a ſenſe of their ſtates. He often in the time of his 
illneſs expreſſed how good the Lord was to him: 
ſix days before his death, being gone to his bed at 
night, he deſired to ſpeak with his children that were 
in the houſe, there being two of his ſons, and his 
ſon's wife; and after they had fat a little time filent 
by his bed fide, he ſaid, © He had a defire to let them 
© know, that if the Lord had no further ſervice for 
© him to do, he was willing to die;* to one of his 


3 ſons he gave good advice; and then called to his 


other ſon by name, and ſaid, The Lord make thee 


a finctified veſſel fit for his uſe.” His eldeſt fon 


being newly recovered out of a fit of ſickneſs, came 
to ſee his father, and when he was about to take 
leave of him, which was but about two hours before 
his death, he ſpake to him, admoniſhing him to take 
care of his ſoul, for it was of a great value; he de- 
bred ſeveral times in his ſickneſs, that © if it were 
* the Lord's will, he might be ſenſible at his de- 
* parture, and have an eaſy paſſage ;* and his deſire 
was anſwered, for in leſs than a quarter of an hour 
before his death, he laid his hand on the bed fide, and 
turned himſelf, and deſired to be a little raiſed in his 
bed, and fo departed quietly about the twelfth hour 
at night, on the 4th of the tenth month, at his fon 
Iſaac's houſe at Liſmina, and was buried at friends 
burial-place at the Moat-a-Green, | 
Q 2 DEBORAH 
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EBORAH SAND HAM, wife of Robert 

Sandham, was born near Youghall in Ireland; 
ſhe received truth ſoon after her hufband, and was 
a faithful ſerviceable woman to her end, bearing a 
true and ſound teſtimony for God and his truth, 
and was very exemplary in her converſation. She fur- 
vived her huſband about twenty years, taking due 
care of her children, which fulfilled their father's 
dying words to them. When it pleaſed the Lord 
to viſit her with the ſickneſs whereof ſhe died, ſhe 
perceiving one of the family to be much concerned 
at it, ſaid © Be not concerned, I am freely given up to 
© the will of the Lord, cher to live or die; if the 
© Lord have any further ſervice for me, he can 
© lengthen my days; if not, I am freely reſigned to 
© his will.” She was often in her ſickneſs inward 
with the Lord, being kept in great patience and 
quietneſs, exhorting friends, and inviting ſome of 
her relations and neighbours that came to viſit her, 
to receive the truth; alſo warning ſome unfaithful 
ones, © not to let ſlip the day of their viſitation :? 
the alſo exhorted her children to © mind her frequent 
© advice and counſel to them, to fear the Lord, and 
keep out of all that which grieves his righteous 
ſpirit, as* (ſaid ſhe) © your dear father on his death 
bed exhorted you, even ſo do: love the truth, and 


you, as truly he hath been a huſband to me; my 
deſires have been, and are ſtil], that you may fear 
and love the Lord, and reverence him, for your 
mother doth not die without a hope, that the Lord 
that hath begun his good work in you, will carry 
it on, and that the blefling of the Lord will reſt 
upon you, which is more than all viſible things, 
© as my ſoul hath been a witneſs of; as my mind 
© hath been kept from coveting after them, having 


© ſeen, that godlineſs is great gain, and in the gain 
of 
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one another, and then the Lord will be a father to 
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© of it is great peace.“ One of her daughters not 
being with her in the time of her ſickneſs, ſhe de- 
fired to be helped up, that ſhe might write a few 
lines witn her own hand, as her laſt words to her, 
which was as followeth: Not knowing as yet, whe- 
© ther it be the will of my heavenly Father to finich 
* my days, I am, through the great mercy of God, 
© freely given up; this Thave in my heart to ſay to thee, 
© Be faithful, be faithful, aud dwell in holy patience z 
and the ſame is to thy huſband: oh! that you may 
come to holy ſilence with fear and dread, then will 
the work of the Lord proſper, which is more than 


© all works. Thou haſt many of my exhortations, 


* which get together, and keep and mind, an! the 
God of peace ſupport thee, fo farewell in the 
Lord.“ The day before her departure, ſhe was 
tervent in prayer to the Lord, © that he would bleſs 
* his people, and enab'e them to walk faithfully be- 
fore him, and that his truth might proſp<r, and 


| . * that he would pleaſe to raiſe more faithful la- 


** 


* bourers for the gathering many more unto righte- 


* ouſneſs; alſo, that he would be pleafed to bleſs her 


children, and their offspring, and make them his” 
EF with much more which cannot be remembered: the 
day ſhe died, ſhe ſaid to one of her dau hters, Thou 

dart my firſt-born, and always very dear to me, 1 


cannot now ſay much more to thee, but mind 
my former exhortations, and remember that truth 
was more than all, and truth was thy mother s chi-feſt 


7 © treaſure;” often faying, * my dear child give me up, 
give me up, intreat the Lord to enable thee to give 


me up, for I am freely given up to tne Lord's 


* will, Taking her laſt farewell of her children and 
grandchildren, with friends. and the family, ſhe de- 


F tired to have her dear love remembered to friends 
at Cork, and elſewhere; my love alſo' (ſaid ſhe) 
extends farther, to all friends in England.“ Some 


time after ſhe ſaid, JI am now going to leave you:“ 
23 and 
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and ſo quietly and 1n great peace departed this life, 
the 15th of the fifth month, 1695, in Youghall, 
where ſhe dwelt. 


— —— ————— — 


ARY PADLEY, wife of John Padley, tim- 
M ber-merchant, of Olave's, Southwark, was a 
Woman adorned with truth and inno-ency, chaſte, 
upright, and ſincere hearted, induſtrious, yet void 
of covetouſneſs, ſo that virtue ſhone forth in her 
converſation: the was alſo charitable to the poor, 
plain in apparel, adorning the truth in her conver- 
ſation, punctual in performing her promiſe, and in 
the diſcharge of any truſt repoſed in her: and as ſhe 
ſpent her days in the fear of God, ſo the Lord was 
gracious to her at her death. 

She was taken with pains of travail in child-bear- 
ing, the 6th of the ſeventh month, 1695, at which 
time ſhe ſaid, in much tenderneſs and fervency of 
ſpirit, My God, and my father, deliver me.“ And 
after ſhe was delivered, ſhe praiſed God for his mer- 
cies towards her: afterwards being aſked by her 

huſband, how ſhe did, the anſwered, < Weak, but 
© well ſatisfied.“ And as a confirmation thereof, 
ſhe broke forth into ſweet praiſes to the Lord.” 
Not long after ſhe died, leaving behind her four 
young children, aged about 28 years. 


—— —̃ 


ENRY STOUT, of Hertford, born at Ware 

in the county of Hertford in the year 1631, 

was convinced of the bleſſed truth, by the miniſtry 
of a woman, in the year 1655, being then about the 
24th year of his age; at which time fome of the 
| people 
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people called Quakers came into that part of the 
county, concerning whom he had heard evil reports, 
and that they denied the Scriptures, which had pre- 


judiced his mind againſt them: but it ſo happened, 


that there came a woman called a Quaker, and 
preached in Ware market ; and afterwards a rude 
rabble followed her down the ſtreet, and he ſeein 


them, followed her alſo, in pity towards her, and to 


reſcue her from them ; but ſhe turned into a houſe 
where there was a meeting, and a friend was ſpeak- 
ing there, unto whom he liſtened, and heard him 
ſpeak much ſcripture, at which he wondered, becauſe 
he - had heard that they denied the Scriptures ; but 
after he thus lent an ear, the woman ſtood up 
and ſpoke, and ſuch a power attended her miniſtry, 
that his ſpirit was much broken, and aftoniſhment 
{ſeized on him. He ſaw others alſo with paleneſs of 
face, and they ſmote their hands. This brought 
great fear upon him leſt he ſhould be deceived; yet 
was he afraid alſo, that he ſhould offend God and 
reſiſt the day of his viſitation: this brought great 
ſorrow upon him for a time, he not being able to 
diſtinguiſn; but afterwards going to another meet- 
ing, he heard another woman, by whoſe preaching 
his convincement was increaſed; and he was fo 
confirmed, that he could ſet to his ſeal that it was 
the very truth which had been long veiled in him; but 
now, by the preaching of the goſpel was revealed, ſo 
that he could ſay © Chriſt was come, and he looked not 
© for another ;* and it was confirmed by the work 
that was wrought both within and without ; the eye 
which had been ſhut was now opened, and the ear 
that had been deaf did now hear, and the mouth of 
the dumb could ſpeak, and the lame could walk, and 
the myſteries of the kingdom of God were known, 

which before were in parables. He ſearched the hol 

Scriptures, and found that it was the good old way, 
though 
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though new to him and others ; the Scriptures were 
. opened by the ſpirit that gave them forth, and a wit- 
neſs for God he had in himſelf, according to John 
i. 5, 10. © He that believes, hath the witneſs in 
« himſelt.” Then he took up the croſs and denied 
himſelf, and ſo became a gazing-ſtock to the world 
(as the Lord's people were in thoſe days, as well as 
in former ages) and ſoon afcer he was moved of the 
Lord to go to the publick places of worſhip to preach 
the truth: then perſecution and ſufferings ſoon fol- 
lowed : for many and various were the trials and ex- 
erciſes which the Lord's people went through in 
that day. L's 
Hle was the firſt called a Quaker that ſuffered im- 
priſonment in Hertford gaol, for the teſtimony to the 
truth, where his ſufferings were great, the priſon- 
windows being ſhut, that he might not have the bene - 
fit of the air, or the light of the day. After he was 
releaſed of that impriſonment, he was a priſoner ftve 
times more in the town of Hertford; the laſt of 
which he was ſentenced for baniſhment, and con- 
tinued a priſoner near eight years, to the great de- 


triment of his health, being often put into the com- 1 


mon gaol; which trials the Lord carried him through 
with much patience, contentedneſs, and quietneſs of 
mind, he being given up to the will of God. . 

He was a ſerviceable man in many reſpects, and 
willing to do what offices of love he could for any: 
he travelled pretty much in the ſervice of truth in 
his younger years, whilſt he had ſtrength of body 
but ſome time before his death, diſtempers grew, 
and weakneſs increaſed upon him, which made' him 
incapable of being much from home. 

The laſt four months before his death, he went 
little abroad, but grew weaker and weaker; the 
which his wife perceiving, did much importune him 
to adviſe with ſome doctor; but he anſwered her 

1 thus, 
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© KM thus, © I would not have thee confide too much in 
| & © doctors, for they will all prove phyſicians of no 
a" value ro me: I think God, I know that- power 
7 © which in former ages raiſed the dead, and healed 
d all diſeaſes ; and if it is the will of God, he can 
4 Z © rcſtore and heal me; if not, I am ſatisfied, his 
is will be done.” 

8 © His greateſt infirmity was a ſtoppage at his 
h ſtomach, and ſhortneſs of breath, which often 
; brought faintings upon him; but he bore all with 
= great patience : and when ſome friends came to viſit 


Z him, he told them, © His weakneſs was ſuch, that he 
thought he ſhould hardly recover it; but however 
it pleaſed God to order it, he was fully fatisfied : 


© TY © for he had this teſtimony, that he had ſerved the 
Lord with faithfulneſs, and with an upright heart, 
1 (co the beſt of his knowledge.“ And at another 


time, to a friend that came to ſee him, he ſaid, 


I ere is none that knows the virtue and goodneſs 
of = © of truth ſo well as when they draw towards their 
latter end, when all outward comforts fail and are 
leaving of them, and ſickneſs and weakneſs comes 
27 © upon them.“ He further faid, That he had 
h * travelled in the ſervice of truth in former years, 
of # © when he had ſtrength of body, and the Lord had 
4 given him many living teſtimonies to bear for his 
ft MY < name; in all which he was faithful, and the re- 
5; | © membrance of it warmed his heart at that time; 
for he could ſay, That his care was not to ſpeak 
3 © more than what the Lord gave him to ſpeak, that 
Vy * thereby his name might be honoured.” And many 
n times, and upon ſeveral occaſions, he ſo expreſſed 

himſelf, as fully manifeſted he had true ſatisfaction 
te and. peace with the Lord; often deſiring To 
64 © be diſſolved, that he might go home to his 


* reſt,” The Lord's love and gentle dealing ap- 
peared very large towards him, in giving him 
many 


1 


£2 


214 PIETY PROMOTED. 


many times eaſe of body, and comfortable ſeaſons 
of refreſhment ; and he generally reſted well in the 
night, till about a week before his death. "The ſenſe 
of it would often make him break forth into praiſes 
and thankſgiving to the Lord, for his goodneſs and 
mercy to him in the night-ſeaſon, when he awaked 
out of his fleep ; and when his ſleep was taken from 
him, yet he continued quiet, patient, and ſenſible, 
And when his wife ſaw that he ſlept little, and took 
little, hardly enough to keep him alive, ſhe was full 
of grief; which he perceiving, ſaid to her, © Thou 
© muſt give me up, for I ſhall not long continue here: 
© but it will not be long before thou and I ſhall meet 
again in that bleſſed { Jag where all tears ſhall be 
© wiped from our eyes.” | 

He kept his bed but four days; and the day before 
his death, his children being by him, he ſaid to them, 
© You, who are like to enjoy what I have, I would 


© have you remember the advice of your father, and 


© live in the fear of God, and as it becomes the 
© truth; then you will be as monuments when I am 

gone, and it will go well with you, and what I 
© leave will be a bleſſing to you. ed of earthly- 


* 


diſhonour to any family; and bring up your children 
in plainneſs, and not in the faſhions and ſuperfluities 
of the world, which paſſeth away. Remember my 
adyice, who ſpeaks to you in love; for woe will 


a aA aA A CA 


my ſtrength faileth.“ IP 

The day he died he ſpoke little, but fell into a 
lumbering ; and when he awaked, he deſired to be 
turned on the other fide, and then he ſtretched out 


his hands and feet, and ſaid, © Now I am going to 5 


© the Lord ;* which were the laſt words he ſpoke: 
and ſo departed in peace, without ſo much as a groan 


or ſigh, | 
Thus 


© mindednefs, and pride and prodigality, which is a S 


be to the wicked: I would ſay more to you, but | 
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. Thus he finiſhed his courſe, and laid down his 
body, the 6th of the tenth month, 1695, in the 65th 
year of his age. 


ſes ; 
nd 
ed — — — 
m Z 
le. | 
on TARY MOLLINEURX, wife of Henry 
ull 1 Mollineux of Liverpool in Lancaſhire, (her 
ou maiden name was Southworth) was much afflicted in 
ber childhood with weak eyes, which made her unfit 
et for the uſual employment of girls; but being of a 
be llarge natural capacity, and ſtudiouſly inclined, her 
father brought her up to more learning than is com- 
nc monly beſtowed on her ſex, in which ſhe became ſo 
m,; good a proficient, that ſhe well underſtood the Latin 
1d tongue, and fluently diſcourſed in it, and made a 
nd == conſiderable progreſs alſo in the Greek; ſhe wrote 
he 2 ſeveral hands well, and was a good arithmetician 
Mm and had a good underſtanding in phyſick and ſurgery, 
1 delighting in the ſtudy of nature, and to admire the 
5 great God of nature in the various operations of his 
> 4 power and goodneſs, She was one who loved the 
en bleſſed truth (and them who walked according to it) 
es from a child, being early convinced thereof, and was 
ny not ſatisfied with a profeſſion of religion only, but 
5 earneſt for the life of it, both in herſelf and others : 
Ju 


not proud nor conceited of her parts and learning, 
but was adorned with humility : plain and decent in 
her clothes, which ſhe valued for ſervice more than 
ſight: ſhe loved to read the holy Scriptures, and de- 
lighted much in ſolitude, ſetting apart ſome time in 
the day for retirement. 

She delighted in frequenting the religious meetings 
of tlie people called Quakers, and ſuffered impriſon- 
ment for the ſame in Lancaſter caſtle in the year 


1684. 
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1684. Afterwards ſhe was married to Henry Molli- 


neux, to whom ſhe was a loving wife, an affectionate 
mother to her children, and a kind charitable neigh- 
bour, eſpecially to ſuch as were in diſtreſs, ſick, or 
in affliction. though never ſo poor, giving both advice 
and medicines to them that ſtood in need, whereby 
ſhe was made an inſtrument of good to many. She 
was noble in enduring hardſhips upon the account of 
her huſband's impriſonment, which was ſeveral times; 
and for him, and his fellow- ſufferers, ſhe made appli- 
cation to Dr. Stratford, biſhop of Cheſter, they being 
impriſoned upon the writ % excommunzcato capiends, 
for not appearing at the biſhop's court, though they 
had no citation or Jaw'ul notice given them; and 
after her diſcourſe with the biſhop, he was fo favour— 
able, that they were ſet at liberty. But afterwards 
the prieſt that proſecuted them before, threatened 
them again. 

Upon the 8th of the tenth month, 1695, ſhe was 
taken with ſickneſs, under which ſhe continued near 


a month ; about nine days after ſhe was taken ill, ſhe 2 


ſaid, I am well content, if the Lord fee meet, that 
© he take me away; for my pain is great, and I know 


© not what in this world I ſhould ſtay to enjoy, except 


© it be my huſband, and my little Ilads,* (her two 
ſons) of whom ſhe then ſaid, © I would rather have 
my children enriched with the fear of the Lord, 


© than with all manner of 2 riches.* She grew | 


daily weaker, yet would fit up five or {ix hours at i 
time towards evening, and diſcourſe freely; and ſaid 
to her huſband, © She was well ſatisfied, that if the 
© Lord took her away by that diſtemper, ſhe ſhould 
© be eternally happy ;* with more comfortable ex- 
preſſions, that are not ſet down. One evening it 
was thought ſhe would have died; but recover- 
ing ſomewhat, ſhe ſpoke © of being clothed here- 
after; whereby they underſtood that ſhe. was 
| minding 
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minding how © the Lord would clothe her, when her 
mortal clothing was put off.” 

Afterwards, being aſked how ſhe did, her anſwer 
was, Drawing nearer and nearer ;* with man 
other ſweet and good ſentences, and ſo departed 
without any noiſe, ſigh, or groan, on the third 
day of the eleventh month, 1695, aged 44 years. 

A volume of her writings was publiſhed, 1702, 
entitled, Fruits of Retirement, or Miſcellaneous Poems, 
Moral and Divine. 


— —— —— 


NDREWSOWLE, of London, received 

the truth as profeſſed by the people called 
(Quakers, in his young years, and became obedient 
thereunto, and gave himſelf up to the living power 
thereof, which enabled him with much cheerfulneſs 
to undergo thoſe manifold aMictions and perſecutions 
with which he was exerciſed : for being a juſt and 
upright man, he was zealous for the propagation of 
the truth, to which, both by converſation and ſuffer- 
ings, he bore a faithful teſtimony. -., 

He was a printer by trade, and engaged himſelf 
freely in the printing friends books, when he had 
large offers of advancing himſelf in the world, made 
to him by his other friends and relations, if he would 
have deſiſted therefrom : but his love to truth, and 


the deſire he had to be inſtrumental in his calling for 


the ſpreading it abroad, would not ſuffer him to 
hearken to any of thoſe offers ; but he freely gave 
himſelf up to the ſervice thereof, even in times of 
the hotteſt perſecution, believing it his duty ſo to do, 
though therein he ſhould hazard not _ his life, but 
alſo that outward ſubſtance God had bleſſed him with: 
being for ſeveral years together in continual danger 

VoI. I. R upon 
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upon that account, his houſe being often ſearched, 
and his printing materials, as preſſes, letter, 8c. as 
often broken to pieces, and taken away, as any 
friends books were found printing by him ; and this 
they did for many years together : during which 
time, though he met with great loſſes, and had at 
one time, by his adverſaries, about a thouſand reams 
of printed books taken from him, yet he was never 
heard to complain, but would ſay, © He was glad he 
© had any thing to loſe for truth, and that the Lord 
© had made him worthy to be a ſufferer for it : 

which quiet reſignation of himſelf to the will of 
God, cauſed one of thoſe that came to ſeize upon his 
goods, to do what he could with his partners to put 
a ſtop to the ſeizure; and when he ſaw he could not 
prevail, he went out and wept. And when. at 


another time his adverſaries came to take away his 


printing-houſe, he was ſo reſigned and eaſy, in giv- 
ing up all to his perſecutors, that when they had done 
their work, and ſeized upon all, he (as he often did in 
the like caſes). ſet meat and drink before them, accord- 
ing to the command, Rom. X11. 19, 20. © To feed 
« even his very enemies.“ And his good fo over- 
came their evil, that ſome of them departed under a 
concern ; but one of the chief, who was filled with 
malice againſt the truth, ſurvived not long after, but 
died in a miſerable condition. 

As this ſincere man met with great ſufferings, ſo 
had he alſo large experiences of the goodneſs of God 
towards him, in many remarkable providences : as at 
one time he was taken at a meeting of the people 
called Quakers, and carried to Newgate, and being 
examined by Sir Richard Brown, the perſecuting 


mayor, who underſtanding he was a printer, threat- 


ened to ſend him after his brother twin, (as he called 
him, who ſometime before ſuffered in Smithfield for 
printing a treaſonable book) to whom this meek man 

replied, 
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| 
7 
5 replied, © Thou wilt not live to ſee it.“ The event 
* juſtified it, for Brown died ſoon after. 
8 After many exerciſes and trials divers ways, (which 
h it would be too long to recite) he was viſited with 
it weakneſs of body the beginning of the tenth month, 
* 1695, and grew weaker and weaker till the 25th of 
r the fame month. His patience and reſignation to the 
© WW wil of God, during the time of his weakneſs, was 
d = ſuch, that he ſeldom was heard to complain, but 
: = would fay, He was given up to the will of God ;? 
of ſaying often, © That he had no depencance on any 
is thing, ſave upon Chriſt Jeſus, the good Samaritan, 
ut © on whom was his whole dependance.” 
ot George Whitehead, with another friend, coming 
at to viſit him, he ſaid, He had ſerved truth faithfully, 
is WT © according to what the Lord had been pleaſed to 
make manifeſt to him; and that in what he had 
done, he had not ſought himſelf, but the honour of 
in WW © God. He would often exhort his family to faith- 
d- WE fulnefs, and the young ones alſo to * ſeek the Lord 
ed in the days of their youth.“ His reproofs to thoſe 
- that had done amiſs, were ſo kind and convincing, 
a that a ſervant of his ſaid, © He ſtood more in awe of 
th Wy © 2 reproof from him, than the ſevereſt treatment 
ut WH from another; his end,” ſaid he, © being in love to 
Wy © convince me, that I have done that which is not 
ſo right.“ | | | 
ol BW William Penn, the night before he departed, came 
at ſomewhat late to viſit him, and finding him in a ſweet 
Je compoſed frame of mind, (for indeed he was to 
ng appearance as though he ailed nothing) aſked him 
15 how he did; he anſwered with much cheerfulneſs, 
* . 


His ſatisfaction and peace of mind was great, 
and that he waited for his change.“ The ſaid 
rend, who had been many years acquainted with his 
Wn duftrious, and yet innocent life, after ſome diſcourſe 
Nith him, kneeled down and prayed, That the 
R 2 © Lord 
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Lord would give him the reward of his labour; for 
© through him many bleſſed truths had been brought 
© into the world, &c. After prayer was ended, he 
acknowledged William Penn's love, telling him, 
« He was well ſatisfied in his condition, and in the 
© truth of God which he had profeſled : and that he 
s had nothing to do, but to wait in the will of God 
« till his change came: and fo in much love they 
parted, he ſignifying © his love to, and unity with all 
friends in the truth.“ After that, he lay ſweetly 
xetired, waiting for his. change, and had his ſenſes 
perfect and clear to the laſt, which was about eight 
the next morning; at which time his wife came to 
his bed fide, and aſked him how he did; he anſwered, 
Oh Jane, never ſuch a good night as this :? and the 
fame minute ſhut his eyes, and with a hymn of 
praiſe to God, offered up his laſt breath, and fell 
aſleep, not ſo much as fetching the leaſt ſigh, or any IM 
alteration ſeen in his countenance ; ſo eaſily and fo 
quietly did he leave this world, in which he had 
known much exerciſe, and is gone to his everlaſting 
'xeſt, with the reſt of God's faithful ſervants. ; 
He finiſhed this life the 26th of the tenth month, 
1695, about eight in the morning, at his houſe in | 
Holywell-lane, London, in the 67th year of his age. 


e 
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Rom. viii. 18. For I reckon, that the ſufferings of 9 
this preſent time, are not worthy to be compared 


with the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 
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ht CPRINGET PENN, eldeſt fon of William Penn, 


he was a young man about 21 years of age. For 
m, half a year before it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him 
he with weakneſs, he grew more retired, and much 


able tenderneſs in meetings, even when they were 
tilent; but when he ſaw his recovery doubtful, he 
turned his mind and meditations more apparently to- 
wards the Lord ; often praying with fervency to the 
Lord, and uttering many thankful- expreſſions and 
praiſes to him, in a deep and ſenſible manner, ſaying 
one” day, © I am reſigned to what God pleaſeth; he 
© knows what is beſt: I would live if it pleaſed him, 
© that I might ſerve him: but, O Lord, not my will, 
© but thy will be done.“ One ſpeaking to him of the 
things of this world, he rele »My eye looks 
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© another way, where the trueſt pleaſure is.“ Another 
time his father going to a meeting, at parting he faid, 
had Remember me, my dear father, before the Lord. 
ting Though I cannot go to meetings, yet have I many 

good meetings: the Lord comes in upon my ſpirit : 
nth, I have heavenly meetings with him by myſelf ;” 
e in wich more to the ſame purpoſe, exprefling his ſenti- 
ge, ments of the vanity of this world, and of his entering 

into ſecret covenant with the Lord, and his thank- 
fulneſs for the Lord's preſervation and goodneſs to 
him. Fixing his eyes upon his ſiſter, he took her by 
the hand, ſaying, Poor Tithe, look to good things; 
poor child, there is no comfort without it. One 
drop of the love of God is worth more than all the 
world; I know it, I have taſted it, IJ have felt as 


* neſs, than in all my life before.” 


3ET 


1s going to reſt, he fat up, and reverently prayed 


* diſciples, Whatever ye aſk in my name ye ſhall 


R 3 receive; 


diſengaged from youthful delights, ſhewing a remark- 


thus: O Lord God, thou, whoſe Son ſaid to his 


WW 


much, or more of the love of God in this weak- . 


Taking ſomething one night in bed, juſt before 
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cc receive ;”” I pray thee, in his name, bleſs this to me 
© this night, and give me reſt, if it be thy bleſſed 
© will, O Lord.“ And accordingly he had a very 
comfortable night, of which he took thankful notice 
the next day. At another time he expreſſed his de- 
fire to ſerve the Lord, if he lived. One day ſaying 
thus, © I am reſolved I will have fuch a thing done,” 
immediately he catched himſelf, and fell into this 
reflection with much contrition, © O Lord, forgive 
< me that irreverent and haſty expreſſion; I am a 
< poor weak creature, and live by thee, and therefore 
© I ſhould have ſaid, If it pleafeth thee that I live, I 
© intend to do ſo or ſo: Lord, forgive my raſh 
© expreſhon.* He defired his mother-in-law not to 
© trouble herſelf for ſuch a poor creature as he ; and 
© to pray for him, that he might live and employ his 
time more in the Lord's ſervice.“ And to his bro- 
ther he ſaid, looking awfully upon him, © Be a good 
© boy, and know there is a God, a great and mighty 
© God, who is a rewarder of the: righteous, and ſo 
© he is of the wicked; but their rewards are not the 
* ſame. Have a care of idle company,. and love 
© good company,. and good friends, and the Lord 
© will blefs thee. I have ſeen good things for thee 
« ſince my fickneſs, if thou doſt but fear the Lord; 
© and if I Thould not live, remember what I fay when 
J am dead and gone;* with many more religious 
expreſſions. Taking his leave of his father, brother 
and ſiſter, he ſaid, Come life, come death, I am 
© reſigned. Oh! the love of God overcomes my 
© ſoul.* Feeling himſelf decline apace, and one 
ſeeing him not able to bring up the matter that was 
in his throat, went to fetch the doctor; but ſo ſoon 
as he came, he faid, © Let my father ſpeak to the 
doctor, and I will go ſleep; which he did, and 
waked: no more. | 
He died the 1oth of the ſecond. month, 1696.— 
4 His 
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His father wrote ſome account of him, which is to 
be ſeen in his works. 


county of Durham, received truth about the 
year 1661, and bore a publick teſtimony to the 
fame, not only in England, but alſo in er 
Ireland, Holland, and ſome parts of Germany; and 


. in the latter part of his days, viz. in the year 1694, 


he went with our dear friend Robert Barrow to viſit 


* the churches of Chriſt in America: and they tra- 


velled through nine provinces, or diſtinct govern- 
ments, in thoſe parts, among whom they had 328 
meetings with the people for the worſhip of Almighty 
God, to their comfort and mutual refreſhment in the 
Lord. And. God enabled them to perform this 
and by his power ſupported them under all exerciſes 
which they met withal. | 

They left the continent to viſit the iſlands, and after 
they had been at Antigua and Bermudas, where they 


thoſe iflands, they arrived at Jamaica on the 10th of 
the ſecond month, 1696, intending, if the Lord 
permitted, to have gone to Pennſylvania, &c. again. 
After their arrival at Jamaica they had ſeveral meet- 
ings, but about the 18th of the faid month, Robert 
Wardel was taken ill, for the climate was exceeding 
hot, which made great alteration upon them both, 
eſpecially on Robert Wardel, who was very much 
indiſpoſed. A friend aſking him how he found him- 


ſelf, he anſwered, I have been ſick many: times, but 
© I never felt myſelf as I am now; therefore I know 
* not how it may be with me, the will of the Lord 
be done: I am given up, and am n 

| S 


OBERT WARDEL, of Sunderland in the 


ſervice to the deſire of their hearts, in their old age, 


a» 


had conſiderable ſervice among friends and others in 
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© God's will.“ Another time he ſaid to the woman 
friend at whoſe houſe he was, The Lord reward 
e thee for thy tender care; it makes me think of my 
© dear wife: I know not whether I may ever ſee her 
© more, but, however, the will of God be done. I 
© am, and was willing to be contented with the will 
© of God, whether life or death, before I came hither ; 
© and I bleſs God I am not afraid to die.“ And fo 
he continued to the end in a reſigned frame of mind, 
ſubmitting to the will of God. And upon his dying 
bed he gave divers good exhortations to friends who 
came to viſit him, concerning the © education of their 
© children; their care in the diſcipline of the church, 
and that things might be kept in good order; and 
© that friends might anſwer God's love to them. 
After a few days ſickneſs, he peaceably finiſhed his 
courſe on the 22d of the ſecond month, 1696, at the 
houſe of John Dobbin, in Elizabeth pariſh in Jamaica. 


OSHUA BUNTION, who lived near Ipſwich 
in Suffolk, went over to preach the goſpel in 
Ireland, in the year 1696. He was remarkable for 
his extraordinary innocency in his converſation, 
chiefly minding the diſcharge of his duty, with re- 
ſpect to his miniſtry, which was edifying. He was 
taken ſick going from Dublin to the North of Ireland, 
and coming to Ballyhagan in the county of Armagh, 
was ſo weak he could ſcarcely alight off his horſe 
without help, yet his zeal was ſuch, that he bore a 
faithful teſtimony for truth in the publick meeting 
the ſame day ; afterwards he took to his bed, conti- 
nuing very ill about two weeks. In the time of his 
ſickneſs he was fervent in prayer, and the day before 
he died, fitting in a chair, he deſired another to be 
ſet before him, on which he leaned, and prayed fer- 
e vently 
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| yently and powerfully to the Lord: and the next day 
E departed this life, the 23d of the fourth month, 1696, 
aged about 40 years. He was buried in friend's bu- 


rying place, near Ballyhagan. 


— — C—__ 
Some Expreſſions of RICHARD VOKINS. 


N the time of his ſickneſs he was much in retire- 
ment within, and when he firſt took his bed, he 


examined himſelf before the Lord thus; ſaying, 
Lord, have I done any thing to offend thee ? Have 
l I wronged any man?” And deſiring the Lord would 
take off all reproach from off his people. nag. 
his ſickneſs, he was preſerved in a quiet frame o 


mind, no impatient words coming from him, expreſs- 
ing how the Lord had preſerved him in true ſimpli- 
city, which was his great comfort. He gave good 
advice to ſeveral who came to ſee him, ſaying to them, 


It is well with me, you cannot think what I enjoy.” 


In the time of his health he was an humble tender- 


2 hearted man, conſiderate of his ſervants and poor 
people that worked for him, often ſaying, that he 


would not enrich himſelf out of their labours ;* and 
was glad when he could do good to any. One time 
he called for his two children, and prayed the Lord 
to bleſs them: his wife aſked him if it did not ſeem 
hard to part with him; to which he-anſwered, © No, 
© all is well, there is nothing troubles me, all is well;“ 
deſiring his dear children might © take him for an 
example, and live no worſe a life than he had done.” 
After this his wife ſaid, The Lord is able to raiſe thee 


again, if it be his will ;* he replied, © I know he is 


© able, but he doth not intend to reſtore me again.” 
In the time of his ſickneſs, the impropriator and ſer- 
rants cleared his orchard of apples to the wee 4 

| 41. for 
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41. for tithes; his wife aſked him if thoſe people 
plundering them did not trouble him, he replied, 
© No, not at all, the Lord forgive them, they know 
© not what they do.“ When his wife perceived his 
ſpeech to alter, ſhe again aſked him if he was willing 
to leave the world; he replied, © Yes, very willing. 
Soon after, his ſpeech went quite away, and next day 
he died in peace, being the 12th of the eighth 
month, 1696. | 


. 


EUBEN SATTERTHWATITE, born at 

Skinerhow, in the pariſh of Hawkſhead, in the 
county of Lancaſter : his parents uſed a godly care 
in the educating him in the way of truth, as profeſſed 
by the people called Quakers. This young man had 
a care over his own words and actions, that they 
might become truth, and he received a gift in the 
miniſtry, about the twenty-third year of his age, 
wherein he did much improve, until the 26th year of 
his age, wherein he died; in which time he faithfully 
laboured in the goſpel. He travelled 'into Scotland 
in company with his friend George Knipe, who was 
as a nurſing-father to him, and they viſited every 
meeting of friends in that nation; and being clear of 
this ſervice, he came back through Northumberland, 
Biſhoprick, and the eaſt parts of Yorkſhire, and ſo 


home. In the ſecond month of the year 1694, he, 


with his ſaid friend, ſet forward for London, and 


were at the yearly-meeting there, and after viſited 


friends in the weſt of England, to the land's end in 
Cornwall, and fo back by Briſtol ; in which journey 
he had good ſucceſs, and was much enlarged in his 
gift of miniſtry; and from Briſtol travelled through 
Wales to Lancaſhire home again : after this, he went 
into Derbyſhire, Nottingham, and RR | 
an 


. — 


.= mw 0 be hg Wy NY Et 


ip "< 5x Jag 


SITS 


> 


5 


I” 


r- nr 


% 


bo ws FF 


— 


PIETY PROMOTED. 227 


and in the third month, 1696, he travelled again 
into Scotland with his former friend George Knipe, 
and returned thence through Cumberland, which was 
the laſt journey he had, tor he was removed out of 
this troubleſome world the ſame year. He was a 
good example and pattern in righteouſneſs and holi- 
neſs, and was valiant for the truth upon earth; of a 
ſound mind, and preached ſound doctrine, and often 
opened the holy Scriptures to the edification of the 
hearers. When he was viſited with ſickneſs, he bore 
it patiently, and in the firſt part of it he got up and 
walked about the houſe, but feeling himſelf weak in 
body, he ſaid, © I am a poor mortal, a worm, and 
© duſt and aſhes.“ Though his body was weakened 
| and decayed, yet he was ſtrengthened inwardly, and 
often ſpake of the kind dealings of the Lord with 
him, and how mercifully he had helped him in his 
travels. His ſickneſs increaſing, he kept his bed, 
and many came to viſit him; to whoſe conditions he 
ſpake, to the admiration of thoſe about him. Not 
long before he died, his ſiſter-in-law, and another 
friend, being preſent, he ſaid, Oh! Lord, thou 
© knowelt I have paſſed through many exerciſes for 
© thy name's ſake, and thou haſt rewarded me well 
© for the ſame, for which J praiſe thy holy name. 
The Lord God is my ſtaff, as he was to David, 
© who ſaid, his ſtaff did comfort him.“ Some young 
friends viſiting him, he ſaid, © I defire you to wait 
© upon the Lord all your days, for the promiſe of the 
© Lord is to you, if you will wait upon him, and love 
© him to the end;' with more expreſſions that could 
not be remembered. So he paſſed that night in a 
very good frame of ſpirit, breathing to the Lord. 
On the morrow, being the firſt ay of the week, 
ſeveral young people came in, to whoſe conditions 
he ſpake diſtinctly, exhorting them to © Remember 
« their Creator in the days of their youth.” And 
his words did fo affect them, that they were tendered 


and 
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and broken into tears. "That night Margaret his ſiſter, 
and another friend ſitting up with him, he taking his 
ſiſter by the hand, ſaid, Dear fiſter, tell my father 
© and mother that I muſt go; I muſt go home.“ 
After ſome ſight which he had, which brought ex- 
erciſe upon him, he brake forth into an inward 
rejoicing of ſpirit, and expreſſed the travail that was 
upon his mind for ſome friends and meetings, in 
parts which he had vilited, and prayed to the Lord 
to be gracious and merciful to them. That ſame 
night he departed this life, being the 12th of the 
eleventh month, 1696, 


— — — 


HOMAS JANNEY was born in Cheſhire, 
and received the bleſſed truth at the firſt 
preaching thereof in that county, which was about 
the year 1654, being then in the 21ſt year of his 
age; the next year he received a gift in the miniſtry, 


preaching the goſpel of Chriſt freely, and travelled 


into many parts of England, and alſo in Ireland, 
and had a fervent and ſound teſtimony for truth, and 
his converſation and courſe of life accorded with his 
doctrine. Co gy So 
In the year 1683, he with his family went to 
Pennſylvania, and there ſettled, where he ſtaid about 
twelve years: and in 1695, he came over in com- 
pany with his friend Griffith, of Pennſylvania, to viſit 
his brethren in England: and after he had ſtaid 
ſome time in London, he went into Cheſhire, where 
he had many relations that were faithful friends; and 
though they were dear to him, and their houſes 
might have been his home, yet he reſted little, but 
viſited the meetings of friends in ſeveral neighbour- 
ing counties. | 
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The next ſpring he travelled through ſeveral coun- 
ties where he had been in former years; and as he 
had a deſire to ſee the brethren at the yearly-meet- 
ing in London, he was there at that time: ſoon after 
which he was taken ſo ill that his recovery was 
much doubted ; and ſome adviſed him to go out of 
the city for the recovery of his health. After ſome 
time he adventured by ſhort journeys to Hertford, 
and from thence to Hitchin, where his diſtemper in- 
creaſing, he could go no further. At Hitchin he 
lay a conſiderable time at the houſe of our friend 
William Turner, and friends there were careful 
and.tender over him; but he having endured much 
hardihip formerly in the ſervice of truth, by travel- 
ling into ſeveral climates, and enduring heats and 
colds, his body was attended with much pain, ſo 
that few expected his recovery, 

Two of his relations, who were friends, came 
from Cheſhire to Hitchin to viſit him, and one of 
them being with him in his chamber, he ſaid to this 
effect: © Coutin, I am glad that thou art come; I 
© hardly expect to recover fo as to be able to get 
into Cheſhire. It is ſome exerciſe to think of be- 
ing taken away, ſo far from my home and family, 
and alſo from my friends and relations in Cheſhire, 
I would gladly have got down into Chethire, but J 
muſt be content, however it pleaſes God to order 
it. Worſe things have happened in this life to 
better men than I am. I ſhall be miſſed in Ame- 
rica; friends there were troubled when I came 
away; I have laboured faithfully amongſt them; 
they will be grieved at the tidings of my death; 
my family will want me. My care hath been for 
my ſons, that they may be kept in the fear of 
God; I have been a good example to them; I 
have a care upon me, that they may be kept humble 
while they are young, that they may bend their 
VoI. I. 8 © Necks 
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© necks under the yoke of Chriſt. If Jam taken 
© away, I am very clear in my ſpirit; I have an- 
© ſwered the requirings of God, I have been faithful 
in my day, and I have nothing that troubles my 
< ſpirit; my ſpirit is very clear.“ He alſo expreſſed 
his concern for his brethren in the miniſtry, eſpeci- 
ally the young, that they might obſerve the leadings 
of God's ſpirit in their miniſtry, and not lean upon 
their own natural parts, < which,* he ſaid, © did oc- 
© caſion divers inconveniences ;* of which he ſpoke 
particularly in the time of his ſickneſs. 

After this, the Lord anſwered his deſire, that he 
recovered, fo as to be able to get down into Cheſhire 
to his relations there, and he got abroad to ſome 
meetings that winter ; and towards the ſpring, he 
made preparation to have got home to his family in 
Pennſylvania; but before the ſhip ſet fail, his diſ- 
temper (which had not quite left him) returned ſore 
upon him: ſo he went to his ſiſter's, near where he 
was born, and ſhe ſpoke ſomething to him about 
his family, but he ſaid little, only theſe words, If 
it be the will of God that I be taken away now, 
£ I am well content.“ 

He departed in much quietneſs of mind the 12th 
of the twelfth month, 1696, and was buried the 15th 
of the ſame, in friends burying-place in Cheſhire, 
aged 63 years, having- been a publick miniſter 42 
years. : 
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ſhire, received the truth in the love of it, and 
teſtified his love to it: 

1ſt. In a circumſpect walking, ſhewing himſelf 
a pattern of good works. | 


R wie BAKER, of Jordans in Bucking- 
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24ly. By ſuffering cheerfully for it, and taking 
joyfully the ſpoiling of his goods, and the impriſon- 
ment of his body; and would often fay, If people 


knew but the pleaſure of godlineſs, they would not 


ive in the earth as they did.“ | 
3dly. By a hearty zeal for the proſperity and 
propagation of it: a vigilant watchman he was in 
his ſtation, a ſharp reprover of evil, and an en» 
courager of the good, and a diligent labourer in the 
work of the A earneſtly endeavouring to 
bring thoſe he miniſtered to, into an inward exer- 
ciſe of ſpirit towards God, that therein they might 
be more acquainted with, and ſubject to the power 
of God: concerning which he wrote a treatiſe, en- 
titled, © A Teſtimony to the Power of God being 
greater than the Power of Satan, 8yo. 1699, pub- 


liſhed fince his deceaſe, although it was written about 


26 years before ; the reaſons whereof he gave upon 
his dying bed, viz. © T hat he had read of many in 
© former days, and had obſerved ſome in his own 
time, who had made fair progreſs in the way of 
truth; and had ſaid, done, and ſuffered much in 
behalf of it, who yet had not held out to the end; 
© but through too great ſecurity, or ſelf-confidence, 
and for want of a continual ſubjection to the power 
© of God, in and by which alone ſtrength and pre-- 
ſervation is to be found, have by the violent aſſaults, 
or ſubtle inſinuations, and myſterious workings of 
the enemy, been drawn back again under the power 
of Satan, to the invalidating (at leaſt in the eye of 
© the world) the teſtimonies ſuch had before given 
© to the ſufficiency of the power of God; and that 
he having by others miſcarriages learned to be- 
© ware, had, from a godly jealouſy over himſelf, 
© ſuſpended the publication of the ſaid ſheets, until 
* he could with greater confidence, and more full 
© aſſurance, ſay with Ry apoſtle, when the time 
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of his departure was at hand,'—2 Tim. iv. 6. 
« J have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
% courſe, I have kept the faith, &c. which be- 
ſpoke his great modeſty, And upon his dying 
bed, he had the witneſs in himſelf that God was 
pleaſed with him, and had a ſuitable word to every 
one's ſtate that came to him, and would often 
clap his hand on his breaſt, and fay, © All is well 
here.“ 

The day before he departed, many friends viſit- 
ing him, he ſpoke to all in great expreſſions of 
love, and took his leave of them; and taking his 
leave of a child who wept, he ſaid, Do not cry, I 
am well, my peace is made with the Lord; if thou 
« cry, cry that iniquity may be brought down, and 
« righteouſneſs brought up: the power of God, and 
« ſtrength of God is with me; I am going the _ 
of all fleſh, I am going before, and others muſt 
© follow after. So he laid down his life, in the 
feeling of that power, about the year 1697. 


Lancaſter, was early convinced of God's bleſ- 
ſed truth, and was a zealous labourer in the goſpel 
for twenty-ſix years, and a faithful ſufferer for the 
fame in London, and other places; travelling much 
in this nation, and twice through Scotland, Ireland, 
and Wales, to preach Chriſt Jeſus, the light of the 
world. 

In the year 1694 he went forth in the love of 
God, in company with Robert Wardel of Sunder- 
land (both of them being ancient men) to preach 
the goſpel in America; and after they had viſited 
Pennſylvania, and ſome other parts on the continent, 

: they 
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they took ſhipping for Jamaica, where Robert War- 
del died the 22d of the ſecond month, 1696. After 
Robert Barrow had finiſhed his teſtimony there, 
he took ſhipping for Pennſylvania again, and on 
the 23d of the ſixth month, embarked with divers 
paſſengers and ſeamen on board the brigantine Re- 
formation, Joſeph Kirle, maſter ; but on the 23d of 
the ſeventh month, by a ſtorm in the Gulph of 
Florida, the veſſel run aground, and to fave their 
lives, they were forced among the ſavages of Flo- 
rida, and underwent grievous ſufferings of various 
kinds, being often in great danger of death; tra- 
velling naked in heat and cold, hunger and thirſt, 

and having no proper food to eat from the time of 
their ſuffering ſhipwreck, viz. from the 23d of the 
ſeventh month, to the 15th of the ninth month fol- 
lowing. At laſt they arrived at a poor garriſon town 
called St. Auguſtine, belonging to the Spaniards in 
America, maintained half by the king of Spain, and 
half by the Pope ; the governor of which, and others, 
were courteous and generous, according to their 
ability; who, after they had clothed and refreſhed 
them, aſſiſted them to Carolina, which province they 
reached on the 23d of the tenth month : but ſeveral 


of their company died under the hardſhips they met 


with; and Robert Barrow, by feeding upon ſuch 
anwholeſome food was taken with a flux, which 
continued upon him, together with the great ſuffer- 
ings he underwent in his journeys, being an- 
cient: he was thereby much decayed in his body; 
but his deſire was to ſee his friends once more in 
Philadelphia, which place he reached from Charl-f- 
town in Carolina, in fourteen days. 

One remarkable paſſage I may not omit, viz. the 
company Robert Barrow was with, to fave their 
lives, Amed the name of Spaniards {for the Indians 


Rood in ſome fear of them) and this true-hearted 


man being directly aſked the queſtion, © Art thou 


8 3 a Nick- 
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© a Nickaleer?* which is an Engliſhman; he an- 
fwered, © Yes:* though for his plain dealing he was 
{tripped naked of his clothes, which till then he had 
ſaved, God not ſuffering theſe ſavages to touch his 
life, nor the lives of thoſe who were with him; 
though at one time theſe creatures placed them- 
ſelves each behind one, having their arms extended, 
with their knives in their hands ready to execute 
their bloody deſign ; ſome taking hold of them by 
their heads, with their knees ſet againſt their ſhoul- 
ders, waiting for their Caſſekey, or chief, to begin: 
they were very loud in words, which were not un- 
deritood, but on a ſudden it pleaſed God to work 
wonderfully for their preſervation, and inſtantly all 
theſe favage men were ſtruck dumb, like men amazed 
for the ſpace of a quarter of an hour; in which time 
their countenances fell, and they looked like another 
people, and quitted the places they had taken behind 
them, and fell to plundering their cheſts and trunks. 

But to return to our friend Robert Barrow, who 
behaved himſelf under all thoſe calamities in great 
patience, and by faith overcame even the worſt of 
men, loooking to him wha 1s inviſible, who by his 
grace ſupported him under all. And by prayer 
he wreftled with God, to be delivered from thoſe un- 
reaſonable creatures, deſiring to lay his bones among 
his faithful friends in Philadelphia. And God was 
ſo gracious, that he ſealed an aſſurance upon his 
ſpirit, even before he was yet off his knees, that his 
prayer was heard, and ſhould be anſwered in due 
time. And great ſtrength and comfort he was to 
his companions in affliction. 

When he arrived at Philadelphia, divers friends 
went on board to help him on ſhore, but he was ſo 
weak that he could not be removed that night, being 
the 4th of the ſecond month, but he ſignified to 
friends his great ſatisfaction, That the Lord had 
granted his requeſt, that he might lay down his 

© bones 
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© bones in that place; that his heart was ſtrong, and 
he hoped he might ſee friends again at the meeting.” 
He made mention of © the goodneſs of God to him, 
© and that his preſence had attended him in all his 
© exerciſe.” Next morning he was removed to the 
houſe of Samuel Carpenter, where he flept a conſi- 
derable time: the ſame day friends coming to viſit him, 
he rejoiced, putting forth his hand ready to embrace 
them, to whom he faid, © Although my body be 
weak, my mind is found and memory good; and 
© the Lord hath been very good to me all along to 
© this very day, and this morning hath ſweetly re- 
© freſhed me: and farther added, The Lord hath 
© anſwered my deſire, for I defired content, and that 


© I might come to this place to lay my bones amongſt _ 


you: and afterwards faid, © It is a good thing to 
© have a conſcience void of offence, both towards 
© God and towards men.* On the day that he died; 
he deſired a friend to write to his friends in England, 
and to acquaint his relations, that he had ſettled his 


outward affairs; and afterwards declared to divers 


friends that were by him, That the Lord was with 
him, and all things were well, and that he had 
© nothing to do but to die.* Accordingly, on the 
ſame day, he departed this life in peace with God, 
being the 4th of the ſecond month, 1697, and was 


buried the 6th of the ſame, in friends burying-ground 
in Philadelphia. 


See more of his travels and ſufferings, &c. in a 
printed book, entitled, God's Protecting Provi- 
* dence, Man's ſureſt Help and Defence.” By 
Jonathan Dickenſon. 


Some 
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Some remarkable Won ps, ſpoken by HAYS 
HAMILTON, Son of Huh HAMILTON, of 
Ireland, a little before his Death. Aged 12 Years, 


E faid, © He had been ſeveral times in a place 

© by himſelf, where he wiſhed he had been for 
© ever, he * ſo much of the comfortable pre- 
© ſence of the Lord in ſilent waiting upon him, and 
© meditating in his law, which drew his ſoul into 
© rapture.* He alſo told his ſchoolmaſter, the day he 
left the ſchool, © That his ſaid maſter ſhould ſee him 
© go no more that way, until he ſaw him carried to 
© his burial.* His maſter aſked the reaſon for his 
faying ſo, he ſaid, © He knew that he had taken the 
© ſmall-pox, and that he ſhould die of that diſeaſe ;' 
which accordingly came to paſs about twelve days 
after. | 

Hearing his mother reading the firſt of Cor. xv. 
50. where the apoſtle Paul ſays, «© Fleſh and blood can- 
« not inherit the kingdom of God,” he aſked his father 
what he thought of that ſaying ; the father returned the 
queſtion to his fon, and aſked his opinion of it; he 
replied, * As God was a ſpirit, that which was for 
© his uſe, he would make it ſpiritual, and therefore 
© no longer fleſh and blood.” 

Alſo, when troubled with ſeveral queſtions about 
baptiſm, he ſaid he could prove from Epheſ. iv. 5. 
„ That there was one Lord, one faith, and one bap- 
« tiſm; and he faid, © Them that will be ſatisfied 
© with that water, let them hold it; for my part, I 
© depend nothing upon it, I depend only upon the 
© baptiſm of the ſpirit; I doubt there are many that 
© talk about baptiſm, who know very little what 
„ —— 

He was taken ſick, and about a quarter of an hour 
before he died, ſitting up in his bed, his mother and 
ſiſters by him, he aſked what day of the week it 

| | Was; 
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v7as ; ſhe told him; he then aſked the hour of the 
day, the which the told; then he ſaid, Heaven is 
© not far from me.“ His aunt aſked him if he was 
willing to leave his father and mother, and all the 
world, to go to heaven; he ſaid, © Yes, I am;' and 
further ſaid, © It is a ſweet change.“ She deſired the 
Lord might prepare him, and clear the way for him: 
he looking in her face faid, © I know the way, and 
© who hath cleared it.“ And ſo died in peace the 7th 
of the third month, 1697, in the 12th year and 7th 
month of his age. | 


* 


HOMAS FELL, late of Chapelhouſe in the 
1 © county of Cumberland, was convinced in the 
year 1653, and he was one of the firſt married 
amongſt friends, at leaſt in thoſe parts. He owned 
marriage to be an ordinance of God; yet he could 
not find in all the holy Scriptures, that God ever 
appointed any of his prieſts or miniiters to ag 4 
any, or appointed they ſhould have money for ſo 
doing : yet he was caſt into priſon at Carliſle, for 
not being married by a prieſt, and there remained 
priſoner one year, and before he had his liberty his 
wife died, He was afterwards a priſoner near ten 
years, at the ſuit of one Edward Relf and Hugh 
dimpſon, impropriators, for not paying ten pence 
per year for tithes, which they called preſcription- 
money, for which he ſuffered cheerfully, and with 
patience : and after it pleaſed the Lord that he got 
his liberty, he travelled in the ſervice of truth, bearin 
teſtimony thereto, freely preaching the goſpel of Chriſt 
in England and Scotland; and divine openings of 
heavenly things he had, and was of a blameleſs life 
and converſation, and ſerviceable where he lived, and 
as he grew in years, he grew in gravity and zeal for 


the 
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the Lord, and for the promotion and proſperity of the 
great work the Lord hath begun in the earth, even 
to the concluſion of his time. A friend viſiting him 
near the hour of his departure, his memory was per— 
fe, and he ſaid, Truth is as precious as ever, for 
© which I have been freely given up to ſuffer, labour, 
© and travel, both in our own county and in Scotland,” 
Indeed, he b.came as a pillar in the Lord's, houſe ; 
and when, by reaſon of bodily weakneſs, he could 
not travel, he was concerned, that friends might be 
© kept in unity, and walk in the fellowſhip of the 
© goſpel :* and inquired © whether they were in love 
© one with another. and if there were no rent or 
© diviſion ?? And when it was reported to him, that 
© friends were moſtly well, and truth proſpered,” he 
was comforted; and in great peace. he departed this 
life, 1697, in unity with the brethren, aged 73 years, 


. BLACK HOUSE, of Velland- Conyers, 
in the county of Lancaſter, was a man of a 
blameleſs converſation, and a good example, and of 
great ſervice in divers affairs of truth. In the year 
1697, he was, at the ſuit of the Dean and Chapter of 
orceſter, apprehended and committed to Lancaſter 
caſtle for his Chriſtian teſtimony againſt tithes, where 
he continued for ſome time a faithful ſufferer, until he 
fell ſick of body, which increaſed upon him to the 
| finiſhing of his life in this world; and when he was 
(as to outward appearance) nigh unto death, the Lord 
revived his ſpirit, and he did ſing, and make pleaſant 
melody unto God in his heart, and faid, © The Lord 
© hath appeared in a wonderful manner unto my ſoul, 
© and the Lord hath removed and taken away the 
© pains of this my outward body, and hath received 
me into his boſom ;. and hath ſet me upon his holy 
mountain, 
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© mountain, which is as ſure as mount Sion, that 
© cannot be moved, and it is better for me to die 
© than to live.” 

He died a faithful ſufferer for the teſtimony of 
Jeſus Chriſt, in Lancaſter caſtle, the 13th day of the 
fourth month, 1697, aged 29 years. 


ERCY EMES, wife of Charles Emes, 

of Warwick, and daughter of John Garner, 

of Kinningſworth, of the ſame county, yeoman, — 
Her firſt huſband's name was Charles Devale, a 
Frenchman, who was formerly a prieſt of the Church 
of England, and chaplain to the Earl of Eſſex ; but 
for conſcience ſake he left that church, and joined 
with the Baptiſts in London, amongſt which people 
he continued until his death. "The ſaid Mercy, be- 
fore ſhe was his wife, attended upon the old Counteſs 
of Ranelagh, from which family Charles Devale 
married her. She did, from a child, ſeek after the 
kingdom of heaven ; and when ſhe was among the 
Baptiſts was diſſatisfied with the doctrine which ſhe 
often heard preached of God's abſolute reprobation 
of men, and upon that account ſought for a people 
who had better tidings to preach ; and in her inquiry 
came to a meeting of the people called Quakers, 
where ſhe heard preached the (Titus ii. 11, 12, 13, 
14,) © Free grace of God, which bringeth ſalva- 
« tion, that it did appear to all men, teaching them 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts ; that we 
« ſhould live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly in 
« this preſent world.” And from that time ſhe 
(with two other of her acquaintance who were with 
her) left the Baptiſts, and embraced the truth, and 
joined in fellowſhip with the people called Quakers, 
among which people ſhe married Charles Emes. 2 
boften 
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often praiſed the Lord for the knowledge of his truth, 
which ſhe loved and valued above all outward enjoy- þ 
ments, and ordered her converſation according there. f 
unto unto the end of her days. 

Her ſickneſs held her about five weeks, in which 
time ſhe ſaid, © It was a good thing to be ready to 
© die, and not to have that work to do when we are 
© to leave the world.* And the Lord was large in 
his love to her; for which ſhe bleſſed his name in the 
ſenſe of his mercy: and as her friends and neighbour: 
came to viſit her, ſhe exhorted them in great love and 
tenderneſs, which cauſed much brokenneſs of heart 
amongſt them: one viſiting her, ſhe ſaid, © I have a 
© love to thee, thou art convinced, but not convert- 
© ed; hold on thy way, the Lord will do thee good. 
Another time two friends viſiting her, one inquired 
how ſhe did ; ſhe anſwered, © I am a dying woman, 
I am going to my God, and thy God;“' ſhe ſaid, 
© Why ſo long coming to ſee me? he told her 
the reaſon ; ſhe replied, © Thy heart is towards Sion, 
© and ſo is the other friends; keep your ſhoulder to 
© the work which God hath put upon you, hold him 
© forth to the nations, be not aſhamed of Chriſt, he 
cis a glorious Saviour, if I ſhould live I muſt declare 
c it, if I live I cannot hold my peace.“ And ſhe 
teſtified to the ſervice of women's meetings, ſaying, 
Women have a ſervice for God as well as men, and 
women's meetings are for. ſervice, and this is my 
© teſtimony before I die.“ To a friend who wa 
under ſome doubtful thoughts, ſhe ſpake by way o 
encouragement, ſaying, Thou wilt meet with 
© many troubles, but it will be well with thee in the 
© end;* with more words to that purpoſe. She ſpent 
much of the time of her ſickneſs in praiſing God. 
The day before ſhe died, ſhe ſpake to ſeveral friend 
concerning their ſtates and conditions in the trut!; 
ſhe was freely reſigned to die, and nothing ſeem: 

bard to her to part with except her two children ; 
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whom ſhe often ſaid, My little babes ;* but ſhe 
declared her ſatisfaction, that the Lord would provide 
for them, A few hours before ſhe died, her huſband 
coming to her bedſide, about midnight, found her 
pouring out her ſoul to the Lord; and ſhe ſaid to 
him, © The ſting of death is taken away; I am not 
* afraid to die, I have the evidence of God's love 
© ſealed to me.“ -Moreover ſhe ſaid, My bed is 
© a bed of roſes;* which expreſſion ſhe uſed ſeveral 
times in her ſickneſs; ſo reſigning her ſoul unto the 
Lord, ſhe finiſhed this life the 31ſt of the eighth 
month, 1697, and was buricd at Warwick. 


— 


UDOR BRAIN, of London, a youth about 

17 years of age, was taken ill about the tenth 
month, 16g6, and from that time declined daily, till 
the tenth month following. Being in the country 
for his health, he was often obſerved to be in retire- 
ment in the fields, ſometimes returning with wet 
eyes, and his friends apprehending it might proceed 
from his diſtemper, or elſe from fear of death, his 
frequent anſwers were, He was no ways afraid to 
die, but willingly reſigned himſelf up to the will of 
© God, either for life or death.* About a month 


before he died he was taken ſo ill as not to be able 


to go out of his chamber, and ſo continued. Being 
daily with a great ſenſe of God upon his ſpirit, he 
would often mention full aſſurance of his future hap- 
pineſs, ſaying, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly, 
© and receive my foul.” Aſter this he called for a 
bible, deſiring to read; his mother's anſwer was, 
© Child, thou art weak ;* he faid, he could read; 
and fo read the 17th chapter of John with trembling 
lips; when he came to the 20th verſe, viz, “ Neither 

Vor, I. T ce pray 
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« pray I for theſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall 
« believe on me through their word,” he took parti- 
cular notice, and wept. On the day before he de- 
parted he fell fo ill they thought he was ſmitten with 
death; and ſeveral friends viſiting him, he was much 

<ſreſhed and comforted, ſaying, « O mother, how 
< merciful is the great God to me, that hath put it in 
© the hearts of good friends to viſit me! there are 
© healthier and younger Jads than I, that are gone 
before me, a poor conſumptive lad; he hath ſpared 
me, ſurely I ſhall never forget his mercies.”— 


Addrefling himſelf to the Lord, he ſaid, « Oh! 


glory, glory and praiſes, for they are thine for 
«© evermore.” Then ſitting Kill, he ſaid, © O ! thou 
© merciful God, thou art merciful, I can fay that I 
have found it io; that when I had no breath, 1 have 
© ſought thee, ad it hath been given me.“ His 
parents hearing him, they wept, but he anſwered, 
< Wherefore are ye troubled, my dear parents ? Be 
© not troubled for me, for 1 am going to a better 
c place; if it be the will of the Lord, he can raiſe 
* me; but if not, his will be done: it may be he 
© may ſpare me two or three days.“ Turning his 
eyes on his parents, he ſaid, © You are the neareſt in 
© the world to me, but yet there is a nearer that is 

c above.“ After ſoine ſilence, he ſaid, © In my 
© younger years I have gone by myſelf down into the 
© meadows, and have cried to the Lord, but knew 
© not where he vas; and when I heard his voice 1 
© trembled; and as I gave up, the Lord Jeſus made 
© himſelf known unto me; then I knew what [ 
* ſought for: with more concerning a viſion he had of 
his future happineſs; and he alſo teſtified againit ſuper- 
fluity in the houſe. And about twelve hours before 
his death, a ne-r relation deſiring, on behalf of thoſe 
preſent, that 2 might be fitted for their latter 
end, he ſaid, © You muſt pray, and hang, and lean 
upon the Lord Jeſus Chritt ; for it is of him, and 
© through 


times, and concernin 
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through him, that we muſt expect ſalvation : with- 
out him ye can do nothing; for he died for ſinners, 
and he is very merciful to forgive; he hath forgiven. 
me, bleſſed be his holy name. Although ſome be 
hardened and ſtubborn, yet the Lord is merciful, 
© he can and may forgive; but you that are in the 
truth, keep in the truth :* with more which he ſaid 
of the advantage of remembering our Creator be- 
& death. 

About two hours before he died, he prayed thus: 
© Lord God be merciful, thou art good, thou art 
© bountiful : Lord have mercy on me; come, Lord 
6 Jeſus, have mercy. Thou diedſt for ſinners; 
© glory, glory to the God of heaven] oh! praiſes to 
thy name: Lord Jeſus receive my ſoul :* with more 
that he ſaid to his father and mother. Lying ſtill a 
little, he faid, O what a glorious kingdom I am 
going to! there are dainties enough. O what a 
numerous army hath my God.“ And fo lay praiſing 
God till he finiſhed this life, about two in the morn- 
ing, on the 3d of the tenth month, 1697. 


LEE. WE HE © 


La 


LIZABETH COWPERTHWATTE, wife of 
Hugh Cowperthwaite, of Fluſhing in Long- 
land in America, was convinced of truth about the 
year 1652, in the north part of Old England, and, 
continued therein faithful to the end. She was a 
woman ſerviceable in the church of Chriſt in ſeveral 
reſpects, as well as by a publick teſtimony to the 
bleſſed truth, which ſhe bore in much plainneſs and 
lincerity, delighting in the proſperity of truth, and of 
the people of God; and had true judgment when to 
ſpeak, and when to be ſilent; and divided between 
the precious and the vile, being tender to the broken-- 
hearted, but as a ſword * that which was * 
| 2 an 
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and which tended to diviſion in the church of Chrift ; 
very deſirous that the young generation might grow 
up in the life of truth, as well as in the education 
thereof. 

She was at times ſick ſeveral months before ſhe 
died, which ſhe endured with great contentedneſs, 
often exprefling the love of God to her, and ſaid, 
© That ſhe felt his heavenly preſence.* In the time 
of her ſickneſs ſhe bore many faithful teſtimonies to 
the glory of the worthy name of God, ſtrengthening 
and encouraging friends in his work and ſervice, and 
againſt the ſpirit of ſeparation; for the Lord had 
ſealed it upon her heart, that that which leads out of 
the heavenly unity, and brotherly fellowſhip, was a 
falſe ſpirit, and not of the Father: and ſhe often ſaid, 
© 'That ſuch could not be heirs with the true ſeed.” 
She exhorted thoſe about her againſt the ſuperfluity of 
the world, ſhewing them the ill conſequence thereof, 
And thoſe friends who came to ſee her, ſhe exhorted 
. . to faithfulneſs, ſaying, © There is nothing like it.” 
| She continued ſenſible to the laſt, and departed this 
life on the 15th of the tenth month, 1697. 


— 

ELIZABETH HARMAN, wife of John 

, Harman, haberdaſher in London, and daughter 
of John Staploe, grocer of the ſame city, was viſited 
with a lingermg diſtemper, which continued upon 
her for about four months; in which time God was 
graciouſly pleaſed to give her many opportunities 
of great comfort, inclining ſeveral friends to viſit her, 
and to pray to the Lord on her behalf. She much 
deſired retirement, to feel her mind ſtayed upon the 
Lord, that ſhe might feel his living power to prepare 
her, that whether life or death, ſhe might be freely 
reſigned, and given up to the will of God. a” 
| | # »> 
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ſaid, Oh, how hard it is to come there! it is hard 
work to die, without having a full aſſurance of the 
6 love of God.” 

She had great travail and exerciſe of ſpirit, with. 
ſtrong cries to the Lord, and wreſtlings againſt the 
enemy, who endeavoured to hurry her mind, and 
bring her into doubts and fears, ſo that ſhe would 
often ſay, How buſy is the enemy in a time of 
« weakneſs, and how hard it is to have a mind ſtayed 
© upon the Lord! 

After ſome time it was thought convenient, for the 
benefit of the air, to remove her into the country to 
Millhill in the county of Middleſex, which being 
done, ſhe was fatisfied therewith, ſaying, © She hoped 
© the ſhould have more opportunity of retirement to 
© ſeek the Lord, and find him near her.” 

One day her father being by her, ſhe ſaid, Oh, it 
© iS a good condition truly to wait and feel the mind 
© ſtayed upon the Lord.“ And her father related 
ſomething of his own experience, having been greatly 
diſtreſſed for want of the preſeace of the Lord, and 
help in the time of need. She acknowledged her 


father's experience, and ſpoke with great reſpect of 


him, and low thoughts of herſelf, At another time 


ſhe faid, Oh the enemy takes advantage of my 


© outward weakneſs :* but faith ariſing, ſhe ſaid, © I 
* truſt the Lord will drive him quite away.” 

A few days before ſhe died, her father and another 
friend coming late one night to viſit her, found her 
under great inward travail for the * enjoyment of the 
© love of God to her ſoul, that being all ſhe defired.* 
And the next day waiting upon the Lord in her 
chamber, the friend ſignified the ſenſe he had © of the 
© mercy and love of God towards her;“ deſiring that 
ſhe might wait to feel more of it, and truſt therein, 
watching againſt the enemy; and he believed God 
would graciouſly anſwer her deſire and breathing ; and 
ſhe acknowledged his regard to her, And the friend 

es | added, 
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added, © I believe this day ſhall not paſs over, before 
© the Lord give thee thy longed for deſire; [which 
was God's preſence]. She believing, anſwered, © I 
© believe the Lord will hear thy prayers for me.“ And 
about the third hour in the afternoon, whilſt her huſ- 
band and friends fat by her waiting upon the Lord, 
the fame friend prayed, and God did in a Jarge man- 
ner manifeſt his love amongſt them, and by his living 
power drove away the clouds and darkneſs, to the 
refreſhing of the mourner, and the comfort of her 
that could not be comforted without the feeling of 
his power and goodneſs : and ſhe faid, Oh now is 
the good time come ! now I feel the love of God 
© towards me in my foul ! he hath opened my heart 
© and brought me into liberty; how good a God have 
© 1! Oh the merciful God that I have to do with, 
© that hath remembered me ! he that faid to the thief 
© upon the croſs, To- day ſhalt thou be with me in 
« paradife,”” he hath looked upon me. Now I am 
© fatished ; now I am freely reſigned, and given up 
© unto the will of God, for now hath the Lord given 
me the aſſurance of his love for ever: and it was 
obſervable how careful ſhe was all along of ſpeaking 
any thing beyond what ſhe enjoyed. 

As her near friends and relations ſympathized with 
her in the deep exerciſe and travail of ſoul ſhe under- 
went, before ſhe received the full aſſurance of eternal 
happinefs ; which when ſhe had attained to it, was 
occaſion of comfort and gladneſs of heart to them. 

Soon after, ſome came to viſit her, to whom ſhe 
fignified ſomething of the Lord's dealings with her, 
reminding them of their latter end, and the ne- 
$ g of a preparation for that time ;? and withal, 
© how hard it was to die.” One of them being un- 
der ſome convincement of truth, ſhe- declared the 
need there was to mind and have regard to the 
« convictions of the ſpirit of truth, and diſcovery of 
light; ' certifying © the principle of truth to be moſt 

| . excellent; 
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excellent; and ſo many as were led by it, are fit to 
© die; but if any profeſſing the ſame aid: act contrary, 
© the fault was their own.* Deſiring, © that not any 
thing of that kind might be a ſtumbling- block to 
© them :* ſpeaking alſo of the © great aſſurance of the 
© love of God which ſhe enjoyed, and now was willing 
© to die, having nothing elſe to do but to die :* which 
ſo greatly affected the perſons ſhe ſpoke to, that they 
wept much, and faid © they ſhould never forget what 
© ſhe had ſpoken.*—At night, her huſband and father, 
and others, being preſent, ſhe ſaid, Come now re- 
joice with me; the good time is now come, becauſe 
© the Lord is good, the Lord is good, and hath given 
me the aſſurance of eternal life!] ſo that you may 
now rejoice with me, and I hope you will have a 
joyful parting ; the Lord give you a good meeting 
from whence I am to be buried, and blefs the op- 
portunity to them that may be there. Oh that all 
might be diligent who have been careleſs, and Jet 
their minds out after vain things ;* defiring, © that 
all might love plainneſs.“ | 
The next day the ſignified to thoſe about her, © the 
© continuance of the favour and love of God that ſhe 
© was enlarged to ſpeak of, and praiſe him for the 
© ſame, who ſupported her under great weakneſs ;? 
and that © ſhe ſaw clearly. through the ſecret and 
© ſubtle workings of the enemy of her ſoul, who would 
© have diſcouraged her, but,” ſaid ſhe, © I know the 
© power that hath driven him back, and he muſt enter 
© no more: now is my foul redeemed to God, and 
© he that hath redeemed me is near me. The fſuf- 
© ferings and death of Chriſt, and of his agonies, 
© the ſhedding of his blood, and what he hath done 
for me, I feel now that I have the benefit of all: 
© bleſſed be my Redeemer wno is near me.“ ä 
On the ſixth day of the week divers of her rela- 
tions and friends came from London to ſee her, and 
were much comforted, becauſe of the good , 
| t 
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that they found her in; and the time was good, be- 
cauſe the good God of life opened the living ſprings 
in their hearts; that which ſtopped the well being 
taken away. So that thoſe who loved her moſt were 
reconciled to part with her. Then to one of thoſe 
preſent, whom ſhe loved much, ſhe ſaid, Oh, why 
* haſt thou ſtaid fo long? if thou hadſt been here 
© before, I believe I had been gone; but oh, when I 
_ © wreſtled with the Lord for my own ſoul, thou waſt 
© {til before me, and it was often in my mind to ſend 
for thee: indeed, I may ſay, the Lord conſtrained 
© me, and it was to tell thee this, "That thy ſtate 
„is as mine was, not as mine is:“ No, no, thou 
© haſt hard work to do firſt : oh the anxiety, the ſor- 
© row, the agony, and perplexity of ſou], the Lord 
© hath been pleaſed to lay upon me, yet blameleſs as 
© to my life and converſation : none can accuſe me 
of any evil, neither do I believe they can thee, 
© neither can I: therefore take it not amiſs, for in 
pure love to thy never dying foul do J perſuade 
© thee and exhort thee ; for I cannot but fay, I have 
< ſeen clearly into thy ſtate, becauſe I love thee. I 
© am concerned for thee, I know it is as I was: I 
© have ſometimes gone to a meeting, and not keeping 
© on my watch, my mind was cumbered with many 
«© things, and I have gone away never the better: 
© anſwer me, Hath it not been ſo with thee? And 
no reply being made, ſhe ſpoke earneſtly, and aſked 
again, Prithee tell me;* then an anſwer being 
given, ſhe ſaid, Watch and pray, dear friend, for 
© thou wilt find it hard to die, live as well as thou 
© canſt; and thou knoweit not but it may be thy 
© turn next. Though thou art a flower, ſo was I; 
© yet ſee how I am faded away: forget not my dying 
© words, forget them not, they are ſpoke to thee in 
© pure love; therefore, dear friend, take them ſo.” 
Then ſhe ſaid, Farewell, farewell; I am going to 
© eternal glory; but oh! how hard was it to obtain an 

© aſſurance 
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* aſſurance thereof! but now glory, glory to my God! 
© | have obtained pardon, and am going to him. And 
© one word more, dear friend; keep in all plainneſs 
© both in houſe and apparel, for that becomes us beſt 
* that will laſt longeſt that we ſhall have moſt peace 
© in;* then bid her again farewell. 

That night another friend came to viſit her, who, 
with her huſband, father, and divers other friends, 
had a good meeting in her chamber. After which 
ſhe expreſſed her affections to her huſband and tender 
children, deſiring © the blefling of God upon them,“ 
and that * her children might be brought up in the 
© fear of the Lord, and in that plainneſs that truth 
© leads into :* then ſaid affectionately to her father, 
© Thou haſt been a tender father to me, be ſo to 
* mine a grandfather, double, double.“ And further 
faid, Though I have a loving huſband and two fine 
children, and plenty enough of things of this 
* world, ſo that there is nothing wanting ; but oh, 
* what is all that? It is as nothing in compariſon of 
the overcoming love of God which I feel. Oh, 
© how gracious a God have I. Now I want to go 
© hence, I long to be diflolved : come Lord, come Lord 
© Jeſus, receive my ſpirit.” And for the comfort of 
her friends, ſhe ſaid, My gracious God hath given 
me the full aſſurance ; oh, the light that I ſee before 
* me, and the glory of that kingdom IJ. ſhall ſoon 
© enter into! ö 

The night before her departure, it having been the 
monthly-meeting at Millhill, and ſeveral of her 
friends having come from London, after they were 
gone, her father took notice what a company of 
friends had been below, ſhe replied, © I pray God bleſs 
: your and grant to you all as happy an end as I am 
© like to make ;* with many more ſenſible expreſſions 
which ſhe uttered. That night ſhe received a letter 
from William Penn, whom ſhe much eſteemed, "ad 

a 
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had been to viſit her in the beginning of her ſicknefs, 
part of it is as follows : 


_ © Dram ELIZABETH, 


I am grieved that I am hindered from ſeeing thee, 
© but I have ſought the Lord for thee, and in fpirit 
© abundantly ſympathized with thee : I beſeech him to 
© make all eaſy to thee in life or in death; the Lord 
God of thy life, and the life of his dear people, be 
© with thee, and do his good pleafure : in the love of 
© which endleſs life I bid thee farewell, farewell. Ih 
© friend and brother in the Lord, where we ſhalt 
© meet again and hve for ever,” 


The which letter, a friend preſent, at her deſire, 
anſwered, and ſhe at concluſion expreſſed theſe words, 
© My love in the Lord Jeſus, (in whom I received his 
© love} is dearly to him, and my dear love to his 
© wife.” * | 

The next day, being the ſecond day of the week, 
ſhe ſaid in the morning to them about her, Dear 
© friends, farewell; the Lord God of heaven and 
© earth be with you, bleſs you, and preſerve you.” 
And having taken her leave of her huſband, and all 
in order, leaving directions not only about her 
children, as to the bringing them up, but alſo the 
family ſhe left behind, and concerning ſeveral acts of 
charity, alſo her burial, and the manner of it; about 
the third hour in the afternoon ſhe ſaid to a miniſter 
preſent, who often viſited her in her ſickneſs, © A true 
© friend, the Lord reward thee when I am gone.“ 
Having an eaſy paſlage, ſhe ſoon fell aſleep, and 1s 
now at reſt in the Lord. 

She remembered her love in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ta friends. She died at Millhill on the 12th, and 
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was buried in London the 15th of the ſecond month, 
1698, aged 28 years. 


—  — — ——ñ̃— 


NDREW TAYLOR received truth in the 
year 1672, when it pleaſed God to viſit many 
about the borders of England, in Cumberland, in 
{ending his ſervants to declare the word of life 
amongſt them; and through his faithfulneſs and true 
zeal for the Lord he came to be wonderfully changed, 
and ſuftered ſeveral impriſonments for meeting among 
the Lord's people. He was a man diligent in buſineſs, 
faithful and upright among men. .His way was, to 
be better than he appeared, ſo that people loved and 
eſteemed him. After ſeveral years, having approved 
himſelf juſt and honeſt towards men, God beftowed 
his heavenly riches upon him, and called him to the 
work of the miniſtry about the year 1679, fitting 
him for the ſame, ſo that by him many were con- 
vinced of the truth and right way of the Lord, not 
only in his own country where he was beſt known, 
but in other parts; for he travelled diligently in many 
parts of this nation, and alſo in Scotland and Ireland. 
He was zealous to reprove fin, and careful to preach 
the goſpel freely, his own endeavours ſufficiently ſup- 
plying his neceffities. At laſt his body being much 
ſpent, through his many labours and travels, a univer- 
{at weakneſs or conſumption ſeized him: and being 
ſatisfied that his end drew near, there continued a 
travail upon his ſpirit, That the Lord God that had 
been with him, and borne him up in many deep 
trials and exerciſes, would accept of him into his 
reit, The friends preſent were witneſſes of the 
hope that he had in his latter end: and a little before 
he died, he prayed, ſaying, Come, Lord ſeſus, come 
quickly, for now I am ready.“ 1520 
| Being 


252 PIETY PROMOTED. 


Being filled with heavenly joy, he departed this 
life the 3d day of the third month, 1698, in the 55th 
year of his age, having been about 19 years a 

preacher of the goſpel. 


— ͤ— — 


DETER FLETCHER was born near Pardſey in 

Cumberland, and educated in the profeſſion of 
truth. He came over to be an apprentice in Dublin; 
and after he had ſerved his apprenticeſhip, ſettled in 
the ſaid city. He was of a good converſation, both 
in reſpect to his Chriſtian duty towards God, in 
attending meetings for the worſhip of God, and 
other religtous performances, and ready and cheerful 
in doing thoſe offices of love which we owe one unto 
another. About three years before his death, the 
Lord was pleaſed to call him into the miniſtry, in 
which he was ſound and deliberate in his delivery, 
being careful to miniſter from that ability which 
God had given him. He was under weakneſs of 
body ſome months before his death, in which time 
he ſpake of the Lord's dealings with him, and how 
he © inclined his heart to ſeek him when he was 
young, and had preſerved him all along to that 
© day, in a ſenſe of his goodneſs and power which 
had preſerved him, ſo that he was freely given up 
© to the Lord's diſpoſing, and rather willing to leave 
© the world than ſtay any longer therein, if it were 
£ the Lord's will;' and further ſaid, © he found no- 
£ thing but ſweet peace to abound in his heart from 
© the Lord:* and fo being prepared for his latter 
end, he departed this life in Dublin, the 29th of the 
fourth month, 1698 ; aged about 30 years. 
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HARLES MARSHALL, born at Briſtol in 
the year 1637, was religiouſly educated by his 
parents in the Independent way. In his tender 
ook he had inward deſires after the knowledge of 
God. | 
After he had continued ſome years amongſt the 
Independents, and alſo the Baptiſts, he grew more 
and more diſſatisfied with the empty and lifeleſs pro- 
feſſion of thoſe amongſt whom he walked, He ſpent 
much time in retirement alone in the fields, under 
a ſenſe of his ſtate and condition, crying unto the 
Lord, and ſeeking after his ſaving knowledge; in 
which ſtate he continued, until it pleaſed God to 
ſend to that 'city his faithful ſervant John Audland, 
from the north of England, by whoſe powerful 
miniſtry he was turned to the light of Chriſt Jeſus 
in his own heart, which had before diſcovered his 
ſtate and condition unto him: and after he came to 
turn in his mind to the light of the Lord, and was 
thereby and therein reſigned, he came to witneſs 
God's pure power, love and life, to break in upon 
him; and after manifold exerciſes and troubles, he 
was raiſed up a powerful miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, 
and an inſtrument in God's hand to turn many to 
righteouſneſs. | | 
He was moved in the year 1670 to go through 
the nation of England, to viſit God's heritage, which 


he did within the compaſs of one year ; and although 


it was then a time of great perſecution, yet in all his 
paſſage through cities, towns, and all the counties 
of the land, no man was ſuffered to lay hands on 
him, or ſtop his way. Ly. 
He continued a faithful miniſter, and laboured 
much in the goſpel to the time of his ſickneſs, which 
laſted ſeveral months; in all which time, great pa- 
tience and meekneſs appeared in him, although under 
great weakneſs and affliction of body, 
Vor. I. . | 


He 
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He had ſome ſight and knowledge of his end; for 

a little before he was taken ill, he earneſtly preſſed 

a particular friend of his, to ride out of town with 

him, having ſomething of moment to impart to him; 

and when they were a few miles from London, he 
faid, amongſt other things, © That he was ſatisfied 

his departure drew near, and therefore had a deſire 
© to diſcourſe with him about ſome particular things 

© before he died.* And when he was taken ill, he 

ſent for the ſame friend, and told him, Now he waz 
„ ſatisfied he ſhould go abroad no more;' although 

in his illneſs there was no ſuch appearance to others 

(which the ſaid friend told him), but whatſoever he 
ſaid to take him off ſuch thoughts, it had no impreſ- 
Non upon him; he continued fixed in his mind, 
„That he ſhould die of that illneſs.” Several of 
his friends preſſed him to go into the country, but 

he deſired only to go to John Padley's, a friend that 
dwelt near the river ſide, which he much liked; and 

at his firſt going thither he was a little better, but 

ſoon altered again. He lay ill there about three 

months, and ſeveral friends often came to ſec him, 
and he would be frequently giving them ſeaſonable 

counſel and advice, in many heavenly expreſſions, 
and would often exhort them, To keep in love 

£ and unity, and to the living divine power and 

life of truth, that thereby they might be kept a 

© people freſh and green, and living to God; that 

*©£ ſo formality might not prevail over them.“ He 
- preſſed, © That a great regard might be had of the 
© poor, and that ſome way might be found out for 
their employment; often ſaying to this effect, 
© That in an unexpreſſible manner he felt their ſuf- 

< ferings, by reaſon of their poverty.“ Indeed he was 

a man that greatly ſympathized with thoſe who were 
afflicted either in body or mind, being of a very 


tender ſpirit, 
| ; wy Ch Þ 
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A little before his departure, ſending for John 
Padley and his wife into his chamber, he ſaid to 
him, * Dear John, do what thou canit for the ho- 
© nour of truth, and the Lord bleſs thee and thine 
© for generations to come.“ And to his wife he 
ſaid, © I hat he delired the Lord might be with 
© her, when ſhe came to ſ.ich a time as that he was 
Athen in, (. e. a death bed) and make her paſſage 
© eaſy; and his deſire was granted, for ſhe died in 
leis than a year after, and faid on her dying bed, 
That the Lord had anſwered dear Charles Mar- 
© ſhall's requeſt, for ſhe lay very eaſy, and freely 
© given up.* As he lay in this weak condition, he 
was often opening his mind to divers of his friends; 
particularly when ſeveral miniſtering friends came to 
ſee him, he ſpoke to this effect: I have loved the 
© brotherhood, I have ſought the unity and peace of 
© the churches for theſe forty years, and to my great 
© comfort, I never did any thing tending to the 
© breach. thereof, I have two things that lie upon 
© me to friends, which I deſire may be communi- 
© cated unto'them.? . 

The firſt is, That they gather down into the 
immortal ſeed and word of life in themſelves, and 
© be exerciſed in it before the Lord, and duly. prize 
and ſet a right value upon the many outward and 
© inward mercies, and bleſſings, and heavenly. viſi- 
© tations, that the Lord had eminently beſtowed 
© upon: them, ſince the morning of the day of his 
© bleſſed viſitation; then ſhall they grow and be pre- 
* ſerved in a Hving freſhneſs to him: and the Lord 
will continue his mercies to them, and they ſhall 
not want his refreſhing preſence in their meetings 
together before him.” | = 
The {econd thing is, That thoſe friends, that the 
Lord hath given great eſtates unto, ought to caſt: 
* their bread upon the waters, and do good there- 
with in their lifetime; for thoſe that are enjoyers 
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of ſuch things, ſhould ſee that they are good 
© ſtewards thereof: oh! the _—_y poor families that 
« ſuch perſons might be a help to! How eaſily might 
© they, with a little, aſſiſt many a family to live in 
© the world ! and what a comfort would it be for ſuch 
to ſee the fruits of their charity in their lifetime.” 
When our friend George Whitehead came to ſee 
him, with much tenderneſs of ſpirit, he ſignified 
his great peace and ſatisfaction, and that he always, 
© from the firſt, had an honourable eſteem of the 
unity of his brethren.* A little before his de- 


256 


parture, when William Penn, and divers others, viſited | 


him, he lay as a man gathered up in his ſpirit unto 
God, and though he was almoſt ſpent, his voice 
being very low, hardly to be heard, yet by what 
was underſtood, it might be perceived © That he had 
in poſſeſſion the earneſt of that bleſſed peace, 
© which he was going to receive the fulneſs of:“ 
the obſervation of his peace, and happy condition, 
much aftected thoſe preſent : and ſo he departed like 
a child, in a quiet frame of ſpirit, the 15th of the 
ninth month, 1698, aged 61 years, and was buried 
from Gracechurch-ſtreet meetinghouſe, in friends 
burial-ground near Bunhill-fields, London. 

A collection of his books and epiſtles, entitled, 
Sion's Travellers Comforted, was publiſhed in one 
yolume 8vo, 1704. 


HOMAS ROBINSON, of Bridgend, near 

| Kelſo in Scotland, was convinced of the truth 
about the year 1669, in which he walked circum- 
ſpectly, in a good converſation, to his latter end, be- 
ing a good example in the place where he lived; 
and often exhorted his friends and brethren, in the 
meeting to which he belonged, to faithfulneſs. ha 
x G 
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He was ſeveral times impriſoned about the years 
1672 and 1673, for meeting with the people called 
Quakers to worſhip God; after having lived to a 
good old age, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with 
ſickneſs, which continued about twelve days, in 
which time he was kept in patience, and often ſig- 
nified, That he felt the love of the Lord to his 
«© ſoul;* and exhorted his neighbours and relations, 
who came to ſee him, to © fear the Lord, and to turn 
© to him while they had time;* with many ſeaſonable 
expreſſions which he ſpoke, even. when he was in 
great pain, which much affected the ſtanders by; 
patience have its perfect 
work:“ he alſo ſignified, that being walking one 
evening by himſelf (as his manner was) he prayed 
fervently to the Lord, © that he might have a ſeal 
© of his aſſurance before his departure;* and im- 
mediately he was filled with great joy, and the word 
of the Lord came to him, ſaying, © Is not my grace 
© ſufficient for thee ? that is done already: thy peace 
is made.“ | 

A little before he departed, ſome of his children, 
with others, being preſent, and he being about to 
take his laſt leave of them, ſaid, Humble your hearts 
© before the Lord, make uſe of your time, and let flip 
no opportunity of making your peace with God.“ 
At laſt, recommending his ſpirit into the hands of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he laid down his head in ſweet 
peace, upon the 28th of the ninth month, 1698, 
being about the 73d year of his age. | 


257 


ORGAN CADWALADER, ſon of Mor- 
gan Cadwalader, of Merion Townſhip in 
Pennſylvania, being under weakneſs of body, ſaid, 
© When be was, in health he was not ſo care+ 
U3 ul 
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© ful as he ſhould have been ;* ſo that when he heard 
friends ſpeak concerning the preciouſneſs of the work 
of the Lord, and concerning being ſerious, and how 
needful it was to uſe but few words in our converfation, 
he was not careful enough concerning theſe things : 
and when it happened that he was among ſome who 
were light and vain, it was pleaſing to him. 

But when the Lord was pleaſed to viſit him with 
ſickneſs, and bring him (in his apprehenſion) very 
near death, then he began to conſider his condition, 
and faw himſelf wanting : then the fear of the Lord 
came upon him, and he took delight in his ſervice; 
and the company of them who were molt ſerious, 
and careful to keep cloſe to the Lord, was moſt ac- 
ceptable to him: and he deſired that they would pray 
for him; the Lord put it into his heart to go alone 
to wait upon him, and pray unto him; and it was 
his chief concern to be ſerious and grave, and to 
refram from that company which he formerly de- 
lighted in. Such a fear was upon his heart, that he 
would deſire his friends and relations, if they heard 
him at any time fay amiſs, to tell him of it. And 
when he was in his Jaſt ſickneſs, a friend viſiting 
him, inquired how he did; he replied, I am not 
afraid of death, nor puniſhment after it; for I 
know and am fatisfied that the Lord will have 


« mercy on me: and yet I wait to come one ſtep 


© nearer to him.“ To another friend he ſaid, taking 
his leave of him, When thy heart is tendered, re- 
© member me; for it is good for one that is weak 
* to have help.“ And often ſaid, © The time of my 
going to my long home draws nigh ;* and ſaid, 
How good is the Lord, and how great is his 
love.“ 1 | | | | 

One time he aſked his mother, how much he 
wanted of twenty years; ſhe replied; Three 
© quarters of a year.“ Then,” ſaid he, © if I go to 
$ my grave in my youthful days, I ſhall eſcape a 
a great 
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great deal of trouble that is in the world. I have 
very often uſed to go alone into the woods, and 
fall on my knees to pray to the Lord, and make 
covenants with him, and that with many tears: 
though I have ſometimes been too ſhort in per- 
forming my covenants which I made in my diſtreſs, 
yet the Lord has been merciful to me, and I am 
willing to die. I his poor carcaſe, which is much 
decayed already, will go to the grave ; but the 
purer part, or ſpirit that is in it, will go to the: 
Lord that gave it.” 
He faid to his brother, I know thou art tender, 
and often broken into tears : if thou wilt be care- 
ful, the Lord will be good to thee, I deſire thee 
after meeting on firſt-days, and on other days, 
when thou haſt time,. to read the Scriptures, and 
friends books, and ſpend leſs time in reading hiſ- 
tory; though I do not fay there is harm in ſo do- 
ing, if it do not too much employ thy mind: 
for theſe things will be of little worth at laſt: I _ 
hope thou wilt think on my words, when my body 
is in the duſt. And he prayed on this wiſe: © 6 
Lord, who doth hear and ſee in all places, let it be 
good in thy fight to look upon me a poor mortal; 
comfort and ftrengthen me, againſt the time that 
thou mayeſt ſee it convenient to take me out of 
this world: and if there be any under great trouble, 
© Lord, do thou help them.” 1&0 

The morning before he departed, a friend aſked 
him how he did, his anſwer was, © I am very well; 
I can wait bravely to-day, better than at any time 
© before ;* and deſired his father to wait with him 
that day; and alſo intreated both his father and 
mother to pray to the Lord for him : he gave good 
advice to lie lers, to ſhun vain company;* ad- 
ding, © through the goodneſs and mercy of the Lord 
© I am going to a good place. Do not deſpiſe your 
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all 


266 PIETY PROMOTED. 


all, he ſaid, When I am departed, be you ſilent, and 
© have a care you make no noiſe; but for weeping, 
© you cannot help that.“ Then he ſaid, © Turn me 
© on my right fide, and I will truſt in the Lord.” 
Theſe were his laſt words that he ſpoke, and ſo ſlept 
about half an heur, and departed this life with- 
out ſtruggling, as if he had fallen into his natural 
fleep. | | ED 

He died the 16th day of the twelfth month, 1698, 
aged 19 years and three months. 


OHN CROOK was born in the year 1617, and 
J received the bleſſed truth, as teſtified of by the 
people called Quakers, at its firſt being preached in 
Bedfordſhire, about the year 1654. He was a man 
of note in that county, having been a juſtice of the 
peace; and the Lord by his ſpirit made him an 
able miniſter of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; he had 
great diſcoveries in the myſteries of the goſpel, was 

found in doctrine, and a ſkilful archer, hitting the 
mark. 8 

When he was out of priſon, he laboured much in 
publiſhing the goſpel, and many were the ſeals of his 
miniſtry. And as he had received a part of the 
miniſtry, ſo alſo he had a ſhare of ſufferings for his 
faithful teſtimony, being impriſoned in divers places, 
as at London, Huntington, Ayleſbury and Ipſwich ; 
and as he ſealed to the truth by ſufferings, ſo he was 
careful to adorn the ſame by converſation, and had 
regard to the power of godlineſs in life and doctrine 
above dead forms, and to the ſpirit above the letter, 
yet highly eſteemed the holy Scriptures, with re- 
Pes to the ſacred doctrine thereof, being well read 
therein, and pleaded for the faith and practice there- 

of, as the Lord gave him underſtanding. "SR 
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He was eloquent, allegorical, and myſterious many 
times in his miniſtry, but did not thereby deny or 
invalidate the hiſtory of Chriſt, &c. as recorded in 
the holy Scriptures. 

The myſtery of Chriſt in ſpirit, and as revealed 
and formed in true believers, and their ſincere con- 
formity to him in ſpirit and converſation, he greatly 
eſteemed ; deſiring profeſſors of Chriſtianity might 
come into the true ſenſe and experience thereof, 
by a true living and feeling faith in Chriſt, and fin- 
cere obedience to him. | 

He ſpent his former years moſtly in and about 
Bedfordſhire, and his latter years in Hertford- 
ſhire, being often difabled from travelling far, by 
reaſon of ſeveral infirmities of body, as the gout, 
cholick and ſtone, fo that he would ſay (with Iſrael ) 
„I have been afflicted from my youth, Pſalm cxxix, 
and under the ſorrow and grief that he had with 
ſome of his children, he would ſometimes, in a ten- 
der frame of ſpirit, comfort himſelf in the words of 
David, viz. “ Although my houſe be not ſo with 
« God, he hath made with me an everlaſting cove- 
« nant, ordered in all things, and ſure,” 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5. and ſaid, © That the Lord did remember 
© the kindneſs of his youth.” | 

His patience under his bodily infirmities was 
very remarkable, and as a good Chriſtian he made 
the beſt uſe of them, ſaying, © That the furnace of 
© affliction was of good ule to purge away the droſs 
© and earthy part in us:? and that, © did he not feel 
© and witneſs an inward power from the Lord to 
© ſupport him, he could not ſubſiſt under his pains, 
© they were ſo great;* eſpecially that of the ſtone, 
which continued with him to his end; yet he was 
not remembered to have uttered an unſavory word, 
or impatiently to cry out; and. when. the extremity 
of his fits was over, he would expreſs his inward joy 
and peace that he had with the Lord. 1 
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He would often ſay, © That many of our ancient 
© friends were gone to their long home, and we are 
© making haſte after them; thus,” ſaid he, © they ſtep 
© away before me and leave me behind, and I that 
© would go, cannot: well, it will be my turn ſoon;' 
in which he ſeemed to rejoice. | 

He finiſhed his courſe the 26th day of the ſecond 
month, 1699, in the 82d year of his age, and was 
- roy in friends burial-ground at Sewel in Bedford- 

ire. 

His writings were publiſhed in one volume 8vo, 
1701, entitled, The Deſign of Chriſtianity teſtified in 
the Books, Epiſtles, and Manufcripts of John Crook. 


— 


1 HY 


S PAD LEV, ſecond wife of John Padley 

Y of Olave's, Southwark, was a woman of a meek 
and quiet ſpirit, and had great ſympathy with thoſe in 
affliction; ſhe bore a publick teſtimony for God in 
the aſſemblies of his people, and had an honourable 
eſteem of the faithful elders in the church, 

She was taken ill the 26th day of the fifth month, 
1699, and the love of God, with which ſhe was 
filled, cauſed her ſweetly to praiſe his name, ſo that 

the ſenſe of the pains. and weakneſs of her body 
ſeemed to be taken away. One time, in the ſenſe 
of the love of God to her ſou), ſhe cried cut, Oh! 
death, where is thy ſting ?* often praiiing God; 
and during the whole time of her ſickneis, ſhe was 
freely given up to die. 

A few days before her departure, ſhe ſaid to her 
huſband, © "Thou art the deareſt of any thing in the 
© world to me; yet I can freely leave thee; and 
* * that ſhe was reſigned to the will of 
Gad.“ 


A little 
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A little before her death, much through her huſ- 
band's great affection to her, and his earneſt deſire of 
her life, ſhe ſeemed a little to deſire life, but preſently 
checked herſelf for it, and returned to her former 
reſignation of ſpirit; and ſo lay ſupplicating and 
praiſing God, ſo that a neighbour preſent, (not 
called a Quaker) faid, © That the never ſaw any lie 
© ſo ſweetly in all her life.” Seeing ſome about her 
weep, ſhe ſaid, Do not cry for me, for I am going 
© to my reſt. A friend faid, © Art thou willing to 
© leave thy huſband ?* ſhe anſwered, © I have often 
© told him, I am willing to go when the Lord 
© pleaſeth.* And in a little time after ſhe ſaid, In a 
© few days, in a few days, they will ſay, Sarah 
© Padley is dead.“ It much affected thoſe about her, 
to ſee how reconciled ſhe was to death, ſpeakin 
very pleatingly concerning it, and of the felicity that 
would accrue to her thereby. So ſhe finiſhed her 
courſe on the 8th day of the ſixth month, 1699, aged 
about 34 years. 


Ty OGER GILL, of London, ſhoemaker, 
received the blefled truth, as profeſſed by the 


people called Quakers, about the year 1683. He 


formerly went among thoſe called Baptiſts, and I have 
heard him fay, that before he received truth, he was 
guilty of many groſs and enormous crimes ; but by 
the power and virtue of the Spirit of God, he came 

to know his heart changed, and being waſhed and 
ſanctified, and the fear of God placed therein, it 
preſerved him from thoſe vices he had formerly been 


addicted to, for which he was very thankful to the 


Lord. Some years before he died, God gave him a 
diſpenſation of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
preach, and he was faithful and diligent in that ſer- 

| vice, 
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vice, and was an able miniſter, having a word in 
ſeaſon to ſpeak to the weary ſoul, and very zealous 
he was for the proſperity of the truth. 
In the year 1699 he had a concern upon his mind 
to viſit the brethren in America, and to preach the 
goſpel to the people on that continent : and he went 


over the ſea for that purpoſe, in company with his 


friend Thomas Storey, concerned in the ſame work; 
where they had not travelled long before they heard 
the people in Philadelphia and Peanſylvania were 
viſtted with a malignant diſtemper, which cauſed 
great mortality; at hearing thereof, Roger Gill ſaid, 
He felt a great weight and exerciſe to come upon 
© him, ſo that he had no eaſe in his ſpirit till he came 
© amongſt them at FThiladelphia;“ the ſickneſs in- 
_ creaſing, he viſited the ſick, and preached in their 
publick meetings, ſaying, that when he was one 
© hundred miles off, his love in the Lord was 
© ſuch to them, that had he had wings, he would fly 
© unto Philadelphia.“ It was the time of their yearly- 
meeting whilſt he was there; where he was with 
others concerned in publick, earneſtly to ſupplicate 
the Lord for the people; and particularly Roger Gill 
fervently and devoutly interceded with the Lord to 
© ſtay his hand, and if he would pleaſe to accept of his 
© life for a ſacrifice, he did freely offer up his life to 
© the Lord for the people.“ When meeting was 
over, he often expreſſed © the eaſe of his mind, and 
© that it was with him, that he had not much to do 
© but viſit friends of Burlington 3? (in Weſt Jerſey, 
about twenty miles off). He accompliſhed that 
Journey, and at his return to Philadelphia was taken 
ſick with the diſtemper, which filled him with great 
pain and affliction of body; and he remembered in 

his ſickneſs the freewill- offering up of himſelf unto 
the Lord, ſaying to friends about him, It is not in 
© my heart to repent of the offer I have made :?* and 
he was cheerful, notwithſtanding his great affliction 


of 
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of body, and exhorted friends to faithfulneſs, and 
ſaid, The Lord hath ſanctified my afflictions to me; 
and hath made my ſickneſs as a bed of down.“ 
When ſome did ſpeak of their hope of his recovery, 
he ſaid in much love, © Truly I have neither thoughts 
nor hopes about being raiſed in this life; but I 
know 1 ſhall riſe ſooner than many imagine, and 
© receive a reward according to my works.“ His 
ſickneſs continued ſeven days upon him, and a few 
hours before his death, he took his leave, and faid, 
© Farewell, farewell, farewell for ever ;* and ſweet] 

paſſed away out of this life on the 2d day of the 
eighth month, 1699: and it was obferved, that the 
ſiekneſs ſtopped, and very few were buried of it after 


him. 


He-leſt a widow and two-ſons behind him in Eng- 
land; and died, aged about 34 years. 


TOHN'WYNN, of Bradford in Yorkſhire, was 

convinced of che bleſſed truth at a meeting of 
friends in Pall-Mall near Weſtminſter, about the 
time of the coming in of king Charles II. Being then 
in the army, and ſtanding amongſt the reſt in their 
ranks, to be viewed by ſome of the chief officers, he 


laid down his arms becauſe he could practiſe war no 
more; and when diſcharged he went down into 


Yorkſhire, and worked at his trade there, being a 
clothier. As he continued faithful to the viſitation 
of truth, he grew in grace, and in the ſaving knows 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and being ſubject to 
the divine manifeſtation and work of the power of 
God in his heart, he became a ſanctified veſſel fitted 
for the great Maſter's uſe, who, in his wiſdom, 
called him to the work of the miniſtry, in which he 
grew and laboured faithfully in thoſe times of perſe- 

VoI. I. | Ny X | cution, 


266 PIETY PROMOTED. 


cution, wherein he ſuffered deeply for his teſtimony. 
He was a man of courage, filled with a holy zeal, and 
qualified as a good ſoldier in the Lamb's warfare, 
for the work in thoſe perilous times; his bow abiding 
in ſtrength, and his arrows being ſharp and piercing, 
were carried home to the mark, ſo that he fought 
manfully under the banner of Chriſt, and turned not 
his bs in the day of battle. He was an able mi- 
niſter of the everlaſting goſpel, and laboured faith- 
fully therein, and travelled much for the ſpreading of 
it in thoſe trying times in moſt parts of England and 
Wales, and eſpecially in the eaſtern parts; and his 
. ſervice on that account tended much to the ſtrength- 
ening and confirming the children of God, and: con- 
vincing of gainſayers: he retained his integrity to 
the end, and the ſtrength of that holy zeal kindled in 
his heart for the bleſſed truth, and the promotion of 
its cauſe, remained always with him. For a farther 
account of his Jabours, ſervice, and ſufferings, the 
reader is referred to divers teſtimonies concerning 
him, publiſhed in the year 1715. 

_. Towards the latter part of his time, he travelled 
into the weſt parts of Yorkſhire to viſit the meetings 
of friends there, having a ſenſe that his day's work 
was nigh finiſhed, Je told friends in divers places, 
© He was come to take his leave of them ;* although 
then in a gaod mcaſure of health. After his return, 
he ſignified his great ſatisfaction and eaſineſs of mind. 
About three werks after he had finiſhed that journey, 
going a few miles to vilit a neighbouring friend who 
was ſick, a ſervice that he was frequently concerned 
in, he came home not very well, and continued weakly 
about thirteen days; and in the time of his weakneſs, 
the great concern that was upon his mind was, that 
friends might ſtand faithful unto the Lord God, ex- 
horting ſuch thereto as came to viſit him, and de- 
clared a little before his departure, that he was clear 
and eaſy in his ſpirit, and ſaw nothing to ſtand in his 
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way, but witneſſed the peace of God to abide upon 
him, ſaying he had laboured faithfully to clear him- 
ſelf of thoſe that were of a libertine and frothy ſpirit, 


as he then called it. On the day that he died, a little 
before his departure, as he was walking about the 
room, a fainting fit ſeized him, and he ſat down and 
leaned back in his chair, and ſeeing his wife weeping 
over him, he looked upon her, and ſaid, Why wilt 
© thou, my dear? The Lord gave thee unto me, and 
thou mult give me up again: ſhe anſwered, © T hope 
© I ſhall, as far as the Lord enables me, for I hope it 
© will be well with thee;' and he ſaid, I never doubt 
© that:* which were the laſt words he ſpoke, for the 
Lord was pleaſed to make his paſſage eaſy out of this 
world, ſo that he gave neither ſigh nor groan, but in 
much ſtillneſs, like one falling afleep, he departed 
this life the 16th of the ninth month, 1699, in the 
64th year of his age, having been a true Jabourer in 
the work of the miniſtry about 36 years: and now 
having, through the grace of God, fought the good 
fight of faith, and finiſhed his courſe, we have no 
cauſe to queſtion but that his foul is at reft with the 
Lord, being entered into the poſſeſſion of that crowii 
of eternal life that is laid up in ſtore for all the righ- 
teous, where he will live to praiſe and magnify the 
Lord God, and the Lamb who fits with him upon 
the throne, for ever and evermore, world without 
end. Amen. ; . bf: þ 
His body was buried in friends burying-ground at 
Bradford the 20th of the ſaid month, being accom- 
panied to the grave by many friends and ſober neigh- 
bours, where divers living teſtimonies were borne to 
the comfort of the upright in heart, and particularly 
by that eminent miniſter of Chriſt, William Ellis, 
who had been effectually reached to by his miniſtry in 
his young years, | ON | 
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NNE MERCY STAPLOE, daughter of 

John Staploe. of Alderſgate-ſtreet in London, 
a young maid between fourteen and fifteen years of 
age, was a dutiful child to her parents, a pattern of 
content in the family, and was ſeldom out of temper, 
whatever happened. | 

She had been at ſchool the 18th of the firſt month, 
1700, and was taken ſick the ſame day of a violent 
fever, yet was preſerved in her ſenſes to the laſt, At 
the time of her being firſt ill, a neighbour being with 
her, ſhe ſaid, She thought herſelf to be taken much 
after the manner that the ſervant-maid was, that 
died out of the family two or three months before.” 
She was heard to ſay, as ſhe lay in a quiet and: ſtill 
frame, Thy will, thy will be done.“ And another 
time, her mother aſking her how the did, ſhe cheer- 
fully. anſwered, © That ſhe thought ſhe ſhould not 


© recover ; but deſired to be contented with the will 


© of the Lord.“ When her friends came to ſee her, 


ſhe affectionately acknowledged their viſit, and faid, 
A broken heart and contrite, was accepted of the 
« Lord;* with many more words, but her voice 
being low, they could not well be underſtood. A 
friend taking leave of her, deſired the Lord to com- 
fort her, and ſhe anſwered, © He hath; I have been 
in the ſweeteſt frame that ever I was in in my life: 
< praiſes, praiſes be to the Lord, for thou art worthy 
© of it !* She declared her willingneſs to die, and 
« that ſhe was happy in the Lord. Being aſked to 
take ſomething to moiſten her mouth, ſhe faid, 
None; for in a few minutes I ſhall be at caſe :” 
and looking on her friends about her, ſhe turned her 
face to the pillow and ſaid, Anne Mercy bids all 
farewell.“ A neighbour aſking her if ſhe was 
willing to die, fhe faid, Ves, and go to God ;” 
and departed in about two minutes after, having been 
ſick four days. 


ghe 
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She died on the 22d of the firſt month, 1700, and 
was buried from the Bull and Mouth meeting-houſe 
the 25th of the ſame month. | 


FF 7ILLIAM TOVEY, late of Henley upon 


Thames, in Oxfordſhire, was convinced of 


the bleſſed truth in his voung days, and lived unto a 
good old age. He had many children, whom he had a 
care td train up in the way in which they ſhould walk, 


and therein he, through faithfulneſs, hath found peace. 
He was a religious man, careful to diſcharge his duty 


to Almighty God, and to preſerve his peace with him, 


through Jeſus Chriſt his Son, whom God hath ſent 


a light into the world, that all men through him 


might believe; and by that power, which through 
faith he received, he was enabled to ſhew a godly and 
exemplary converſation, and thereby did adorn the 
doctrine of Chriſt our Saviour. In the time of his 
bodily weakneſs he was kept in a fweet and tender 
frame of ſpirit; and a few days before he departed 
this life, his children being by him, he, in ſweetneſs 
and tenderneſs of ſpirit, ſaid to them, Be faithful to 
© the Lord, and ſerve him in your generation.“ In 
particular, calling his-ſon Caleb unto him, and taking 
him by the hand, faid, Dear Caleb, the Lord hath 


© a bleſſing in ſtore for thee, be thou faithful ;* and 


repeating it, ſaid, Be thou faithful, and the Lord 
© hath a blefling in ſtore for thee;* with more 
weighty expreſſions not noted; and he ſaid further to 
Caleb, © I defire thou mayeſt ſucceed in my place; 
but ſome may ſay, thou being but a young man, 
© thou art too forward; mind it not, but be thou 
© faithful, and keep thine eye to the Lord, and he 


© will be thy reward. — Then he ſaid, Ob! that a 
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young generation may be raiſed up in this place, 
© (Henley) if it be the will of the Lord, that may 
bear a faithful teſtimony to his truth, his living 
truth. I am not without hopes, though at preſent 
not very likely, for there is a great deal of rubbiſh 
© to be removed out of the way. It is not high 
< notions, nor a bare profeſſion, that will do it; it is 
© heart work,” Being aſked to drink ſome cordial, he 
faid, © It is my cordial to do the will of my God: I 
© did not know I ſhould have any thing to ſay; but 


a > aA A 


© it is the Lord's doings.“ Then he ſaid to them 


preſent, Be not backward in going to meeting, 
© and fay, We are hindered: no, no, that is the 
© devil's work: but be valiant, miſs no opportunity 
© for as you are diligent in waiting upon the Lord, 
that may be revealed to you at one time, that may 
© not at another, or afterwards.* Then ſpeaking of 
the goodneſs, of the Lord to the humble, and how he 
guided thoſe whoſe hearts are upright towards him, 
he ſaid in much tenderneſs, © Seek the Lord whilit he 
may be found, call upon him whilſt he is near: let 
© the wicked forſake his ways, and the unrighteous 
© man his thoughts, and let him return unto the 
© Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to 
© our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” And then 
he prayed fervently to the Lord, for the proſperity of 
his truth in that place; and expreſſed the ſatisfaction 
hehad in diſcharging his duty in the ſight of the Lord, 
ſaying, © The quarterly-meeting was pleaſed to con- 
© fer the care of the church in this place upon me, 
(i. e. he being deſired to take care of the poor, and 
to have an eye over the profeſſors of truth there, 
that they might walk as became their holy profeſſion. ) 
I never did any thing in an overly way; no, no, but 


© in humility and tenderneſs I watched over them for 


© good, though I have been ſpurned at by ſome for 
it, but the Lord forgive them.“ He was preſerved 
very ſenſible, and in great patience all the time _ 
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illnels, feveral times ſaying, © he had no clog upon 
© him, but was freely given up,“ ſaying, I am 
© ready, come, my Lord, when thou pleaſeſt, I am 
< ready.*—Another time he ſaid, © The Lord doth 
© not withhold his living preſence from me ;* ſo 
lifting up his hands again, faid, © All is well, all is 
well, I am ready.“ Near his departure, ſeveral of 
his children being by him, he looking upon them ſaid, 
The Lord bleſs you all, the Lord bleſs you all to- 
6 gether, and preſerve you in his bleſſed truth until 
your laſt breath: and then giving order who fhould 
be invited to his funeral, he ſaid, his end in deſiring 
© many ſhould be there, was for the ſalvation of their 
© fouls; and if but one ſhould be reached, and come 
© to the knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved, it 
© would be well.“ Then he faid, © I am wholly 
given up in the will of the Lord, and I hope he 
© will make my paſlage eaſy:“ and the Lord was 
pleaſed to anſwer his deſire, for he went away with- 
out ſigh or groan in the year 1700, being 77 years 
old, and is entered into the joy of his Lord. The 
weighty ſayings following, being found in bis own 
hand- writing, ſome years after his deceaſe, for the 
uſe of his ſon, are here printed, being worthy of 
obſervation : . 


© Stand in awe of the living God, that created 
© thee to glorify his name. 


© Refrain from all evil, and love righteouſneſs. 


© Do nothing that may bring diſhonour to truth, 
© if the whole world might be gained thereby. 


© According to the ability, or talents that the Lord 
©. doth. give thee inwardly or ny ow” do thou ſerve 
© the Lord, his truth, and people. Thoſe that pro- 


© fels and poſſeſs. the truth, that love it above all 
9.8 things, 


* 
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things, that can venture all for truth's ſake ; ſuch 
© do thou have true unity with; but not with back- 
© biters, or careleſs profeſſors of truth. 


If any difference doth ariſe betwixt friends, or 
others, do thou endeavour to put an end to it, in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs; the rough nature is Eſau, 
but the meek and lowly is the true ſeed, 


A A _ A 


© Do juſtly, love to be merciful, that thou mayeſt 
© walk humbly with thy God ; that when thou haſt 
ended the days of thy natural life, thou mayeſt lay 
© down thy head in peace with the living God ; which 
© far exceeds all the world, or the world's enjoy- 
© ments. And in ſo doing, thou wilt not only anſwer 
© the requirings of the Lord, but of thy dear and 
tender father alſo.” 


Concerning a Child of Nine Years Old. 


HOMAS HAINS, ſon of Thomas Hains and 


Hannah his wife, of Southwark, in the county 


of Surry, was educated in the way of truth, as pro- 
felled by the people called Quakers, by his father; 
and alſo for ſome time at the chool 

Scoryer of Wandſworth. He was a dutiful child, 
and had a ſenſe of the fear of God upon his heart, 
ſo that during his ſickneſs he behaved himſelf more 
like a man than an infant, (as he called himfelf) hav- 


ing a care leſt he ſhould ſay any word amiſs; and if 


he refuſed to take any thing offered to him, and was 
again preſſed to take it, he replied, « Wouldeſt thou 


have me tell a lie ?? When he took that which he 
found refreſhed him, he did with much thankfulneſs 
acknowledge it; being alſo very ſenſible of the love 


1 
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and tender regard which his parents had towards him, 


and expreſſed it ſeveral times to them. He bore his 
ſiekneſs with much patience, and often expreſſed. his 
willingneſs to die, ſaying, It is better for me to die; 
© it is a troubleſome world; we ſhould every day, and 
© every moment, think upon the Lord.“ A few days 
before his deceaſe, he uttered many expreſſions in 
prayer and praiſes. to the Lord, ſaying, © Thou art a 
© God of love, thou art a God of mercy, thou knows 
the hearts of them that love thee, thou knows the 
© hearts of them that ſeek thee. Lord remember th 
people. "Thou knowelt the hearts of the ungodly, 
© thou knoweſt the hearts of the wicked ; thou haſt 
© nouriſhed and brought up children, and ey have- 
© rebelled againſt thee.” He alſo ſpoke. of the © care- 
© we ought t to take of the never-dying ſoul, and that 
© the Lord will ſend forth his meſſengers.“ Another 
time, expreſſing his inward ſatisfaction of a future 
ſtate, he ſaid, Glory, glory; joy, joy; come mo- 
ther, come father, come all; it is a brave place, 
© there is no tears nor ſorrow :? and praiſed God, 
ſaying, Thou art worthy to have the honour and 
© the glory for evermore ; for to thee it doth belong; 
8 — art God of heaven, and of the whole earth !? 
and continued about a quarter of an hour in prayer, 
and ſaid to the Lord, © I am an infant, and cannot. 
* do any thing without thee.” One evening, ſeveral 
friends coming to viſit him, he deſired © their prayers 
© to the Lord for him:* and the next day himſelf 
prayed again, ſaying, © Our Father, which art in 
bs heaven,” &c. Afterwards he ſaid, © It is a brave 
© thing to be at peace with the Lord.“ His end 
drawing near, he ſaid, Father, Father,“ his father 
being preſent, aſked what he deſired ; he faid, I do 
© not ſpeak. to thee, but to my heavenly father) have 
* mercy on me; ' and exprẽſſed much joy that he had 
with the Lord: then deſired of them about him that 
he might be ſtill: and fo lay ſecretly praiſing the 


Lord. 
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Lord. And a few hours before he died, he faid, 


© I come, Father I come:? being very weak, his 
voice was low, but he was heard to ſay, God is my 
Father: and ſo like a lamb he quietly finiſhed 
his days the 12th of the twelfth month, 1700. 


22 ͤ—— 
LIZABETH BARKER, wife of John Barker, 
merchant, in 'Tower-ſtreet, London, being 
ſick, a friend went to viſit her, to whom ſhe ſaid, 
© I am a poor weak woman; and 1 have prayed to 
© the Lord, that if I am to die of this ſickneſs, he 
© would Jet me know itz and I do not ſee it yet, 
© though I am weak enough to expect it.“ She ex- 
reſſed much concern for her three children, if ſhe 
ſhould be taken away. The friend anſwered, © It 
© was true, that children are very near to tender 
parents, but we ought to be reſigned, and commit 
© them to God who gave them to us; and beſides, 
© if ſhe ſhould die, their grandfather and grandmother 
© Barker were not only able, but willing to take 
© care of them.” | CATE 
Upon which ſhe ſeemed ſomewhat ſatisfied: and 
after a ſpace of ſilence ſhe ſaid, © it is aſſurance of 
© my peace with God that I do earneſtly defire:' 
and further faid, * For theſe two years paſt God has 
been at work in my heart, and I endeavoured to 
© anſwer his will, and have denied myſelf of ſome 
© things, but I have had a care not to do it in 
© imitation of others, but from a conviction in my 
© own conſcience; and I hope, if I Jive, I ſhall be 
faithful to God: and to keep thoſe covenants that 
IJ have made with God.“ Afterwards ſhe ſaid, 
© Oh the preſence of God! it is that which my ſoul 
< deſires to enjoy; God has been good to me many 


times; for. when I have been alone at home, as 
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well as in meetings, the Lord has broken in 
upon my heart; and when I have been troubled 
and exerciſed in my mind, I have gone in ſecret 
and prayed to the Lord, and I know he has heard 
me, and ſeveral times anſwered my prayer, not 
only for myſelf, but for my children alſo;* and 
particularly ihe mentioned one time, when one of 
her children was in appearance near to death; ſaid 
ſhe, © I bowed my ſoul before the Lord, with earneſt 
© cries to him for my child, and the child fell into 
© a ſleep, and a much better, even before ſhe 
© took any medicines,” 1 
After ſome pauſe, ſhe aſked the ſriend who was 
with her, what his thoughts were concerning her 
recovery; to which he replied, He had little. to 
© ſay to that; and deſired her to keep her mind ſaid 


A 


upon the Lord, who, ſhe acknowledged had mer- 


citully viſited her, and ſhe would find him ſtill to 
extend his mercy and favour to her with his good 
preſence, which was the m 8ſt comfortable ſupport 
upon a ſick bed: ſhe replied, © God has been with 
me in this ſickneſs, but I want more of his pre- 
ſence ;* and added, © In the firſt of my ſickneſs, 
and before, at times, I uſed to be terrifhed with the 
thoughts of death; but now it is not fo, I am not 
afraid of death; that fear is taken away: for yeſ- 
terday they thought I was a dying, and they were 
in a great hurry about me, but I was not fo in 
myſelf, for I felt great ſweetneſs and ſtillneſs upon 
my mind.“ Afterwards ſhe ſaid, I do nat find 
that the Lord doth lay any thing to my charge.? . 

And ſpeaking concerning her child, of which 
ſhe then Jay-in, ſhe ſaid, « When I was laſt year in 
© Yorkthire, God did many times viſit my foul, and 
I had large enjoyments of him: and one time pray- 
© ing to him, I fervently aſked the Lord to give me 
© a fon; and now God has anſwered me in this re- 
© queſt; my deſire is (which ſhe ſpoke with much 
5 oils | * concery) 
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concern) that when he is grown up, he may be 

a preacher of righteouſneſs,” 
Another time, the ſame perfon viſiting her, ſhe 

deſired all in the room might be ſtill, and ſhe waited 


in much retiredneſs of mind, ſecretly breathing to 
the Lord in her heart, and the friend prayed by her, 
with whom ſhe heartily joined ; upon his leaving , 
her, ſhe ſaid, This has been a good time, I have 5 
© many viſitors, but too few of this kind: I have felt 1 
+ the Pike n= preſerice.” 5 
About three days before her departure, when it 4 
was thought ſhe was dying, the ſame friend being * 
ſent for, ſhe told him, That ſhe was willing to die, { 
if it was the will of God;* and gave him an ac- : 
count of the concern that ſhe had upon her mind, for a 1 
relation who came lately to viiit her, whoſe ſiſter c 
had married one that was not called a Quaker; 
4 and, ſaid ſhe, © I entreated her not to do the like; Fl 
© alſo I prayed her mother, that ſhe would not ſuffer it c 
© to be; and I deſired her not to forſake the truth, * 
< and God would never forſake her; -and,” ſaid ſhe, 1 
'©: they both wept; and when ſhe comes again, I 
© wall endeavour to make her promiſe me not to 


'< marry one that is not a friend.” "The perſ re- 
plied, © But then ſhe mult alſo keep her promiſe; to 
' which ſhe earneſtly anſwered, * Ah! fo ſhe muſt.” 
Her father and' mother coming to viſit her, found 
Her in a heavenly frame of mind, and ſhe ſaid, © O 
mother, thou knoweſt that J have been afraid of 
c death, and how I have loved vain and fooliſh 
« things; but I have prayed to the Lord to forgive 
me all my fins: and now, inſtead of that fear of 
death, there is much ſweetneſs upon my ſoul ; and 
all thoſe vain things I once loved, I now loathe; 
© and all the world is nothing to me:* with much 
more, expreſſing her ſatisfaction and peace of con- 
ſcience; and ſpoke of the exceeding joy and com- 
fort that ſhe felt, and how ſweet the preſence of God 


was to her ſoul; and ſhe made heavenly melod - 
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God in her heart, which tenderly affected the minds 
of thoſe preſent. 

Her ſickneſs increaſing, ſhe grew weaker; and 
though ſome time before, ſhe did not ſee that ſhe 
ſhould die, yet now ſhe was ſatisfied concerning her 
departure; and in order thereunto, bequeathed ſeve- 
ral things to her relations and children, and gave 
directions concerning the ordering of her children 
and family, and alſo where ſhe would be buried; 
and ſhe received aſſurance of her future happineſs : 


1 it a few hours before her deceaſe, the friend before 
ing mentioned, coming to viſit her, found her much 
die, ſpent, and her relations mourning about her, and he 
AC- prayed, deſiring * that all might ſubmit their wills 
or a © to the will of God, who giveth and taketh away 
{ter © as he pleaſeth.“ Some time after he was gone, 
cer; lying very ſtill, ſhe ſaid, The voice ſaid, Submit, 
ikez * ſubmit; and I ſay, I have ſubmitted, I have ſub- 
erit © mitted;* or to the ſame effect. When theſe words 
uth, were ſpoken, a relation preſent ſaid, * Thou art go- 
the, ing to leave us;' ſhe replied, © I ſhall be happy.“ 
n, I She pcaceably ended her days the 6th of the third 
t to month, 1701, aged 28 years. 


UTH MIDDLETON, daughter of Samuel 
Middleton and Rebecca his wife, was viſited' 
with a conſumption in the tenth month, 1700, and. 
continued in much weakneſs of body till the 16th 
of the fifth month, 1701. During her ſickneſs, 
theſe expreſſions, (among others) were obſerved : 
One time, her mother being much concerned to part 
with her, the child lying ſtill as if ſhe was in a ſlumber, 
opened her eyes and ſaid, What is the matter, my 
dear mother? do not be troubled for me, and do not 
Vor. 1. Y 6 forrow 
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ſorrow for me, I ſhall be happy; it is the Lord's 


will that I am thus afflicted, and we muſt be con- 


c 

= 

© tented: thou knoweſt that Abraham was willing 
© to offer up his only Iſaac; and thou doſt not know, 
© if thou couldſt freely give me up, but that the Lord 
© might ſpare me a little longer to thee; and if it 
be his good pleaſure to take me to himſelf, his holy 
© name be bleſſed for ever.” Another time her mo- 
«© ther ſaid, How art thou now?” She replied, © But 
© indifferent; but I am well ſatisfied; for it is the 
© will of God that I am thus aMicted. —Oh! my 
dear mother, I ſhould be glad if thou couldſt freely 
© give me up.*—One time, going to ſleep, ſhe prayed 
thus: © Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed 
© be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
© done in me, as it is in heaven: Oh {ſweet Lord 


A 


© Jeſus, feed me daily with the bread that comes 


© down from heaven: and, Lord, if it ſtand with 
© thy will, grant that I may ſleep to refreſh this poor 
© necdy body: but thou, Lord, knoweſt what I ſtand 
© jn need of, better than I can aſk; Lord, be with 
© me, and my father, and mother, and brother :* and 


thereupon ſhe went to ſleep; and when ſhe awoke, 


ſhe ſaid, Oh bleſſed and praiſed be thy holy name, 
O Father of life! for thou haſt heard my deſires, 
and haſt anſwered me; for I have ſlept ſweetly.” 
Another time ſhe ſaid, © T he Lord ſaid to his fol- 
© lowers, “ Suffer little children to come unto me, 
& and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom 
« of heaven.” And if I be not happy, what will 
« become of ungodly men and women; for truly 1 
© am afraid of offending any body, for fear I ſhould 
© offend the Lord.* One time ſhe ſaid, © Prav, mo- 
ther, have a ſtrict eye over my brother, for he is 
very full of play.“ A friend, after inquiring how 
ſhe did, ſaid, © I hope thy eye is {till to the Lord :? 
her reply was, Although I can hardly ſpeak, I think 
upon 
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upon the Lord, and he knows my thoughts, an! 
anſwers them.” 

Another time ſhe ſaid, © It will not be long before 
I ſhall be at reſt and peace, where there is no more 
pain to the body nor to the mind; and where there 
is nothing but joy for evermore. Dear mother, 
be willing to part with me, for I am willing to 
part with you all; I am not at all concerned for 


© 5 
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will make thy bed a bed of tears often for me.“ 
Hearing her mother queſtion her recovery, ſhe 
ſaid, Oh! hat the Lord pleaſes ; for I am not afraid 
8 of death; I never wronged any body of a pin to 
© my knowledge, nor loved to make excuſes : I 
© never told a lie but once; when I ſhould have ſaid 
© Yes, I ſaid No: but that has been a great trouble to 
© me; but the Lord, I hope, will forgive me, for I 
© called the maid, and told her the truth.” 

Near her end ſhe deſired to come out of the coun- 
try to London, and ſaid, The air does me no good, 
© nor the doctor does me no good: the Lord is the 
© ſame at home, as here.“ And when ſhe was re- 
moved home, ſhe ſaid, Now I am glad; if I die, it is 
© better to be here, and will fave a great deal of 
© trouble.? 

A friend aſked her if ſhe was willing to leave 
father and mother, and go to the Lord; after fome 


pauſe ſhe anſwered, If the Lord pleaſe, Tam willing 


© to leave all, for I ſhall be happy.” 

"I HE night before her departure, after a friend had 
prayed by her, ſhe aid, © I do underſtand well, and 
© am inwardly refreſhed : I am ſorry that I cannot 
© ſpeak fo, that the friend could hear, or elſe I would 
© give an account of my inward peace with the 
Lord.“ 

A few hours before her death ſhe thus prayed, but 
her voice was very low ; © Oh Lord! withhold not 


thy tender n mercies 1 4 me at the hour of _ 
2 


myſelf, but for thee, poor mother, who doſt, and 


. 
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Oh Lord! let thy lovingkindneſs continually pre- 
© ſerve me.“ Afﬀterwards ſhe ſaid, I defire to 
$ ſlumber ; but if I die before I awake, I deſire the 
Lord may receive my ſoul.” 

She was thankful for the tender regard her mother 
had for her, and with a low voice ſaid, Farewell, 
© dear mother; in the love of the Lord, farewell.“ 
And then deſired to ſee her father and brother; and * 
teeling for her brother's face, ſhe ſtroaked him and 
Taid, © Farewell; be a good boy.” 

Her father aſking her how it was with her; ſhe 
replied, © IT am juſt ſpent, but I am very eaſy, and 
© thall be very happy. My body is full of pain, 
* but the angel of the Lord is with me, and his pre- 
© fence will for ever preſerve me ;z* and fo kiſſed her 
relations, and bade them all farewell, 

Her laſt words were expreſſing her deſire to be 
remembered to the friends who did viſit her in her 
ſickneſs, and in leſs than a quarter of an hour, like 
a lamb ſhe departed this life, on the 16th of the fifth 
month, 1701, being eleven years two months .and 
tour days old. 
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Of a young Maid of about Fourteen Years of 
Age. | 


RISCILLA CUTHBERT, born at Brentford 

in Middleſex, in 1697, daughter of Thomas 

and Iſabella Cuthbert, of the ſame place. Some 
months before her ſickneſs, ſhe was obſerved to have 
a religious concern upon her mind, and did retire 
from the reſt of the children, and denied herſelf 
diverſions among them : ſhe got into ſolitary places, 
and read in books, ſometimes weeping by herſelf, and 
other times praiſing the Lord; {he had a bans of 
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her death before ſhe ſickened, and ſpake of it to 
ſeveral; when her ſickneſs came, which continued 
three weeks, ſhe bore it with much patience, pray- 
ing to the Lord to be her comfort, and ſaid, I hope 
© the Lord will comfort my dear father and mother; 

acknowledging the tender care and coſt Which her 
parents had been at for the bringing up, and educa- 
tion of herſelf, and ſiſters and brothers; when her 
father came to her, upon her inquiry after him, the 
endeavoured to wipe off the tears, and ſaid, Lord 
comfort my father and mother, and bleſs my pooi 
© ſiſters, and my brothers ;* and gave good advice to 
her- brother, to © obey his parents, and fear the Lord,” 
ſaying, © he will bleſs thee :* ſhe ſaid to her father, 
© I am willing to live to praiſe the Lord, and J am 
© willing to die.“ She deſired that when ſhe was 
buried, none that laughed or was vain ſhould be 
there, but ſuch as feared- the Lord; and in a ſweet 
frame of mind praiſed the Lord. Another time ſhe 


| ſaid, © In the time of my health I have been afraid 


© when I have ſeen any dead nailed up in their 
© cofins, but now the Lad hath taken away that 
fear, bleſſed be his name, and therefore take you 
© notice that ſtand by me, that I am neither afraid 
© of death nor the grave, but I am willing to die 
© when it pleaſeth the Lord.“ She often prayed for 
her parents, to whom ſhe expreſſed more than ordi- 
nary affection on account of their love and tender- 
neſs to her, expreſſing her willingnels to die, and her 
comfort in the Lord; her ſchoolmiſtreſs viſiting her, 
ſhe ſaid, © I am going where I truſt in the Lord I 
© ſhall have reſt, for the Lord is my reſt.“ Near 
her end, her father ſpeaking of his purpoſe to ſtay 
with her that night, ſhe replied, No, no, for J ſhall 
© not die this night, though it will not be long before 
© I do.“ The next day her father coming to her, ſhe 
having had fome reſt in the night, ſhe praiſed the 
Lord; ; a neighbour ne ſuppoſed ſhe might, by 
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her praiſing God, diſturb her father; to which ſhe 


made no anſwer, till ſome time after ſhe ſaid, © Is 
my father diſturbed at my praiſing the Lord? No, 

© no, I know he is not; indeed if I was dying, as 
© ſome have done of late, rending and tearing with bad 
« words, my father and mother too would have great 
© reaſon to be troubled, but to have a child die in the 
© Lord, I hope is their comfort, and I know their 
6 trouble i is mixed with joy, bleſſed be the Lord for 
© it ;* upon theſe words ſeveral young women preſent 
broke forth into tears. About two hours before ſhe 
died, her father aſked her, if he and her mother 
ſhould turn her, to ſee if ſhe could have a little reſt, 
ſhe anſwered, * Do what you pleaſe.” A friend pre- 
ſent adviſed all to be quiet and ſtill, and in a little 
time hearing one weep, ſhe ſaid, © Who is that, my 
« ſiſter Elizabeth? reply was made, No; ſhe replied, 
Do not cry for me, do not cry for me;? theſe were 
the laſt words ſhe was heard to ſpeak: and ſo de- 
parted this life without ſigh or groan, on the 6th 
day of the ſixth month, 1701. 


—— 
— —-— 


— — — — 


ILLIAM GART ON of Ifield, in the 
county of Suſſex, was a faithful believer 
in the truth, and a fervant in the church of 
Chriſt; he was zealous againſt all unrighteouſneſs, 
and much for the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
peace among brethren; an elder indeed, watching 
for good over the flock, a ſympathizer with the af- 
flicted, and a mourner in the houſe of mourning, 
more in deed than in words; and though but a plain 
man, yet God endowed him-with a large under- 
ſtanding, and ſound judgment, which has been ap- 
proved in difficult caſes: he was firm and conſtant 
in ſpirit in times of ſuffering and perſecution, pre- 
terring 
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ferring the ſervice of truth, and the teſtimony of it, 
before all worldly things. He was an example of 
virtue in the church, alſo in his family; and his re- 
moval hence was a great loſs to both; a true and 
loving huſband, and tender father. He had a great 
care that his children might be trained up in the fear 
of God, and knowledge of his bleſſed truth, which 
labour God was pleaſed to anſwer to his ſatisfaction. 
He would often ſay, © The greateſt portion he de- 
© fired of the Lord for his children, was the bleſſed 
© truth, and that they might love, fear, and ſerve the 
Lord, and then he did not doubt their wanting any 
© good thing;' and to that end he would often be 
giving them good counſel and admonition. 

Two days before his deceaſe, being viſited by a 
friend, he ſaid, That he had always endeavoured 
the proſperity of truth, to the beſt of his under- 
© ſtanding; and had nothing of trouble upon him 
© but did bleſs God that he had an opportunity to 
< give this teſtimony to thoſe preſent ;* exhorting an 
ancient friend, © to keep low in God's fear, and 
* make ſtrait ſteps, that he might lay down his gray 
© hairs in peace.” 

Another time, ſeveral friends coming to viſit him, 


he deſired, That his love might be remembered to 


all friends,” 

Another time he ſaid, © I have always ſought the 
© peace of the church, according to my ability.“ 

Being aſked by a young man that watched with 
him, how he did; he replied, © I am the better for 
© ſeeing young men come up in the truth.” 

A friendly perſon coming to ſee him on his ſick 
bed, he put out his hand to him, ſaying, Ah! thou 
© Jackeſt ſomething : theſe be ſerious times.” 

Iwo miniſtering friends viliting him the day be- 
fore he died, he ſeemed very much revived, and ſaid, 
I never did any thing againſt the truth knowingly, 
© ſince I was convinced.” 

One 
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One taking his leave of him, hoping for his re- 
covery, he replied, If it be the Lord's will, let me 
© go in peace: he alſo ſaid, * That he felt the Lord 
© to come in upon his ſpirit.” Near his end he 
prayed for his wife, and children, and grandchildren, 
that God would make up the loſs of him unto 
them.“ And further ſaid, © Oh Lord, I pray thee, 
remember the ancients, that they may {till hold 
on their way; and, oh! my God, if it ſtand with 
© thy will, viſit more and more thoſe which are not of 
© thy fold, and bring them in by thine arm, that 
© they may come to know reſt for their ſouls, that 
© at the laſt we may be bound up together in the 
< bundle of life ;* and ſo concluded with praiſes unto 
God. 8 

Another time, after ſome friends had prayed by 
him, which was to his great ſatisfaction, and the 
room being clear of company, he ſaid to his daugh- 
ter who was ſtanding by, Oh dear child, I have 
© known much of the goodneſs of the Lord, but not 
© in ſuch a large manner as now: the very fountain 
c is open, and the love of God is over all; praiſes, 
< praiſes to the Lord.“ He uttered many heavenly 
expreſſions, and gave good exhortation to thoſe about 
him, which are not here inſerted; and a little time 
before he died, he called for his relations, and em- 
braced his wife in his arms, and took his laſt leave of 
her, and of his fon and daughter ; holding out his 
hand, and taking leave of all friends who came to 
fee him, till his ſtrength failed : thus he died in the 
Lord, the 8th day of the ſeventh month, 1701, being 
the 66th year of his age. 
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ILLIAM SMITH, of Elſham in the coun - 

ty of Lincoln, was an elder in the truth, 

having received it in the love of it, and walked faith- 
fully therein to the end, and was a preacher of righte- 
ouſneſs: in converſation a man of ſincerity and godly 
ſimplicity, giving no occaſion for offence to Jew or 
Gentile, neither to the church of Chriſt; he was 
much beloved by friends and neighbours: when on 
his dying bed, ſeveral friends viſiting him, found him 
in a heavenly frame of mind; being told friends love 
was to him; he anſwered, I have friends on earth, 
© and friends in heaven, the Father, Son, and Holy 
© Ghoſt, which I have true fellowſhip withal, though 
yet in this carthly tabernacle ; my treaſure being i in 
© heaven, my heart is there alſo, where the Father, 


Son, and Holy Spirit dwelleth:“ as he lived, fo he 


died in the Lord, and is at reſt from his labours. 
He departed this life the 17th of the twelfth 
month, 1701, aged 79 years. 


ILLIAM B EVAN, of Swanſey, in the 
county of Glamorgan, aged 74. years, being 
ſick and weak in body, and judging the time of his 
diſſolution to be nigh, ſaid unto his ſon Silvanus Bevan, 
his daughter Heſter being preſent, © I deſire that you 


© may live in love together when I am gone, and 


keep to meetings, and let your houſes be open to 
* thoſe that bring glad tidings of the kingdom of 

peace, for they are faithful labourers, and if you 
© have but little, God will add a bleſſing.“ Being 
aſked if he would take any thing to ſupport his 
ſpirits, he refuſed, and ſaid, © All is well, and that 
© he ſaw no cloud of darkneſs before him, but "God, 

© Go 
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© God, that he had brought him into the inner court, 
© and if he had ſtrength, he could ſing for joy; with 
many other comfortable expreſſions. At another 
time, when weak in bed, his fon Michael, James 
Picton, and kinſman William Bevan, and his ſon 
Silvanus Bevan, being preſent, he ſaid to this effect, 
* Grandſon William, be obedient to thoſe thou art 
© under; fear God always, and run not into the 
© faſhions of the world; but behave thyſelf humbly 
© and lowly, and God will add a bleſſing to thy en- 
© deavours, —And fon Michael, thou knoweſt much, 
and God hath given thee underſtanding, thou haſt 
© a large memory of the holy Scriptures, mind the 
© gift of God's holy Spirit, and then thou wilt be a good 
man, and a ſerviceable man, and a preacher of righ- 
« teouſneſs in thy life and converſation.* He alſo ex- 
| horted his ſons to © be kind to their ſiſter Heſter, and to 
© honour and aſſiſt her on all occaſions ; for,” ſaid he, 
© ſhe hath been careful and tender of me fince your 


© mother died, and a fupport to my old age: So hve 


in love together, that others may behold you as a 
family of love, and then the Lord will bleſs 3 ou.” At 
another time his ſon Silvanus, and many of his grand- 
children being by his bedſide, he ſaid, © Fathion not 
© yourſelves after this world, but transform yourſelves 
to the image of the dear Son of God; and be not 
© puffed up in pride, and gaudy apparel ; but in the 
fear of God adorn yourſelves modeſtly, as becomes 
© Chrittians to do, and keep to the ſmall grain of the 
© kingdom, and then you will grow and flouriſh in 
© holineſs to the praiſe of God, and lie down in peace, 
© as you ſee me now.“ And repeating his deſire, that 
they might be a family of love when he was gone, 
faid, © Strive not who ſhall be the greateſt, but who 
© ſhall be the humbleſt, and moſt ſerviceable amongſt 
© you; for that will be joy and peace in the Holy 
© Ghoſt: but an exalted mind brings pain and 
trouble; I know it: but if you be careful and 

| © obedient 
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obedient to that ſmall grain which God hath ſown 
in your hearts, he will fulfil his promiſe, I am ſure 
he will fulfil his promiſe, and you will lie down in 
peace. I] have left ſomething to every one of you; 
if you do well, it will be a bleſſing, if not, a curſe; 
as the children of Iſrael defiring fleſh, not obeying 
the Lord, nor content with their condition : God 
gave them fleſh in his wrath, and they died whilſt 
it was between their teeth. So to the Lord I leave 
you, deſiring him to bleſs you, which is the beſt 
portion I can give you.“ His children all kiſſing 


him, he concluded in much tenderneſs, and with 


tears. ; 
Many other comfortable expreſſions dropped from 
him, which were not taken in writing, nor can be 


juſtly remembered, containing tender advice and ex- 


hortation to his children, ſhewing forth greatly the 
joys of a peaceable conſcience in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. At another time, though very ſick, and in 
much pain, on a ſudden he was {till and quiet, and 
in a little while ſaid, © The Lord hath removed the 
< pains of death, his glory ſhines in his weak ſer- 
© vant: hallelujah! hallelujah! praiſes, praiſes be to 
© him for ever:* with other good expreſſions, as one 
that the Lord had aſſured of his ſalvation, and exalted 
above the fears of death, or the terrors of the world 
to come ; being ſupported by the ſpirit and power of 
religion, which the agonies of death are not able to 
ſhake. So having ſeen twenty of his children's 


children, and growing weaker and weaker in body, 


he reſigned up this life in quietneſs and innocency 
the 5th of the twelfth month, 1701, and was buried 
in friend's burying-place in Swanſey. Thus this 

ood man, through faith and obedience in and to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by a patient continuing in 
well-doing to the end, hath, no doubt, the reward of 
immortality, eternal life, and inherits glory, 8 
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and peace with.God in his holy kingdom, and will do 
for ever and ever. 


ICHOLAS BEARD, of Rottingdean in the 

county of Suſſex, was in his youth ſeeking 
after the knowledge of the Lord, and would often 
ride many miles to hear the beſt reputed teachers the 
times afforded. 

In the year 1655 he was convinced of the bleſſed 
truth of God, by the miniſtry of George Fox, and 
received it in the love thereof; and it pleaſed the 
Lord to call him into the miniſtry, in which he 
laboured in the county wherein he lived, and the 
neighbouring counties; he was a conſtant attender of 
quarterly, monthly, and weekly meetings, as long as 
jtrength of body would admit; and after that failed, 
ſo. that he could not go far, continued viſiting the 
neareſt meetings: he was ſound in doctrine, fervent 
in prayer: to his children he would often ſay, * That 
© which is right do, and the Lord be with you:“ and 
in the ſenſe of the Lord's goodneſs, © Be thou bowed 
© before the Lord, oh my ſoul!' Some of his 
children being with him, with lifted up hands and 

eyes, he ſaid, © I muſt leave you to the teachings of 
the Lord, and the Lord in mercy be with you;” and 
being weak in his bed, he was heard to ſay, © Oh! 
0 Lord, my foul bleſſe eth thee, and all that is within me 
by magnifieth thy holy name.“ He often deſired to 
depart, and be with Chriſt, which he alſo ſignified 


ſhould be his portion in the world to come. So de- 


arted this life in peace with the Lord, and unity 


with the brethren, the 2d of the fifth month, 1702, 
having ordained in his will, That his executor 
© ſhould 


lived to ſee ſeveral of them well ſettled in the world, 
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© ſhould entertain his friends, the people called 
© Quakers, in his houſe, as he in his lifetime did,” 


Aged 80 years, a miniſter about 3o years. 


And to ſhew he was not only called to belicve, 
but alſo to ſuffer, I ſhall briefly recite ſome of his 
ſufferings. 

For his teſtimony againſt paying tithes in this 
ö he had taken from him, by one Robert 

aker, prieſt of Rottingdean, for one year's tithes 
demanded, 12 oxen, 6 cows, and 1 bull, which were 
fold the ſame day at Lewis-clift fair for 1111. 58. 
but worth more. 

For the worſhip of God, or meeting only for that 
end, and keeping the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
in obeying Chriſt's command, “ Sy. ear not at all;“ 
and for not bearing arms, or ſending out in the 
militia, and not frequenting the national worſhip, he 
was proſecuted on the ſtatute of 201. per month, and 
underwent impriſonment, and ſuſtained the loſs of his 
goods; yet it pleaſed the Lord to ſupport and bleſs 
bim; ſo that although his loſs was more than one 
thouſand pounds, and his charge of children conſider- 
able, being the father of above twenty, yet he gave 
them that lived good portions, being twelve; alſo 


leaving his youngelt ſon in his own ſeat, in a much 
more plentiful eſtate than his parents left him, though 
he was a priſoner ſeveral years. 


LIZABETH MOSS, daughter of Thomas 
Monk of South Livertonhall, in Nottingham- 
ſhire, (whoſe mother afterwards married Samuel 
Watſon of Knight Stainforth in the county of York) 


and late wife of Thomas Moſs, merchant in London, 
Vor. . 2 was 
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was educated under a tender and religious mother, 
who brought her up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord; and ſhe was a dutiful and obedient child. 
When ſhe grew up, and came to receive the truth, 
ſhe cave up to it, and continued faithful therein to 
the end. She was exemplary in her family, and took 
great pains to inſtruct her ſervants, that ſhe might 
bring them to a ſenſe of their dangerous condition 
without a Saviour. She was a great lover of retire- 
ment, and much given to prayer, contemplation, 
reading of the holy Scriptures, and ſpent much of her 
time alone in her chamber; fo that frequently, when 
her huſband returned home from his affairs abroad, 
he found her weeping ; upon which he has ſometimes 
ſaid to her, © If ſome perſons faw thee at thoſe times, 
© they might think thou was under diſcontent :* her 
anſwer was, No, my dear, there is nothing at all 
© of that: but the Lord's power and preſence hath 
© broken my heart, and tendered my fpirit, in a liv- 
© ing ſenſe of his goodneſs and tender dealings towards 
© me: [I can fay, he is truly good to my ſoul, and I 
© have taſted of the incomes of his heavenly love and 
© life: and I heartily with, that all who make pro- 
« feſſion of the bleſſed truth, were enjoyers with me, 
for my ſoul has been overcome with his love; and 
© although I have loſt all my children, and many of 
© my near relations, yet is the Lord pleaſed to ſweeten 
all my aMictions, and make hard things eaſy to 
me.“ 

She was indiſpoſed ſome time before ſhe kept 
her chamber, and her ſickneſs increaſing upon her, 
ſhe was adviſed to remove out of the city, for the 


recovery of ber health, which ſhe did, and was ſome 


time at Shacklewell: but notwithſtanding ſhe grew 
worſe, and being ſenſible that her end grew near, ſhe 
fent for Samuel Waldenfield, George Whitehead, 
and ſome other friends, that ſhe might ſee them be- 
fore ſhe died; and the day before ſhe died, Samuel 

% Waldenfield 
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Waldenfield and John Field coming to viſit her, ſhe 


was much revived, and ſpoke to this purpoſe, direct- 
ing her ſpeech to Samuel Waldenfield: 
I had a deſire to ſee thee and to invite thee to 
© my burial, but I hope, ſaid ſhe, to John Field, thou 
© wilt not take it amiſs that I ſpoke firſt to Samuel, 
* for I did not know of thy coming, thy viſit bein 
© altogether free; I kindly accept of it as freely, 4 
deſire thee alſo to be at my burial: and though I 
* did not know that I ſhould have ſeen the light of 
another day, yet the Lord having ſpared me, I am 
* glad to ſee your faces, that I may tell you how good 
and gracious the Lord hath been to my foul ; for I 
* can truly fay, I have ſought him with many tears 
in my ſ cret chamber, and poured out my ſoul unto 
© him, and faid, O Lord, do thou come down and 
© tabernacle in me, and take up thy abode with me. 
For I teſtify this day, Jacob's feed hath wreltled 
with God for a blefling, and hath prevailed ; and 
© now he is become my portion, and the lot of my 
© inheritance for ever: he hath poured of the oil of 
joy into my ſorrowful ſoul, and hath fed me with the 
* fineſt of the wheat, and with honey out of the 
rock hath he ſuſtained me, and the fting of death 
1s taken away. I ſay, my dear friends, I have not 
the work to do now, I bleſs my God for it, but 
am ready to be diſſolved; and I do freely reſign up 
my life to my God. I remember my dear and 
tendcr mother, who was a woman that truly feared 
him, and her prayers and petitions were often put 
up to the Lord, on the behalf of her offspring ; and 
© we have reaped much benefit thereby : I have 
< blefled the Lord many a time, that ever | was born 
© of her; I ſpeak not theſe things boaſtingly: no, 
© for what am I but a poor lump of clay? but only 
© to extol the powerful name and goodneſs of my 
© God, who hath been ſo bountiful and gracious to 
© me, for there is forgiveneſs and mercy with him, 
2. 2 © that 


R W aA «„ a „ 


6 


202 PIETY PROMOTED. 


© that he may be feared : therefore be encouraged t5 
© keep faithful to the Lord, all that are within the 
© hearing of my voice, both huſband, friends, and 
« ſervants ; I exhort you al}, do juſtly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with your God, that fo it may be 
ſaid unto us all,“ Come ye bleſſed of my Father ;** 
which is what my ſoul hath deſired, and that I might 
never hear that dreadful ſound, © Go ye curſed ;*” 
and the Lord hath anſwered my deſire this day, and 
hath looſed my tongue, that was ready to cleave to 
the roof of my mouth, and hath ſtrengthened me 
to praiſe his great and honourable name: oh! praiſe 
the Lord with me, my friends, and pray for me, 
(as I ſhall do for you whilſt J have breath) that I 
may be preſerved and kept in patience to the end; 
for it is they that hold out to the end that ſhall be 
ſaved. Though I have a dear and tender huſband, 
and want for nothing that is convenient for me, yet 
I can freely part with all: and I hope the Lord will 
preſerve him near to himſelf to the end of his 
days.” 
Caius Maſon coming in, ſhe ſaid, Neighbour 
Maſon, remember my dear love to thy wife, (and 
dear children) ſhe hath been kind in viſiting me, and 
we have lived in much love and friendſhip together ; 
and I truly deſire the Lord may keep you faithful to 
himſelf to the end of your days: and now I am 
comforted, and can ſay, Lord, here J am before 
thee, do with me as it ſeemeth good in thy fight.” 
This is the ſubſtance of but part of what ſhe ſaid, 
for ſhe continued a conſiderable time ſpeaking of 
the mercies and dealings of God to her ſoul, and 
praiſing him for the ſame, to the comfort of thoſe 
preſenr: after which, Samuel Waldenfield ſpoke a few 
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words, and returned praiſe and thankſgiving to the 


Lord, for his endleſs love and tender mercies to his 
ſervants and people: during which ſhe was filled with 
heavenly 
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heavenly joy, and ſpoke ſome words afterwards, de- 
firing her © dear love might be remembered to all 
«© faithful friends, with whom,” ſhe ſaid, © ſhe was in 
perfect unity;* and fo parted with them in much 
ſweetneſs, love, and ſatisfaction. 

Soon after came our friend George Whitehead, 
whom ſhe had deſired to ſee, and ſhe was refreſhed 
and comforted to ſee him; and ſaid, Dear George, 
though Iam weak of body, yet the Lord hath comfort- 
© ed me with his living preſence, and death is no terror 
© to me; but I am freely reſigned and given up into 
© the hand of my God;' with much more to the 
fame effect; but ſhe being much ſpent with the other 
friends, could not raiſe her voice as ſhe did before; 
but with love and ſweetneſs, and a ſmiling counte- 
nance, ſpoke of the goodneſs of the Lord to her 
foul, and recommended her counſel to thoſe that were 
preſent, © That they might not leave that work to 
© do, but labour to make their calling and election 


| © ſure, before they were caſt upon a bed of languiſh- 


© ing, as ſhe was; but through the love of her 
© heavenly Father, ſhe was waiting for her change, 
© and defired that the might hold out to the end in 
© true patience.“ After a few words were ſpoken in 
prayer and ſupplication on her behalf, ſhe parted with 
him in much love and unity. — And afterwards ſhe 
faid, © O that I had wings like a dove! for then 
- would I fly away, and be at reſt.” | 

Theſe things are written, not only for the comfort 
* encouragement of thoſe who are yet behind, to 


Sve the Lord above all, and follow him fully, that he 


may not forſake them in the day of diſtreſs; as this 
friend often faid, * The eternal God was her refuge, 
© and underneath was the everlaſting arm of his 


| © power, to uphold and lift up her head above the 


floods of temptations and trials that ſhe met 
« withal ; by which ſhe was enabled to ſound forth 
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© praiſes, and humble thankſgiving to his holy and 
« hlefled name.” 

She departed this life the next day, being the 3d 
of the ſecond month, 1702, aged about 39 years, and 
was buried at friend's burial-ground in Bundill- fields, 


London. 


UGH ROBERTS, late of Pennſylvania, 

formerly of Wales, was a man fitted and 
qualified by God's power to be a ſerviceable miniſter 
to the church of Chriſt in the parts of America, 
where he lived about eighteen years. His company 
was very deſirable, being greatly 2 he had 
paſſed through many trials and exerciſes, ſo could by 
experience ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the travailing 
and weary ſoul. His doctrine in the meetings of 
God's people, dropped as dew, and his ſpeech as 


ſmall rain upon the tender plants; for in the openings 


of life, things both new and old came forth of the 
treaſury of wiſdom, and his teſtimony was comfort- 
able to the hearts of the people, in a ſenſe of God's 
love, who is the author of all good to his people; a 
man zealous for good order in the church, and ſkilful 
to accommodate difterences when they happened, 
He travelled in the work of the goſpel in Maryland, 
Long - Iſland, Rhede- Iſland, and New- England, 
where his ſervice was effectual to the people. At his 
return homewarc«s, being weakly of body, he lay ſick 
at the houſe of John Rodman in Long-Iſland, where 
his friend John Bevan viſiting him, he ſaid, Nothing 
lies in my way as an obſtruction to hinder my peace 
© with God.“ After that he got home to Pennſylva- 
nia. A friend of his taking his farewell of him, ſaid 


to him, © I believe thy deep trials and exerciſes are 


© near 
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near at an end, and that peace and joy everlaſting 
© will be thy portion from the Lord.” In much 
brokenneſs of heart, and ſenſe of the preſence of God 
upon his ſpirit he anſwered the friend after this man- 
ner: I am ſatisfied thereof, and can bleſs my God 
for it.” 

He departed this life the 18th of the ſixth month, 
1702, and his body was buried at Merrion the 20th. 


of the ſame. 


ICHARD ANDREWS, ſon of Richard 
| Andrews, late of London, filkman, and his 
mother one of the daughters of our ancient friend 
Thomas Gilpin. He was educated by his father-in- 


law Moſes Weſt, of Hempſted in Hertfordſhire, not 


only in uſeful learning, in order to his accompliſh- 
ment for trade, and good ſettlement in the world, but 
alſo it was their great care to have him brought up in 
the way of truth. He was put apprentice in Lon- 
don ; but after ſome years,. what by the examples of 
others, and temptarions of the enemy, he departed 
from his former ſimplicity and ſobriety, into more 
liberty, and vain company and faſhions of the world, 
which was a grief to his father and mother. He 
was taken ill about eight or nine months before he 
died, of a decay of nature, which terminated in a 
conſumption ; and ſuch was the goodneſs of God to 
him, that he was awakened in himſelf into a conſi- 


deration of his inward. condition, the viſitation of 


God by his ſpirit being upon him, and he had frequent 
viſions in the night of the near approach of his latter 
end. And being at Hempſted with his father and 
mother, he had opportunity to retire alone into private 
places, where he did pour out his ſoul to the Lord in 
ſupplication, and great travail of ſoul came upon him, 

| _ eſpecially 
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eſpecially towards his latter end, for he was bowed in 
deep humility, praying for the light of God's coun- 


tenance, in whoſe preſence is life, peace, and com- 
fort; but the Lord was pleaſed to hide his face from 


him for a time, yet he continued truſting in the 
Lord; though in this ſtate he met with many aſſaults 
from the devil, and temptations, to deſpond of God's 
mercy. Now he knew what it was to read in the 
book of conſcience, and for his works to go before- 
hand to judgment : now he diſliked the company of 
thoſe young men, his former companions, with whom 
he uſed to walk abroad in the fields, ſometimes on 
firſt-day afternoon, and neglected going to meeting 
for the publick worſhip of God, which now became 
a very great trouble to him, and that he ſhould ſpend 
his precious time ſo vainly; his powdering and 
dreſſing, and ſuch like follies, he particularly expreſſed 
2 great ſorrow for, promiſing, that © if the Lord 
© ſhould prolong his days, he would endeavour to 


follow the beſt examples, and ſtricteſt way of 


living amongſt faithful friends ;* calling to mind, 
and praiſing the good life of his grandfather Gilpin. 
A friend viſiting him, he was reminded that the 
Lord's hand was upon him, in mercy that he might 
turn unto him with fervent deſire after him, and en- 
Joyment of him, and when he ſhould obtain this, his 
wants would be ſupplied : fo, after ſome time, the 
Lord did appear, and did lift up his ſpirit as a ſtandard 
againſt the enemy of his ſoul, who came in like a flood, 
and tempted him to doubt of his mercy, ſo that he 
was comforted like a man reprieved from judgment, 
though not as yet having a full aſſurance of his par- 
don; but a living hope ſprang up more and more, 
which became as an anchor to his mind; and his 
company became delightful, becauſe of thoſe ſerious 
reflections he made on things, and religious diſcourſes 
which he had with thoſe about him. One time he 


faid to his father and mother, I will appeal to you, 
| 65 
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© if you ever heard me repine at the exerciſe and pain 
© I have went through ſince I have been at home, all 
© this time of my great weakneſs ? No,” ſaid he, © I 
© have deſired the Lord to let me have all my puniſh- 
© ment in this life.” Indeed he was ſweet and cheer- 
ful under all his pain, which was very great; and he 
grew bright and living when he had got dominion 
over his doubts and fears. Near his latter end, 
through the prevalency of his diſtemper, he was 
ſomewhat broken in underſtanding, and wandered in 
his diſcourſe, though his talk was inoffenſive ; yet, as 
if he had foreſeen this a little before, a kinſman of 
his, not one called a Quaker, offered to tarry with 
him, to which he ſhewed himſelf unwilling, giving 
this reafon to his father and mother, ſaying, * May 
© be I ſhall be light-headed, and ramble in my words, 
© and he or others may inconſiderately reflect upon 
my profeſſion.* Though his ſickneſs was long, his 
death was pretty ſudden, having kept his bed but four 
days, in which time he was kept in a ſweet reſigned 
frame of ſoul, Near his end he ſaid to his father and 
mother, Do not grieve, the Lord is with me;? with 
much more to the ſame purpoſe : ſo lying {till and 
quiet he went away with a ſmile, and is at peace with 
the Lord. 
He died about the 21ſt year of his age. 


— — — 


1 STO W, a pious young woman, who 
lived within the compaſs of Settle monthly- 
meeting in the county of Vork; ſhe greatly feared 
the Lord and remembered her Creator in the days 
of her youth, and was one of thoſe who joined 
in with the viſitation of truth in her young and 
blooming years, and gave up her name to ſerve the 
Lord, who was graciouſly pleaſed in his wiſdom and 

goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, to give unto her a diſpenſation of the gof= 
bel of glad tidings to preach; and being devoted in 
eart to anſwer the Lord's requirings, ihe laboured 
faithfully 5 to the ability he gave, and viſited 
the churches of Chriſt in divers parts of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and was made a ſerviceable 
inſtrument in the Lord's hand for the comfort and 
edification of his people, where her lot was caſt; ſhe 
faithfully laboured in word and doctrine, and im- 
proved the talents beſtowed upon her, until infirmity 
and bodily weakneſs laid hold of her, and rendered 
her in a great degree unfit for publick ſervice ; and 
by the thankful and affecting expreſſions, which 
herein follow, may be plainly ſeen the ſincerity and 
integrity of her mind, and her great love to God, 
and fervent concern for the cauſe of truth, likewiſe 
the bleſied reward of peace and comfort ſhe enjoyed, 
and the aſſurance and evidence ſhe had of her well- 
being near the finiſhing of her teſtimony, and the 
concluſion of her time here. 
Being weakly in body, and apprehending ſhe 
drew near her end, ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus, © It is 
t a brave thing to live near the Lord, for I feel his 
© goodneſs near at this very ſeaſon, which warms 
© my heart; bleſſed be his holy name : my heart 1s 
© full of love: Lord, let me live here and do what 
© thou wilt with my body; oh! I feel a great deal of 
© peace in my ſoul: Lord, thou haſt anſwered my 
« cries, notwithſtanding thou haſt tried me every 
way: I feel thou wilt carry me on to the end, and 
© then all tears will be wiped away, all forrowing 
© will be over, then it will be well with me; glory, 
glory, to thy heavenly name.” 
Then ſhe lay ſinging praiſes to God for ſome 
time, and began to ſay again, Bleſſed be his holy 
name; I feel as the houſe of Saul grows weaker 
© and weaker, the houſe of David grows ſtronger 
and ſtronger z though I can ſcarce lift up a finger, 
my © yet 
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c yet I feel myſelf ſtrong in the Lord. Lord thou 
© haſt turned me every way, thou haſt made me what 


© thou wouldſt have me to be, praiſed be thy holy 


© name, that I am yet alive to make mention of th 
© name.” Then ſhe prayed for the family, and 
© delired of the Lord, that the offspring thereof 
© might grow in the truth;* and further ſaid, © Lord, 
© thou haſt put a ſong in my mouth, I can ſing 
< praiſes to thy holy name.“ People, not of our pro- 
feſſion, coming in, ſhe exhorted them to live in the 
fear of God, that they might die in his favour; ſhe 
© ſaid, May be you will ſay, I am light witted; 
© ſo they ſaid of our Saviour, but I muſt tell you, 
© if you will not hear now, you will one day re- 
member what I ſay. Oh! it is a brave thing to 
© have oil in our lamps, and our lamps trimmed 
when the bridegroom coineth, that we may be 
ready to enter into the chamber with him. Oh! 
< glory to God, I am ready, come when thou 
< pleaſeſt, at midnight or cock-crow, glory to God 
© for ever. 


A 


Theſe few lines come in true love to all that may ſee 


them when I am gone to my long home, as indeed 
I do not expect to continue many days, becauſe 
I feel ſo many diſtempers to attend this poor houſe 
of clay; glad I am, that it hath pleaſed the Lord to 
work upon my heart in the flower of my age, and 
hath made me willing to ſerve him in the days of 
my youth, fo that I was made to forſake all that 
was near and dear unto me, and fully to give up 


+ draw me, and now I find abundance of peace in it, 
and an aniwer of well-done returned into my 
boſom, which is a great comfort to me on a ſick 

bed, which is likely to prove a dying bed; now I 

find abundance of peace returned into my travail- 

ing ſoul, having often gone mourning with my 
hands upon my loins, and although I have gone 
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© on my way weeping, yet I ſhall return with joy 
to Zion, with joy and ſongs of deliverance in my 
© mouth, praiſing the Lord who hath been my rock 
© in every time of trial; I have fled thither and have 
found ſafety; bleſſed are all they who are found 
© building upon him; theſe are they who know 
© whither to fly when the tempeſt beateth, and the 
© rain deſcendeth, they truſt not in the arm of fleſh, 
© but they depend upon the Lord, who is a ſure 
© rock, and the righteous fled thither, and found 


© ſafety: I ſpeak as one that hath been concerned 


© for the welfare of ſouls for ſome years, that all 
© would prize their time while. they have it, and 
© not ſlight the day of their viſitation ; it may be, 
© ſuch as are now in being may not live to ſee ano- 
© ther day; for J can truly ſay, it hath been a con- 
© cern upon my mind for ſome years, if it pleaſed 
© the Lord to order it fo that I lived till a trying 
© day might come upon this nation, that I might 
live fo, as to be ſheltered under the Lord's wing; 
c for indeed it is thoſe who are found labouring in 
© the ſummer time who have ſomething to feed upon 
e when winter approaches; therefore I deſire that 
J may prevail with you, as one that deſireth the 
© welfare of ſouls; let nothing in this world deprive 
© you of the precious enjoyment of truth: for, oh! 
© it is lovely in the eyes of a remnant, and more de- 
© firable than all viſible things; I can truly fay, that 
truth is as precious in my eyes this day, as ever it 
« was, ſo that I can ſay, that the Lord is my portion, 
© and the lot of my inheritance: in this long time 
© of weakneſs I feel the Lord to be near, and he 
© beareth up the ſpirit of my mind, glory be to his 
© name, for he beareth up his children in a trying 
© time, who have been made willing to confeſs him 
© before men, thoſe are they whom he will not deny 
© before his Father which is in heaven : although 


© you have been as the offscourings of the world, 
9 be 


'orld, 


© be 
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© be not diſcouraged, for the Lord is on his way, and 


it is my faith to believe, that the Lord will get 


© himſelf a name, and his name will become famous 


in Iſrael: therefore be not diſcouraged, but go on 


in the name of the Lord; although you may think 
< yourſelves weak, yet the Lord will be ſtrength in 
© the midit of weakneſs; I ſpeak by good experience, 
< bleſſed be the name of the Lord: I have often 
© thought when it pleaſed the Lord to draw m 

© mind to vilit this nation, Scotland, and Ireland, 
© Lord, I am weak, very deſpiſable in the eyes of 
men, how ſhall I appear before them? And I can 
© truly ſay, that it was the word of the Lord that 


© ran through me, Be not afraid, for though thou art 


© weak, yet I am ſtrong, and I will make thee as a 
© trumpet in my hand, which ſhall give a certain 
© ſound: and bleſſed be the Lord, who hath ful- 
© filled his promiſe not only to my comfort, but to 
© the ſatisfaction of others, who have not gone under 
© the name of Quakers, and bleſſed be his name for it, 
< for it is the Lord's doings and not my own, and he 
© ſhall have the praiſe of it; for it belongeth not ta 
© man or woman, for we are but inſtruments in the 
© hand of the Lord, and of ourſelyes can do nothing 
© that is good: farewell,” 


She died at the houſe of William Young, of 
Droinfield in Derbyſhire, of a conſumption, in the 


year 1702, aged about 30 years, and was buried ih 
friends burying-ground there. 
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Doctor HEATHCOTE's Teſtimony concerning IE R- 
NET STOW, Who attended her in her Illneſs. 


Wren firſt J beheld that holy woman who 
has left this legacy behind her, I thought I never 
ſaw ſo heavenly an image, her eyes ſeemed full of 
concern, but not for this world; which way ſoever 
her outward eyes looked, I ſtill thought that the eye 
of her mind was toward the door, where her be- 
loved was wont to come in; and truly I have reaſon 
to believe, that he ſeldom or never knocked in the 
days that I knew her, but ſhe was ready to let him 
in without making many excuſes, and he that made 
her heart clean, delighted often to viſit her. The firſt 
time I caſt my eye upon her was in a meeting, and 
though ſhe ſpoke no words in that meeting, yet the 
very fight of her preached aloud to me. I thought 
it a good meeting, that I met with her ; her look 
was humble, ſerious, ſteady, full of watchfulneſs, 
love, and earneſt longings, and wreſtling in the depth 
of patience for her beloved, whoſe bleſſed preſence, 
and living enjoyment ſhe often wanted, though fa- 
voured with it more than others, as far as I could 
judge: ſhe lived in my houſe ſome months, and I 

thought myſelf highly favoured of the Lord, that he 

' was pleaſed to order it ſo: the more I knew of her, 
- the more I loved her; and the more I loved her, the 
better I was pleaſed, for I found it never did me any 
harm, being a love not of my own, but of the 
Lord's begetting, for whoſe ſake alone we loved one 
another, In meetings ſhe was valiant to fetch wa- 
ter for others; her dwelling was deep, and the water 
ſhe brought up was living to all whoſe ſenſes were 
lively; the ſound of her voice was beyond all the 
muſick I ever heard; I thought it always brought 
my mind nearer to the Lord, from whom every thing 
of her's had its ſweetneſs; when ſhe had not the im- 
858 mediate 
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mediate ſenſe of this power, ſhe was leſs than others, 
having little or no life but it, and being as dead to 
every thing elſe; very deſpiſable to thoſe whoſe life 
and delight is in this world, unacquainted with this 
ſecret lite hid with Chriſt in God; a true diſciple ſhe 
was, denied herſelf, took up her daily croſs, and fol- 
lowed him who hath bid us all do 105 if we will be 
his diſciples; ſhe hated fin, pitied ſinners, and had a 
mantle of love to caſt over the leaſt that belonged 
unto or looked towards her maſter's family; I am 


oath to ſay ſhe was pure gold, yet I never ſaw any 


thing more like unto it, for being oft put into the 
fire ſhe was more refined; her life grew ſtronger as 
her body decayed ; that life which death hath no 
power over: though her pains were great and long, 
fo was her patience and her ſtrength to bear won- 
derful, as well it might be, being in and from the 
Almighty. I am not ſorry that ſhe is gone, nor 
that I am left; but may my life and latter end be 
like her's, then I know, in life or death, happy ſhall 
J be, and the fame happineſs I deſire for all man- 
kind. 

GILBERT HEATHCO TE, M. D. 


— — — 


Of a Maid of Nineteen Vears of Age. 


ARAH THOMPSON, daughter of George 
Thompſon, of Crook in Weſtmoreland; ſhe was 


a maid who did truly fear the Lord, and remembered 


her Creator in the days of her youth, ſhe ſought the 
honour and promotion of truth, according to the 
meaſure of grace which ſhe had received; and ac- 
cording to the underſtanding God had given her, 
ſhe was faithful, and her underſtanding was good, 
and capacity large in things natural, as well as re- 
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ligious; ſhe took great delight in reading the holy 
Scriptures, and other religious books, and. was care- 
ful to put in practice what ſhe did read, and would 
often be ſpeaking of heavenly things in the family, 
and exhorting to virtue and patience ; for it was a 
great trouble to her when ſhe ſaw any impatient, or 
in diflention in the family: ſhe was obedient to her 
parents, and very tender over them; kind and com- 
paſſionate to all, and was beloved of them that knew 
her; her temper was ſweet, and of a cheerful ſpirit, 
and of good courage, but not raſh ; of few words, and 
very careful not to give offence to thoſe ſhe was at 
any time in company with, who were not of our pro- 
feſſion in religion, and very ſorrowful when ſhe ſaw 
any profeſſing the truth, who did not walk anſwer- 


able to the ſame. She was much afflicted with 


ſhortneſs of breath, which ſhe did patiently bear, 
and would fay, She durſt not murmur at it, leſt ſhe 
© ſhould offend the Lord: She often retired alone into 
folitary places, and ſaid, that © when ſhe had been 
* alone, and meditating upon the things of God, 
* that the Lord did wonderfully break in upon her 
© ſoul, by his glorious light, and good ſpirit, and let 
© her ſee over the world, time, and mortality, into 
© eternity, which appearance of his preſence did very 
© much affect her;' and ſhe alſo ſaid, © the Lord 
© had ſhewed her that the time would not be long 
until he would eaſe her of all her pain and forrow, 
and take her to himſelf:* another time ſhe ſaid, 


* The Lord was preſent with her, and did comfort 
© her in the midſt of all her afflictions, and did ſpeak 


peace to her ſoul in the midſt of her troubles,” 
which ſhe ſaid, did make hard things eaſy to her:“ 


ſhe ſickened the iſt of the twelfth month, 1702. 


In the time of her illneſs, the Lord's power and pre- 
ſence did attend her, and ſhe uttered many weighty 
expreſſions, with wholeſome counſel and advice, ta 
the comfort of thoſe about her; obſerving her friends 


ſorrowful, 
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ſorrowful, ſhe ſaid, < You trouble me to ſee you fo, 
© why are you ſo unwiſe? it would be more fatis- 
© faction to me, if you did not one of you ſhed a 
© tear for me; muſt we not all part? What, is death 
a terror to ye? it is no terror to me, I am not at 
all daunted at it, for I am content whether I live 
or die; for if I am ſpared at this time, you muſt 
not keep me long, having been ſenſible ſome time, 
that I have not long to live. Cannot you freely give 
me up, and part with me; I am but a poor infirm 
creature, and it will be well with me? I ſhall be 
freed from many troubles, and from many dangers, 
which you will be expoſed unto that ſtay behind; 
for I ſee as long as we are here, we are liable to 
many temptations: I know they will be exerciſes 
to you, but keep to that which is good, and God 
will keep you, for he hath kept me many a time, 
as I have kept my mind unto him.* At another 
time her father and mother, and two ſiſters, ſtand- 
ing at her bedſide, ſhe ſaid to them, I muſt die; 
© and I have a word of counſel to you all; be faith- 
© ful to your gifts that God hath given you, I beg 
© it of you; and overcharge not your minds with 
© any thing of this world, for you ſee how frail 
© fleth is, and how foon we are gone:* with many 
more weighty expreſſions which were not remem= 
bered: after which ſhe ſaid, I deſire you to remem- 
ber my words when I am gone, that it may be well 
with you at your latter end, that you and I may 
meet in the manſions of glory, where we may ne- 
ver part; and be all of you content, for it is well 
with me; I have made my peace with God, and 
I feel nothing to riſe up in judgment againſt me, 
for the Lord hath forgiven me my fins, and mine 
iniquities, and I feel my mind is very quiet and 
. ſtill, and hath been ever ſince I begun with this 
illneſs; there is nothing cumbereth my mind, not 
*.ſo much as a temptation is preſented, and I have 
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© been borne over my exerciſes far beyond my ex- 
pectation. Her brother Iſaac being from home, 
in the ſervice of truth, ſhe ſaid, Remember my 
© dear love to my dear brother; if I die, tell him 
© from me, that my ſoul is gone into everlaſting reft, 
© where I hope we ſhall meet again in the heavenly 
joy, where we ſhall never part;' then taking them 
one by one by the hand, ſhe kiſſed them; and bid 
them all farewell; and faid, I do not know when my 
© life will go; I would gladly die ;* then ſhe prayed 
to the Lord, and continued in prayer a conſiderable 
time; in which time ſhe was filled with divine 
Praiſes, and the power of God was felt by them that 
were preſent with her, and their hearts were abun- 
dantly comforted, and were made to bleſs the name 
of the Lord on her behalf; ſhe prayed fervently 
for the preſervation of thoſe which ſhould be left 
behind her when ſhe was gone; he had kept and 
preſerved her from the many hurtful things that is 
in this world, and that he would help them. through 
their exerciſes, as he had helped her many a time, 
for which ſhe bleſſed his name, and fo concluded 
her prayer with returning praiſes and thankſgiving 
unto God. Then ſhe ſignified how ſhe had felt the 


Lord's power to ſupport her in her lifetime, for faid 


ſhe, © I have often cried unto the Lord to help me 
through my exerciſes, and he hath anſwered my 
prayer many a time, to my great admiration :* 
She lay ſtill a while, and afterwards began to pray 
again to the Lord, with a heavenly ſweet melody, 


which did attend her; but ſhe ſpake fo low, few of 


her words could be diſtinctly underſtood by them 
mat were preſent; then ſhe aſked for her grand- 


mother, who was above 80 years of age, who coming 


to her, ſhe took her by the hand, and faid unto her, 


Thou art now very ancient, the Lord hath been | 


© merciful to. thee, and hath given thee many years, 
far above what. many attain. to, and if thou come 


* 
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© ſhort of making thy peace with God, thou canſt 
© not ſay it was for want of days, But fee to the 


improvement of thy gift, I beg it of thee before 


thy days be over, that it may be well with thee at 


© thy latter end, that thy foul and mine may meet 
again in heavenly | joy.“ Her couſin Robert Thomp- 
ſon, a young man, coming in, aſked her, how ſhe 
did; ſhe anſwered, © I am a paſling away in peace, 
© and fo may all do that keep faithful to their God; 
then lying quiet, and lumbering a little, afterwards 
ſaid, I have had a ſweet dream;' her mother 
aſked, What !* ſhe anſwered, I thought there 
<© were four angels conducting me to the land of 
© reſt: I have had this dream,“ ſaid the, © twice over, 
© but I am here yet, I am long a going, you have 
6 waited long ;* her mother ſaid, | hy death is hard to 
© win;” ſhe laid, © it will come by and by, I have pray- 
© ed to the Lord to make my way eaſy through 
death: her ſickneſs increaſing upon her, ſhe grew 
very weak, fo that it was thought ſhe would not 
have ſpoken any more, it being about two hours be- 
fore her departure, yet the Lord was pleaſed to give 
her ſtrength again, ſo that many weighty words did 
proceed from her, to the tendering of the hearts of 
them that were about her, both friends and others: 
ſpeaking to her father and mother, ſhe © defired them 
not to mind the things of this world, but to ſerve 
© the Lord in their day, who is worthy to be ſerved, 
© who is the Lord of lords, and King of kings ;? * 
firing them to © remember the words of their dying 
daughter; exhorting to © live in love and charity, 
and to be prepared for their latter end, where they 
© might meet in everlaſting joy, never to part.“ 
Then aſking for her couſin, above named, he came 
to her, and ſhe ſaid, © Dear couſin, thou art young, 


and in the prime of thy time, ſee thou ſerve God 


in the flower of thy age, the Lord hath created 


© thee that thou mighteſt ſerve _ ke thou anſwer. 
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© the end for which thou waſt created; I believe the 
© Lord hath a ſervice for thee if thou be faithful to 
© him, and I wiſh well for thy ſoul, as for my own, 
< defiring thou myylt be faithful to God in thy day, 
© that thou mayſt have thy account ready, againſt thy 
© day of diſſolution, that thou and I may meet again, 
© where we hall live to fing Hoſannah to the Lord 
for evermore.” Then aſking for one who was 
related to her, ſhe ſaid, © I have ſomething to ſay to 
© him;* he coming to her, ſhe ſaid, I Temember 
© there was a time when thou thoughtſt thou ſhouldſt 
© have died, and thou waſt under great exerciſe, for 
I believe thou hadſt lived a very looſe life, and the 
© Lord {mote thee with his judgments, and I remem- 
© ber thou madſt a vow, that if the Lord would ſpare 
© thee at that time, thou wouldſt amend, and do ſo 
© no more; and it pleaſed the Lord to ſpare thee ; 
© but, oh !* ſaid ſhe, © haſt thou fulfilled thy vow ? ? 
She exhorted him to more faithfulneſs, that he might 
obtain peace to his ſoul, before the day of his viſita- 
tion went over his head: and ſhe ſaid to her ſiſters, 
© Be ſure you be good to my mother when I am 
gone, and mind "not the fading things of this 
© world;* after which ſhe ſpoke not many words; 
but if ſhe had been aſked how ſhe did, the would 
reply, © I am very well, and in a ſweet frame, I am 
going to a ſweet place.” 

She departed the 6th of the twelfth month, thout 
the firſt hour in the afternoon, 1702. 


of Millhill in the pariſh of Caton near Lan- 

aſter : his parents had five ſons and five daughters, 
whereof Thomas was the youngeſt ſon; they were peo- 
ple of good repute in the country, and were religious, 
being 


Te GILPIN, ſon of Thomas Gilpin 
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being called Puritans, who educated their children 
very ſtrictly: after his father's deceaſe, his mother 
removed with her children, who were living, to 
Kendal in Weſtmoreland, and ſhe was ſo zealous as 
to force them into acts of religion, before they knew 
what they did, as to pray without a form, &c. 
Thomas being but about ten years of age, conſidered 
it was not right, for he ſaid, he knew not who ta 
pray unto. After he grew up more into years, and 


his mother was deceafed, he ran into fooliſh and 


wanton delights, as muſick and dancing. He went 
to London, as an apprentice to a tallow-chandler, 
and after went into the wars, (being the time of the 
civil wars in England) where he was tempted into 
more evils; yet in all this time the Lord did follow 
him by his good ſpirit, reproving him in his own 
conſcience for his fins, which brought great fear and 
trouble upon him; but by one means or other he 
endeavoured to get over thoſe convictions, and ſo 
continued a conſiderable time ſtriving againſt the good 
ſpirit of God, but oftentimes the Lord again did 
awaken him, and brought the conſideration of death 
upon him, even in the times of ſickneſs, and of battle, 
which he was often in: then he would cry to the 
Lord for mercy, and that he would deliver him 
from death at ſuch times, making promiſes of re- 


formation for the future; and God was merciful, 


and ſpared him, yet he forgot his promites and cove- 
nants, and fell into the fame evils again; after which 


the Lord brought double fear and torment upon him, 
until at Jaft he received the bleſſed truth, as preached. 


by the people called Quakers; and in believing in, 
and obeying the light and ſpirit of Chriſt manifeſted. 
© in his own heart, he came to receive power over 
„ thoſe fins which had prevailed in times paſt over 
© him, and ſo came truly to know repentance, and 
© remiſſion of fins, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


© true light of the world.“ And afterwards in the 


remembrance 
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remembrance of the longſuffering and mercy of God 
unto him, he ſaid in his lifetime, © Shall it not be 
© recorded to poſterity for the benefit of my children, 
© and my children's children, that it may be a warn- 
© ing to the obſtinate and rebellious, to turn from the 
© evil of their ways, whilſt the ſpirit of the Lord 
© ſtriveth with them, leſt the day of their viſitation 
© goeth over their heads.“ | 

In the year 1653, Ambroſe Rigg, Thomas Robin- 
ſon, and Jane Waugh, came into the county of Ox- 
ford, to preach the free goſpel of the grace of God; 
at which time 'Thomas Gilpin received their teſti- 
mony ; and after eight or nine years waiting upon 
God in ſilence, God gave him a diſpenſation of the 
ſame goſpel to preach to others, and he became an 
able miniſter, ſhewing himſelf approved unto God, a 
workman that needed not to be aſhamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth. In which ſervice he la- 
boured much, travelling into molt parts of England, 
but chiefly in the counties of Oxford, Berks, and 
Bucks. He was a priſoner for his teſtimony to the 
truth twice at Oxford, and once in Newgate in Lon- 
don : his ſettlement was in the pariſh of Warborough, 
in the county of Oxford, where he married Joan, the 
daughter of Thomas Bartholomew, of the fame pa- 
riſh, huſbandman; in which place he was inſtrumental 
to ſettle a church or meeting of the people called 
Quakers, which remaineth to this day; as likewiſe in 
many other parts where he travelled, he was ſucceſs- 
ful by his miniſtry to turn many to righteouſnefs, and 
for the building them up, and eſtabliſhing them-in the 
moſt holy faith. In the year 1702, and the Soth 
year of his age, he was weak in body for moſt part 
of the winter. In the time of his ſickneſs he deſired 
one of his ſons to © remember his dear love to friends, 
© and give them account of his ſickneſs and departure.“ 
As he was zealous for God and his truth, in the time 
of his health, ſo he was to his end, for he went to 
| T | friends 


r . YR, SOT NECES 


PIETY PROMOTED. zi 


friends meetings for the worſhip of God, as long as 
he was able, ſaying, © I am willing to be a good 
© example ſo long as I have ſtrength to go;* when 
he was ſo weak, that he could hardly go out of his 
chamber, he deſired friends to meet in his room, 
which was not long before he died ; at which time he 
ſignified to friends, that © he was ſatisfied, that as to 
© words he muſt ceaſe, but this was his comfort, that 
© he did enjoy the power of the word of life, which 
© is beyond all words;* and exhorted friends to 
faithfulneſs, and to keep their meetings, and not to 
look out at his being removed from them; putting 
them in mind of the goodneſs and love of God, 
which had been largely manifeſted both to him and 
them, in carrying them through many trials and ex- 
erciſes, and in preſerving them in love and unity one 
with another, which he defired they would be careful 
to continue in. When he had done ſpeaking, a friend 
prayed, and Thomas Gilpin's heart was much com- 
forted in feeling the preſence of the Lord, as alſo 
thoſe who were preſent, were much tendered and 


broken into tears; and at concluſion, he again re- 


commended love and unity one with another, and 
declared, that he was given up in the will of the 
Lord, and took his leave of them. He was much 
viſited by friends, and it was a comfort and delight to 
him to ſee them, and ſometimes it was hard for him 


to part with them, ſaying, © This is ſuch a parting as 


© we never had before.“ The Lord was very good 
to him all the time of his ſickneſs, and did often 
cauſe his heart, in the feeling of life, to ſound forth 
praiſes to the name of God; and he did fay, He 
£ believed he did as much deſire to die, as ever any 
< one did deſire to live, although he wanted for no- 
£ thing in this world ;* but ſaid, © I long to be diſ- 
© ſolved, and to be with the Lord, yet willing to wait 
© God's. good pleaſure.* The day before he died, 
ſome friends viſiting him, he deſired one of them to 

«© ſupplicate 
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< ſupplicate the Lord on his behalf, to. put an end to 
© his days, and make his paſſage eaſy :* after ſome 
time the friend prayed to that purpoſe ; when he had 
done, Thomas Gilpin lifting up his hands, ſaid, Ihe 
© Lord grant thy requeſt, which thou haſt made to 
c him this day;' though at that time to "outward 
appearance, he ſeemed likely to have lived ſome 
days, yet he quickly altered, and on the morrow, 
about the fifth hour in the afternoon, he departed this 
life, being the 3d day of the twelfth month, 1702, and 
was buried honourably on the 8th, after he had pro- 
feſſed truth forty-nine years, and had been a miniſter 
of the goſpel forty years. 


— —— —K——— 

LIZAB ETH HOPKINS, wife of Thomas 
Hopkins, of Glaſtonbury, in Somerſetſhire, 
oved truth, and thoſe that were faithful to it; when 
taken ſick ſhe was not diſcontented, but reſigned unto 
the will of God. And being aſked whether ſhe was 
willing to die, ſhe ſaid, I am fitted to die, and fully 
< ſatished, I find nothing in my way that hinders me 
© from peace with the Lord ;* and lay often praiſing 
the Lord for his great lovingkindneſs and mercy to 
her, in bringing her to the knowledge of the truth. 


Towards her end ſhe ſaid, © Lord, make my paſſage 


© cut of this world eafy;* which he was pleaſed to 
grant, and ſhe paſſed away like a lamb, or one going 
to ſleep: ſhe departed in true and living faith the 
16th of the ſixth month, 1703, after ſeveral months 
weakneſs, and was buried in friend's burying-ground 
at Glaſtonbury, | game _ ; 
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